
  

 
 

  
 President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman 

 
When we think about local businesses using advertising on utility items 
such as bottle openers, we might think that the practice started after 
World War II. It actually dates back into the 1800s but wasn’t popular-
ized until the early 1900s. The National Association of Advertising Novel-
ty Manufacturers, now the Promotional Products Association Internation-
al, was formed in 1903. 
 
Businesses realized that they could increase sales by having their names 
and related information printed on common household items. One such 
item is the bottle opener, often combined with a can opener. The muse-
um has examples from the Alexander Pharmacy, Cost Liquor Store, Hill-
man’s Bar, Jack’s Liquor Store, 
Jackson Liquors, Laffin Chevrolet 
Sales, and Main Pharmacy. 
  
Why bottle openers? They were 
useful in most if not all house-
holds. In 1892, William Painter 
invented the Crown Cork bottle 
cap. The National Inventors Hall 
of Fame describes it as having “a 
corrugated-flange edge… lined 
with a thin cork disc and a special 
paper backing to seal the bottle 
and prevent contact between the 
metal cap and the drink.” Opening 
the tight-fitting metal caps with 
their quarter inch corrugations around the edge required a new kind of 
bottle opener. 
 
In 1894, Painter came to the rescue by inventing a “Capped Bottle Open-
er” known as a pry opener. This type of opener became an immediate 
success and was soon being used in the United States and then world-
wide. Because pry openers were cheap to produce, local businesses be-
gan to give them away to customers as promotional items. 
  
Although the original openers only worked for bottles, other tools were 
eventually added. Openers to punch holes in cans containing liquids were 
the obvious choice, but other gadgets included a corkscrew, a small 
knife, a man’s button hook, and a cigar cutter. As the number of busi-
nesses expanded and competition increased, so too did the options for 
promotional items that could be used to advertise those businesses. 
 
The collection at the South River Museum includes examples of ashtrays, 
calendars, thermometers, keychains, coasters, pens and pencils, rulers, 
hand fans, rain bonnets, cups, and many other artifacts that were given 
out as promotional items. Are your favorite businesses represented? 

 
 

Next Meeting: 
September 24 

 
Rohna Classified 

 
[Postponed from June] 

 
Documentary 

filmmaker Jack Ballo 
will show his film 
about the 1943 
sinking of the 

HMT Rohna, an 
ill-equipped World 
War II transport 
ship. Joseph J. 

Pisinski, South River 
High School Class of 

1939, and 1,014 
other U.S. soldiers 

were killed. 
Classified for more 
than 50 years, the 
largely forgotten 

event has now been 
revealed.  

 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. 
at the South River 

Museum, 
64-66 Main Street. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 

Number 130, September 2025 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to 
the general public 
from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on the 
first Sunday of 
each month. 

 

September 7 
October 5 

November 2 
December 7 

Two types of combination bottle and can 
openers. The top opener, from Jack’s Liquors, 

216 Turnpike, was donated by Frances & 
Dudley Tighe. The bottom opener, from 

Hillman’s Bar, 18 Washington Street, was 
donated by Linda Braycewski. 



South River Historical & Preservation News 
 

Published five times a year by the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

To Our Readers:   
 
The South River Historical & Preservation News 
willingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe 
we have made a mistake, please let us know. 
 
Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always 
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be 
received by October 10. 
 
Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your 
newsletter via email by sending a message to:  
southriverhistory@gmail.com. 

 

 OFFICERS 
 
  President 
     Sara-Ann Goldman 
  Vice President 
     Donna Rafano 
  Secretary 
     Richard Alai 
  Treasurer 
     Marilyn Anastasio & 
     Brian Armstrong 
 

 Immediate Past 
     President 
     Nan Whitehead 
 
 MANAGING DIRECTOR—Stephanie Bartz 

SRH&PS 2025 Executive Board Membership Matters 
 

TRUSTEES 
 
  Joanne Dembinski  
  Hank Dziemian 
  Will Goepfert 
  Linda Grimm 
  Candice Lewandoski 
  Paul Migut 
  Ann Rafano 
  Robert Rafano 
  Jeanmarie Ruch 
  Michele Senko 
  Andrea Ternyila 
  Walter Woronowicz 

 COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds—Paul Migut 
  Contingency Planning—Paul Migut 
  Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants—Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality—Linda Grimm and Jennifer LaScala 
  Membership—Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz 
  Program—Donna Rafano 
  Publicity—Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship—Joann Smith-Goepfert and 
  Will Goepfert 
  Web Site—Stephanie Bartz 
 
 HONORARY TRUSTEES 

  Ann Rafano (2003) 
  Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
  Stephanie Bartz (2007) 
  Doris Miller (2008) 
  Robert Rafano (2008) 

Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Ken Roginski (2022) 
Joann Smith-Goepfert 
(2022) 
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Are You a Member? 
 
Is your membership in the South River 
Historical & Preservation Society up to 
date? If you aren’t yet a member, or you 
haven’t renewed your membership for 
2025, please consider sending your dues 
in now. 
 
The society and the South River Museum 
rely on your continued support to fulfill 
the mission of preserving and promoting 
South River’s rich history. Dues and do-
nations fund every aspect of our work 
from the cataloging and preservation of 
artifacts to the newsletter, programs, the 
scholarship, our website, and everything 
in between. 
 
You can become a member, renew your 
membership, or purchase a gift member-
ship using the form included with this 
newsletter. Membership forms can also 
be downloaded from our website: 
 

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html 
 

If you’re already a member, you have 
our thanks. 
 
To verify that your membership is up to 
date, please check the mailing label on 
this newsletter. If you receive your 
newsletter electronically, please email us 
at southriverhistory@gmail.com to find 
out when your membership expires.  
 
The society appreciates your continued 
support. As a registered 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, our non-profit status means 
that all dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.  
 
Thank you! 

  Editor: Stephanie Bartz 
 
 Contributors:  
 
   Marilyn Anastasio    Sara-Ann Goldman 
   Stephanie Bartz      Michele Senko 
       
 Mailings & Distribution:  
 
   Joann Smith-Goepfert 
   William Goepfert 



 
 

2025 First Place Scholarship Essay — by Julia Kret 
 
** Julia Kret is a member of the Class of 2025 of South River High School. What follows is her 
winning essay from the 2025 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High School Es-
say Contest. ** 
 
My name is Julia Kret and I am currently a senior at South River High School. For the Richard 
K. Meyers Memorial essay I chose to write about the Memorial Day parade that happens every 
year in South River. I wasn't born and raised in South River like most of my peers and class-
mates. When I first moved here for the start of 6th grade, I was a stranger to the town's 
streets and traditions. Relocating to a new place is never easy, especially when you've left be-
hind everything familiar. My parents moved to the United States as young adults, with very lit-
tle help. They settled in Brooklyn, New York, once I was born. They built a close circle with oth-
er Polish residents in the area, and they quickly became a part of my life. Growing up, my 
younger brother and I spent our days outside with their kids, whom we basically called our 
cousins. Throughout our transition moving to South River, my parents were worried that my 
brother and I wouldn't have as great of a Polish community around us. I didn't know much 
about South River when I first arrived, but quickly learned the pride and love the town has to 
offer. I would soon learn how special the community here is, and forever shape the way I saw 
my new home. 
 
The Memorial day parade is more than a tribute to fallen heroes; it's a celebration for the com-
munity itself. The event brings everyone from neighbors to strangers together. Each year, resi-

dents gather along Main Street as families and 
friends gather to start the procession. People set up 
folding chairs early, and American flags line the 
sidewalks. Children wave flags, wearing red, white, 
and blue, and sometimes even riding decorated 
bikes in the early part of the procession. I remem-
ber my first time attending- the sun shining on my 
face, drums thumping, horns blowing, and the com-
munity gathering together excited me regarding not 
being from the area. People of all ages gathered 
around me, dressed in red, white, and blue, ready 
to celebrate and remember. One of the most mem-
orable aspects of the parade for me, was how beau-

tifully it highlighted South Riv-
ers' rich Polish history. Grow-
ing up in a Polish household, 
my culture has always been a big part of my life — the language, the food, the traditions — but 
I never expected to see it so openly embraced in an American town. Local Polish organizations 
carried banners written in both English and Polish, while the Polish flag was carried alongside 
the American one. This small gesture might have not meant much for most, but to me it repre-
sented my two identities in one way. Last year the Polish Heritage Society marched in the 
South River Memorial Day Parade, representing the beloved Parish of St. Mary of Ostrabrama. 
 
