HisTORICAL & PRESERVATION

SouTH RIVER

Next Meeting:
September 25

Uncovering
Middlesex County
History: The 1918

Influenza Pandemic

A 2018 ground
penetrating radar
survey of a corner

of Washington

Monumental

Cemetery long
associated with the

1918 pandemic
revealed over 350
unmarked burials.

Mark Nonestied,
Middlesex County

Historian, will
discuss the survey,
the pandemic, and
the people buried in
the zone surveyed.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of
each month

(second Sunday if

the first is a holiday)

September 1
October 6
November 3
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NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

Those of us who join in on work nights at the South River Museum never
know what we will see. It may be something newly donated, or an object
we can’t immediately identify, or an item whose date of origin is un-
known. When we came together on one of those work nights, I was told
that an old quilt had been donated by Dorothy Barkelew. Included with
the quilt was a note stating that it was started in 1851 and completed in
1854 by Ann Smith and Stephen Smith. It went on to identify the Smiths
as ancestors of Stephen Smith Barkelew and his son Orville Stephen
Barkelew of South River.

Because I'm a quilter I was able to recognize the pattern right away - it’s
a variation of a Carolina lily. The Carolina lily pattern dates to the 19
century and was popular in the Carolinas, spreading throughout the
south, and moving into the north over the years. The flowers in the pat-
tern are red and the leaves and stems are all in the same green.

In addition to the
modern note that
tells us the date and
makers of the quilt, {
close inspection turns j=
up the names and :
dates handwritten on
the quilt itself. One
block hames Ann
Smith with a date of
1851 and another
Ann Smith and Ste-
phen Smith with a
date of 1854.

I do believe that the
dates written on the
quilt and copied on
the note are correct.
The writing was done
in black India ink
which was commonly
used to sign quilts because it is permanent and doesn't fade or run. In
addition to that, the colors and prints in the fabric show that they pre-
date the invention of the first synthetic fabric dyes.

¢ 8

A section of the quilt made by Ann and Stephen Smith be-
tween 1851 and 1854. Donated by Dorothy Barkelew.

Synthetic dye is known as aniline or “coal tar” dye which is extracted
from petrochemicals. Such dyes were first used in 1856. They provided a
wide range of new vivid colors with green being the first synthetic dye.

Continued on page 4

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be

Mailings & Distribution:

Joann Smith-Goepfert
William Goepfert

received by October 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your
newsletter via email by sending a message to:

southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD

OFFICERS TRUSTEES
President Traci Alai
Sara-Ann Goldman Nick Bachar

Al Baumann
Joanne Dembinski

Vice President
Donna Rafano

Secretary Hank Dziemian
Richard Alai Will Goepfert
Treasurer Kevin LaScala

Marilyn Anastasio &
Brian Armstrong

Candice Lewandoski
Ann Rafano

Robert Rafano
Michele Senko
Andrea Ternyila

Immediate Past
President
Nan Whitehead

COMMITTEES

Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz

Buildings & Grounds—Paul Migut

Contingency Planning—Paul Migut

Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert

Grants—Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong

Hospitality—Linda Grimm and Jennifer LaScala

Membership—Marilyn Anastasio

Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz

Program—Donna Rafano

Publicity—Donna Rafano

Scholarship—Joann Smith-Goepfert and
Brian Armstrong

Web Site—Stephanie Bartz

HONORARY TRUSTEES

Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert Rafano (2008)

Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)

Ken Roginski (2022)
Joann Smith-Goepfert

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




South River: Coming Together Through Tragedy
— by Carlie Ann Kolomyetz

** Carlie Ann Kolomyetz is a member of the Class of 2024 of Saint Thomas Aquinas High
School. What follows is her winning essay from the 2024 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South
River History High School Essay Contest.**

On July 7, 2023, T was enjoying the hot summer day, lazily hanging around my house, playing
with my dog, chatting with my friends, and checking my social media accounts at least every
ten minutes, as all carefree and cool teens do! Then, there were sirens. Many sirens. First, in
the distance, then seemingly closer, then distant again. The sirens wailed for a long time. 1
looked out the door of my house on Colfax Street but saw nothing. No police cars, no fire en-
gines, nothing. It was just another quiet, late afternoon in our sleepy little town of South River.
However, it was not. Tragedy struck. A fourteen-year-old boy, Bryan Barbosa, was riding his
bike on Whitehead Avenue, when he was struck and killed. A teenager, like me, who was also
enjoying this summer day.

