
  

 
 

  
 President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman 

 
Although we tend to use the terms “tea kettle” and “tea pot” somewhat 
interchangeably, there is a difference. While both have spouts, a kettle is 
used to boil water for tea and a pot is used to steep and serve tea.  
 
In 2013, I donated my grandmother’s tea kettle to the museum. It was 
made by the Griswold Manufacturing Company in the 1910s. The kettle 
is in the colonial design, simple and functional, and is made of cast alu-
minum. It has a wooden handle and an 
attached lid. The lid has a knob and 
swivels to open. The tea kettle holds 6 
quarts of water. No, I didn’t measure it 
myself, the capacity is stamped on the 
bottom along with the company logo and 
the item number “536”.  
 
Trying to nail down the actual manufac-
turing date, I continued to search and 
eventually found pictures 
matching my grandmother’s 
tea kettle. The accompanying 
information stated that it was 
made in 1913. I know that 
my grandparents were mar-
ried in 1910 and living in an 
apartment on George Street 
in South River by 1913.  
 
Because I had never heard of this company, I did a little digging. The 
Griswold Manufacturing Company was established in Erie, Pennsylvania 
in 1887, after the reorganization of a older firm that manufactured cast 
iron hardware and cookware. The original firm was established by Mat-
thew Griswold and the Selden brothers in 1865.  
 
Griswold’s first cast aluminum tea kettle, a lighter alternative to their 
cast iron version, was produced around 1893. In the 1920s, they began 
making enamel coated items and followed with electric cooking applianc-
es within the next ten years. Major changes took place beginning in 1946 
when a group of New York investors took over the company. By the fol-
lowing year the Griswold family that had been involved in the business 
since its inception was completely out of the business. 
 
My grandmother’s tea kettle is now part of a collection of items that 
make up the kitchen exhibit at the South River Museum. It’s in good 
company with antique toasters, irons, lanterns, washboards, and many 
other items that were once part of daily life. I invite you to visit the mu-
seum and imagine what life may have been like when the now antique 
items were state of the art. 

 
 

Next Meeting: 
June 25 

 
Rohna Classified 

 
Documentary 

filmmaker Jack Ballo 
will show his film 
about the 1943 
sinking of the 

HMT Rohna, an 
ill-equipped World 
War II transport 
ship. Joseph J. 

Pisinski, South River 
High School Class of 

1939, and 1,014 
other U.S. soldiers 

were killed. 
Classified for more 
than 50 years, the 
largely forgotten 

event has now been 
revealed.  

 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. 
at the South River 

Museum, 
64-66 Main Street. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 

Number 129, June 2025 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to 
the general public 
from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on the 
first Sunday of 

each month  
(second Sunday if 

the first is a holiday) 
 

June 1 
July 6 

August 3 
September 7 

The tea kettle donated by  
Sara-Ann Goldman in 2013. 
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Are You a Member? 
 
Is your membership in the South River 
Historical & Preservation Society up to 
date? If you aren’t yet a member, or you 
haven’t renewed your membership for 
2025, please consider sending your dues 
in now. 
 
The society and the South River Museum 
rely on your continued support to fulfill 
the mission of preserving and promoting 
South River’s rich history. Dues and do-
nations fund every aspect of our work 
from the cataloging and preservation of 
artifacts to the newsletter, programs, the 
scholarship, our website, and everything 
in between. 
 
You can become a member, renew your 
membership, or purchase a gift member-
ship using the form included with this 
newsletter. Membership forms can also 
be downloaded from our website: 
 

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html 
 

If you’re already a member, you have 
our thanks. 
 
To verify that your membership is up to 
date, please check the mailing label on 
this newsletter. If you receive your 
newsletter electronically, please email us 
at southriverhistory@gmail.com to find 
out when your membership expires.  
 
The society appreciates your continued 
support. As a registered 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, our non-profit status means 
that all dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.  
 
Thank you! 



 
 

South River’s Flowing Tides — by Robert C. Rafano 
 
Did you ever look at the Borough of South River's seal? You will find it on official vehicles, sta-

tionery, and borough offices. I invite you to read it. It says, 
"Our flowing tides can carry cargoes to the markets of the 
world." Have you seen any flowing tides lately? Have you 
looked at the river at the end of Main Street and along Water 
Street and the Causeway, or what used to be the river there? 
What happened to the "flowing tides" that are memorialized in 
the motto?  
 
