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Next Meeting:
June 24

The Fiery Fate of the
SS Morro Castle

On the evening of
September 7, 1934,
passengers on the
SS Morro Castle
anticipated a night
of fine dining at the
Captain’s Dinner. It
would be their last
happy memory of
the voyage. Within
hours a series of
disasters struck and
the liner crashed
into the shoreline at
Asbury Park. Sarah
Blake, author of
Hushed Up History,
will tell of the ship’s
final chapter, a
handcrafted tragedy
laced with malice,
mystery... and
possibly murder.

Join us at the South
River Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
at 7:00 pm.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to

3:30 p.m. on
designated Sundays.

June 7
July 12
August 2
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NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

Family stories sometimes turn into mysteries. I continue to search for
information related to a story told on more than one occasion by my un-
cle Ted Goldman. Three bodies were dumped on Main Street in South
River during Prohibition. Each of the men had been shot multiple times.
They were found with no identification and even the labels on their cloth-
ing had been removed. Slnce no one claimed the bodles and they re-
mained unidentified, \ : ;
each was buried in a
different cemetery. I
wrote about it in No-
vember 2023, and am
still unable to find a
news article that match-
es my memory of the ‘
story.

What I did find is a case ﬁ
from June 1934, that
also involved three bod-
ies. They were identified
as Henry Teel, Peter Georgianna, and Isadore Gutman, all known crimi-
nals with ties to gangland activities. All three had been shot.

A Proh|b|t|on era view of Main street from Thomas Street
toward the river, 1924. Donated by Emily June.

Gutman had local connections and the three were seen in South River
the day before their bodies were discovered in Gutman’s car. The auto-
mobile with its grisly contents was found on the morning of June 18 near
Dunham’s Corner in East Brunswick.

Detectives and police determined that the men were likely killed in New-
ark and then driven in Gutman’s car to Dunham’s Corner. The rear seat
of the car had been removed and the bodies stacked on the floor. They
were tied and had tape over their mouths. It was thought that they’d
been left in this manner to delay discovery since the bodies were only
visible to someone looking in the car.

Investigators suspected that the three men were involved in a shake-
down racket involving inflated prices for alcohol. The gangland style
murders were thought to be retaliation for their having impinged on the
territory of a rival gang.

Gutman was a member of Congregation Anshe Emeth in South River and
was buried in their cemetery in East Brunswick. Services for Teel and
Georgianna were held at their homes before burial in an unidentified
cemetery. As far as I've found, their murders were never solved.

My search for the story that started my journey through old newspapers
continues.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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Membership Matters

Are You a 2026 Member?

Is your membership in the South River
Historical & Preservation Society up to
date? If you aren’t yet a member, or you
haven’t yet renewed your membership
for 2026, please consider sending your
dues in now.

The society and the South River Museum
rely on your continued support to fulfill
the mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history. Dues and do-
nations fund every aspect of our work
from the cataloging and preservation of
artifacts to the newsletter, programs, the
scholarship, our website, and everything
in between.

You can become a member, renew your
membership, or purchase a gift member-
ship using the form included with this
newsletter. Membership forms can also
be downloaded from our website.

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html

If you're already a member, you have
our thanks.

To verify that your membership is up
to date, please check the mailing la-
bel on this newsletter. If you receive
your newsletter electronically,
please email us to find out when
your membership expires:
southriverhistory@gmail.com

The society appreciates your continued
support. As a registered 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, our non-profit status means
that all dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.

Thank you!




Revolutionary Moments — A Divided Population

This is the third in a series in honor of America’s 2026 Semiquincentennial, the 250" anniver-
sary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

New Jersey was a deeply divided state during the Revolutionary War. While some supported
the cause, others stayed loyal to the British crown, and still others remained undecided. As the
state went, so went South River.

