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Next Meeting:
November 29

South River
Show and Tell

The 2023 Annual
Meeting will
showcase pieces of
local history.
Attendees are
invited to bring an
item, small or large,
old or new. If you
don’t have an item,
a memory or story
will do.

Please join us as we
finish out our pro-
gram year. The
event takes place at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Refreshments will
be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month

(second Sunday if

the first is a holiday)

November 5
December 3
January 7, 2024
February 4, 2024
March 3, 2024
April 7, 2024

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

My uncle Ted Goldman once told me a story about the bodies of three
men being dumped in South River. They were left with absolutely no
form of identification. Even the labels on their clothes had been re-
moved. Ted said that Mr. Rothenberg, the pharmacist, was the South
River coroner at the time and he deputized Ted to act as his assistant. It
was determined that the men had been shot to death. When they count-
ed the bullet holes, they found 50 some among the three men. Since no
one knew who they were, the Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish cemeter-
ies each agreed to bury one body. Although I once checked out the story
and found it in the Home News archives, I can’t find it now.

However, searching did lead me to other interesting artlcles relatlng to
South Rlver They cover everything from
important residents to traffic problems,
weddings, births, and deaths. All the
usual kinds of articles that we all grew
up with and can still find today. Below
are examples of what I found.

On July 15, 1915, William Armstrong
was among those whose property was
put up for auction because he was delin-
quent in paying his property tax. $27
was past due on his single house on one
lot, no address given. If he could pay
the tax, he would retain the property.

June 9, 1931, included multiple items.
The annual class day program for gradu- [#~
ating seniors would be held in the high
school. The three grammar schools
would have their commencements the
next day. The Sayreville-South River
chapter of the Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association was to have its annual elec-
tion of officers at 1 Reid Street on June
10. All members were asked to be pre-
sent. Finally, and perhaps most intri-
guing, the Circle of King’s Daughters were to meet at the home of Mrs.
Mary Armstrong at 52 DeVoe street on June 10. The topic word was
“Obey”. Does anyone know what this organization was?

The Washington Hotel and Otto Lind-
berg. Hotel image from the collection
of the South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society. Portrait courtesy of
Newspapers.com.

A regular column titled “In the Public Eye” profiled Otto W. Lindberg on
July 19, 1922. He was a skilled contracting plumber and also owned one
of the largest motor yachts in the east. Lindberg was formerly the propri-
etor of the Washington Hotel located on Main Street in South River.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News
willingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe
we have made a mistake, please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




Sound the Alarm — by Paul Migut and Stephanie Bartz

Long before telephones were common in every home, before the advent of 911, and before cell
phones became ubiquitous, there were fire alarm boxes. They were installed at locations
throughout the borough to make it easier for people to report fires. A fire on Elizabeth Street,
for example, might be reported using Box 14 at the intersection of the Causeway and Brown'’s
Lane, or perhaps Box 52 at the corner of Martin Avenue and Water Street. The choice might
depend on which box was closer or which box the person reporting the fire remembered. Who-
ever sent in the alarm then needed to wait near the box to direct the firemen to the fire.

The precursor to the fire alarm
boxes was the new bell that was
installed in the tower of the re-
cently completed borough hall in
July 1908, just days before a o
major fire on Main Street. Weigh- é:".;_ N
ing in at 1,104 pounds, the bell 8 .
was rung to call members of the
fire department to respond to a
fire.

i

It took more than a year after
the raising of the bell for the first
alarm boxes to be installed. Ac-
cording to an August 1909 item
in the New Brunswick Daily
Home News, the boxes were pur- g
chased from the Gamewell Fire §
Alarm and Telephone Company.

Local Confjragté)hr W”“atm Iiofth Postcard showing the Borough Hall with its bell tower and the fire bell
was awarde € contract for installed in 1908, circa 1910. Donated by Aletha Beldring Frazer.
wiring and installation.

The first fire following the completion of the installation of the new fire alarm system took place
on January 11, 1910, on Dr. Sarah Evans Selover’s property on Main Street. Sadly, the system
failed to work. The fire destroyed a barn and a garage and damaged several adjoining build-
ings. Two days later the Daily Home News reported that
the failure had been caused by the weather. A rigorous
testing schedule followed until it was determined that
the system functioned properly.

On January 28, 1910, another innovation was installed.
A “turtle gong” connected to the fire alarm system was
installed in the home of the fire chief, Alvie Peterson.
When an alarm was sent in, the gong sounded in tan-
dem with the larger alarm system that notified other
members of the fire department to report.

