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Next Meeting:
June 26

The Start of the
Steamboat Era

Steamboats were
once common sights
on the Raritan River
and the South River.
Historian Erik Burro

will present a
lecture about the
early years of the
steamboat era with
an emphasis on the
Raritan River.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of

each month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

June 2
July 7
August 4
September 1
October 6
November 3
December 1

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

Although we tend to think of the Purple Heart as dating from World War
I, the first one was thought up and awarded by George Washington in
1782. Referred to as the Badge of Military Merit at that time, Washington
authorized his subordinate officers to issue the award as they believed
was appropriate to recognize heroic acts by noncommissioned officers
and soldiers in the Continental Army. It was a heart-shaped piece of pur-
ple cloth with the word Merit embroidered on it. The award fell out of use
after the Revolution. .

In 1927, the Army Chief of Staff asked that a bill be
drafted and sent to Congress to revive the Badge of
Military Merit, but the bill was withdrawn from con-
sideration in 1928. Three years later, in 1931, Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur began work on a new de-
sign for the award. The final design, still in use to-
day, was renamed the Purple Heart. It was put into
use in 1932, by order of President Herbert Hoover.

The Purple Heart
medal awarded to
Frank T. Godlewski.
Donated by
Doreen Egan.

The criteria for the Purple Heart have changed over
the years. Originally intended to recognize meritori-
ous service in the United States Army, the award
was limited to those who were wounded, excluding
those killed in action. In 1942, it was expanded to
all branches of military service and posthumous
awards back to December 6, 1941, were author-
ized. In more recent years, civilian Purple Hearts
were authorized and later eliminated; posthumous
awards were expanded to include those killed on or
after April 5, 1917; and terrorist attacks and peacekeeping missions
were included for consideration, among other changes.

Thanks to the families of Frank T. Godlewski and Albert Krempecki, the
South River Museum is home to two Purple Hearts. Both men were born
in and lived in South River, Godlewski on Prentice Avenue and Krempecki
on Herman Street.

Frank Ted Godlewski joined the Navy in 1942. He died on June 6,1944,
during the Normandy invasion. He is buried in the Normandy American
Cemetery in France.

Albert Krempecki joined the Army in 1941. He was captured in the Philip-
pines in 1942, and died on September 7, 1944, when the ship that he
and other Prisoners of War were being transported on was torpedoed. His
body was never recovered.

Both medals are currently part of the “Honoring Those Who Have
Served” exhibit at the South River Museum.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




Where is this?

We like to include as many identifying details as possible when we catalog photographs for the
museum collection. The four images included here are from a set of thirteen that was donated
to us without any indication of date, occasion, or locations.

Clues in some of the images have given us an approximate date. A Google image search tells
us that the car in the top left photograph is an early 1950s Studebaker. The group of six men
walking in that same photograph are likely the mayor and members of the borough council.
Since John F. Fitzpatrick is fourth from the left, it follows that the photo was taken while he
was mayor, so between 1950 and 1953.
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As for the occasion, Memorial Day is the obvious choice. That’s borne out by two of the image
not included here. One shows a group of service members, scouts, and others with many flags
in front of the building that is now the South River Museum. A second shows an array of
wreaths and flowers in front of the World War I monument.

That leaves us with locations, people, and groups. Do you recognize any of the streets in the
photographs? Could the photographs all have been taken on the same street? Are any of the
houses familiar? Do you remember the Mobil service station in the background of the upper
right photograph? Aside from Mayor Fitzpatrick and the American Legion (lower right), can you

identify any of the people or groups?

|
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Images donated by David Zwolin.

If you can help us fill in the blanks about this set of photographs, we’d love to hear from you.
You can contact us by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com, leave a message at 732-613-
3078, or stop by the museum the next time we’re open.




New Acquisitions

Panoramic photograph of the Class of 1942,
from the collection of William A. Mannshardt,
father of the donor. Donated by Ken
Mannshardt.