The music too, was unforgettable. The sounds of marching bands playing patriotic tunes com-
bined with Polish culture songs into one soundtrack. Everyone was clapping for the marching 
band. Not only did Veterans and soldiers show off their costumes and badges, members of the 
Polish-American Veterans’ Association marched with pride, showing off their culture. I also en-
joyed watching the organizations make their way down the street. It was a beautiful reminder 
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Above: Polish Veterans carrying 
American and Polish flags in the 

2018 Memorial day parade. 
At right: A group representing the 
parish of St. Mary of Ostrabrama in 

the 2018 Memorial Day parade. 
Photographs by Stephanie Bartz. 



 Scholarship — continued from page 3 
 
that I didn’t have to leave my culture behind to feel at home here. Watching all of this as a 
newcomer, I felt a sense of connection. I never expected to find such a great Polish community 
so quickly, and so close to me. 
 
Even though South River’s Polish population has slowly decreased over the years, the signs of 
the past are still everywhere. Not only does South River honor Polish culture, it used to be a 
primarily Polish populated community. The streets are named after Polish families and commu-
nity members who helped build the town long before I arrived. Names like Wosniak, Gergely, 
Zaleski, and Jasionowski still mark street corners, reminding everyone of the history that 
shaped this place. Of course, like many towns, South River’s history is layered. Even as the 
community has changed, you can still attend Polish Mass at the local church, which holds ser-

vices in Polish and offers space for Polish traditions, 
prayers, and holidays to be celebrated. There’s also a 
local Polish store where you can buy familiar foods 
like pierogi, kielbasa, babka, and Polish candies that 
remind me of my childhood. Knowing that these plac-
es exist made the town feel less foreign and more 
like home. 
 
At the end of the route, the crowd typically gathers 
at the town’s Veterans Memorial or a local cemetery 
for a ceremony. This includes a few speeches from 
local officials, a prayer or benediction, a rifle salute 
from a veteran honor guard, and the playing of Taps 
to honor fallen soldiers. The Memorial Day Parade in 
South River is more than a tradition; it’s a symbol of 
the town’s heart. But what made the day feel person-
al to me was the way the parade celebrated South 
River’s Polish roots — the same roots that run 
through my own family. South River is an community 
built on history, pride, and a shared sense of belong-
ing. 
 
I wasn’t just watching a parade — I was being wel-
comed into a community that was proud of its histo-
ry, its veterans, and its cultural diversity. Although 
the population may have become smaller, the parade 
felt like a living memory of those times, when the 

community was at its fullest. As a Polish-American, seeing both sides of my identity celebrated 
in one event made me feel understood and accepted in a way I had never felt before in a new 
place. The Memorial Day Parade taught me that South River isn’t just a town you move to — 
it’s a place you grow into. The town’s spirit, its pride in its past, and its welcoming nature 
showed me that even though I wasn’t born here, I was now part of something special. That 
day, South River gave me more than just a parade to watch — it gave me a new home. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 September 24: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its Sep-

tember meeting and program. For details, see page one of this newsletter.  
 October 11: South River Day, sponsored by the South River Cultural Arts & Heritage 

Commission, will take place on Montgomery Street, noon to 5 p.m. Food, music, and 
amusements. Admission is free. 

 November 8: The fall meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey 
will be hosted by the Historical Society of Chatham Township. For more information, visit 
https://www.lhsnj.org/news-events. 

 Ongoing (through December 2025): Middlesex County hosts “Hometown Pride: The 
Power of Sports in Middlesex County” at the Cornelius Low House Museum, Piscataway. 
For details visit:  https://www.middlesexcountyculture.com/event/hometown-pride-the-
power-of-sports-exhibit-opening-date-10-6-24/. 
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The Memorial Day ceremony in front of the 
South River War Memorial building, now the 

South River Museum, May 27, 1996. 
Photograph by Michael Ondre. 



