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Next Meeting:
April 23

Scandal in South
River: The Cordova
Elopement

Former society
president Brian
Armstrong will give
a presentation
based on his book,
Cordova Elopement
Scandal. The book
recalls the story of
the elopement of
Methodist Episcopal
Reverend J. Frank
Cordova and Julie
Bowne, a choir girl.
The local event
made worldwide
news in the early
1900s.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of
each month

(second Sunday if

the first is a holiday)

April 6
May 4
June 1
July 6

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

The museum recently received a donation of several examples of house-
hold handicrafts created by Amanda Henneman Diggins (1862-1954),
wife of John Diggins (1860-1926). One of the items is a floral painting on
blue velvet and one a quilt square. The others are crewel (done with
wool), fine embroidery (done with threads of silk/cotton), and ribbon
embroidery (done with silk ribbon as the embroidery thread), or a mix-
ture of those techniques.

Embroidery with silk ribbon is uncommon and
when done, it is usually combined with fine
embroidery. The ribbon is most often used to
give a three-dimensional effect to flowers and
leaves. The use of silk ribbon produces a very
rich and luxurious look and feel.

Silk ribbon embroidery is believed to have
originated in 17 century France at a time
when silk and silk ribbon became more availa-
ble. From there, it spread throughout Europe
as it gained popularity among the upper clas-
ses. Interest in ribbon embroidery as an art
form continued to grow throughout the 18"
century and into the 19" century.

The handicraft achieved its greatest growth in
England during the Victorian era. Why there?
English women were generally known to be in-
terested in all types of needlework as a pas-
time. The results of their handiwork were used
as decorations in the home as well as for fash-
ionable decoration of clothing and bonnets. It gained popularity in the
late 19*" century Arts and Crafts movement when all types of handcrafts
were greatly prized.

A ribbon embroidery and
crewel piece created by
Amanda Diggins.
Donated by Elizabeth Lascelle.

Although the technique ebbed in popularity, it never completely disap-

peared, and regained favor in the mid-20" century. The reasons for the
resurgence are the same as in past centuries, the luxury of its appear-

ance and its versatility. You no longer need to use silk, but can use rib-
bon made of synthetic material. Besides the ribbon, you need fabric on
which to do the embroidery, a needle with an eye large enough for the

ribbon to pass through, and an embroidery hoop.

Amanda Henneman was born in New Brunswick and married John Dig-
gins in 1891. Shortly after their marriage they moved to South River, and
lived on Reid Street and later Thomas Street before building their home
at 226 Main Street. Amanda lived with her daughter Pauline Marie Dey,
wife of Elmer Dey, at 59 Roosevelt Street after the death of John Diggins.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




Identifying the Unidentified — by Stephanie Bartz

The New Jersey State Archives is the repository for a collection that includes 235 photographs
relating to South River. The images were collected by the Federal Writers’ Project, and later the
WPA Writers’ Program, in the latter half of the 1930s and early 1940s for use in their publica-
tions. While some of the images show South River during the time when the project was active-
ly being worked on, others are copies of much older images or photographs of historical arti-
facts. Some are copies of original photographs and postcards that are in the collections at the
South River Museum. Regardless of the time period or origin, the photographs provide a fasci-
nating look at South River’s past.

Sadly, many of the photo- |,
graphs in the collection are
unidentified. These include
views of buildings, streets,
the waterfront, events, and
more. A recent post to a
South River Facebook
group set the challenge of
identifying the location for
one of thirteen photo-
graphs described simply as
“Building, unidentified.”
Although there is at least
one sign in the image, it is
unreadable beyond the fact
that it includes the image
of a shoe. Time for some
detective work.

The first step was to verify §
the time period for the

photograph. The automo-
bile at the right appears to  The “Building, unidentified” that inspired the research. Photograph by Nathaniel

predate the Writers’ Pro- Rubel from the “New Jersey Writers' Project Photograph Collection, ca. 1935 -
ject, but the one at the left 1942" courtesy of the New Jersey State Archives, Department of State.