Liberty Ballroom event poster, “Tommy
Dorsey, His Trombone, and His Orchestra,”
March 8, [1953]. Donated by Pete Appleby.
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Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory Of:

Dot Canino

by Richard and Karen Satterthwaite
Ferd A. David

by Laverne David Gopstein
Ruth Nole

by Richard and Karen Satterthwaite
Marley O’Neill

by John O’Neill, Jr.
Jamie Scheinberg

by Douglas Scheinberg
Carol Presnal

by Richard and Karen Satterthwaite
The Mcllvaine Family

by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite

Scholarship Fund:
Andrew & Carol Payor
General Fund:
John Durovich

John & Alexis Stashkevetch
Mark Whitehead

Items from the estate of Daniel L. Golden:
“Bulletin of Congregation Anshe Emeth of
South River,” December 1986; correspond-
ence related to the induction of Daniel L.
Golden into the South River High School Wall
of Fame, 1991; program, “Fourth Annual
South River High School Wall of Fame Din-
ner, April 20, 1991” (2 copies); notes for
Daniel Golden’s remarks on the occasion of
his induction into the South River High
School Wall of Fame, 1991 ; tickets to the
1991 Wall of Fame Dinner; program, “Fifth
Annual South River High School Wall of Fame
Dinner, May 2, 1992,” autographed by Alex
Wojciechowicz and Joe Theismann; glass
plaque, “Daniel L. Golden, In Grateful Appre-

Are You a Member?

If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending
in your dues for 2024 now.

You can renew your membership or register
a new one using the form included in this
newsletter. Membership forms can also be
downloaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you.
To verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue
or email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com
to find out when your membership expires.
We rely on your continued support to fulfill
our mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. Dues and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!

ciation, Congregation Anshe Emeth, October,
16, 1999, 80th Anniversary”; VHS tape,
“Daniel Golden Memorial, 2-20-04"; key-
chain, Title Agency, Inc., 141 Main Street,
South River. Donated by Thomas Gambino.
1892 letter from John Diggins to George L.
Blew; Joe Theismann football card, circa

1980. Donated by Stephanie and Ed Bartz.

Online Museum

Our online exhibits feature photographs and
other artifacts that are part of the larger col-
lection at the South River Museum. Exhibits
may change as new items on the same
themes are cataloged. Visit our online muse-
um at: https://hub.catalogit.app/4635/.




News of the Past — A One Track Mind

Excerpted from Trenton State Gazette, November 16, 1850, page 3.

Twenty Years Ago — We are apt to think that our own time has almost a monopoly of queer
notions and startling inventions, but we doubt whether we exceed, in that respect, the times
that have gone before. A writer in the True American of Dec. 2, 1826, gives to the world a pro-
ject of a railroad on a plan which strikes us as being altogether an extraordinary invention.
About that time a warm controversy was carried on as to the propriety of building the Delaware
and Raritan Canal. The writer (Civis Patriae!) is opposed to the canal, which he thinks, will nev-
er pay its way, as the coasting trade can never be diverted to that channel and the Pennsylva-
nia coal will reach New York by a more direct route. He therefore proposes to build a railroad
from Bordentown to Washington?, on South River. His plan is to erect a single line of posts,
three feet high, on which is lodged a timber, to carry a thin bar of iron, four inches wide. The
carriage is to have two wheels only, one before the other, and the cars, properly balanced on
each side, are to project downward. He thinks that by this contrivance passengers could be
carried from Bordentown to Washington (30 miles) in four hours, or from New York to Philadel-
phia in seventeen hours. We who have lived to ride from Philadelphia to New York in very little
more than the time that passengers were to spend on this astonishing railway between the
Delaware and Raritan, can scarce forbear a smile at the ideas entertained of rapid travelling
little more than twenty years ago. The writer estimated that the revenue to the State from this
remarkable invention, would amount to $26,000. Notwithstanding his eloquence, however, and
his dislike to copying our railroads after English patterns, no one appears to have noticed the
project.

