
  

 
 

  
 President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman 

 
I’m taking advantage of the museum’s 25th anniversary to highlight 
items from the collection. I’ve chosen to write about the history of toast-
ers because we have several examples and not everyone recognizes 
them for what they are. 
 
We take toasters for granted today – you know, put one to four slices of 
bread in, push the lever down, and as if by magic, they pop back up 
toasted. Toasters didn’t always look like our idea of a toaster though.  
 
The earliest method for toasting bread dates back to ancient times when 
people simply held a piece of bread over an open fire. It was a way to 
preserve bread so it wouldn’t go stale rather than a way to create some-
thing delicious for breakfast or provide something to munch on when 
feeling ill.  
 
It didn’t take long 
for people to realize 
that they needed 
something other 
than their hand if 
they didn’t want to 
toast it along with 
the bread. A stick 
was the simple an-
swer. 
 
Eventually, other 
toasting devices 
were invented. In 
the 1600s, the long-
handled fork was 
developed. Two tines held the bread more securely than a stick and a 
long handle allowed the user to safely hold the bread over the fire.  
 
As open fire cooking gave way to wood and coal burning stoves, toasters 
that sat on the stove top came along. These had flat bottoms to rest on 
the stove and holders on the sides to keep the bread in place. 
 
The first electric toaster was invented in England in 1893. Few were sold 
due to the high cost of electricity at that time.  
 
In 1919, Charles P. Strite of Minneapolis invented the Toastmaster, the 
world’s first pop-up toaster. It was patented in 1921 and featured heat-
ing elements to brown the toast on both sides, a timer, and a spring 
mechanism to push the toast up when it was done. A few years later a 
new model included controls that allowed the user to set the color of 
doneness from light to dark. This is the basic type of toaster most of us 
use today regardless of more recent changes and advancements.  

 
 

Next Meeting: 
February 26 

 
Notorious Murders 

in 
New Jersey 

 
If true crime is your 
interest, you won’t 
want to miss the 
society’s February 

program. The event 
will feature a 

presentation by 
noted historian 
and author Jay 

Jorgensen and his 
wife Maureen 

Jorgensen. The duo 
will present an 

intriguing look at 
some of 

New Jersey’s most 
notorious murders.     

 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. 
at the South River 

Museum, 
64-66 Main Street. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 

Number 127, February 2025 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to 
the general public 
from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on the 
first Sunday of 

each month  
(second Sunday if 

the first is a holiday) 
 

February 2 
March 2 
April 6 
May 4 

At left: a four slice stove top pyramid toaster. 
Donated by Tom DeVoe. 

At right: a two slice electric “E-Z-Turn” toaster, circa 1920s. 
Donated by Irene Buga. 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters 
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive 
captions. Pub. June 2015. 
 
Postcards – Set of 3, 
$1.00 — Old School Baptist 
Church, 1894; Main St., 
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School 

Baptist graveyard. 
 
Tote Bag Celebrating 
South River’s 300 Year 
History, 1720-2020  – 
$4.00 — Black with white 
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 
Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward 
Lange Painting of 
Klauser’s South River 

Hotel and the Riverfront – $15.00  
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 
Medallion Ornament Memorializing 
the Old School Baptist Church (now 
South River Museum) – $10.00 
 
Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes – Set of 5, 
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an 
1894 photograph of the church.  
 
Lapel Pin – $5.00 — Collectible pin 
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch]. 
 
Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage. 
Please contact us by email or visit 
our website for additional items 
and information. 



 
 

South River Museum Day 
 
December 4, 2024, was a day of celebration. The 25th anniversary of the opening of the South 

River Museum was recognized with 
an event that featured a series of 
short presentations. The story of how 
the South River Museum came to be 
was complemented with information 
about the artifacts that are now 
housed in the museum along with 
facts about the work of the society. 
Honored guests included Mayor Peter 
Guindi, Councilman Tony Ciulla, 
Councilman Hank Dziemian, Council-
man James Gurchensky, and Bor-
ough Administrator Arthur Londen-
sky. The culmination of the evening 
was the presentation of a proclama-
tion declaring December 4, 2024,  
“South River Museum Day”. 
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Counterclockwise from top: 

 
 

—The anniversary cake at the December 4th 
event at the South River Museum. 

 

—A portion of the exhibit created in honor of 
the silver jubilee. The curated collection in-
cludes one item for every anniversary year, 

2000 to 2024. 
 