Nathaniel and Judith Ogden are said to have been the
owners of Ogden's farm, in what was then the village of
Willettstown. That they were patriots and supporters of
the Revolution is demonstrated by the fact that the farm
was the last staging area for the Continental troops who
successfully recaptured Bennet's Island from British occu-
pation on February 18, 1777. Benjamin and John Ogden,
sons of Nathaniel and Judith, both served in the Middle-
sex County militia and fought against the British.

1776 - The Rovo'uh’onnn’ War b".n.

Another South River Ogden also appears in accounts from
the Revolutionary War, but this time as a spy for the Brit-
ish. Some of the details are provided in Diary of the Re-
volt of the Pennsylvania Line, January, 1781 (https://
bit.ly/42azyta).

On January 10, 1781, a court of inquiry was set “to hear
and report their opinion, whether John Mason late of

N. York, and James Ogden, of South River, state of New
Jersey, were found within the lines of the American army
in the character of spies.” That same day Brigadier Gen-
eral Anthony Wayne presided over the hearing which
found both men “came clearly within the description of
spies” and sentenced them to death. The two were exe-

cuted the following morning.
g E Illustration from the “Time Line of South
River 1720—1970" drawn by the students
in Mrs. Drumright’s 5% grade class at
Campbell School, 1970.

The connection between James Ogden and the Nathaniel
Ogden family is uncertain. Given the small population of
the village, said to have had no more than six houses by
1800, it seems likely that all of the South River Ogdens
named were closely related. The Ogden Family in America..., a published genealogy, seems to
indicate that James was a brother to Benjamin and John, but further research would be re-
quired to confirm that connection.

News of the Past — Celebrating Independence

South River was called Washington and was part of North Brunswick when this newspaper item
appeared in the June 16, 1828, issue of the New Brunswick Fredonian. In spite of it's small
population, the residents of the village welcomed outsiders to their celebration of the fifty-
second anniversary of American Independence. Not only did they plan a procession and provide
a speaker, they offered dinner. While no record of the 1828 population has been located, six
years later, when Thomas F. Gordon’s Gazetteer of the State of New Jersey... was published, it
described the Village of Washington as having two taverns, three stores, and thirty to forty

4th of JULY. dwellings.

R 24 __and

The news item raises some interesting questions

THE fifly-sccond Anniversary of American Inde-
pendence, will be celebrated in the Village of
WASBINGTON. The inhabitants of the adjacent

villages and country, are invited to join in the ccle-

bration. A procession will be formed at Mr. Duffield’s -
at 11 o’ciock, A. .M. and proceed to the Meeting-.
House, where an Oration will be delivered on the oc-

casion. Dinnerat 2 o’clock. '

June 16, 1828. 97 3t

for which we have no answers. Who was Mr. Duf-
field? Where was the Meeting House? Churches
often served as meeting houses in years past.
Could South River’s have been the Old School
Baptist Church? If so, it is fitting that we to honor
one of the building’s original uses by continuing to
have it serve as the gathering point for events like
Memorial Day and Veterans Day services.




New Jersey in the American Revolution

Postponed from its original February time slot due to the winter weather, the society’s April
program was a fast-paced tour of Revolutionary War history. Brian Armstrong, historian and
former society president, covered the background, the issues, and the battles, and highlighted
some of the major players on the side of the Patriots.

Although the presentation included events that took place in several of the American colonies,
it spotlighted those that occurred in New Jersey. A reference to the Boston Tea Party, was fol-
lowed by an account of New Jersey tea parties, specifically the Princeton Tea Party of 1774 and
the Greenwich Tea Burning later that same year.

The five New Jersey signers of the Declaration of Independence were featured. Richard Stock-
ton was a lawyer from Princeton and the first New Jersey delegate to add his signature to the
document. The others were Abraham Clark, a lawyer and surveyor from Elizabethtown; Francis
Hopkinson, a lawyer and musician from Bordentown; John Hart, a landowner from Hunterdon
County; and Reverend John Witherspoon, then president of the College of New Jersey (now

Princeton University).