Yes, there once were flowing tides. In the 1800s and early 
1900s, South River was a shipbuilding site and a significant 
Raritan River port. Let's take a look back at some of the sup-
porting evidence. 
 
 Jesse Selover’s unpublished “History of South River, New 
Jersey” includes a list of more than 70 commercial sailing ves-
sels on the South River between 1800 and 1920. The list also 
provides the name of the master of each vessel, Bright, Rose, 
Martin, June, Dailey, Yates, and Serviss to name a few. Do the 
names sound familiar? They are all names of streets in South 
River. 

 For over a century South River was an 
important shipping port. As told in the 
"Waterfront Scenes" chapter of Se-
lover’s history, a large fleet of sloops 
and schooners sailed from South River 
freighting brick, wood, clay, fruit, vege-
tables, hay, and other goods. In the 
winter season, the “scene along the riv-
er was that of a real port. From twenty 
to thirty schooners harbored here from 
November to March. Lying two and 
three schooners abreast, the boat line 
extended from Brown's corner at the 
foot of Jackson Street to Whitehead’s 
brick yard at the foot of the Reid Street 
bend.” 

 An advertisement appeared in the New 
York Gazette & General Advertiser on 
March 24, 1814. It described the “New Pilot Line, For the Transportation of Goods between 

New York and Philadelphia.” The route went 
by way of Washington (South River) and 
Bordentown, New Jersey. Ross & Woods 
were the local agents. 
 On April 16, 1824, an advertisement in 
the New York Evening Post touted a new 
steamboat line. “The Citizen’s Steam Boat 
Line starts from New York every morning 
(Sundays excepted) at six o’clock, in the 
steam boat Aetna, captain Robinson, for 
Washington, New Jersey; there takes the 
Citizen’s Post Coaches and proceed on to 
Bordentown; there takes the steam boat 
Pennsylvania and arrives at Philadelphia 
the same afternoon. Fare $4.” 
 Not only was South River a shipping and 
transportation center, but it was also a ship 
building center. Jonathan Booraem opened 
a shipyard at the bend in Reid Street about 
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A barge carrying bricks on the South River, circa early 1900s. 
Postcard donated by Aletha Beldring Frazer. 

A motor launch in for maintenance at a South River 
shipyard, circa 1912. A pair of two-masted schooners are 

visible in the background.  
Postcard from the collection of Stephanie and Ed Bartz. 

Continued on page 4 

The borough seal on the pavement in 
front of the Municipal Building at 48 
Washington Street. Photograph by 

Richard J. Reichenbach. 



 Flowing Tides — continued from page 3 
 

1824. It expanded into a family business building a number of boats, including sloops, three 
and four masted schooners, and a host of large and small steamboats before closing in the 
early decades of the 20th century. 

 If you were to look at the pictures of the Willett sisters at the South River Museum, you 
would find one of the sisters posed with peaches. You might find that strange, but South 
River was a fruit and vegetable shipping center for the New York market for much of the 
19th century. A September 12, 
1843, item in the New Brunswick 
Centinel of Freedom chronicled, 
“a steamboat of large size, which 
runs every night during peach 
season from the village of Wash-
ington, on South River, a few 
miles east of New Brunswick, is 
not sufficient to transport the 
whole produce sent to the New 
York market alone. Though she 
carries 4000 baskets at a trip, 
(the freight being 6 cents a bas-
ket,) we are informed that other 
smaller vessels have been em-
ployed on the same route to meet 
the demands of the trade.” 

 Volume VI of Early American 
Steamers provides details about 
the Nina, a wooden steamship 
built in South River in 1848 by 
Thomas McDowell. The ship was 
145 feet long and 338 tons, with a side wheel approximately 23 feet in height. The first re-
port about the Nina was made in May 1861, in the Official Reports of the Union and Confed-
erate Navies published by the United States government. At that time, she was in Charles-
ton harbor. An 1862 report on blockade runners that sailed to southern ports with cargoes 
of contraband gave her shipping capacity as about 450 bushels of rice. 

 The Eleventh Annual List of Merchant Vessels of the United States, covering the period end-
ing June 30, 1879, lists at least 28 sloops and schooners with a home port of Washington, 
New Jersey (now South River). The list for 1880 includes 36 vessels. 