—The mayor and members of the borough 
council with the society’s president following 
the presentation of the proclamation. From 
left to right: Councilman Hank Dziemian, 

President Sara-Ann Goldman, Mayor Peter 
Guindi, Councilman Tony Ciulla, and Council-

man James Gurchensky. 
 

—The mayor’s proclamation declaring De-
cember 4, 2024, “South River Museum Day”. 

 

Photographs by Jill Sullivan 
and Stephanie Bartz. 



 100 Years Ago—A Snapshot of South River in 1925 
 
 In his January 1 annual message at the reorganization meeting of the Borough Council, 

Mayor William A. Allgair announced that revenue from the opera-
tion of the borough’s municipal electric and water plants by the 
Board of Public Works would pay for the running expenses of the 
borough and eliminate municipal taxes for the year. South River 
became known as "the town with no local tax."  

 The Exempt Firemen's Association of South River was incorpo-
rated in January. Ex-chief Alvie Peterson was the first president.   

 On March 25, three build-
ings belonging to the South 
River Brick Company, located 
near the bend in Reid Street, 
were destroyed in a fire that also threatened buildings 
on adjacent properties. A lumber shed, a limehouse, and 
a cement storage house burned along with piles of lum-
ber in the yard. Damage was estimated at $100,000. 
 A Municipal Band with more than twenty-five mem-
bers from South River and neighboring communities was 
organized under the direction of Edward Price. The mu-
sicians donated their services and the borough paid the 
expenses for twice monthly summer concerts at Dailey’s 
Field. The first concert was given on July 2. 
 Sales of building lots in Glenwood Terrace, a new real 
estate development in South River (located between 
George Street and Old Bridge Turnpike), opened in Sep-
tember. 
 St. Mary's Parish completed the construction of a 
new parochial school located at the corner of Jackson 
Street and Holmes Avenue. It opened in time for the fall 
semester. 
 Supervising Principal William S. Lesh reported a de-
cline in enrollment in South River's public schools. The 
change was attributed to the opening of the new paro-
chial school "that received approximately 200 children 
who would have enrolled at the public schools had the 
extra rooms at the parochial school not been opened for 
their accommodation." 1,019 boys and 941 girls enrolled 
in the public schools in September, 1,677 in the grade 
schools and 283 in the high school. 
 Excavation for the foundation of the Capitol Theatre 
building, then referred to as the new Star Theatre, was 
started in December. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
 Ongoing (through December 2025): Middlesex County hosts “Hometown Pride: The 

Power of Sports in Middlesex County” at the Cornelius Low House Museum, Piscataway. 
For details visit:  https://www.middlesexcountyculture.com/event/hometown-pride-the-
power-of-sports-exhibit-opening-date-10-6-24/. 

 February 26: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its February 
Meeting and program. For details, see page one of this newsletter.  

 April 23: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its April meeting 
and program. Former society president Brian Armstrong will give a presentation based on 
his upcoming book about the Cordova elopement scandal, a local event that made world-
wide news in the early 1900s. 

 Spring 2025: Brian Armstrong will guide a walking tour highlighting locations of signifi-
cance to the Cordova elopement scandal, the subject of his upcoming book. Presented in 
partnership with the South River Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission.  
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An advertisement from page 15 of the 
September 4, 1925, issue of the 

Daily Home News.  
Courtesy of Newspapers.com. 

Subtitle from a January 2, 
1925, article in the Daily 

Home News. 
Courtesy of Newspapers.com. 



 

 

 

New Acquisitions 
 
 The Official Boy Scout Calendar from 1979 fea-
turing a print of "The Reunion," a boy scout 
grouping by Joseph Csatari with depictions of at 
least two South River residents. Signed by Jo-
seph Csatari and the two people depicted, Joe 
"Bozo" Brzozowski and Frank “Finkey” Szabo. 
Donated by Barbara Strincoski Straczynski. 

Collection of seven Rosen’s Beverages—South 
River Bottling Company soda bottles, two clear 
and five green glass. Donated by the Sayreville 
Historical Society. 
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Time to Join or Renew Your 
Membership for 2025! 
 
Is your membership in the South River His-
torical & Preservation Society up to date? If 
you aren’t yet a member or you haven’t re-
newed your membership for 2025, please 
consider sending your dues now. 
 
The society and the South River Museum rely 
on your continued support to fulfill the mis-
sion of preserving and promoting South 
River’s rich history. Dues and donations fund 
every aspect of our work. 
 