New Jersey was the site of more Revolutionary War battles and engagements than any other
colony. Some of the most significant were described, including the battles of Trenton, Prince-
ton, and Monmouth. Armstrong also covered some of the lesser known clashes such as the Pet-
ticoat Bridge Skirmish, the Forage War, and the Battle of Cedar Bridge.

A broad overview of the American Revolution from start to finish included a plethora of details
to capture the interest of the audience. New Jersey was active from beginning to end and pro-
vided the sites for the hottest and coldest moments in the war, respectively, the Battle of Mon-

mouth and the Morristown Encampment.
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Honoring Women: Year Two

The South River Elementary School celebrated Women’s H|story Month with a school-wide
event held on March 27, 2026. As in 2025, when

the event was first held, representatives from the | Big= | south Riverwomen'sistory =
South River Historical and Preservation Society ... Women In Factories
were on hand to add some South River history to T@f&

the mix.

The Media Center was filled with posters, each
featuring a different notable woman. The school’s
third, fourth, and fifth grade classes chose the
honorees and created the posters. Along with well
-known figures like Sandra Day O’Connor, Marie
Curie, Rosa Parks, Mae Jemison, Jane Goodall,
and others, the diverse presentation included
sports stars from the worlds of basketball, gym-
nastics, swimming, track & field, soccer, softball, |
and snowboarding. Perhaps the most unique post- |
er was that created to honor Amelia Earhart. It
featured a model of Earhart’s plane with the sug-
gestion that students “Fly like Amelia Earhart.”

The society also contributed a poster to the dis- 4
play. It featured images of women who worked in . ) )
South River’s more than thirty clothing and textile S°“§QeRggﬁ{eE;?g‘1‘$fv‘§iﬁgf lcr? ‘;‘;‘cig‘:i‘iiﬂt;oitt‘g‘iY'”g
factories, the Lunepp Lace & Embroidery Compa- Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

ny, Colonial Dress & Blouse Company, Brodsky &

Son, and Marian Dress Company to name a few. The oldest image was from the early 1900s
and the most recent from the 1980s.

Hundreds of students and teachers stopped to view the society’s poster during the course of
the event. Many took bookmarks, each of which featured a different historical image from the
poster. Some teachers were able to connect recent lessons with the history represented on the
society’s poster. Several of the students remembered last year’s poster featuring five notable
South River women. They expressed appreciation for the society’s participation in the event for
a second year.

Treasures from the Archive — Restored History

Our April newsletter acknowledged the receipt of a group of photographs taken by R. Van Dyke
Reid that had recently been received from the library. While several of the images are in ex-
tremely poor condition, they still make useful additions to the museum collections.

An 1890s era photograph of the Main Street home of Charles Whitehead, Jr., was among the
most severely damaged images. After scanning, it was run through an artificial intelligence (AI)
program. The result is a rendering that likely closely resembles the photograph as Reid saw it.

We use Al sparingly, but it clearly has benefits. Our experience so far has been that details are
lost when images
include words or
small figures. This
image has nei-
ther.

| The house still

" ‘|stands at 163

“i/| Main Street.

At left: The original-
photograph.

At right: The photo-
graph after it was
processed using Al.
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In Memory of:
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by Jeff Csatari
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Carol Presnal

by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite

OSBC Cemetery Conservation Fund:
Phil Lilgeberg

Scholarship Fund:
Bruce T. Meyers

Upcoming Events

= June 20: The summer meeting of the
League of Historical Societies of New
Jersey, hosted by the Proprietary House
Association, will take place at the Proprie-
tary House, Perth Amboy. To register, visit
https://www.lhsnj.org/news-events.

= June 24: The South River Historical &
Preservation Society will host its June
meeting and program. For details, see
page one of this newsletter.

= Ongoing (through December 2028): In
honor of America’s 250th birthday, Middle-
sex County hosts “"Caught in the Cross-
fire: Divided Loyalties in Middlesex
County” at the Cornelius Low House, Pis-
cataway. For details visit the museum’s
Middlesex County Culture page:

https://bit.ly/cornelius-low-house

Walking with History

It was a windy Sunday afternoon, but more
than 50 people turned out for the walking tour
of Main Street on May 3. The audience ran the
gamut from children to senior citizens.