! Civis = citizen; Patriae = fatherland, native land, or country.
2 At the time of both the 1826 article and the 1850 article excerpted above, South River was
called Washington.

Victorian Customs

What do roses, sparrows, mirrors, rain, Halloween, and um-
brellas all have in common? Brian Armstrong, former society
president and author of several books, described the connec-
tion in his presentation at the society’s April 24 meeting.
They're all the subject of Victorian superstitions related to fu-
nerals and mourning.

An appreciative audience was in attendance for Armstrong’s
program on the funerary practices and related superstitions
of the Victorian era. Great Britain’s Queen Victoria was the
source not only of the name assigned to the time period, but
some of the traditions and practices that came out of it. She
remained in mourning for the 40 years between the loss of
her husband Prince Albert and her own death.

Armstrong’s slideshow covered a wide range of topics. Includ- §
ed among them were such things as wakes and funerals held
at home, mourning periods, the food served at Victorian fu-
nerals, and the strict rules for mourning clothes and the
wearing of jewelry which were particularly severe for women. |5

He also described the transition from family burial grounds,
to church graveyards, and then to cemetery parks with large
monuments. South River has been home to all three types of
cemeteries. The Barkelew family burial ground was once lo-
cated along Whitehead Avenue. The Old School Baptist grave-
yard served members of the church that now stands as the
South River Museum. Washington Monumental Cemetery was
designed as a cemetery park with grassy lawns and tree lined
spaces. Some of the Victorian era monuments stand out be- |  One of the large monuments at

cause of their elaborate designs and monumental propor- | Washington Monumental Cemetery.
tions. | Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.




Walking Tours Revived

On Tuesday, May 7, the society was once again host to the third graders from the South River
public schools. More than 150 students, along with teachers and parents serving as chaper-
ones, passed through the doors of the South River Museum.

Government Day walking tours were a Iong -time tradition until the COVID pandemic forced the
. cancellation of the popular event.
Although there was an attempt to
revive it in 2023, circumstances on
the day of the tour once again ne-
cessitated that it be cancelled.

The weather was perfect for the
2024 event. The students were di-
vided into four groups, each of which
was treated to a tour of the munici-
pal court, the police department, and
the museum before meeting for a
tour of the fire house and then re-
turning to school.

The museum portion of the event

was split into two segments. While

< ; v one group was visiting the inside of
Above: A group of students gathered to hear the museum, a second was visiting

about the Frazee urn in the Old School Baptist - the Old School Baptist graveyard lo-
graveyard behind the South River Museum. 7 cated behind it.

Below: The last of the students exits the
South River Museum following their tour. > Inside the museum, volunteer do-
Photographs by Stephame Bartz. ‘, : cents Marilyn Anastasio and Sara-

; 7 Ann Goldman explained the history
of the building and showed some of
the artifacts that make up the muse-
% um collection. Students were also

given the opportunity to view the ex-
/ hibits and ask questions.

Two additional volunteers, Rich Alai
and Stephanie Bartz, were on hand
A‘\/ in the graveyard. The students
e learned about the urn that commem-
orates the wife of well-known sculp-
,v - fﬂ tor John Frazee and played a game
d to locate specific gravestones. Many
questions were asked and answered.

The day was counted as a success.
We hope the tradition continues for
many years to come.

Upcoming Events

= June 15: The Summer Meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey
is being hosted by the Historical Society of Woodbridge at the Acacia Youth Center. For reg-
istration information visit the League website and view the April 2024 issue of the League
News. — https://bit.ly/April24LeagueNews

= June 26: The South River Historical & Preservation Society will host its June Meeting
and program. For details, see page one of this newsletter.

= August 6: South River’s 14th Annual National Night Out, organized by the South River
Police Department, is being held at the Saint Mark Christian Academy Parking Lot, Morning-
side Avenue (near Montgomery Street), South River, 5 PM to 8 PM.




