HisTORICAL & PRESERVATION—

SouTH RIVER

Next Meeting:
April 22

New Jersey and
the American
Revolution,
1776-1781

Former society
president Brian
Armstrong will
present an overview
of New Jersey’s
activities during
the American
Revolution. Famous
battles and events
that occurred in the
"Crossroads of
the American
Revolution" will be
featured along with
profiles of famous
patriots and soldiers
associated with
America’s quest for
freedom.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of

each month.

April 12
May 3
June 7
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NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

We hear a lot of talk these days about taking a “loyalty oath” and what it
means. Simply put, a loyalty oath is a pledge of fidelity or statement of
support for an organization, state, or cause. The Girl Scout Promise and
the Boy Scout Oath are two examples, each unique to its organization.

In the United States, the loyalty oath gained traction during the Civil
War. Confederate prisoners of war and political prisoners could be re-
leased if they took an oath of allegiance promising to "faithfully support,
protect and defend the Constitution of the United States, and the union
of the States thereunder."
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tion, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.” It was first published and recited in schools in 1892.

The pledge saw additional small changes until it was finally recognized by
Congress in 1942. The official name was adopted in 1945. The final
change came in 1954 when the words “under God” were added to create
the pledge that we use today.

Loyalty Day, May 1 of each year, is related to loyalty oaths in that it is
the day designated for the reaffirmation of loyalty to the United States.
Originally observed in 1921 as Americanization Day, Congress declared
May 1, 1955, the first Loyalty Day. Eisenhower signed a proclamation
asking that citizens observe it with suitable ceremonies. Three years lat-
er, in 1958, Loyalty Day was designated a recurring legal holiday.

Although Loyalty Day is not well known today, VFW members continue to
observe it with programs and other events. A ceremony and public lec-
ture in honor of Loyalty Day will be held by South River’'s VFW Lyons
Schepsco Post 1451 on April 18, 2026.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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Membership Matters

Are You a 2026 Member?

Is your membership in the South River
Historical & Preservation Society up to
date? If you aren’t yet a member, or you
haven’t yet renewed your membership
for 2026, please consider sending your
dues in now.

The society and the South River Museum
rely on your continued support to fulfill
the mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history. Dues and do-
nations fund every aspect of our work
from the cataloging and preservation of
artifacts to the newsletter, programs, the
scholarship, our website, and everything
in between.

You can become a member, renew your
membership, or purchase a gift member-
ship using the form included with this
newsletter. Membership forms can also
be downloaded from our website.

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html

If you're already a member, you have
our thanks.

To verify that your membership is up
to date, please check the mailing la-
bel on this newsletter. If you receive
your newsletter electronically,
please email us to find out when
your membership expires:
southriverhistory@gmail.com

The society appreciates your continued
support. As a registered 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, our non-profit status means
that all dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.

Thank you!




Standing Sentinel for 100 Years

South River’'s memorial to those who died while serving their country during World War I turns
100 years old on May 29, 2026. The monument located in front of :

the South River Museum features a statue of a doughboy standing to
honor eleven lost comrades.

According to a December 7, 1925, article in the Daily Home News,
the original plan for the monument called for “a bronze tablet set on
a granite stone to be erected in front of the library building as a me-
morial to the soldiers who were killed in battle during the World War [
and in honor of those who enlisted from the Borough of South River.” |
By the time the plan came to fruition, it had two components, the
monument placed in front of the building to honor those who died in
the war and a plaque installed inside the building to recognize other
South River men who served.

The South River War Memorial Free Public Library was the driving
force behind the project. As a starting point for the funding, the li-
brary association allocated $600 from “the proceeds of the recent
moving picture benefit and a fund that had been earned by the
school children.” Throughout 1926 and early 1927 a series of fund-
raisers were held. These included bake sales and additional moving | A&
picture benefits at the Star Theatre. The Borough Council contributed [&5
$150 to help cover the costs for the monument unveiling program. g

The doughboy monument was purchased from the L. L. Manning
Company of Plainfield at a cost of $1,089. It was unveiled on May 29 $4 788 SO
by Margaret and Helen Clayton, the daughters of Nathan W. Clayton, South River’s World War I
chair of the monument committee. A newspaper article printed the memorial. Photograph by
following day described the event and the monument. Stephanie Bartz.