 Pleasure vessels were also built in South River in the 20th century. A 1931 announcement 
sets forth the construction of the Seawood “32” Master Cruiser built by the Seawood Corpo-
ration of South River. The advertisement described "a rugged built craft that combines the 
essentials of seaworthiness, comfort and economy of maintenance and operation." Its 
length was 32 feet; beam, 9 feet, 9 inches. They also built a 28-foot fleet ship, a Seawood 
24, and a 20-foot Seawood Scout.  

 
There are many more examples. In retrospect, the wording on the logo certainly seems a suita-
ble reflection of South River’s history. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 June 25: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its June meeting 

and program. For details, see page one of this newsletter.  
 June 28: The summer meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey, 

hosted by the Tewksbury Historical Society, will take place at the Zion Lutheran Christian 
Education Building, Oldwick, Hunterdon County . To register, visit https://www.lhsnj.org/
news-events. 

 Ongoing (through December 2025): Middlesex County hosts “Hometown Pride: The 
Power of Sports in Middlesex County” at the Cornelius Low House Museum, Piscataway. 
For details visit:  https://www.middlesexcountyculture.com/event/hometown-pride-the-
power-of-sports-exhibit-opening-date-10-6-24/. 
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Ships on the South River and at dock near the end of Main Street, 
circa 1906. Postcard from the collection of 

Stephanie and Ed Bartz. 



 

 

 

New Acquisitions 
 
 Krakowiak Restaurant menu, circa 2006. 

Donated by William Goepfert. 
 Black and white photograph of the 1953 

South River High School football team 
posed on the stairs of the school on 
Thomas Street (2 copies). Donated by 
George Feaster. 

 Your Police Department and You with in-
troduction by Chief of Police Matthew G. 
Zaleski; folding 
hand fan from 
Milano jewelers, 
10 Reid Street; 
Quikut kitchen 
knife from 
Allgeier’s Sodas, 
2 East Street; 
collection of 20 
photographs of South River buildings, cir-
ca 1985-1989. Donated by Ken Roginski. 

 Cordova Elopement Scandal: Jersey Lothario Meets Modern Heloise, by Brian Armstrong. 
Donated by Brian Armstrong. 

 Digitized copies of three black and white photographs taken at 79 Main Street, circa 1944-
1945. Donated by Roger M. Golden. 

 South River High School twirler co-captain jacket, 1976; SRHS twirler baton, 1973-1976; 
wooden football pendant from SRHS homecoming game corsages worn by cheerleaders and 
twirlers, 1973-1976; SRHS vs. Cedar Ridge souvenir football program, Oct. 20, 1973; SRHS 
prom program, June 4, 1976; Corpus Christi School miniature AAA School Safety Patrol 
Badge pin, 1969-1972. Donated by Joann D’Esposito Donatiello. 

 U.S. Army dress blue uniform, circa 1980s. Donated by Thomas Dominiecki. 
 Liberty Ballroom posters (2); 100th Anniversary Cookbook, First Reformed Church; Borough 

of South River 1998 Directory; map, South River-Sayreville. Donated by John Lepucki. 
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Special Acknowledgements 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
    In Memory of: 
      Dot Canino 
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite  
      Joyce & Bob Leaming 
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite  
      William & Theresa McIlvaine 
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite  
      Ruth Nole 
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite 
      Marley O’Neill  
 by John O’Neill  
      Departed members of the SRHS 
 Class of 1960  
 by Judith Smith & Marie Gardner  
 
    Scholarship Fund: 
 

      Andrew & Carol Payor 
      Jean Zimmerman 
 
    General Fund: 
 

      John & Alexis Stashkevetch 

 

Gift Shop 
 
South River (Images of  
America) [Book] — $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with more 
than 200 photographs and de-
scriptive captions. Pub. June 2015. 
 
Cordova Elopement Scandal 
[Book], by Brian Armstrong —
$10.00 — The story of the 1904 
scandal in South River. Pub. 2025. 
 
Victorian Housewife Rebellion [Book], by 
Brian Armstrong — $10.00 — Features inci-
dents in South River history. Pub. 2023. 
 
