HisToORICAL & PRESERVATION

SouTH RIVER

Next Meeting:
September 23

The History of the
Middlesex County
Courthouse

An event-based
history of the county
courthouse will be
presented by
Josephine Marchetta
at the society’s
September meeting.
A lifelong resident of
New Brunswick with
deep ties to the
community,
Marchetta’s 28-year
tenure as the
assignment clerk at
the courthouse has
inspired her to learn
about its past and
given her a front row
seat and a unique
perspective on its
recent history.

Join us at the South
River Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
at 7:00 pm.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to

3:30 p.m. on
designated Sundays.

September 6
October 4
November 1
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President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

2026 marks the 25 anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. I will al-
ways remember my movements and thoughts on that day.

On the morning of September 11, 2001, I was at Princeton’s Carnegie

Center working for a contract research organization that did work for the
pharmaceutical industry. I was at my desk by 7:30 am. My company dis-
couraged employees from going on the internet in order to ensure avail-

ability for clients. | e, E——— ] T

Around 9:00 am, someone [om= Lo REMEMBER ) "
in my division received a % <
call from someone in our
Brussels branch asking if
we had heard about the
planes hitting the Twin — —
Towers. All thoughts of P o | 3 el
keeping off the internet \
went out the window as we
frantically searched for in-
formation. As the news
came in, I was grateful that |}
I didn't know anyone who ||

fe
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worked in the towers, the
Pentagon, or in the area of
the Pennsylvania crash.

The flag that was hung at South River Pop Warner
football games following the 9/11 attacks.
Photograph by Donna Rafano.

I got a frantic call from my mother who had been trying to reach her sis-
ter. Although my aunt lived on the upper west side of Manhattan, she
sometimes shopped in the area near the World Trade Center.

I knew that my aunt had a class that day, not downtown, but in upper
Manhattan. I tried to reassure my mother that her sister was probably at
class and unable to make a call. None of us were yet aware that commu-
nication had been disrupted due to the collapse of the towers.

By evening, I had reached my aunt who told me that the class was dis-
missed and everyone sent home as soon as they received word about
what happened. She had been trying to reach my mother to let her
know she was okay, but had been unable to do so. By 9:00 that night,
the two were finally able to connect.

I felt very lucky, as did two other members of our team. The mother of
one was due at work in one of the towers that day, but woke up feeling
ill and decided to stay home. Another had two friends who worked in the
Pentagon. Both had decided to work from home rather than go in that
morning. Sadly, many others were not so lucky.

South River lost one of its own on September 11. We will remember.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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Membership Matters

Are You a Member?

Is your membership in the South River
Historical & Preservation Society up to
date? If you aren’t yet a member, or you
haven’t renewed your membership for
2026, please consider sending your dues
in now.

The society and the South River Museum
rely on your continued support to fulfill
the mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history. Dues and do-
nations fund every aspect of our work
from the cataloging and preservation of
artifacts to the newsletter, programs, the
scholarship, our website, and everything
in between.

You can become a member, renew your
membership, or purchase a gift member-
ship using the form included with this
newsletter. Membership forms can also
be downloaded from our website.

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html

If you're already a member, you have
our thanks.

To verify that your membership is up
to date, please check the mailing la-
bel on this newsletter. If you receive
your newsletter electronically,
please email us to find out when
your membership expires:
southriverhistory@gmail.com

The society appreciates your continued
support. As a registered 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, our non-profit status means
that all dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.

Thank you!




2026 First Place Scholarship Essay — by Brendan Lell

** Brendan Lell is a member of the Class of 2026 of South River High School. What follows is
his winning essay from the 2026 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High School
Essay Contest. **

The event that stands out most from my time growing up in South River is not one single major
moment, but a culmination of moments that happen every year. Instead of being connected to
one specific day that changed everything, it is built from a tradition that repeats annually and
slowly gains more meaning with time. For me, that tradition is the South River Memorial Day
Parade. What once felt like just another community activity gradually became something that
shaped how I understand responsibility, respect, and what it means to be part of a town where
people continue to show up for one another.

