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SouTH RIVER

Next Meeting:
November 19

Looking Back: Field
Day 1931 and 1952

This year’s Annual
Meeting will feature
films of the 1931
and 1952 South
River school Field
Day parades and
activities. See
familiar figures like
Coach John
Fitzpatrick and
Willett School
principal Chester
Zdrodowski in
action. Hear the
voice of Zdrodowski
as he provides

narration for the two

films. AQ & A
session will round
out the evening.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street.
Refreshments will
be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of
each month.

November 2
December 7
January 4
February 1
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NEwWS

From the Editor’s Desk — by Stephanie Bartz

One hundred and thirty years ago, in October 1895, work was begun on
the tracks for the recently approved "“street railway to be operated by
motors driven by electricity from overhead wires suspended on poles and
commonly called the overhead or trolley system." The line would run
from the top of Main Street
down to Ferry Street,
across to Jackson Street, V3 v |
and ultimately to the \ I , J A‘-
Causeway and the bridge / P PUR | 1
over the South River. g 3 ﬁ
T

)
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This month marks the anni- wli}ﬂ
versary of the trolley’s first po
run on November 2, 1895.
Fourteen decorated trolley
cars left New Brunswick
with a group that included
local and county officials, _
the Rutgers president and g V/
members of the faculty,
ministers, doctors, lawyers,
and businessmen. They ar-
rived in South River just
after 3:00 p.m.

For almost thirty-five years
the trolley ran rain or
shine, sometimes through
snow and floods. It was
discontinued in 1930 and
replaced with a bus line. i
The tracks were paved over G
in the summer of 1931.
During World War II, trolley
rails were dug up and col-
lected as scrap metal. They |
were removed by workers
from the Works Project Ad-
ministration at the request of the War Production Board. South River was
one of the first municipalities to agree to the project.
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Above: Laying rails for the trolley road, Main Street
east from Thomas Street, October 1895.
Below: Summer trolley car, Main Street,

July 11, 1902.
Photographs by R. Van Dyke Reid.

Fast forward to the present day. Among Middlesex County’s current pro-
jects is the milling of Main Street from Old Bridge Turnpike to Ferry
Street, removal of the trolley rail ties that were left in place when the
rails were removed, and repaving. What may be the final chapter in the
story of the South River trolley is being written.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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Membership Matters

It's Time to Renew!

Is your membership in the South River
Historical & Preservation Society up to
date? If you aren’t yet a member, or you
haven’t yet renewed your membership,
please consider sending your dues in
now.

The society and the South River Museum
rely on your continued support to fulfill
the mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history. Dues and do-
nations fund every aspect of our work
from the cataloging and preservation of
artifacts to the newsletter, programs, the
scholarship, our website, and everything
in between.

You can become a member, renew your
membership, or purchase a gift member-
ship using the form included with this
newsletter. Membership forms can also
be downloaded from our website:

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html

If you're already a member, you have
our thanks.

To verify that your membership is up to
date, please check the mailing label on
this newsletter. If you receive your
newsletter electronically, please email us
at southriverhistory@gmail.com to find
out when your membership expires.

The society appreciates your continued
support. As a registered 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, our non-profit status means
that all dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.

Thank youl!

Doris Miller (2008) (2022)




The Fate of the Rohna

With almost every seat filled and popcorn offered, the stage was set for the long-anticipated
viewing of Rohna Classified, a documentary about the fate of 1,015 United States soldiers and
others who were killed in the World War II sinking of the HMT Rohna.
Among the casualties was Sgt. Joseph J. Pisinski, a graduate of the South
River High School Class of 1939.

Jack Ballo, producer director, and writer for the film provided a brief intro-
7 P duction. The film’s title

refers to the fact that

4 the sinking of the Rohna

and the circumstances

surrounding the event

were deemed

“Classified” by the gov- —

l ernment for an indefi- doonl bhoteerann,

nite period. Survivors Oriflamme, 1939.

and told that they could never talk about
their experiences. The families of those lost

formation. The film bears the tagline, “It's
time to tell the truth.”

The tragedy, described as “the deadliest
sea disaster by enemy action in the history
‘ = of U.S. war,” was the result of a variety of
- ] factors that came together on November
The scene dSﬁLﬂ}%gt?aepﬁvﬁ;‘tM"iEhsaZ?tE;‘ﬂg?r 24, 2025. 26, 1943, the day after Thanksgiving. The
British-based ship HMT Rohna was in poor
condition and ill-equipped for the transport duty in which it was engaged. It was overcrowded
and many of the lifeboats were rusted in place. Soldiers were issued lifebelts but were given no
instructions on how to use them.

The ship was part of a convoy in the Mediterranean Sea heading to China-Burma-India to pro-
vide support troops in the war against Japan. There was a German air attack that was largely
unsuccessful until a single plane returned and launched the radio-guided missile that was re-
sponsible for the sinking of the Rohna and the death of more than half of the soldiers on board.

Ballo first introduced his documentary project to the society in 2018, when he was collecting
background information about Joseph J. Pisinski and what South River was like prior to the
war. In November 2019, he returned with a
well-received presentation about the film
project for the society’s annual meeting.