The tour, led by Brian Armstrong, historian and
long-time member of the society’s executive
board, included sites along Main Street that
played a part in some of the more sensational
South River news stories. Armstrong also in-
cluded anecdotes about other locations of inter-
est along the tour route.

The sites of such events as a street fight be-
tween two political parties in the 1880s, a mur-
der suicide in 1898, the Cordova-Bowne elope-
ment scandal in 1904-1905, the Main Street
fire of 1908, labor unrest and a riot in 1932,
and the murder of Chief of Police Charles Eber-
wein in 1936 were among those highlighted.
Many tour participants followed up with a visit
to the South River Museum where Armstrong
and others were on hand to talk about the dis-
plays and answer questions.

Postcard image donated by Donna Kornacki Green.

Gift Shop

South River (Images of
America) [Book] — $21.99
Includes more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive captions.
Pub. June 2015.

Cordova Elopement Scandal
[Book], by Brian Armstrong —
$10.00 — The story of the 1904

OUTH RIVER

scandal in South River. Pub.
2025.

Victorian Housewife Rebellion [Book], by
Brian Armstrong — $10.00 — Features inci-
dents in South River history. Pub. 2023.

Limited Edition Print of the Old School
Baptist Church, by Joseph Csatari —
$25.00 [13" x 15 3/4" unframed]

Photographic Reproduction of an 1882
Edward Lange Painting of Klauser’s
South River Hotel and the Riverfront —
$15.00 [11”"x 17" unframed]

Postcards — Set of 3, $1.00 — Old School
Baptist Church, 1894; Main St., 1906; and
Frazee Urn & Old School Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating South River’s 300
Year History, 1720-2020 — $4.00 —

.| Black with white print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Visit the Gift Shop at the South River
Museum or on our website for
additional items.

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations

and do not include postage. Please con-

additional items and information.

A view of the ruins after the Main Street fire of 1908. ‘ tact us by email or visit our website for



New Acquisitions

e Five photographs taken at Harry’s Department Store, corner of Main and Stephen Streets,
circa 1948; photograph of Irving Rosenthal, SRHS cIass of 1938 in h|s cap and gown. Donat—
ed by Ava leenburg ‘ T

e Photographs of flooding in the area of Water
Street, December 11, 1992 (3); photographs
taken inside the Brodsky & Sons factory (3);
goblet from the dedication of the Summit Engine
Co. fire house, August 26, 1967 (2); Road Map,
Borough of South River, January 1, 1965; SRHS
Esoterica, February/March and April 1976; pro-
gram from the 1966 South River Inaugural Ball
sponsored by the South River Republican Organ-
ization, January 22, 1966; football program,
South River High School vs East Brunswick High
School, November 6, 1965; photograph of the
Independence Hall cake created by Stanley Mag-
iera in 1977; thermometer from Triangle Lig-
uors, Main and Reid Streets; South River High

School Class Offerings catalog, circa 1973-1975; ' — =
Otto's Liquor Store "Party Book" and 1981 cal- Harry Rosenthal (center) with his sons during the

. - - opening of Harry’s Department Store, October 1948.
endar; postcards, Episcopal Church and PO|IS.h Trving "Sonny” Rosenthal is at the left and Sidney
TS ; e Church; Rosenthal at the right. Donated by Ava Rifenburg.
program,