In the years that followed, additional alarm boxes were
installed throughout town, and other changes were
made to the system. A fire siren replaced the bell. The
South River Fire Department moved from their home in
the borough hall to a new firehouse on George Street
and the control station for the alarm system moved with
it. Fire horns were located throughout town to improve
the chances that firemen would hear and respond to the
alarms. The system was maintained as part of the bor-
ough’s electric utility.

When a box was “pulled”, an electro/mechanical clock-
like device activated the system. Inside the box, a wheel

Fire alarm box number 52 recovered from the With “teeth” on a sprocket would tap out the code. It
Corner of Martin Avenue and Water Street.
Donated by Christopher D. Rafano.

Continued on page 5



Timeline of South River History — The 1700s

This is the seventh installment in our series detailing events in the history of South River.
Please get in touch if we've missed events that you think should be included.

’ = s o~ 7 1702
i ﬁ + Awmest 8 U Eact and West Jersey were reunited into a
i RSET % i._'-. single province. The land that became South
_Quibhle -.f_’”“ \ N | River had been part of East Jersey.
2 ) ‘(‘\‘\“.,H’{ 1720 ]
% { = Willetstown, which eventually became South
Bnnh}m l 3 ‘_; River, is thought to have been settled around
@ Ll * | this time when a member of the Willet family
-~ “ \““"'bg settled on the bank of the South River.
e ‘ 1726

4 = The population of Middlesex County was

14,009 according to a census of the Province of

i1 New Jersey. The count included 3,706 “Whites”

\7 and 303 “Negroes”.

W 1734

N = South River became a shipping point around

4 this time. Arthur Brown transported goods and
passengers by boat between New York and

.| South River on a weekly basis. Passage from

| South River to Bordentown and from there by

@ .h\v‘\" 7 ~° {boat to Philadelphia was handled by Samuel
\ A SR 37  |Rogers.
RN A §7.5 1737
3 % ,t JAsy e P aewn | = Middlesex County’s population increased to
\” ranherry ) 57 /d' 4,764 according to the census table for the
QQ g O ~{ year. The count included 4,261 “Whites” and
e "7~ | 503 “Negroes and other slaves”.
// = 1745

— The census for the Eastern Division of the

Detail from Map of the State of New York with part Province of New Jersey enumerated 7,612 peo-
I

of the states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey &c.

showing the location of Willetstown in Middlesex ple living in Middlesex County. Of the 6,733 non
County. Published 1817. -slave inhabitants, 400 were identified as
Courtesy of the Library of Congress. “Quakers or reputed Quakers.” There were 879
slaves.
1747

= The Rev. Mr. Skinner, of Perth Amboy, provided missionary services to the South River area
during this period. He wrote, "My circuit from the first Sunday in May is from Amboy to South
River, from thence to Piscataway, and from thence to Amboy, while the river is passable, or
travelling possible.”

1784

= Abraham Barkelew is credited with renaming Willetstown in honor of George Washington
about this time. The settlement became known as Washington. In spite of the change, the
original name appeared on maps published in the early 1800s and in personal writings as late
as 1857.

1790

= The first United States census showed that the population of Middlesex County had more
than doubled since the 1745 accounting. Of the 15,956 inhabitants, 1,318 were slaves.

1791

= The grave of Anne Sherer (d. Sept. 21, 1791), wife of Gilbert Sherer, represented the earli-
est identified burial marker in South River. The grave was located in the privately owned
Barkelew family burial ground along what later became Whitehead Avenue. St. Euphrosynia
Belarusian Orthodox Church eventually purchased the property. Evidence of the burial plot
was found during a construction project in 1971.

1798

= North Brunswick Township, described as “Northward of New-Brunswick” and including the
village of Washington, was incorporated within Middlesex County.




Alarm — continued from page 3

was 5-2 for the alarm at the corner of Martin Avenue
and Water Street. The sequence would be repeated
four times. The horn system would sound five blasts, a
pause, and then two blasts. Additionally, each fire-
house, and later police headquarters, had a “ticker
tape” machine that made five punches, then two
punches on a roll of paper. There was a take-up reel
that wound the paper and at the other end was the ma-
chine that punched the paper. Upon entering firehouse,
the firemen would look at the tape, “read” the punches,
and check the alarm box list. Most of the firemen got to
know many boxes as “old favorites”.

Box 17 was at the Borough Hall where the police de-
partment was located. Although there was a fire alarm
box in front of the building, there was also a Gamewell
device in police headquarters that could be activated to
send code 17 out to the system. Once telephones came
into common use, most alarms were coded 17 because
fire calls were phoned in to the police department. The
dispatcher on duty could then transmit the alarm to the
members of the fire department.