It was hard to believe that this could happen; so close to home and to a young boy, almost my
age. It was heartbreaking. My sorrow turned to anger when I learned that the driver fled the
scene, leaving Bryan fatally injured on the street. It was hard for me to believe that such horri-
ble things were happening so close to home.

That night, South River was all over the news. Reporters from every channel and newspaper
converged on South River to report on this tragedy. Social media was blowing up with stories
and commentary on this shocking incident. In all of my sixteen years, I don’t ever recall South
River being in the news, other than in relation to Joe Theismann or Drew Pearson. This was
very different. The shock, sadness, and outrage were palpable. In listening to the reports, the
thing that stood out to me was the compassion and love shown by every person who was inter-
viewed or commented. It was clearly evident that these people cared. They were angered that
a young person’s life was taken with no regard by the perpetrator in their town. These people
all described South River as a quiet town, where neighbors care about one another, where peo-
ple watch out for each other, and where things
like this just don’t happen. Except, it did.

Almost immediately, the people of South River

do. Initially, reS|dents of Whitehead Avenue,
where the crash occurred, worked with the
South River Police Department to share what
they saw and provided any video footage that
they had of the accident and the van involved.
This information proved to be instrumental in
locating the driver, 61-year-old South River res
ident Michael Arena, and the white van he was
driving. He was subsequently arrested and
charged with aggravated manslaughter and
leaving the scene of a fatal accident. Since that
time, Arena has been sentenced to fifteen years
in state prison and must serve twelve years and
nine months before he is eligible for parole.

Many residents gathered at the crash site to pay @ The whitehead Avenue memorial to Brian Barbosa.
their respects to the young victim. A memorial g& Photograph by Stephanle Bartz.

was quickly set up with many flowers, balloons, § ~- ;

stuffed animals, and a beautiful picture of a

smiling Bryan, who just hours before, was enjoying a typical summer day for a teenager, riding
his bike to visit his friend. Next, a candlelight vigil was planned at Denny Stadium to honor the
teen. Hundreds walked from the memorial site to the vigil. The town came together to help
Bryan’s family and to comfort each other. This was a terrible loss for our small town. In an in-
terview with My Central Jersey, nhow-Mayor Peter Guindi said, “"South River is a town that is
family. We look out for each other. This never should have happened. We are considered one -
we are a tight town but it took this to bring us together.”

Continued on page 7



President — continued from page 1

The quilt measures approximately 75 inches by

90 inches. Although there is some fading of the

colors, they are not washed out and the fabrics

themselves have not been damaged by aging or
folding.

The condition of the quilt leads me to believe
that it is what is called a “good” or “company”
quilt. That means that it was not routinely used
by the makers, but only used to show off when
company was coming.

The quilt now lies in a bed of white acid free tis-
sue paper within an acid free archival box which
will help protect the fabric.

News of the Past

Picnic and Festival — The first annual picnic and

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory Of:

Bill Csatari

by John & Janice Hutchison
Walt Koziatek

by John & Janice Hutchison
Stanley Makarevic

by Betty Agin
Jim Paterson

by John & Janice Hutchison

Scholarship Fund:
Jessie Havens

General Fund:
Lenor Corrigan

Fred Schultz
Eugene Van Deventer

Summer night's festival of the Washington
(South River) Benevolent Association was a
grand success; in fact, it was probably the
greatest thing of the kind that ever took place in
the lively village of Washington. And by the way,
Washington is the liveliest town of its size in
New Jersey. It has more good fellows and more
pretty girls than many places of six times its
population.