Baby and Little Folk Parade, 1970; invoice, I. Gabay &
D. Pirher, Builders and General Contractors, 1928;
$1,000 Bank Note Replica from Local Finance Co., 708

| Old Bridge Tpke.; promotional framed winter scene ad-
vertising the Quallty Bakery, 38 Obert Street; paper
card case advertising Armstrong Sales Co., Causeway
and Water Street; glass, VFW 8th District, Loyalty Day
Parade, Middlesex County; glass, South River Firemen's
| Jubilee, August 26, 1961; mug, South River High

b tional th — ter f ' School, 1975; plastic mug, South River Rescue Squad,
;i?;gd%naqufr;mgmcz Toarm 50th Anniversary, 1936-1986; ruler, compliments of
Donated by Phyllis Lepucki. Laffin Sales; comb, compliments of Louis Barber Shop,

38 Ferry Street; and assorted newspapers and newspa-
per clippings. Donated by Phyllis Lepucki.
e Studio portrait of the Manhattan Boy’s Club baseball team, 1939. Donated by Peter Silowka.
e Embroidered panel, “A Happy New Year” made at the Alois Bohi embroidery factory; small lin-

en piece embroidered with the Coat of Arms of Swit-
zerland and edelweiss flowers, thought to have been
made at the Alois Bohi embroidery factory; two photo-
graphs taken during South River’s 200th anniversary
celebration, September 1920; photographs of 148 Main
Street and 184 Main Street; photograph of Josephine
Hoffstetter Robinson, Elizabeth Hoffstetter Petrie, Ber-
tha Bohi, and Bertha Hoffstetter Bohi, circa 1920s;
Middlesex County, New Jersey, Graduation Book pre-
sented by the Board of Education of the School District
of South River to Gladys Bohi on her graduation day,

June 15, 1927; play scripts for “"The Patsy” and : :

“Seventeen” used by Gladys Bohi for South River High Embroidery sample featuring edelweiss
School productions in the 1930-1931 school year; ﬂo";ﬁtrrsibi”tgdt';g EhoeatAfgisArB'gﬁiOgnft‘;"r'gizgg'r?,“d'
1931 South River High School commencement invita- factory. Donated by Patricia Neary.
tion and program; Mileage Ration Identification Folder

belonging to B. Bohi, 1945; card case from Armstrongs, Inc., 54 Main Street, circa 1945;
South River High School 1945 football schedule; obituary, William C. Denny, September
1984; South River High School Class of 1931 reunion materials, 1981 and 1986; and three

photographs of Denny Stadium, 2007. Donated by Patricia Neary and Linda Porter.




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://.com/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory
Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Mixed Messages — by Stephanie Bartz

Are you familiar with Edmund Burke? If you ever drove or walked V
by William Campbell School, you passed his name. One of the two
panels on the building facade displayed a quote attributed to
Burke, “Education is the cheap defense of nations.” In case you're
wondering, he was a conservative British statesman and philoso-
pher who was prominent in the latter half of the 18" century.

South River High School included the quote on report cards from &
at least the 1920s into the 1950s. The interesting thing about that ||
though, is that the quote changed between the 1928-1929 school |
year and the 1929-1930 school year when Campbell School

opened.

The older report cards have the word “chief” in place of the i
“cheap” that appears on later cards and the panel. What changed? & = NAT :
It remains unproven, but it’s likely that when Campbell School T } '
was being built, someone decided they’d had the quote wrong. é)Edﬁwund Burke Quote an'el

They changed it for the panel and did the same for report cards. on the facade of Cam%be” Spchool,

Both versions have been widely quoted and printed in the more circa 1999. Donated by Kim Bent.
than 225 years since Burke’s death. Here’s the thing though... it appears that Burke never said
it. What he did say was, “The unbought
EDUCATION IS THE CHIEF DEFENSE OF NATIONS.—Burke. grace of life, the Cheap defence of nations,
the nurse of manly sentiment and heroic
_ _ Reflections on the Revolution in France. As
Top: The quote as it appears on the 1928-1929 South River early as 1827, the “defence of nations”

14

High School report card of Martha Wisotsky. . . I .
Bottom: The quote on Wisotsky’s 1929-1930 report card.  PI€ECE Was being applied to education. One
Donated by Barbara Rushworth. wonders what Burke would have thought.




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