Limited Edition Print of the Old School 
Baptist Church, by Joseph Csatari —$25.00 
[13" x 15 3/4" unframed] 
 
Photographic Reproduction of an 1882 
Edward Lange Painting of Klauser’s South 
River Hotel and the Riverfront — $15.00 
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 
Postcards — Set of 3, $1.00 — Old School 
Baptist Church, 1894; Main St., 1906; and 
Frazee Urn & Old School Baptist graveyard. 
 
Tote Bag Celebrating South River’s 300 
Year History, 1720-2020 — $4.00 — Black 
with white print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 

Visit the Gift Shop on our website for 
additional items. 

 
Note: Prices reflect minimum donations 
and do not include postage. Please con-
tact us by email or visit our website for 
additional items and information. 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety extends its sympathies to the families and 
friends of former society trustee Craig Currie; 
longtime member and donor Doris P. Schaed; 
and artist Joseph Csatari, who documented so 
many South River faces and places in his work. 

Schack’s Tavern, circa 1986 



 

 Scandal in South River  
 
On the evening of April 23rd, the society took a look back at a largely forgotten piece of South 
River history. Brian Armstrong, independent historian and former society president, gave a 

presentation on the topic of his most recent book, Cordova Elope-
ment Scandal: Jersey Lothario Meets Modern Heloise. Armstrong re-
galed his audience with details of the story from start to finish, in-
cluding insights into the time period when the events took place and 
the people who were involved.  
 
In 1904, Reverend Joseph F. Cordova, a married minister associated 
with what was then the Concklin Methodist Episcopal Church, eloped 
with Julia Bowne, a parishioner and member of the choir. The affair 
started in 1903, with clandestine meetings at places such as the 
”lovers’ bridge,” the railroad underpass on upper Main Street. 
 
What followed the elopement was a soap opera worthy scandal that 
spanned the United States and made international news. Cordova 
had abandoned his wife and three children. He was kicked out of the 
church and Julia Bowne was ostracized. The couple returned to 
South River and separated but reunited again for two additional 
elopements before Cordova was captured and put on trial charged 
with abandonment and assault on his wife. He was subsequently 
convicted and sent to prison. 
 
Several days after his presentation, Armstrong conducted a walking 
tour that showcased the surviving houses, buildings, and locations 

associated with the 1904 South River scandal. Among them were the Methodist Episcopal par-
sonage, Concklin Methodist Episcopal Church, the George Farr house, the Bowne house, and 
the Old School Baptist graveyard. 
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Celebrating Women’s History 
 
On March 27, 2025, the South River Elementary School celebrated Women’s History Month. 
The South River Historical and Preservation Socie-
ty was privileged to be included in the celebration.  
 
Each third, fourth, and fifth grade class created 
and displayed a poster featuring a notable wom-
an. Included were such diverse figures as Sacaga-
wea, Susan B. Anthony, Wilma Rudolph, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Jane Goodall, and Dolly Parton. The 
society contributed a poster on South River wom-
en’s history and distributed bookmarks, each fea-
turing one of the five South River women high-
lighted in the display. 
 

 Dr. Sarah Evans Selover – South River’s 
first female doctor 

 Eleanor M. “Ella” Gordon – The first student 
to receive a South River high school diplo-
ma 

 Olive Brasno – Stage, screen, and televi-
sion performer 

 Janet Evanovich – Bestselling author 
 Donna Balazs – South River’s first female 

member of the Borough Council, first fe-
male elected to the council, and first female 
mayor 

 
More than 500 students visited the school library 
during the course of event. Many took away a copy of the society’s historical calendar from the 
year they were born along with one of the bookmarks produced in preparation for the event. 

A group pf South River Elementary School students 
holding the bookmarks and historical calendars that 
were handed out at the event. Marilyn Anastasio and 
Stephanie Bartz are in the background next to the 

society’s poster. Photograph provided by the 
South River Elementary School. 



 
 

Rescued History 
 
After 50 years, a memorial to William Crawford, once the High Sheriff of Middlesex County, has 
finally been returned to its home.  
 
On April 18th, the South River Historical & Preservation Society was contacted about an 18th 

century gravestone that was discovered in the flowerbed of a South River home. Research re-
vealed that William Crawford was buried in the Old Scots Burying Ground in the Wickatunk sec-
tion of Marlboro, Monmouth County, New Jersey. No longer in use, the burial ground is owned 
and maintained by the Old Tennent Presbyterian Church in Manalapan. 
 