I first became involved in the parade at a young age when my parents were running South Riv-
er Little League. At that point, I didn’t think of the parade as something other than just being
with my friends and walking with my team. I remember getting ready early, putting on my uni-
form shirt, and standing with other kids who were also there because they or their families
were involved in different programs. At the time, I did not fully understand the purpose behind
the event. To me, it was a day where the streets were more crowded than usual and you would
pass people you recognized from school, sports, or around town. Even without understanding
the meaning yet, it still felt important because it was one of the few times when so many peo-
ple from different parts of South River were all in the same place at once. At the event, I be-
came part of the tradition where kids wore the name of a fallen soldier during the parade.
Throughout the years, I wore various names, but two that I remember vividly are of Adolf
Gerstacker and Albert Krempecki. Wearing those names made the experience feel more serious
than just walking with a group. Instead of showing up because my team was there, I under-
stood that I was representing someone who had served our country and was no longer with us.
Even when I was younger, I knew these were real people who had once lived in the same com-
munity as me. Carrying a name for the length of the route added a level of responsibility that
made the parade feel more meaningful than it had when I first started.

The route of the parade itself is something that has stayed consistent over the years. It begins
near Hillside Avenue and continues down Main Street, veering toward Jackson Street before
ending back on Main Street. Walking that same path each year created a sense of familiarity.
Streets that are usually part of daily routines become lined with residents who come outside
specifically for the parade. As we moved through town, we would see family members, neigh-
bors, teachers, and friends standing along the sidewalks. It turned the walk into something
personal because it was not just strangers watching. It was people who knew us and who had
also been a part of the community for years. Another detail that stands out from my own expe-
rience was throwing candy along the route. That was one of the parts most children and even
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Scenes from Memorial Day parades of the past, 2013 to 2018. Photographs by Stephanie Bartz.

Continued on page 5



The Saga of the SS Morro Castle

In a program that was rated as spectacular by a member of the audlence historian Sarah
Blake told the story of the SS Morro Castle at the society's June 24" meetlng From 1930 until
1934, the ill-fated ocean liner provided a luxurious experience for passengers travelling be-
tween New York and Havana, Cuba.

Although the ship was considered a structural marvel, with up-to-date safety features, and was

said to have been built to the same standards as those
\ | of the United States Navy, on September 7 and 8, 1934,
~ | none of that mattered. Beginning on the final night of
the cruise from Havana to New York, it experienced an
almost unbelievable string of catastrophes. Among them
were the unexplained death of the captain; a mystery
fire; equipment failure; two storms, a hurricane and a
nor'easter; and questionable behavior from some crew
members as they responded to the unfolding disaster.

| Ultimately, the SS Morro Castle became a floating wreck
‘| carrying the bodies of the dead captain and those who

were unable to escape the inferno. More than 130 of the

= passengers and crew were lost. The ship eventually ran

s | aground and settled along the shore of Asbury Park near

‘| Convention Hall. Although arson was suspected, no offi-
- | cial cause for the fire that destroyed the ship was ever
| determined.

- | The derelict ship became a tourist attraction, at least for
~ |the short term. Thousands made the trip to Asbury Park
to view it between September 1934, and March 1935,
when it was finally hauled away and scrapped.

S Blake’s presentation was illustrated with an engaging

The SS Morro Castle burning at sea in slideshow that featured images of the ship before, dur-
September 1934. Photograph courtesy  jng, and after the disaster. The story is featured in her
y gress. 2025 book, Hushed Up History (Volume One).

2026 Scholarship Awards News and Notes
2026 marked the fourteenth year of the award- |« Another year, another visit from the third
ing of scholarships to winners of the Richard K. grade students of the South River public
Meyers Memorial South River History High schools. On May 27, 2026, students enjoyed
School Essay Contest. The scholarship is spon- a short video introduction to the South River
sored by the society and supported by contribu- | Museum that was created with them in
tions from members of the Meyers family and mind. The Government Day tours also in-
other donors. cluded time spent touring the museum with

docents on hand to provide information

The 2026 winners received their awards in about the exhibits and answer questions.