The misses Clayton, dressed in pure white and wearing a buddy poppy, stepped forward and
at a given signal pulled the strings that released the covering of the monument. Falling to
the base, it revealed for the first time the beautiful life-size figure of a soldier dressed in
khaki, standing with gun at parade rest. The figure is mounted on a nine-ton roughly cut
Maine granite stone supported on a concrete foundation laid five feet in the ground.

Prior to the unveiling, there was a parade down Main Street that included members of the re-
cently formed Veterans of Foreign Wars Lyons Shepsco Post as well as a program of music and
speeches in front of the building. Pupils from the public schools sang, a military band from Fort
Monmouth played, Reverend William Kern of the German Presbyterian Church gave the invoca-
tion, and William S. Lesh, president of the library association, gave the introductory remarks.

Reverend Wilbur Wescott, D.D.,
was the featured speaker and
Reverend Thomas Hicks, pastor of
Conklin Methodist Episcopal
Church, gave the benediction to
close out the event.

The doughboy monument has
been cleaned and repaired more
than once in the 100 years since
it was unveiled. It still stands to-
& day as a tribute to those soldiers
of South River who paid the ulti-
4 mate price for our country.

Editor’s note: Doughboy was a
common nickname for American
infantry soldiers during World War

I. The origins of the name are un-
certain.

was then the public library, May 1926. Donated by Woodis Booraem.




Treasures from the Archives: Frozen in Time

The cold winter days of January and early February 2026 brought some of the less often seen
museum artifacts to mind. Among these are some of the tools that were once used by those
who harvested ice from the river and local ponds for use in refrigeration.

The most familiar to the majority of readers are likely the ice picks used to break large chunks
of ice into smaller pieces. Businesses that sold ice often had ice picks as promotional items for
customers. There are several in the collection at the South River Museum.

The oldest pick dates from the 1920s and promotes the business of Asher W. Bissett, "Pure ice

for particular people."

Newspaper advertisements from the time identified Bissett as a

“Manufacturer of Raw Water Ice” at his 148 Whitehead Avenue location.

The newest ice pick in the collection is from the successor business, Thomas & Chadwick, also
located at 148 Whitehead Avenue. Although Thomas & Chadwick had its start in the 1920s, it
wasn’t until 1945 that they bought out Bissett. The phone number on the pick, CL7-2323,

dates the pick to the 1950s or
1960s.

The museum is also home to a
variety of other ice tools. The
larger of the two saws is an

imposing 68 inches long, blade {

and handle included. Once
owned by Arthur Russell Hoff,

and donated by Raymond Toth,

it was used to cut ice at Dai-
ley’s Pond likely in the late
1800s and early 1900s.

The remainder of the tools

were donated by Bertha Can-
non. Among them are a four
foot long saw, large ice tongs

used for lifting blocks of ice, an
ice shaver used to level a floor |

of ice or break up ice, and an
ice auger used to drill holes in
ice. The auger may have been
used for ice fishing or to test
the thickness of the ice before
harvesting.

Ice harvesting was once a
common occupation in South
River. Both businesses and pri-
vate citizens were involved in
the effort and it was often re-
ported on in the news.

A September 21, 1914, article
in the Daily Home News de-
scribed the work of peach
farmer George Smith. Each
winter he flooded a pasture to
form shallow ponds from which
to harvest ice. Once the har-
vest was completed, the land
was drained. It was used for
pasturage during the summer.

At right—The 68 inch ice saw
used at Dailey’s Pond.
Donated by Raymond Toth.

News of the Past —
The Celebrated Frog

Excerpted from the New Brunswick Daily Home
News, January 16, 1904, page 1.