 

 

 

Spotlight on Facebook 
 
On August 11, 2025, the society reached a new 
milestone when the number of followers for our 
Facebook page reached and surpassed the 
2,000 mark. Not surprisingly, almost all of 
those who follow our posts are located in the 
United States, about a quarter of them in South 
River. According to the demographics provided by Facebook, there are outliers in Brazil, Portu-
gal, Canada, Hungary, Nigeria, the United Kingdom, and Uruguay.  
 
Facebook breaks the age and gender data into age ranges. We’re far more popular with women 
than with men, 62.7% versus 37.3%, and with the 65 and older age group. Odd but interesting 
is the fact that the number of women in the over 65 group exceeds the number of women in 
the 55-64 age group while the number of men is the same for both groups. 
 
In addition to programs and museum hours, we use the Facebook page to share history based 
on photographs from the museum collection as well as images of other types of artifacts. If 
you’re not already following us on Facebook, we invite you to visit the page to see what you’re 
missing: www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.  
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Special Acknowledgements 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
    In Honor of: 
      Ann Rafano 
 by Marilyn Anastasio  
      Ann Rafano 
 by Stephanie & Ed Bartz 
      Ann Rafano 
 by Candice Lewandoski 
 
    In Memory of: 
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Marilyn Anastasio 
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Wendy & Terrence Crane  
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Theresa & Tom Kirckof  
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Joseph Kolakowski  
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Robert & Ann Rafano  
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Harold & Carla Soden   
      L. Iris Schmitt 
 by Russell & Kerry Wallace  
 
    OSBC Cemetery Conservation Program: 
 

      Michael Szewczyk & Linda Smith 
 
    Scholarship Fund: 
 

      Bruce Meyers 
      Christine Reilley 
 
    General Fund: 
 

      Alexander Mondrick 

 

Gift Shop 
 
South River (Images of  
America) [Book] — $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs and 
descriptive captions. Pub. June 
2015. 
 
Cordova Elopement Scandal 
[Book], by Brian Armstrong —
$10.00 — The story of the 1904 
scandal in South River. Pub. 2025. 
 
Victorian Housewife Rebellion [Book], by 
Brian Armstrong — $10.00 — Features inci-
dents in South River history. Pub. 2023. 
 
Limited Edition Print of the Old School 
Baptist Church, by Joseph Csatari —$25.00 
[13" x 15 3/4" unframed] 
 
Photographic Reproduction of an 1882 
Edward Lange Painting of Klauser’s South 
River Hotel and the Riverfront — $15.00 
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 
Postcards — Set of 3, $1.00 — Old School 
Baptist Church, 1894; Main St., 1906; and 
Frazee Urn & Old School Baptist graveyard. 
 
Tote Bag Celebrating South River’s 300 
Year History, 1720-2020 — $4.00 — Black 
with white print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 

Visit the Gift Shop at the South River 
Museum or on our website for 

additional items. 
 
Note: Prices reflect minimum donations 
and do not include postage. Please con-
tact us by email or visit our website for 
additional items and information. 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety extends its sincere sympathies to the 
family and friends of Iris Schmitt. Iris was an 
active member of the society’s executive 
board and a dedicated volunteer for many 
years. She served as a trustee and a com-
mittee chair, and was awarded Honorary 
Trustee status in 2014. 



 

 New Acquisitions 
 

 Collection of posters and prints featuring images painted by Joseph Csatari, many inscribed 
to the donor and signed by the artist:  

 After Hours, Boy Scouts of America calendar and 
prints  

 The Patrol Leader, Boy Scouts of America print 
 It’s a Boy’s Life, Boy Scouts of America poster 
 Family Camping, Boy Scouts of America print 
 Prepared to Do a Good Turn, Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica posters and prints 
 A Winter Camping Scene, Boy Scouts of America 

print 
 The Strength of Scouting through Volunteers, Boy 

Scouts of America print 
 The Scoutmaster, Boy Scouts of America poster 
 Scouting Salutes Community Organizations, Boy 

Scouts of America prints (featuring the South Riv-
er firehouse located on George Street, razed in 
2020) 