June. e The soaety s latest video was released on
e 1st Place — Brendan Lell, South River High July 20™. “History Spot - South River, NJ:
School Washington Monumental Cemetery” features
e 2nd Place — Joseph O’Grady, Middlesex images and information about the history of
County Magnet School - East Brunswick the cemetery. It can be viewed on YouTube:
e 3rd Place — Hayden Sullivan, South River https://youtu. be/Np9C9CRMvVE
High School « In conjunction with the 250" anniversary of
. . . American independence, a new South River
Scholarship winners are selected by a judging time capsule is once again under discussion.
panel composed of members of the society’s Originally intended for South River’s 300"
executive board. The essays from all fourteen anniversary in 2020, the project was side-
years of the competition are part of the histori- lined by the COVID pandemic. The hope is
cal record represented by the South River Mu- to collect appropriate artifacts, then fill and
seum collections and will be available for view- seal the time capsule in December 2026.

ing at the museum. n



Scholarship — continued from page 3

some adults looked forward to. It made the experience feel more interactive and kept the ener-
gy up as we walked. Looking back, that small detail also showed how the parade had two pur-
poses. Those being that it honored those who served while also keeping younger children en-
gaged so they would continue to be a part of the tradition as they grew older. That union
helped keep the event relevant for different age groups, preventing it from feeling distant or
disconnected from modern-day life.

One of the most consistent and emotional parts of the experience came at the end of the pa-

rade. After finishing the route, participants would place the names of the fallen soldiers on the

fence near the monument by the South River Historical & Preservation Society. That final mo-

ment always felt different from the rest of the walk. Throughout the parade, there is movement

and conversation, but when the names

are placed by the monument, the tone

becomes more reflective. Placing which- =

ever name I had been carrying that year |/

made the experience feel complete. It 2.4

was a simple action, but it made it clear

that the walk through town was of -

greater importance than seen at first :
"

glance. Another aspect of the parade
that always stood out was how many
different groups were represented. Rec- L, ™
reational sports teams and Little League [ggx#e
players marched alongside community y Casmir
organizations and cultural groups that g
reflect the different backgrounds present

in South River. The Mayor and Council,

alongside members of the Board of Edu-

cation, also take part, showing that the T '

event is supported across different parts = Name cards representing fallen soldiers placed on the fence in
of town. Seeing all of these groups to- front of the South River Museum after the 2012 Memorial Day
gether made it clear that the parade was parade. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

not just about honoring the past, but also about showing the connection of the current commu-
nity, all in one place.

As I got older, my understanding of the parade changed. As a kid, I focused mostly on being
there with my team and recognizing people along the route. Over time, I began paying more
attention to the veterans in attendance and the families who came specifically for the ceremony
at the end. I started to recognize that the event was less about the march itself and more
about maintaining a tradition of remembrance. Since the parade happens every year, it contin-
ues to teach new generations why those names are still being carried through the streets. Par-
ticipating in the parade changed how I view responsibility within a community. Wearing the
name of a fallen soldier is a small action compared to the sacrifices those individuals made, but
it still requires respect and attention. It showed me that honoring history does not always come
from large gestures. Sometimes it comes from simple, repeated actions that keep memories
present. Walking the same route each year while representing someone else’s hame made me
more aware of how individuals can contribute to preserving local history in their own way.

Looking back, the Memorial Day Parade in South River represents more than just a yearly
event on the calendar. It represents a series of moments that gradually shaped how I under-
stand community involvement. From participating as a young child carrying different names,
such as Adolf Gerstacker and Albert Krempecki in different years, to placing those names at the
monument near the South River Historical & Preservation Society, each year added another
layer of meaning. What started as a routine activity became something that showed me how
traditions, even simple ones, can carry lasting significance. In the end, the most important
thing this experience taught me is that meaningful events are not always defined by size or
historical fame. Sometimes they are defined by consistency, participation, and the way they
bring people together year after year. The SR Memorial Day Parade is not just one moment
from my lifetime in South River, but a collection of moments that shaped how I understand be-
ing part of a community that remembers its past while continuing to move forward.




Special Acknowledgements
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of:
Edwin Roginski

Upcoming Events

= September 23: The South River Histor-

ical & Preservation Society will host its
September meeting and program. For
details, see page one of this newsletter.

P = October 17: South River Day, spon-
by izlr?;gihAhsgﬂﬂlsnﬁkl & sored by the South River Cultural Arts &
Peter Silowka KIA WWII Heritage Commission, will take place on
by Peter W. & Deborah Silowka Montgomery Street, noon to 5 p.m. Food,
music, and amusements. Admission is
OSBC Cemetery Conservation Fund: free.
Robert C. & Ann Rafano = Ongoing (through December 2028): In

Doughboy Fund:
Robert C. & Ann Rafano

Scholarship Fund:
Robert C. & Ann Rafano

honor of America’s 250th birthday, Middle-
sex County hosts “"Caught in the Cross-
fire: Divided Loyalties in Middlesex
County” at the Cornelius Low House, Pis-
cataway. For details visit the museum’s
Middlesex County Culture page:
https://bit.ly/cornelius-low-house

Newsletter Wins Award

The society was once again honored to receive
first place in the Kevin M. Hale Publication
Awards sponsored by the League of Historical
Societies of New Jersey. The award for the June
2025 issue of South River Historical & Preserva-
tion News was presented at the League’s June
2026 meeting held at the Raritan Yacht Club in
Perth Amboy.