The latest wonder developed in South River is
the resuscitation of a frozen frog. The story
comes second handed to this city but the bear-
er assures people he tells it to that the frog is
vouched for by leading citizens of South River
whose veracity is unquestionable.

It seems that men were at work cutting ice
from the river there and one cake had a dark-
ish-object in the center. Looking closer the
men found that it was some animal. Breaking
open the cake they found a monster bull frog,
frozen as stiff as the ice itself and dead, to all
intents and purposes.

The frog was carried back to South River as a
souvenir of the coldest winter the town has ev-
er known. They took him to a hotel in the place
and he was placed on the sand box back of the
stove. After looking at the frozen creature the
spectators turned to the bar to guard agalnst a
similar fate and hadn't g -~
treated more than half
way around when a loud
croak from the neigh-
borhood of the stove
made everybody jump
and the next moment
the frog began to hop
about the floor. It is said ‘
that three men never stopped running until
they got home, one leaving the saloon through
the door and others through the window and
that most of the rest signed the pledge. But for
all that the frog was really alive and hearty
and is still so. People who don't believe it are
shown the frog, though they have to take the
word of witnesses that it was the same one
caught in cold storage.




New Acquisitions

¢ Two South River Rams spirit pins from Main Street Florist. Donated by William Goepfert.

+ Negatives from photographs of Campbell School classes, 1972, and Campbell School field
day, 1976; and handwritten notes with information transcribed from Board of Education
minutes, 1894-1917 and 1922-1923. Donated by Marilyn Anastasio.

¢ Patch from the 50" anniversary of the South River Girl Scouts,

1975. Donated by Joann Donatiello.

. & Scrapbook of newspaper clippings, circa early 1900s, including pag-

. es from a Hungarian newspaper featuring a photograph of Mayor Fee;

¢ copy of a sermon delivered by Louis Mackey in the South River Baptist

£ Church, circa 1899-1900; election handbill for John Fee, Jr., 1915;

postcard, South River Trust Co., South River, NJ; postcard, South River

bridge between Sayreville and South River, NJ; South River Savings
and Loan Association chil- ———

dren’s coin bank; photo-
graph of the interior of W. Berman & Co. paint
store; Fee Paint & Wallpaper Co., Inc. paint
mixing stick; South River Rams painters cap;
E.W. Price Agency, Inc., card holder; Spokes-
man, September 6, 1956; South River High 5
School gym suit, 1957-1960; South River High |
School book cover; South River High School
Currents newsletter, [spring 1957]; The Ram,
Vol. 1, No.3, May 28, 1958; and information
about Nikolai Buglaj, South River High School
class of 1960, and his art. Donated by Fran
Fee and Kathi Fee Palacios.

¢ South River Rams, 100 Years Challenge Coin,
1919-2019. From the estate of Robert Barge.

+ Oil painting that once hung at the Crestwood,

Members of the Kolakowski family delivering the oil

the “Tfnner House, South River, NJ, circa painting that once hung in the Crestwood. Left to
1850,” by Halsey R. Peterson, 1961. Donated right: Mary, Kathleen, Rosemary, Charles, Paula,
by the Kolakowski family. and Joe. Photograph by Paul Migut.

Long Before Google Maps...

Richard Van Dyke Reid surveyed and drew the oldest known map of the village of Washington,
now the Borough of South River. 2026 marks
the 175™ anniversary of his achievement. Born
in September 1833, he was six months shy of
his 18 birthday when he completed the pro-
ject.

The map delineates not only the streets, but
individual properties along with the names of
their owners. It identifies businesses such as
Samuel Martin’s Hotel, George W. Reynolds
Brick Yard, and Booraem’s Ship Yard. What is
now Whitehead Avenue is identified simply as
“Road to Old Bridge.” In short, it's a fascinat-
ing snapshot of South River history, particular-
ly when considered in conjunction with Reid’s
photographs and scrapbooks.