I
dates the image to the Continued on page 6

Upcoming Events

= April 5: The spring meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey will
take place at the Bayshore Center at Bivalve, Port Norris, Cumberland County . To register,
visit https://www.lhsnj.org/news-events.

= April 23: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its April meeting
and program. For details, see page one of this newsletter.

= April 26: Brian Armstrong, author of the Cordova Elopement Scandal, will guide a walking
tour highlighting the surviving houses, buildings, and locations associated with the 1904
South River scandal that became an international media sensation. The tour begins at 1:00
at the South River Museum. Presented in partnership with the South River Cultural Arts &
Heritage Commission.

= May 17: History Day at East Jersey Old Town, 1050 River Road, Piscataway, will once
again be hosted by Middlesex County. This family-friendly event will run from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm, rain or shine, with activities for all ages.

= May 21 (rain date—May 28): Government Day tours for third graders attending
South River schools will include the South River Museum, the Criminal Justice Building,
and the fire house on Jackson Street. The students, along with teachers and chaperones,
will visit both the museum and the 19th century graveyard located behind the museum.

= Ongoing (through December 2025): Middlesex County hosts "“Hometown Pride: The
Power of Sports in Middlesex County” at the Cornelius Low House Museum, Piscataway.
For details visit: https://www.middlesexcountyculture.com/event/hometown-pride-the-
power-of-sports-exhibit-opening-date-10-6-24/.




Treasures from the Archives: An Honest Man

Handwritten letters from the nineteenth century are relatively uncommon in the collections at
the South River Museum. Among them is one that was acquired in 2024. It is interesting not
only for its format and content, but for the businesses advertised on the envelope and the sta-

tionery paper.

On July 21, 1892, John Diggins of South River had occasion to write to George L. Blew in
Sayreville. Although he wrote about the sale of wheat and was likely living in a home on Reid
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Letter and envelope donated by Stephanie and Ed Bartz.

Street with his wife, Diggins used paper
from the Washington Hotel run by John Van
Norden. The envelope is from the grain,
flour, and feed store of George B. Jones.
Unlike the paper, it reflects the subject of
the letter.

Neither the paper nor the envelope provide
the exact location of the associated busi-
ness. That is a reflection of the time period.
It can make researching the era more than
100 years later a challenge.

The Washington Hotel was located on Main
Street, near the Ferry Street corner. The
Jones grain, flour, and feed store was at
the foot of Main Street, likely in the build-
ing that was eventually converted to house
the Laffin automobile dealership. Both busi-
nesses were in close proximity to the Dig-
gins home on Reid Street.

The letter itself is interesting both for its
lack of punctuation and the effort expended
to return an amount that would likely be
considered of no consequence today, again
reflections of the time. The text, as best we
can transcribe it, reads:

Dear sir enclosed please find ten
(10/100) cents which you will give to
your mother for I made a mistake this
a.m.

120 of wheat at 175 per cwt 210
ovh— 112
322
instead of 332
Please excuse mistake
Yours truly
John Diggins

Taking the lack of punctuation into account,
it appears that at least some of the num-
bers also lack decimal points. Mr. Blew’s
mother was charged $3.32 instead of
$3.22. CWT is the abbreviation for a hun-
dred weight, equal to 100 pounds. The
“ovh” remains a mystery.

Editor’s note: We love connections! The
handicrafts discussed in the “President’s
Message” on page 1 of this newsletter were
created by Amanda Henneman Diggins, the
wife of letter writer John Diggins.