Within a day of the initial contact, members of the socie-
ty retrieved the stone and stored it in the Old School 
Baptist graveyard behind the South River Museum. The 
recovered stone, older and of a different composition 
and design than any other stone in the graveyard, was 
placed near another stone that was recovered in 2023.  
 
William Crawford’s headstone is made of red sandstone. 
A stylized skull with wings is engraved at the top. The 
text below is easily legible except for a few small areas 
of damage. It reads, 
 

Here lies Interr’d the Body of 
William Crawford late High 
Sheriff of Middlesex County who 
Departed this life the twenty-second 
Day of March in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty in the fifty fifth  

 

The remainder of the engraving is likely on the base of 
the stone, perhaps still in its original resting place. 
 
Two days after the recovery of the stone, a call was made to begin the process of returning it. 
Contact was made with Ed Burke, Superintendent of Cemetery Operations for the Old Tennent 
Church. Their records confirmed that the stone disappeared in 1975. Although we don’t know 
exactly how or when it arrived in South River, it was likely soon after its disappearance from 
the Old Scots Burying Ground. 
 
On April 24th, Ed Burke came to South River to see the stone and ended up taking it back with 
him. Using cemetery records and skills learned over many years, he hopes to reunite it with its 
base. In the meantime, the society has made the stone more accessible by adding the text and 
an image to the Find-a-Grave record for Crawford’s memorial: https://bit.ly/crawford1760. 

Portrait Gallery Expands 
 
The balcony that makes up the top floor of the South River Museum is home to our portrait gal-

lery. Custom hooks created by Bill Hermstedt allow us to take advantage of 
a space that provides a perfect backdrop for the collection. In March, a por-
trait of South River’s first mayor, James Bissett, was added. 
 
Born in the village of Washington (South River) when it was still part of 
North Brunswick, Bissett was a lifelong resident. Originally a farmer, he lat-
er established the Bissett brick yard off Whitehead Avenue. He was married 
to Maria Brown and they had four children. 
 
Bissett served as the first chairman of the Board of Commissioners when 
the village of Washington was designated a town within the borders of East 
Brunswick in 1870. He was elected mayor of South River when it separated 
from East Brunswick and was incorporated as the Borough of South River in 

1898. Sworn in on March 28, 1898, he served until 
March 18, 1899. His portrait hangs next to that of 
his older sister, Leonora Bissett DeVoe. 
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The headstone of William Crawford in the 
Old School Baptist graveyard. 

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

Left: Paul Migut preparing 
to hang the latest addition 
to the portrait gallery. Pho-
tograph by Stephanie Bartz. 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Identification Confirmed 
 
Occasionally, one of our newsletter stories prompts a response from a reader. The “Identifying 
the Unidentified” piece in the April issue was one of them. Roger Golden, son of Daniel L. Gold-
en whose law office was located in one of the buildings in the photographs featured in the arti-
cle, wrote to confirm the identification. He shared some history and a few family photographs. 

79 Main Street was the Golden residence during World War II. Before his military service, Dan-
iel L. Golden clerked for Stanley Dickerson whose law offices were in the building next door. 
Golden opened his own practice at 79 Main Street after the war, and in 1946 the family moved 
to Wilcox Avenue. Around 1974, Golden’s office also moved to a new space at 141 Main Street. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                        
Website: https://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]  

At left: One of the photographs featured in the April issue of South River Historical & Preservation News. The view  
includes, from left to right, 81-83 Main Street, 79 Main Street, and the Bara Building at 77 Main Street. 

Photograph by Nathaniel Rubel from the “New Jersey Writers' Project Photograph Collection, ca. 1935 - 1942” 
courtesy of the New Jersey State Archives, Department of State. 

At right: A family photograph of the house at 79 Main Street, circa 1944-1945. Donated by Roger M. Golden. 



SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

           Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. 

           Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

 

            I would like to make an additional donation: 

                $________             in honor of            in memory of: _________________________________ 

                $________      Scholarship Fund 

                $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

                $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  

                $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

      My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 

                $________                       in honor of            in memory of: _________________________________ 

                $________      Scholarship Fund 

                $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

                $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  

                $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

   

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Lifetime - Family         $250.00 
         (One household/address) 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 