Conservation of the map was completed in the
» Ylate 20th century with funding from a private
_|donation. Since that time, it has been on per-
manent exhibit at the South River Museum.
For a full image and list of the names and ini-

Detail from Van Dyke Reid’s 1851 map. The Baptist tials that appear on the map, visit the society’s
Church, now the South River Museum, is at the lower left. website: https://bit.ly/Reid_Map_Index.




In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety extends its sympathies to the families and
friends of Nicholas “Nick” Pawlowski (1950-
2023) and John O’Neill, Jr. (1933-2025). Both
men were longtime members of the society
and contributors to the collections at the
South River Museum.

Special Acknowledgements
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of:

Katie Dey
by JoAnn Devlin
John O'Neill, Jr.
by Amy O’Neill
Iris Schmitt
by Wendy Crane
Nan Whitehead
by Andrew & Carol Payor
Nan Whitehead
by Robert & Ann Rafano

Scholarship Fund:

In Memory of Kathryn & Jim Fee
by Fran Fee
Andrew & Carol Payor
Doughboy Fund:

Kenneth & Gloria Smutko

General Fund:

Maryann Boyler
Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch
Jean Zimmerman

Fast Facts

The village of Washington (now South River),

was designated a town through the passage
of an 1870 state law, “An Act for the Im-
provement of the town of Washington, in the
county of Middlesex.” The law established the
boundaries for the town within the borders of
East Brunswick. It also designated govern-
ance by an elected board of commissioners,
detailed the powers of the commissioners,
and specified the appointment of a town
treasurer, a town marshal, a street superin-
tendent, and a police justice, as well as other
provisos.

A supplementary state law was passed in
1871. The new law provided for an assistant
marshal, a “lock-up, in connection with a
court room,” and the paving of sidewalks.

Reuniting Pieces of History

Thanks to Thomas Acs, a staff member at the
South River Public Library, and the cooperation
of Library Director Karin Finnegan, the muse-
um’s collection of Van Dyke Reid photographs is
a little bit more complete. Earlier this year, Acs
discovered seventeen unidentified photographs
in an envelope labeled “Loose photos—
Historical Society.”

Stephanie Bartz, chair of the society’s Artifacts
Committee, recognized the images as similar to
those in the museum’s Van Dyke Reid collec-
tion. Seven have since been identified and con-
firmed as missing from Reid’s album. They are
listed in the index he created and, in some cas-
es, the captions are legible on the pages from
which the photographs were removed. Other
images are still among the missing. The mys-
tery of who removed the photographs from the
album, when, and why remains.

Gift Shop

South River (Images of

America) [Book] — $21.99
Includes more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive captions.
Pub. June 2015.

Cordova Elopement Scandal
[Book], by Brian Armstrong —
$10.00 — The story of the 1904
scandal in South River. Pub.

2025.

Victorian Housewife Rebellion [Book], by
Brian Armstrong — $10.00 — Features inci-
dents in South River history. Pub. 2023.

Limited Edition Print of the Old School
Baptist Church, by Joseph Csatari —
$25.00 [13" x 15 3/4" unframed]

Photographic Reproduction of an 1882
Edward Lange Painting of Klauser’s
South River Hotel and the Riverfront —
$15.00 [11”"x 17" unframed]

Postcards — Set of 3, $1.00 — Old School
Baptist Church, 1894; Main St., 1906; and
Frazee Urn & Old School Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating South River’s 300
Year History, 1720-2020 — $4.00 —
Black with white print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Visit the Gift Shop at the South River
Museum or on our website for
additional items.

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations
and do not include postage. Please con-
tact us by email or visit our website for
additional items and information.




2026 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History
High School Essay Contest

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in
20267 If they're planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they're attending. Please share the information below.

Award amounts: 1% place - $500; 2" place - $350; 3" place - $150
Deadline for entries: April 15, 2026

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and
who are planning to continue their education.

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history.

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum - Old School Baptist Church.
The first place essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.