 Portrait of Leonard Nimoy used for original cover 
of I am not Spock prints 

    Donated by George Feaster. 
 “Memories” photograph album with images from 

Campbell School, class trips, "Junior Assembly," Wash-
ington D.C., Arlington National Cemetery, South River 
High School, and other locations; South River Recrea-
tion Program Schedule, circa 1950s; South River High 
School cardigan sweater; South River High School 
Handbook [1951-1952]; SRHS Class of 1952 patches; program for the SRHS Music Depart-
ment Spring Concert, 1952; itinerary for SRHS trip to Washington, D.C., 1952 (2); framed 

panoramic photograph of the Class of 
1952 in Washington, D.C., 1952; 1952 
Class Night program, “Maroon Meteor”; 
South River High School Commence-
ment program, 1952; framed photo-
graph of the South River High School 
Class of 1952 seated on the bleachers 
at Campbell School Field in their caps 
and gowns; laminated pages from the 
Spokesman featuring photographs of 
the members of the South River High 
School graduating class of 1952; Class 
of 1952 reunion programs (10 year-
1962; 40 year-1992; 50 year-2002); 
album of photographs and memorabilia 
from the 50th reunion of the Class of 
1952; “My Happy School Memories” 
autograph book, 1956-1957; goblet 
from the 15th reunion of the SRHS 

Class of 1951; oil painting of the house at Tanner’s Corner, by Georgeanne June; "South Riv-
er Hospitality Week" program, 1962; Alexander Pharmacy thermometer & calendar, 1965; 
Alexander Pharmacy plastic pill box (2); Paymaster Checkwriter from Turnpike Lawnmower 
Shop located at 130 Old Bridge Turnpike; programs from Imperial Band and Chorus events, 
1969-1971 (7); rain bonnet from Clayton Lumber Company (2); "Ted Kadela Testimonial Din-
ner Dance, February 24, 1973" program; record album, Vespers, as Sung by the Imperial 
Chorus of South River, NJ, July, 1978 in Poland; can cover promoting Shawn Haussermann 
for Mayor, Tracy Vargo-Bingert for Council, and Deborah Krusius for Council, 1999; Centenni-
al Commemoration, Saint Mary of Ostrabrama Parish, South River, New Jersey, 2003; and 
assorted newspaper clippings. Donated by Kim Bent, Paul Kutawski, and Suzanne Kutawski in 
memory of Marion Kutawski of 5 David Street, South River.  
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Scouting Salutes Community Organizations, 
by Joseph Csatari.  

Print donated by George Feaster. 

Continued on page 7 

“Junior Assembly” program, 
circa 1950-1951, from the 
“Memories” album donated 
by Kim Bent, Paul Kutawski, 

and Suzanne Kutawski. 



 
 

Acquisitions — continued from page 6 
 
 SRHS girl’s gym suit, mid-1960s; 1967 SRHS class photo; 1961 Willett school class photo; 

glass mug, South River Fire Department/South River Rescue Squad anniversary, August 14, 
1976; can opener, Hillman’s Bar, 18 Washington St.; plastic tumblers, Hillside Liquor Store, 
171 Hillside Ave. (2); refrigerator magnet, South River Rams; ruler, Cordell’s, 71 Main St.; 
Rothenberg’s Mustardized Compound of Goose Grease prepared for Quality Pharmacy, 66 
Main St.; pencil, South River Fire Department; pencil, Thomas & Chadwick silver anniversary, 

1924-1949; pencil, South River Trust Company; “Thrifty 
tiger” dime saver, South River Savings and Loan (2); 
“Dolly dolphin” quarter saver, South River Savings and 
Loan; $1.00 account token, First National Bank, South 
River; pocket knife, Bagamary’s, 16 William St.; pen 
knife/key ring, Schack’s Hall and Tavern; cigarette light-
er, Ram’s Head Tavern; miniature trophy award, SR rec-
reation; pin, SR Recreation Program, number 391; busi-
ness card, Modern Service Co., 17 Ferry St.; service 
contract, Admiral air conditioner, Modern Service Co., 17 
Ferry St., 1959-1960; Corpus Christi School Family 
Cookbook, 1991; Treasured Recipes: St. Mary's Rosari-
ans, 1985; and Our Favorite ‘Around the Clock’ Recipes, 
Columbiettes, 1954. Donated by Linda Braycewski. 
 Home News & 
Tribune article 
about the return 

of the remains of Vietnam casualty Andrew Ivan, Jr., 
March 27, 1996. Donated by Leonard Gordon. 