The event included a varlety of presentatlons
about local, — —

county, and
New Jersey his- || |
tory. The after- |#
noon session =
offered guided
and self-guided
tours of historic
sites in Perth
Amboy.

The publication
awards are part
of a statewide
competition.
Any historical
society with a
membership in
the League of
Historical Soci-
eties of New Jersey is eligible. South River His-
torical & Preservation News has received first
place awards for issues published in 2016,
2023, 2024, and 2025. Third place awards were
received for issues published in 2017 and 2019.

Award presentation at the Raritan
Yacht Club. Left to right:

J.B. Vogt (Chair, Publications Com-
mittee, The League) with society rep-
resentatives Bob Rafano, Brian Arm-
strong, Ann Rafano, Stephanie Bartz,

Sara-Ann Goldman, and Donna Ra-
fano. Photograph by Hannah Kerwin.

Past issues of the society’s newsletters are
available online. Visit our website to learn more

and more.

Gift Shop

South River (Images of
America) [Book] — $21.99
Includes more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive captions.
Pub. June 2015.

Cordova Elopement Scandal
[Book], by Brian Armstrong —
$10.00 — The story of the 1904

TH RIVER

scandal in South River. Pub.
2025.

Victorian Housewife Rebellion [Book], by
Brian Armstrong — $10.00 — Features inci-
dents in South River history. Pub. 2023.

Limited Edition Print of the Old School
Baptist Church, by Joseph Csatari —
$25.00 [13" x 15 3/4" unframed]

Photographic Reproduction of an 1882
Edward Lange Painting of Klauser’s
South River Hotel and the Riverfront —
$15.00 [11”"x 17" unframed]

Postcards — Set of 3, $1.00 — Old School
Baptist Church, 1894; Main St., 1906; and
Frazee Urn & Old School Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating South River’s 300
Year History, 1720-2020 — $4.00 —
Black with white print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Visit the Gift Shop at the South River
Museum or on our website for
additional items.

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations
and do not include postage. Please con-
tact us by email or visit our website for
additional items and information.

about South River history, society activities,




New Acquisitions

= “Immigrant’s Journey to Citizenship,” documentation of the life of John Ambrose Domi-
niecki; copy of 1911 Russian passport for Julia Dominiecka; and “"Pamietnik Towarzystwa
Kasy Posmiertny, Bankiet, May 5, 1946"” booklet. Donated by Thomas F. Dominiecki.

= AHNSAD: South River NJ Home Town Story. Donated by the author, C. Edwin (Trzeciak)
Tracy.

= Football Program / Drew Pearson Street Dedication booklet, Sept. 17, 2022. Donated by

Michele Senko.

1974-1975; and Campbell School, Bicentennial Memories, 1976,
classbook. Donated by Jean Zimmerman.

= South River High School Alumni Directory, 1995; CD with South
River High School (SRHS) Class of 1957 photos and videos; SRHS
Class of 1955, Class Night program, "Carnival in Venice"; SRHS
Class of 1956, Class Night program, "Lullaby of Broadway"; SRHS
Class of 1957, Class Night program, "Mardi Gras"; SRHS Class of
1957, Commencement program with Commencement ticket;
SRHS Class of 1957, 40™ Reunion program, "Memories of Yester-
year"; SRHS Class of 1957, 56 Reunion program, "Forever
Young"; SRHS Class of 1957, 56™ Reunion, "Reunion Memories",
including photographs from the reunion with names of those pic-
tured; piece of the goalpost from the football game between
South River High School and New Brunswick High School played at

= Lincoln School Classbook, 1974-1975; Campbell School Classbook, i
@sﬂgﬂqmmm

By "As always... Go Rams!”
September 17, 2022

VS Bound Brook Crusaders

Rutgers Stadium on November 24, 1955; SRHS Class of 1957,
graduation photograph; and Willett School class of 1953, photograph. Donated by the South
River High School Class of 1957, on the occasion of their 68th reunion, September 10,
2025.