Excerpted from the New Brunswick Daily Times,
August 8, 1872, page 3.
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Washington-South River — This is a growing
and lively business town. The merchants are an
energetic, pushing lot of men, and well deserve
the patronage that they receive from a large and
thickly settled section of the county. Their trade
extends as far even as Jamesburg. One of the
foremost is Jacob Levinson, who has one of the
largest stores in the county, dealing in dry
goods, oilcloths, carpets, mattings, etc. He also
keeps a large and first-class tailoring establish-
ment. Mr. Levinson’s store, on Saturday nights,
is so crowded that he has to hire extra clerks.

Are You a Member?

If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending
in your dues for 2024 now.

You can renew your membership or register
a new one using the form included in this
newsletter. Membership forms can also be
downloaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you.
To verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue
or email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com
to find out when your membership expires.
We rely on your continued support to fulfill
our mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. Dues and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!

They are just trying to start a fire company and
have purchased of the John E. Long Fire Extin-

guisher Co. of New York, C.J. Farley, agent, fif-
teen of their extinguishers. These are said to be
first-class.

The travelling public can find food and shelter
for man or beast at the well-appointed hotels of
J.C. Voorhees and E.W. Price.

There are two livery stables in town, one of
these run by Mr. ].S. Price receives a large pat-
ronage.

Excerpted from the Jamesburg Record, May 26,

Crossings

The society’s newest online exhibit celebrates
the Veterans Memorial Bridge connecting
South River and Sayreville. 2024 marks the
50% anniversary of the July 1974 opening of
the bridge and its official renaming in No-
vember 1974. Crossings: The Bridge Over
the South River features images from the
collection at the South River Museum. Pre-
sented in chronological order, the exhibit be-
gins with the earliest available view of a
bridge over the South River. Visit our online
museum at: https://hub.catalogit.app/4635/.

1888, [page 2]. n




Then and Now — The Castle

Although they’ve been gone for many years, some buildings stand the test of time by living on
in the memories of those who knew them as part of the South River landscape. The “Castle,”
once located on Jackson Street near Water Street, was one such building. Until it was razed, it
was the oldest house in South River. The original building was said to have been built in the
mid-1700s by a member of the Willett family, with additions made during the next 100 years.

The house was first photographed when it was the home of Sarah Thompson Martin, the widow
— — of Daniel Bray Martin. The son of Samuel
\ Martin and Mary Willett, Daniel was a direct
| descendant of Samuel Willett. He was a
| veteran of the Mexican War, Engineer-in-
Chief of the U.S. Navy, and an inventor. Af-
ter his death in 1867, Sarah inherited the
/‘ house. She died in 1908.

A second photograph of the house is be-
lieved to have been taken in September
1920, during the celebration for South
| River’s 200th anniversary. The house is

| shown decorated with bunting and a sign
under the eaves identifies the homeowner
as a "Direct Descendant of Samuel Willett."
Members of the Brown family occupied the
house at the time. Mary E. Brown, widow of
George Brown, was the daughter of Daniel
and Sarah Martin.

The last two residents
of the house were
cousins, Agnes Martin |}
Arnheimer and Ermina
Brown Kline, both
granddaughters of
Daniel and Sarah. Ag-
nes died in June 1963,
and Ermina followed in &
February 1965. The ;
house was willed to
Holy Trinity Episcopal
Church.

Upper left: The resi-
.| dence of Sarah Thomp-
§ son Martin, circa 1892-
1906. Photograph by
R. Van Dyke Reid.

At left: Thought to be a
@l 1920 view of "The Old
g2y Castle” taken during the

@] celebration for South
8 River's 200th anniver-
#l sary. Photograph donat-
ed by Woodis Booraem.

Below: A May 2024 view
of the Provident Bank
building. Photograph by
Stephanie Bartz.