Special Acknowledgements
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of:

The deceased members of the DeVoe
and Lewandoski families
By Candice Lewandoski

Carl Dudash
by Stephanie & Ed Bartz

Katie Dey
By JoAnn Devlin

Ronald Scupp
By Ann & Bob Rafano

General Fund:

Mary Ann Boyler
Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch

New Acquisitions

e Program for Eighth Grade Promotion Exercises,
1950; photograph from the Willett School flower
show, September 1950; football program, Perth
Amboy High School vs. South River High School,
November 15, 1952; South River ngh School
marchlng band/tW|rIer =

hat, circa 1954; pro-
gram from the
“Baccalaureate Ser-
vices” held on June
13, 1954; program for
“Space Cruise: a Class
Night Production,”
June 15, 1954; SRHS
commencement pro-
gram, 1954; program

Fast Facts

The last passenger train to travel the Raritan
River Railroad ran from New Brunswick
through South River to South Amboy on April
16, 1938. It consisted of a locomotive and a
single passenger coach and carried a full
crew but only two paying passengers.

from “Eighth Annual
Awards Dinner, Bill
Denny--Central Jersey
Chapter, The National
Football Foundation,”
1976; program for the
“"Rams Testimonial in
Honor of the South
River High School Bas-
ketball Team NJSIAA

Shako-style marching band /
twirler hat worn by Nadya
Zawadsky, South River High

Are You a Member?

Is your membership in the South River His-
torical & Preservation Society up to date? If
you aren’t yet a member or you haven't re-
newed your membership for 2025, please
consider sending your dues now.

The society and the South River Museum rely
on your continued support to fulfill the mis-
sion of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history. Dues and donations fund
every aspect of our work.

You can become a member, renew your
membership, or purchase a gift membership
using the form included with this newsletter.
Membership forms can also be downloaded
from the website:

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html

If you're already a member, we thank you.
To verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this news-
letter. If you receive your newsletter elec-
tronically, please contact us by email at
southriverhistory@gmail.com to find out
when your membership expires.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. Our non-profit status means that all
dues and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!

School Class of 1954.
Group II State Champs

and the South River High School Record Making
Wrestler,” 1980; child sized South River Rams
varsity-style jacket; SRHS commencement an-

Child-sized varsity-style
Jacket worn by Kim Silva.

nouncement, 1987; “Auto CoII|S|on Counselor
C. Robert Appleby, Insurance, 43 Main Street
menu from Jensen’s Galley, 37 Ferry Street. Do—
nated by the family of Nadya Zawadsky Silva.

e Autographed photo of Janet Evanovich, Range-
man sticker, and autographed bookplate for
"Now or Never: Thirty-One on the Run." Donat-
ed by Janet Evanovich.

e Three floral ribbon embroidery pieces, a paint-
ing of pansies on velvet, and a quilt block creat-
ed by Amanda Henneman Diggins, circa late
1800s—early 1900s. Donated by Elizabeth Las-
celle.




Unidentified — continued from page 3

period when the Writers’ Project was active. Corroboration is provided by the identification of
the photographer, Nathaniel Rubel. Research reveals that Rubel was a New Brunswick photog-
rapher who was employed by the Writers’ Project. Newspaper accounts indicate that they
worked locally from at least 1938 to 1941 and the 1940 New Jersey Writers’ Project: Catalog
includes “History of South River, sponsored by the municipality” as one of their "Books in Pro-
gress.”

Scanning a little further into the collection turned up a second photograph taken at the same
‘ : location. Although again
! N described as “Building, uni-
B dentified,” the second pho-
/ \ tograph shows the brick
‘ \ N building whose wall is just
/ . N visible at the edge of the

i first photograph. While
there are still no legible

i _ signs, the building itself
——a provides an important clue
—guti— to the location. The distinc-
tive medallion along the
- el roofline and elaborate dec-
S orative features above the
doors make it distinctive.

— = Perseverance is often the
| —— ; -2 key to successful research.
- : Scrolling further turned up
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Above: A second view of
“Building, unidentified.” - ' 2

At right: The “Post Office, Dentist
Office and Attorney’s Office.”