You can become a member, renew your 
membership, or purchase a gift membership 
using the form included with this newsletter. 
Membership forms can also be downloaded 
from the website: 
 

www.southriverhistory.org/Join_Us.html 
 
If you’re already a member, we thank you. 
To verify that your membership is up to 
date, please check the mailing label on this 
newsletter. If you receive your newsletter 
electronically, please contact us by email at 
southriverhistory@gmail.com to find out 
when your membership expires.  
 
The society appreciates your continued sup- 
port. Our non-profit status means that all 
dues and donations are tax deductible.  
 
Thank you! 

 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
    In Memory of: 
      Stanley Makarevic 
 by Betty Agin 
 
    OSBC Cemetery Conservation: 
 

      Eileen White 
 
    Doughboy Fund: 
 

      Kenneth & Gloria Smutko  
 
    General Fund: 
 

      Rosemary Erickson 
      Flowers Family Foundation, donation 
 directed by Susan (Reichers) Flowers 
      Stella Gumino 
      Renaissance Charitable Foundation 
      Michele Senko 
      Judith G. Smith, with a matching gift 
 from the Johnson & Johnson Family of 
 Companies / Charities Aid Foundation 
 America  

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety extends its sincere condolences to the fami-
ly and friends of Gary Petrie, a longtime mem-
ber of the society, former trustee, and enthusi-
astic participant in South River show-and-tell. 

 “The Reunion” image from the 1979 calendar donated by 
Barbara Strincoski Straczynski.  

Joseph Brzozowski appears second from the left in the 
back row. Frank Szabo is in front of Brzozowski, 

first on the left in the front row. 



 
 

2025 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History 
High School Essay Contest 

 
Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in 
2025? If they’re planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they’re attending. Please share the information below. 
 

Award amounts: 1st place - $500; 2nd place - $350; 3rd place - $150 
 

Deadline for entries: April 15, 2025 
 

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and 
who are planning to continue their education. 
 

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000 
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history. 
 

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be 
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum – Old School Baptist Church. 
The first place essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based 
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.  
 

Applicable Majors: All fields of study 
 

Submissions must be sent via email and must include your: 

 full name 
 address 
 phone number 
 email address 

 school name 
 expected date of 

graduation 
 date of submission 

 future education plans 
(e.g, college name) 

Email the electronic version to:  southriverhistory@gmail.com 
 

You may also mail a paper version to:  
South River History Essay Contest 
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 446 
South River, NJ 08882 

 

Questions?  Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com. 

Dailey’s Field: Where is that? 
 
If you read through the “Snapshot of South River in 1925” included in this issue, you may have 
noticed that the Municipal Band held its twice monthly concerts at Dailey’s Field. Although you 
might think that the field was adjacent to Dailey’s Pond, it was actually located at the corner of 
Jackson Street and Gordon Street. 
 
The name likely started as an informal reference to an empty field owned by a member of the 
Dailey family. The earliest newspaper reference found is a 1903 item in the New Brunswick 
Home News that fails to identify the location of the field. Jesse Selover, author of an un-
published history of South River, wrote about it as the endpoint for a sledding run: “The ceme-
tery hill gave youngsters a ride from the top of the hill across Jackson Street and over Dailey’s 
field.”  
 
How and when the field became a venue for public events isn’t known, but in addition to the 
concerts that started in 1925, it hosted firemen’s carnivals, school outings, and political rallies 
among other events. The site was also used for sports. It was one of four fields used for games 
played by the eleven teams in the intra-borough softball league in 1938. 
 
By the early 1940s, the field appears to have changed hands. A 1941 request to the Zoning 
Board proposed the erection of a new service station at the corner of Jackson and Gordon 
Streets. The grand opening of Jensen’s Atlantic Service Station, now Quality Car Sales, took 
place on Monday, March 30, 1942. 
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 A “Superior” Monument  
 
Have you ever noticed the towering Yates memorial among the older gravestones at Washing-
ton Monumental Cemetery? Located at one of the cor-
ners of the large center section of the cemetery, it is 
hard to miss. The multilayered base with the two promi-
nent female figures on top make it one of the tallest 
monuments on the grounds. The stone is also noticeable 
because the upraised arm of the woman standing is bro-
ken off and missing. 
 