Until the advent of the Plectron Home Alarm System, a
radio receiver activated by the police, firemen needed
to be vigilant in listening for the horn. At night, even in
the dead of winter, many firemen slept with the bed-
room window cracked a bit in order to hear the horns.
They were located on telephone poles at
Rose Street, lower Prentice Avenue, the
corner of Garden Street and Leonardine
Avenue, the corner of Wilcox Avenue and
Colfax Street, Tice Avenue, and on top of

lows.

The original 1908 alarm bell in its current location
at the corner of Jackson Street and
Raritan Avenue. Photograph by Paul Migut.

At right: A 1950s era list of fire
alarm box locations and
emergency telephone numbers.
Donated by Michael T. Szkodny.

SouthRiver Fire Alarm Poxes &Doctor Calls

FIRE ALARM BOXES

14—Causeway & Brown's Lane
15—Main & Reid Sts.
16—~Gordon & Washing'n

17 —Borough Hall

18 —Main & Jackson Sts.
23—James St. & Arlington
24—DeVoe & Albourne Sts.
25—Roosevelt & High Sts.
26—Main & DeVoe Sts.

27 —Hillside Av. & David St.
28—Main St. & Hillside Av.
29—David St. & Fairview
31—Cleveland & Snaper Av's.
32—Virginia & Colfax Sts
34—George & Bright Sts.
35—~Wilcox & Edgewood St.
36—Thomas & Ziegert Sts.
37 —Reid Street Bend
38~-Turnpike & Appleby Av.
39—OB Turnp'ke & McPherson
43—William St. & LeRoy Av.
45—Prospect & June Streets
47 —William St. & Burton Av
51—Wilson Ave. & Joseph
52—Water & Martin Sts.
53—Willet & Miller Streets
54 —Jackson & Opp. Willet
55—Charles & Lincoln Sts.
56—Ferry & Jackson Sts.

57 —Division & Lincoln Sts.
61—Anne Street
62—Prentice & Bray Ave.
63—Whitehead & Northside
64—Mageira & East Sts.
65—~Whitehead & Prentice Av.
2 Blows—Siren Rescue Squad

. DOCTOR CALLS
.. M. HUNT, M. D.
SOuth River 6-0159 *
M. J. KRACZYK, M. D.
SOuth River 6-0266

JOHN SMITH, M. D.
SOuth River 6-0435

FANNIE SENDER, M. D.
SOuth River 6-1459

N. SZUCH, M. D.
SOuth River 6-0042

A PANSY, M. D.
SOuth River 6-0378

W. ZARSKI, M. D.
SOuth River 6-3892
MARIE DELCAU, M. D.
SOuth River 6-1261
HOWARD DIEKER, M. D.
SOuth River 6-0402

JOSEPH LANG, M. D.
SOuth River 6-2238

A. SHAYEVITZ, M. D.
SOuth River 6-1030

SOUTH RIVER POLICE
SOuth River 6-0137

SO. RIVER RESCUE SQUAD
SOuth River 6-0137

TEL: SOUTH RIVER 6-2041

[UPPA BROS. - SEAVIGE STATION

Complete line of “.cco Repairing -

Brake Specialists - Mobilgas

STREET & HILLSIDE AVENUE

A.D. 1908.
Committee:

“UTH RIVER, N.J.
“ UNTIL MIDNIGHT

Operated by Vets
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the George Street firehouse. The wooden control box
on Tice Avenue is still there as of this writing.

The Plectron system came into use in late 1974. The
tradition of installing a special alarm in the home of
each successive fire chief continued until that time.

P| Eugene Kozicki, the 1974 chief, was the last to have
d the “honor”. Today, radio pagers and a cell phone
app alert the members.

The original 1908 alarm bell is still maintained. It

was incorporated into the South River Exempt Fire-
men’s Monument erected in front of the Borough Hall
on Main Street in 1954. It was relocated next to the

firehouse on George Street in the 1980s, and later to
its current home adjacent to the firehouse on Jack-
son Street. The inscription on the bell reads as fol-

South River Fire Dep't.,

Alvie Peterson, Chief,
Joseph Mark, 1st Asst. Chief,
Albert Roller, 2nd Asst. Chief,

Elwood Manahan, Foreman,
Geo. E. Gordon, Foreman,
C.R. Coombs, Ex-Chief.
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Rutgers University —
Special Collections
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Albert & Kathleen Seaman
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Riverside Supply Company, Inc.