In the audience for the September 24,
2025, program was Pisinski’s nephew, Fred
Fulham, one of few remaining family mem-
bers who knew Pisinski. Jack Ballo himself
has a family connection to Pisinski through
his wife. Barbara Ballo and Nicholas Ballo,
wife and grandson of Jack Ballo, are also
the great niece and great great great neph-
ew of Joseph J. Pisinski. They joined in for
the question and answer session that fol-
lowed the film viewing. It was very much a
family affair.

The audience was captivated by the film
and engaged throughout the event. It was =
a fitting tribute to those who were lost. For Jack Ballo, Jomed by Barbara and Nicholas Ballo, displays the

preview clips and more about the film visit: lifebelt worn by HMT Rohna survivor John Fievet.
www.rohnaclassified.com. Photograph by Michael Ballo.
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News & Notes

youtu.be/N67H82H5a2I.

The society’s newest video was re-
cently posted on YouTube. Profession-
ally produced, it provides a brief histo-
ry of the South River Museum from
the origin of the building in the 19
century through it’s evolution. Visit:

OF(0
[=]




New Acquisitions

o Digital copies of two photographs and a letter: South River Fire Department, circa 1910s;
grocery store at the corner of Main Street and Obert Streets, circa 1910; letter of reference

for Frank Rupp written by Charles - : : =
Herrmann, 1912. Donated by Frances . ; e e rf‘f 5 %
Rupp Sanchez. S L X A
Photograph, Paul Kutawski in front of his
business, the Turnpike Lawn Mower Shop,
130 Old Bridge Turnpike; newspaper ad- ||
vertisement for the Turnpike Lawn Mower
Shop. Donated by Kim Bent, Paul
Kutawski, and Suzanne Kutawski in
memory of Marion Kutawski of 5 David
Street, South River.

Digital photograph, painting of Tanner’s
Corner that once hung in the Crestwood.
Donated by the Kolakowski family.
Photograph, 1912-1913 South River High
School basketball team; photograph,
Nonpareil Club and Columbia Band, 1916;
photograph, “Friendship dinner to C.
Walker Ten Broeck,” 1917; brass hand
bell associated with the old firehouse; an-

oy

tique softball; program, “Football: New Grocery Store at the Corner of Main and Obert Streets,

Brunswick vs. South River,” 1936; circa 1910.
“varsity” cheerleader’s jacket with hand- Photograph donated by Frances Rupp Sanchez.

printed quotes, names, drawings, etc.,

circa 1937; drawing of Woodis Booraem as a figure skater and bowler, 1946; program and
related material from “Plantation “Jamboree” presented by Corpus Christi Church,” 1950;
“South River Directory” printed courtesy of Petersen’s Texaco, Main and Water Streets, no
date; large map of the plots at Washington Monumental Cemetery, no date; photograph,
First National Bank bowling team, 1963; menu, Angelo’s Pizza, 56 Main Street, South River;
record album, Irish Concert Tour, The Imperial Concert Band, Chorus and Orchestra, circa
1975; photograph albums, Irish concert tour, 1975, and Polish

concert tour, 1978; member list, Imperial Chorus, 1980; Im-
perial Newsletter, circa 1984; collection of programs and men-

Corpus Christi Church us, Imperial Music Center; signs for Willett House and the Jon-
Presents athan Booraem homestead used during the 1970 celebration of
Javier & Lindsay Clavere South River’s 250" anniversary; small B.P.O.E. 2033 banner;

four plaques awarded to Warren K. Booraem by Elks Lodge
#2033 (1968, 1973-74, 1989, and 1991-1992); photographs,
South River Elks Lodge groups (5); Resolution from the Mid-
dlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders for the 100" birth-
day of Elizabeth K. Booraem along with assorted correspond-
ence recognizing the milestone, 1984; Proclamation from the
mayor and council honoring Woodis and Warren Booraem,
2002; assorted photographs of unidentified people; and as-
sorted newspaper clippings. From the estate of Woodis

Booraem.

e Photograph of Petrie’s Service Station, 77 Water Street, circa
730 PM 1930s; newspaper article about Vincent J. Petrie, Sr., filming
Corpus Christi churcri | the fire that destroyed the SS Yarmouth Castle at sea on No-
100 James Street vember 13, 1965. From the estate of Gary Petrie.
South River, N7 e Program, “Corpus Christi Church Presents Javier & Lindsay

Clavere, October 15, 1999”; program booklet from the event
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Little House Associa-
tion, April 24, 1999; gift certificate and advertisement from

Main Street Florist. Donated by William Goepfert.
Program donated by e 1942 Oriflamme yearbook. Donated by Ken Mannshardt.

Continued on page 6

William Goepfert.



Upcoming Events

= November 8: The fall meeting of the
League of Historical Societies of New
Jersey will be hosted by the Historical Soci-
ety of Chatham Township. For more infor-
mation, visit https://www.lhsnj.org/news-
events.