Although the oldest burial listed on the stone marks the 
death of William Yates on October 25, 1890, the monu-
ment was not actually installed until eight years later, in 
December 1898. The event was significant enough to 
make it into the December 17, 1898, issue of the New 
Brunswick Daily Times. The first item in the “South Riv-
er” column that was subtitled, “Interesting News Gath-
ered by a Bright Correspondent” read, “Mrs. A.M. Yates 
has had a monument erected on her lot in the Monu-
mental Cemetery by Lupton Brothers & Company, of this 
place. It is superior to any yet placed there.”  
 
Richard Van Dyke Reid further documented the installa-
tion of the new monument with a photograph taken the 
day before the item appeared in the newspaper. His im-
age shows a blank stone, not yet engraved to reflect the 

death of William 
Yates. Only the 
Yates name along 
the top of the 
base identifies 
the stone. 
 
In an odd coincidence, Van Dyke 
Reid’s photograph, like the monu-
ment itself, is damaged. Although it 
shows a portion of the missing piece 
of the right arm of the standing fig-
ure, the hand is missing just as it is 
missing from the stone today. 
 
The monument commemorates five 
members of the Yates family. William 
(1824-1890) and his wife Anna M. 
Whitehead (1835-1901) are listed on 
the front panel. Their sons Samuel J. 
Yates (1858-1918) and William T. Yates (1863-1920) 
are on one side panel and a third son, Archibald Yates 
(1855-1891), is on the other. 
 
Reid photographed a similar monument in New Bruns-
wick’s Evergreen Cemetery. The base of the stone in the 
Weigel plot is different, but the figures at the top are the 
same and the photograph is undamaged. The current 
condition of the stone is unknown. 
 
There are at least two other Lupton Brothers monu-
ments in Washington Monumental Cemetery. One was 
installed for Charles Whitehead and the second for Lydell 
and Van Loan Whitehead. According to a piece in the 
Matawan Journal, the installations of both stones, de-
scribed as sarcophagus monuments, took place in 1895. 
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A May 2024 view  of the Yates monument at 
Washington Monumental Cemetery. 

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

A retouched version of R. Van Dyke Reid’s 
1898 photograph of the Yates monument. 
The damaged portion has been digitally 

repaired to show the missing arm.  

The damaged section 
of R. Van Dyke Reid’s 

1898 photograph. 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Annual Meeting 
 
The society’s annual meeting was 
a social event and a welcome end-
ing to the society’s regular pro-
gram schedule. Held on November 
20th, the evening included a brief 
business meeting to elect officers 
and trustees for the upcoming 
year. 
 
The officers from the 2024 term 
are continuing in their positions in 
2025. Four trustees completed 
their terms and were thanked for 
their service: Traci Alai, Nick 
Bachar, Al Baumann, and Kevin 
LaScala. Incoming trustees for the 
2025 to 2027 term are Linda 
Grimm, Paul Migut, Jeanmarie 
Ruch, and Walter Woronowicz. 
 
Following the election, a light din-
ner and some time to socialize 
were offered as a prelude to the 
show-and-tell program. One of the 
highlights was the story behind a 
1920s era wooden tool chest from 
Bartz’s Garage. The garage was 
located at 60 Jackson Street from 
1925 until about 1933. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                        
Website: https://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]  

South River in Postcards— 
The Exhibit 
 
In December 2024, the society installed a new exhibit at 
the South River Public Library. It showcases more than 40 
of the South River postcards that are part of the collection 
at the South River Museum. 

 
Almost 250 differ-
ent South River 
postcards have 
thus far been iden-
tified, most are not 
included in the mu-
seum collection. 
While many are 
unique, others use 
variations of imag-
es used on earlier 
cards. Still others 
offer local greet-
ings added to ge-
neric images that 
were reused for 

many different locations. At least one publisher used imag-
es that were taken in one place and falsely attributed them 
to another. The actual locations may never be known.  
 
The cards in the library exhibit are all authentic South River 
views. If you’re in the area, stop by and take a look. 

Postcard of the First National Bank at the cor-
ner of Main Street and Stephen Street with the 

Borough Hall visible in the background. 
Donated by Aletha Beldring Frazer. 



SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

           Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. 

           Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

 

            I would like to make an additional donation: 

                $________             in honor of            in memory of: _________________________________ 

                $________      Scholarship Fund 

                $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

                $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  

                $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

      My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 

                $________                       in honor of            in memory of: _________________________________ 

                $________      Scholarship Fund 

                $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

                $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  

                $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

   

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Lifetime - Family         $250.00 
         (One household/address) 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 