Life Members
Business Patron
South River Boat Club
Individual /Family

Jack & Traci Alai Family
Richard & Maureen Alai
Thomas Anastasio Family
Paul Barsczewski
Stephanie & Edward Bartz
Barbara Becker Cline
George Feaster Family
John “Jake” Garboski

Len Klekner

Candice Lewandoski

Sam Milrom Family
Nicholas Pawlowski

Kathy Prusarczyk

Amy & Zac Rafano
Christopher Rafano Family
Robert Rafano Family
Kenneth Roginski

John Rudy

Norman Scheinberg, Ph.D
Scarlett Scheinberg
Steven Sullivan Family
Mary Witt, MD

Marilyn Mark Zawadsky
Peter M. Zawadsky, MD

Honorary

Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert C. Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)
Kenneth Roginski (2022)
Joann Smith-Goepfert
(2022)

Coming Soon

The South River Historical & Preservation Society will soon
have a new, more modern website. We're in the process of
reviewing, updating, redesigning, and moving our pages.

There’s still a bit of work left to do, but the end is in sight.

Although it will look a bit different, you’ll still be able to find
us at southriverhistory.org. Once the new site is launched,
we hope you'll check it out and let us know what you think.

Stay tuned!




George Washington in Central Jersey

Semiquincentennial, Sestercentennial or Quarter
Millennial? Regardless of what you call it, the
250th anniversary of the United States Declara-
tion of Independence is fast approaching.

On September 27, 2023, historian Donald John-
stone Peck provided an interesting lead-in to the
forthcoming celebration. His well-received talk fo-
cused on the year 1776 and the critical events
that took place in Central New Jersey. With the
region now officially defined as being comprised of
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, and Somerset
counties, it becomes clear that more Revolution-
ary War action took place in Central Jersey than
anywhere else in the colonies.

The December 1776 crossing of the Delaware and
the subsequent Battle of Trenton may be the best
known of George Washington’s exploits in Central
New Jersey. Although he arranged for three
groups to cross over from Pennsylvania, only one
was successful. They landed in Mercer County and
continued on to overcome the Hessian troops that
occupied Trenton.

George Washington and his troops spent more
than four years in New Jersey during the course
of the war. Known as the “Crossroads of the

Historian Donald J. Peck during his presentation at
- A . ] the South River Museum on September 27, 2023.
American Revolution”, the state earned its nick- Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

name.

Peck is president of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance, a group of historical, educational,
and cultural sites located along the Raritan and Millstone Rivers. He is the author of several
books about Central New Jersey history. Among them are: A Spirited War: George Washington
and the Ghosts of the American Revolution in Central New Jersey; An American Journey of
Hope: Perth Amboy-The Capital and Port City on Raritan Bay, 1683-1790; and, Changing
Tides: Rediscovering Woodbridge New Jersey 1665-1702.

Many Hands Make Light Work

Have you ever wondered about the work that goes into running the South River Museum? We

collect, catalog, research, organize, and create exhibits of
historical items, but that’s the obvious part. Organizing
programs and events, hosting museum hours, and publish-
P34 ing newsletters are also conspicuous.

Less recognized are the behind the scenes activities that
keep the museum and the South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society that runs it going. Handling budgets and le-
gal forms; applying for and administering grants; recruit-
ing members, officers, and trustees; promoting the schol-
arship and judging entries; maintaining the website; an-
swering queries; repairs and basic maintenance activities;
and fundraising are all part of it, and the list goes on.

| There never seem to be enough hands, but our small
group of dedicated volunteers persists. Preserving South
River history and making it accessible is our continuing
goal. If you would like to become involved, please send us

Ann & Bob Rafanb work on the plaques .
at the museum while Stephanie Bartz gl @n email, call, or drop by the museum. We can always use

provides some light. Photograph more hands to lighten the load.

by Marilyn Anastasio.




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com
Website: http://southriverhistory.org
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory

YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

New Acquisitions

e Panoramic portrait of the South River High School
class of 1934, donated in memory of Anna Elizabeth
Zeller Zach. Donated by Alvin L. Zach and family.

e Booklet from the 50th anniversary of the Church of
St. Stephen Protomartyr, 1907-1957, and 1945 Ori-
flamme. Donated by M.S.

e Digital copies of photographs and newspaper clip-
pings related to the South River Police Department.
Donated by Kenneth A. Chrusz.

« Digital copy of a photograph of Mrs. Hyland’s third
grade class at Campbell School, 1973.Donated by
Cheryl Ann Floystrop Borne.
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Are You a Member?

If you receive your newsletter in print,
please check the mailing label on this
issue to verify that your membership is
up to date. If you receive your newslet-
ter electronically, please email us at
southriverhistory@gmail.com to find out
when your membership expires.

If you're reading the newsletter, but
haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Histori-
cal & Preservation Society, please con-
sider sending in your dues now. It's not
too early to join for 2024 and not too
late to send in your dues for 2023.

You can join or renew using the form
included in this newsletter. Forms can
also be downloaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank
you. We rely on your continued support
to fulfill our mission of preserving and
promoting South River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued
support. All dues and donations are tax
deductible.

Thank you!




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