November 15: The South River Histori-
cal & Preservation Society will host a
Graveyard Tour. For details, see page sev-
en of this newsletter.

November 19: The South River Histori-
cal & Preservation Society will host its
November meeting and program. For de-
tails, see page one of this newsletter.
Ongoing (through December 2025):
Middlesex County hosts "Hometown Pride:
The Power of Sports in Middlesex Coun-
ty” at the Cornelius Low House Museum,
Piscataway. For details visit: https://
www.middlesexcountyculture.com/event/
hometown-pride-the-power-of-sports-exhibit
-opening-date-10-6-24/.

In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety extends its sincere sympathies to the
family and friends of Dr. Mary Witt who died
in 2024. She was a life member and a
longstanding supporter of the society.

Special Acknowledgements
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of:
Ferd A. David
by Laverne David Gopstein
Jan’s sisters, Sally Bennett & Audrey Lund
by John & Janice Hutchison

In Kind Contributions:
Edward Bartz, video and audio editing

AchiSitiOI‘IS — continued from page 5

e Six 1920s-1930s era postcards of South Riv-
er; New Jersey Veterans of Foreign Wars

2017 Then &
Now Publica-
tion. Donated
by Fred Ful-
ham.

e Four South
River High
School report
cards for
Louise Jensen,

Parochial School and St. Mary's Church, South River, N. J.

1949-1950 to

1952-1953;
South River High School Handbook, circa
1949-1952; Certificate of Achievement for
Louise Jensen from the Curtis Vocational Divi-
sion, approved by Theodore Sivess, 1952;
program, the Dramatic Club of South River
High School presentation of “Junior Miss,”
1952; commencement tickets, South River
High School, 1953 (2); commencement pro-
gram, South River High School, 1953; diplo-
ma, South River High School, Louise Eleanor
Jensen, 1953; certificate of congratulations
for Louise Jensen on her graduation from
South River High School, signed by Congress-
man James C. Auchincloss, 1953; program,
40th reunion of the Class of 1953, October
1993. Donated by Lisa Macyda.

e 1979 and 1980 South River High School Ori-
flamme yearbooks. Donated by Barbara
Rushworth.

Postcard donated by Fred Fulham.

Gift Shop

South River (Images of
America) [Book] — $21.99
Includes more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive captions.
Pub. June 2015.

Cordova Elopement Scandal
[Book], by Brian Armstrong —

$10.00 — The story of the 1904
scandal in South River. Pub. 2025.

Victorian Housewife Rebellion [Book], by
Brian Armstrong — $10.00 — Features inci-
dents in South River history. Pub. 2023.

Limited Edition Print of the Old School
Baptist Church, by Joseph Csatari —
$25.00 [13" x 15 3/4" unframed]

Photographic Reproduction of an 1882
Edward Lange Painting of Klauser’s
South River Hotel and the Riverfront —
$15.00 [11"x 17" unframed]

Postcards — Set of 3, $1.00 — Old School
Baptist Church, 1894; Main St., 1906; and
Frazee Urn & OIld School Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating South River’'s 300
Year History, 1720-2020 — $4.00 —
Black with white print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Visit the Gift Shop at the South River
Museum or on our website for
additional items.

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations
and do not include postage. Please con-
tact us by email or visit our website for
additional items and information.




ATU RDAY NOVEMBER 15.,2&)25

- ", .6:00PM-6: 30PM"
= 7:00-7:30PM_ .

—

-Q%The Soutﬁ River Museurﬁ
64-66 Maln Street South R.l—ver NJ
= 08882

=
For additional information and questions

please contact Jennifer LaScala
jenniferlascala@gmail.com

https://southriverhistory.org/




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://.com/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory
Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

2025 has been a banner year for new acquisitions.
We've received hundreds of new artifacts, some tangi-
ble, some digital, from more than twenty-five donors.
Two of the most intriguing donations are a pair of imag-
es that depict the house at Tanner’s Corner, the area at
the top of Main Street, in the 1800s. Although done by
two different painters, the images are strikingly similar
down to the small boy standing near the gate.

The first to be donated was a painting by Georgeanne
June. June was a a descendant of Samuel Willett and a
lifelong resident of South River. She was born in 1927 It E——
and died in 2001. The painting is undated. i ==

. . . Above: Painting by Georgeanne June.
The second image is a photograph of a 1961 painting by | ponated by the family of Marion Kutawski.

Halsey R. Peterson of Perth Amboy. If you visited the Below: Photograph of a painting by Halsey R.
Crestwood when it was owned by the Kolakowski family, | Peterson. Donated by the Kolakowski family.
you’'ve probably seen the original. The painting titled, T s T

“Tanner House—South River, NJ—circa 1850” hung
there for many years.

There are a few interesting differences in the paintings.
Peterson’s has a wider view hinting at a church and vil- |
lage in the distance. He also painted more figures on top |
of the stagecoach. Noticeably missing from June’s paint- |
ing is the female seated next to the driver.

We’d love to know how the two paintings came to be.
Did both artists base their work on the same source? Or
is one painting an homage to the other?




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