Applicable Majors: All fields of study
Submissions must be sent via email and must include your:

o full name e school name o future education plans
e address » expected date of (e.g, college name)

e phone number graduation

e email address e date of submission

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com

You may also mail a paper version to:
South River History Essay Contest
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

Questions? Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events

= April 18: A ceremony in honor of Loyalty Day including a featured guest speaker will
be hosted by VFW Lyons Schepsco Post 1451, South River.

= April 18: The spring meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey,
hosted by the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission, will take place at the Cedar
Bridge Tavern, Barnegat. To register, visit https://www.lhsnj.org/news-events.

= April 22: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its April meeting
and program (postponed from February). For details, see page one of this newsletter.

= May 3: Murders, Disasters, and Scandals — A Main Street Walking Tour will be led by
Brian Armstrong, historian and former president of the society. The tour will include topics
such as the Main Street fire of 1908, the murder of Chief of Police Charles Eberwein, raids,
riots, robberies, and more. It begins at 1:00 at the South River Museum. Presented in part-
nership with the South River Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission.

= May 16: History Day will once again be hosted by Middlesex County at East Jersey Old
Town, Piscataway.

= May 25: The South River Museum will be open to the public following the Memorial Day
parade and subsequent ceremony honoring those who died while serving in the United
States Armed Forces.

= May 27 (rain date—May 28): The South River Museum will be among the sites visited
during Government Day tours for third graders attending South River schools.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://.com/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory
Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Revolutionary Moments — The Battle of Bennet'’s Island

This is the second in a series in honor of America’s 2026 Semiquincentennial, the 250" anni-
versary of the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

/ ~

The Battle of

Although South River is not known for its involve-
ment in the Revolutionary War, it did play a role in

the Battle of Bennet’s Island which took place in East Bennet’s Island
Brunswick on February 18, 1777. The island, known
! i On Feb: 18, 1777, a battle during the Revolutionary War took place
alternately as Clancy S ISIand’ Whltehead IS|and’ and mos:thr::z:itanRiveringa:t;rungswick,;\lj.lmPat{iotscamefrom
by other names, lies along the Raritan River near Cranbury through the night,to attack the Briish Loyalist Outpost on
what is now the Edgeboro landfill. Bﬂtm:;:}:lrmltjhs:{,“:;ssdlthgbr;jse,tl;:g;:!:;:;ykag:;ﬂdm;‘
up to B it n the 1sland where 1 [ nem
. . . was sleeping. The brief but fierce battle that ensued, resulted in the death
C0|One| JOhn Nel|50n and hIS mllltary fOI’CG gathered offou:?ioyilistsandoneAmcricanandthecaptureof60Loyalists.

A e i i i - Among those captured was Major Richard W. Stockton, the "infamous
at Old Ogden S farm In What IS now SOUth R|Ver un land pilot" who had helped the British find and capture American Major
til the moon went down and they could launch their General Charles Lee.

. ipe ’
pre_dawn rald Of the BrItISh OUtpOISt at Bennet S IS_ When General George Washington heard of the stunning victory, he
land. The exact location of Ogden’s farm is not B was quite plessed and heartily thanked Colonel Neilson and his men on a
known, but it is described as having been located on | R wrmbrim i
the South Rlver abOUt d mlle SOUth Of the |S|and. sailinguptheRn.ritanRiver),wasagainusedasanoutpost,thist{meby

the Americans.

Private Benjamin Ogden was a member of the raid-

. A . . ) This Historic Marker is a gift fr
ing party. It is probable that his family home in the Townships of East Bramswick.

South River, then known as Willettstown, was the G Ty
starting point for the raid.

On May 18, 2023, a historical marker commemorat- —

ing the Battle of Bennet’s Island was unveiled. The Historical marker unveiled on May 18, 2023,
marker is located at the Edison Boat Basin across the at the Edison Boat Basin, to commemorate
Raritan River from the battle site. the Battle of Bennet’s Island.

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