Photographs by Nathaniel Rubel
from the “New Jersey Writers'
Project Photograph Collection, ca.
1935 - 1942” courtesy of the New
Jersey State Archives, Depart-
ment of State.

a third relevant photograph

in the State Archives col-

lection. This one shows on- T
ly the brick building that : -

was revealed in the second
photograph. It is described as “Post Office, Dentist Office and Attorney's Office.” An added note
indicates that the door reads, “"Dr. Wm. V. Westcott, Dentist.” Mystery solved!

The current (2025) South River Post Office on Obert Street was completed and dedicated in
1942. Prior to that time, the Post Office was located on Main Street in the Bara Building. When
it opened in 1929, part of the description explained that, “"An enclosed driveway will permit the
postmaster to receive and dispatch the mail with protection from the stormy weather.” That
covered driveway is evident on the left side of the building in the photograph. The address was

Continued on page 7




2025 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History
High School Essay Contest

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in
20257 If they're planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they're attending. Please share the information below.

Award amounts: 1% place - $500; 2" place - $350; 3" place - $150
Deadline for entries: April 15, 2025

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and
who are planning to continue their education.

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history.

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum - Old School Baptist Church.
The first place essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.

Applicable Majors: All fields of study
Submissions must be sent via email and must include your:

o full name e school name o future education plans
e address » expected date of (e.g, college name)

e phone number graduation

e email address e date of submission

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com

You may also mail a paper version to:
South River History Essay Contest
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

Questions? Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com.

Unidentified — continued from page 6

77 Main Street. The offices above the Post Office were occupied by Dr. Westcott and Stanley S
Dickerson, attorney. :

Extrapolating from that point allowed for the identifi- |
cation of the buildings in the original photograph as [~
numbers 79 and 81-83 Main Street. The building with
the awnings over the side-by-side stores, the focus of
the original photograph, was torn down in the early
1950s in preparation for the erection of a new struc-
ture for an Acme supermarket, now the location of

Krauszer's. " 1970 Veterans Day ceremony with 77 and 79

|
. 3 Main Street in the background. v
The smaller house, humber 79, and the Bara building 3 Photograph by Ken James frorr? the collection
survived for a longer time. The house was the office at the South River Museum.
of attorney Daniel L. Golden for many years. The cov- —

ered driveway of the brick building, number 77, was closed in and a variety of businesses found
a home there after the Post Office moved. In October 1942, the USO Men’s Service Center
opened its doors there. In 1995, it was the home of Fast Tracks, “a motorsport-hobby store.”
All of the buildings in the three Writers’ Project photographs are gone now. The small house
and the brick building were replaced by parking lots.




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory
Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

The Wheels of Justice

On February 26, 2025, the society hosted a well-attended presentation about two famous New
Jersey murder cases, each dating back more than 50 years. Jay and Maureen Jorgensen were
the guest speakers for the event held at the South River Museum.

The two cases that provided the content for the program
represent an interesting juxtaposition. The first was
quick to be prosecuted. It sent two men to prison and
their convictions were later overturned. Although the
perpetrator was strongly suspected, the second case
took almost twenty years to reach the courts. After the
murderer was finally captured, he was convicted and
died in prison.

Mr. Jorgensen spoke about a June 17, 1966, event at
the Lafayette Grill in Paterson that resulted in the death
of three white people and severe injury to a fourth. Two
Black men, Rubin “Hurricane” Carter and James Artis,
were arrested later that year and subsequently convict- i\
ed. There was no physical evidence connecting them to Yy ‘»?, =
the crime. After years of legal battles, a federal court — & :
overturned the convictions and in 1988 the U.S. Su- Jay and Maureen Jorgensen during their

ici February 26 presentation at the South River
preme Court upheld that decision. Museum. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

The topic of Maureen Jorgensen’s portion of the program

was the November 1971 murders of five members of the List family in Westfield. After killing
his mother, wife, and three children, John List set the stage to make it look like the family had
gone away. He disappeared and took on a new identity. It took nearly a month for the bodies
to be discovered and almost eighteen years for List to be arrested. He had moved to another
state and remarried. A segment on television’s America’s Most Wanted was his downfall.