 1977 SRHS varsity cheerleader’s jacket; “Mother” 
handkerchief set; "My Town: South River" report by 
Darlene Angersbach; and a Certificate of Appreciation 
awarded to Charles Angersbach by the people of South 
River, World War II. Donated by Darlene Angersbach 
Mauro. 

 1943 South River High School class rings owned by 
Henry Melvin Parr and Dorothy Ketschek (Parr); SRHS Class of 1943 class photograph and 
commencement invitation; SRHS Class of 1943 reunion programs, planning materials, and 
group photographs, 1963 – 1968 - 1973 – 1983 - 1993; and a souvenir plate, Class of 1943, 
30th reunion dinner. Donated by Richard Parr. 

 1894 invitation to Mabel E. Manahan’s 5th birthday; South River High School commencement 
invitation, 1907; 1925 certified copy of a 1907 South River birth certificate for “Baby” Smith; 
“School is out” card with photograph thought to be of Kenneth L. Smith; 1956 obituary and 
remembrance card for Daniel H. Smith. Donated by Susan M. MacDougall. 

 Allgair’s Inc. quart milk bottle; Rosen’s Beverages/South River Bottling Co. 7-ounce soda bot-
tle; soda bottle embossed with a pattern of circles, South River, New Jersey; green glass 
beverage bottle, South River Bottling Co. Donated by David Worden. 

2025 Scholarship Awards 
 
The Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High School Essay Contest has enjoyed 
thirteen years of contributing to the further education of some of South River’s high school 
graduates. The scholarship is sponsored by the society and supported by contributions from 
members of the Meyers family and other donors.  
 
The 2025 winners were announced during an award event held in June. 
 

1st Place — Julia Kret, South River High School  
2nd Place — Juliana Marques, South River High School  
3rd Place — Hector Aguilar, South River High School  

 
Scholarship winners are selected by a judging panel composed of members of the society’s ex-
ecutive board. The essays from all thirteen years of the competition are part of the historical 
record represented by the South River Museum collections and can be viewed at the museum. 
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1943 South River High School class rings 
donated by Richard Parr. 

Schack’s Hall & 
Tavern pen knife/

key ring donated by 
Linda Braycewski. 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Encore! Encore! 
 
For the third time in the publication history of South River Historical & Preservation News, an 
issue of the newsletter was awarded first 
place in the Kevin M. Hale Publication 
Awards sponsored by the League of Histori-
cal Societies of New Jersey. The winning 
issue, from September 2024, featured the 
year’s winning scholarship essay; an article 
about the “Castle,” a historic home that 
was torn down in 1966, and what came af-
ter; and a piece about an 1850s era quilt in 
the museum collection, among other items. 
 
At the League’s June 2025 meeting, held in 
Oldwick and hosted by the Tewksbury His-
torical Society, Donna Rafano, vice presi-
dent of the South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society, accepted the newsletter 
award on behalf of the society. In addition 
to the awards, the event included a variety 
of presentations about local, county, and 
New Jersey history. 
 
The newsletter awards are part of a statewide competition open to historical societies that are 
members of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey. South River Historical & Preserva-
tion News also received first place awards for issues published in 2016 and 2023. Third place 
awards were received for issues published in 2017 and 2019. 
 
All of the society’s past newsletters are available online. Visit our website to read more about 
society activities, South River history, and more: www.southriverhistory.org/Newsletters.html. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                        
Website: https://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]  



SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

           Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. 

           Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

 

            I would like to make an additional donation: 

                $________             in honor of            in memory of: _________________________________ 

                $________      Scholarship Fund 

                $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

                $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  

                $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

      My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 

                $________                       in honor of            in memory of: _________________________________ 

                $________      Scholarship Fund 

                $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

                $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  

                $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

   

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Lifetime - Family         $250.00 
         (One household/address) 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 