Later that year, the

church sold the prop- ==

erty and in early De-

cember 1965, the more than 200 year-old
house at 6 Jackson Street was demolished.
The new owner was the Pulawski Savings
and Loan Association. Their office at 31
Jackson Street had burned in January 1965,
sending them to a temporary home at 58
Jackson Street.

In March 1966, plans for a new modern
bank building near the corner of Jackson
Street and Water Street were introduced.
Pulawski Savings and Loan opened its doors
at the new location in January 1967. The
bank underwent several corporate changes
in subsequent years, finally ending up as
Provident Bank following a merger in 2004.




Full Steam Ahead

On a windy night in June, with the threat of rain, hail, and tornadoes, an enthusiastic audience
filled the South River Museum. The introduction of first place scholarship winner Carlie Ann Ko-
lomyetz and a short business meeting preceded the public program.

The evening’s presentation was a slideshow and lecture by historian Erik Burro. The program
focused on the steamship era beginning with the early development of the technology in the
late 1700s. It was a celebration of the steam-powered travel that became popular for both pas-
sengers and goods.

The program touched only briefly on South River’s maritime history when the sight of sailboats,
schooners, barges, and steamers arriving and leaving from South River docks was common. It
focused instead on the larger history of steamship travel beginning with the development of the
first steamboat by John Fitch. Fitch tried oars and something similar to duck feet as a means of
propulsion before settling on the paddlewheel. The first successful run of his steamboat was in
1787 on the Delaware River.

Burro went on to describe the competition among early inventors and developers such as Fitch,
Robert Fulton, and Colonel John Stevens of Hoboken. The continued development of the tech-
nology and the expansion of its use led steam travel to contribute substantially to the advent of
the industrial age. It increased the pace of development and promoted commerce not only in
New Jersey, but throughout 19" century America. As with South River venues such as Allgair’s
Steamboat Hotel and Klauser’s South River Hotel, local businesses served as connections for
steamboat travel between New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania.

The steamer Cygnus, from the Iron Steamboat Company’s line, carrying
excursionists on New York Bay on Naval Parade Day, August 1898.
Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid.

Upcoming Events

= September 25: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its Sep-
tember Meeting and program. For details, see page one of this newsletter.

= October: South River’s first historical marker, commemorating victims of the 1918 In-
fluenza Pandemic, will be unveiled at Washington Monumental Cemetery. Details will be
announced once plans have been finalized.

= November 9: The Fall Meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey is
being hosted by the American Labor Museum/Botto House, Haledon, Passaic County. For
registration information visit the League website. — https://www.lhsnj.org/news-events




Tragedy — continued from page 3

Soon many fundraising initiatives were set up to help the Barbosa family. A GoFundMe drive
was set up to help with burial costs. South River businesses also donated generously to help
the family. Causeway Ice Cream, where Brian often rode his bike to order his favorite banana
milkshake, donated one dollar from every milkshake sold to the GoFundMe fundraiser. Main
Street’s Baker Squared held a bake sale with half of the proceeds given to Bryan’s parents di-
rectly. Owner Jennifer Baker told My Central Jersey, “I would like to help his family in the only
way I know how. Our little town of South River is showing just how much we can do to band
together.” Carvalho’s Bakery on Whitehead Avenue also donated funds to Bryan’s parents from
a sidewalk stand they set up. Finally, the South River Riders, a South-River based motorcycle
club, donated the proceeds from a cornhole tournament they held at the South Rlver Portu—
guese Club to the Barbosa family as well. T DI

Since this time, the South River community has supported
safe driving initiatives with “Slow Down” placards found on
many curbs and lawns throughout the town. In addition,
more stop signs have been added to curtail speeding. The
South River Police Department’s Annual Bicycle Rodeo and
Public Safety Day also continues to be a popular event pro-
moting bicycle safety.