= Pencil and pens from the election campaigns of 1995, 2014, and 2022; 1985 Frost on the
Pumpkin mug; Pulawski Savings paper weight; South River High School Class of 1976, 25"
reunion mug; SRHS Class of 1949, 25 reunion glass; SRHS 1976 mug; and Mary's Tavern
mechanical pencil. Donated by Ken Roginski.

= Photographs of the South River High School Class of 1960 trip to Washington D.C. and the
SRHS Class of 1960 in their caps and gowns. Donated by Ann Hoffman Hetman.

= Souvenir glass from the South River Fire Department Memorial Dedication, September 11,
1954 and two souvenir glasses from the South River Firemen’s Jubilee, August 26, 1961.
Donated by Linda Braycewski.

In Grateful Tribute

South River’s memorial to those who died serving in World War II, the Korean Conflict, and the
Vietnam Conflict has stood in front of what is how the South Riv-
er Museum for 70 years. It was unveiled on October 3, 1956, by
Robert Thomas, representing Lyons-Shepsco Post 1451, Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars; Walter Smolinski, representing Frandsen-
Lewandoski Post 214, American Legion; and Willard Zweig, rep-
resenting Sgt. Sheldon Sheinfine Post 211, Jewish War Veterans.

A request from members of the local chapter of the Gold Star
Mothers was the impetus behind the erection of the monument.
The Borough Council appropriated $4,000 for it.

Reverend Joseph Connolly, pastor of Corpus Christi Church, was
among those who spoke at the 1956 unveiling. “This monument
8 should not merely record their names. It should be an inspiration
#| to all of us to carry on the spirit in which they died. We should
pledge to them that as they died for South River we will try to

live for South River.”

\
\
\
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The monument.
Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

The 11-foot granite monument lists 56 names from World War II
and one from the Korean Conflict. In 1979, four names from the
Vietnam Conflict were added.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://.com/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory
Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Revolutionary Moments — The Men Who Served

This is the fourth in a series in honor of America’s 2026 Semiquincentennial, the 250" anniver-

sary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

Identifying South River men who served in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War
is challenging. When the war took place, South River, then just a small settlement, wasn't a

named place on maps. By 1818, when the Revolutionary War Pension Act
sions were being applied for and allocated, South River was part of North

was passed and pen-
Brunswick.

We know that at least two men who fought in the Revolutlonary War were buried in the Old

School Baptist Church graveyard located behind 7 )

what is now the South River Museum. Although } f ﬂ((/« /" 141 /
the gravestones for Benjamin Norman and Si- //
mon Messler have disappeared, the Genealogical | /Ao, mew i LN oimine s
Society of New Jersey recorded the information / ) il

on the stones in their 1941 survey. G " f oy af o (U M ali

/

Records regarding Norman's pension are availa- | % #&/-- At o 200 1908
ble online from the National Archives. His affida- | 7., ./ . %0/ 0 r ...
vit states "...that he enlisted in the year Seven- ,,m/,_ 4.. V/j// o0,
teen hundred and seventy five in the company | Yau....ft fradagfic 26 2.
commanded by Capt. John Conway in the first "-DA/,ﬁom f,le/, i
Jersey Regiment on the continental establish- .
ment commanded by Col. Wynans and Lieut. ( ’pw b Dot

}{/( Y¢ D a )

“

Col. Matthias Ogden to serve for the term of one
year—that he, this deponent, did serve as a Pri-
vate Soldier in the Revolutionary War against

ek 1518,

the common enemy in said Regiment for the g c<u
term aforesaid and until the said Regiment was 4 >
disbanded." g2 .

Lo e
¢ / D)
/ v

At left: A portion of the
record for Private Benjamin
Norman. Courtesy of the
U.S. National Archives,
"Case Files of Pension and
Bounty-Land Warrant Ap-
plications Based on Revolu-
tionary War Service,
ca. 1800 - ca. 1912."

Transcription: (49) New
Jersey - 4; Benjamin Nor-
man, Private, In the army
of the u. States At $8 per

mo. to com(mence) 20"

Mar. 1818. Cert. issued 2

Apr|| 1818 & sent to Hon.
Gen'l Bloomfield, House of
Representatlves U.S.
Arr(ears) to 4™ Sept. 1818;
513/28 mos...... $43.71
(Rev(olutionary) Claim Act
18" March 1818.)
Jersey Line, one year.




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