To this day, the memorial stands on Whitehead Avenue. A
shiny, white bike has been added to the array of items left
to honor Bryan. It is a stunning display, memorializing a
beautiful young boy taken way too soon and the love and ,
support shown by this amazing small town. As a new driver ) L

passing by the memorial, I am suddenly struck by the real- otﬂg ggﬁgﬁgﬂi%agﬂinigg'ngt;gddfi;?#gd
life example of the importance of safe driving. I remember Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.
the teenager, who was enjoying a hot summer day just like

me, and am reminded of the life-altering consequences that can occur when operating a vehicle
carelessly. I say a prayer for Bryan and for our beautiful community. Even though the flowers
at the site may have faded, I am confident that the spirit of love, caring, and action embodied
by this town will go on through the ages. I am very proud to be a resident of this community-
centered town. May Bryan rest in peace and may his parents always be comforted by their
memories of the love and support that was shown to them during this very devastating time.

Sources:

Goldman, Jeff. “Driver Who Killed Teen Bicyclist Sentenced to over a Decade in Prison.” NJ.Com, 11 Apr. 2024,
www.nj.com/middlesex/2024/04/driver-who-killed-teen-bicyclist-sentenced-to-over-a-decade-in-
prison.html#:~:text=A%20hit%2Dand%2Drun%20van,County%20Prosecutor%27s%200ffice%20said%
20Thursday.

Makin, Cheryl. “South River Teen Killed in Hit-and-Run ‘Always Had a Smile on His Face.” Courier News, MyCen-
tralJersey.com, 10 July 2023, www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/middlesex-county/2023/07/10/
bryan-barbosa-south-river-hit-and-run/70395419007/.

Miller, Dawn. “Community Pulls Together to Assist Family of South River Teen Killed in Hit-and-Run | Milltown/
Spotswood, NJ News Tapinto.” TAPinto Milltown/Spotswood, 2023, www.tapinto.net/towns/milltown-slash-
spotswood/sections/giving-back/articles/community-pulls-together-to-assist-family-of-south-river-teen-killed-
in-hit-and-run.
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2024 Scholarship Awards

Since the inception of the Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High School Essay
Contest in 2013, 33 students have benefited. The scholarship is sponsored by the society and
supported by contributions from the Meyers family and other donors.

The 2024 winners were announced during awards events held in June.

e 1st Place — Carlie Ann Kolomyetz, St. Thomas Aquinas High School
e 2nd Place — Kaylee Conrad, South River High School
e 3rd Place — Sabrina Rega, South River High School

Scholarship winners are selected by a judging panel composed of members of the society’s ex-
ecutive board. The essays from all twelve years of the competition are part of the historical
record represented by the South River Museum collections and can be viewed at the museum.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@southriverhistory
Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Answers Found Newsletter Wins Award

HEEN N akio o Loma ] The April 2023 issue of South River Histor-
; L = Se sl S dl ical & Preservation News was awarded first
= » ‘ , su s place in the Kevin M. Hale Publication
PO / . Awards sponsored by the League of His-

~ e i a torical Societies of New Jersey. The editor

ey @ W of the newsletter, Stephanie Bartz, accept-
; : ed the award on behalf of the society at
the League’s June 2024 meeting held in
Woodbridge. This marks the fourth time
-| that an issue of the newsletter was recog-
nized by the League. Previous awards
were for 2016, 2017, and 2019.

0
%

THE LEAGUE OF HISTORICAL
SOCIETIES OF NEW JERSEY

2023 Kevin M. Hale Annual Publications Award

In Recognition of Distinguished Achi t

Thanks to several of our readers, the locations for
the four photographs featured in our June “Where
is this?” column have been identified. The images
at the upper left and bottom right show houses on
Hillside Avenue. The intersection of Hillside Avenue
and Main Street is the background on the upper ) South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
right. The last image, on the lower left, is a view
up Jackson Street. The Polish veterans group is
passing the Columbia Tavern at 55 Jackson Street.

for the Publicati ofaN lett

First Prize

South River Historical & Preservation News

= s Das—g 2L
Lihda J. Barth, Eyecutive Director




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