Timeline of South River History — Becoming South River

This is the eighth installment in our series detailing events in the history of South River. Please
get in touch if we've missed events that you think should be included.

1664

= The land that became New Jersey was granted to Sir George Carteret and Lord John Berke-
ley by James, Duke of York.

1676

= New Jersey was divided into East and West Jersey. The land that became South River was
part of East Jersey.

1683

= The General Assembly of East Jersey at Elizabethtown created Middlesex County, as well as
Bergen, Essex, and Monmouth counties.

1693

= Middlesex County was divided into three townships, Woodbridge, Perth Amboy, and Pisca-
taway. Piscataway Township included the area that later became South River.

1702

= East and West Jersey were reunited as the colony of New Jersey.

1720

= Willettstown, now South River, is thought to have been settled
around this time by a member of the Willett family.

1784

= Willettstown was renamed Washington. Abraham Barkelew is
credited with renaming the settlement in honor of George
Washington.

1798

= The village of Washington became part of the newly
formed township of North Brunswick. Described
as “Northward of New-Brunswick,” North Bruns- /
Wick was incorporated within Middlesex ‘B ¥ \
County by state law. z\ G %

1860

= Passage of a new state law placed the village of
Washington within the boundaries of the newly
created township of East Brunswick formed
from parts of North Brunswick and Monroe Townships.

1870

= The village of Washington was designated a town when /s
“An Act for the Improvement of the town of Washington, fthode
in the county of Middlesex” became state law. The law ‘ }Lﬂl
established the boundaries of Washington and specified e,

" 1882 map
of East Brunswick
including the town

that it be governed by an elected board of commissioners, s of xV?{?h'”g%Olr
but kept it within the borders of East Brunswick. O Y ot e
1898 Map of Middlesex
= South River was incorporated as an independent borough fully separated County” in W.W.
from East Brunswick when “An act to incorporate the borough of South Clayton’s History of
River, in the county of Middlesex” became state law on February 28. Union and Middlesex

Counties, New

1916 Jersey.

= “An act to annex to the borough of South River, in the county of Middle-
sex, part of the township of East Brunswick, in the county of Middlesex” became state law.
South River was expanded to include approximately 44 acres adjacent to and along its
southern boundary in order to bring the borough’s water plant within the boundaries of the
borough.

1927

= The state passed "An Act to annex a portion of the township of East Brunswick, in the coun-
ty of Middlesex, to the borough of South River, in said county of Middlesex.” The law reallo-
cated land in the Tanner’s Corner section on the East Brunswick side of Old Bridge Turnpike
to South River, but included a proviso that it not be adopted unless accepted by a majority
of the legal voters of South River. Voters rejected the referendum at the November 8 elec-
tion so South River’s borders remained unchanged.
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Treasures from the Archives: Recipe Exchange

There are a half dozen different cookbooks in the collections at the South River Museum. All of
them were put together as fundraisers for a local church or church-related organization.

The oldest of them is a small booklet that was published in 1903, The South River Cook Book.
At a cost of 10 cents per copy, the cookbook raised funds for the benefit of —
Holy Trinity Church. The preface was written by the Reverend George W. il
West, Rector of the Parish. SOUTH RIVER

Of making many books there is no end—save cook books. We cannot COOKHE K
have too many of them—if they are only studied. Good cooking means RS, SINONSON |

good living, and good living is morality. Hence this book. If there is an i M e
error in the above logic it is “"Undistributed Middle,” and undistributed

middle means indigestion. Hence again this book—that there may be no

BENEFIT OF
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH,

indigestion. The ladies of Holy Trinity Parish in printing this book desire S e
to do their part to increase morality, good logic, good living and good REV. GEORGE W. WEST, Rector
cooking.

PRICE 10 CENTS

Here are a few of the recipes. If you try one, let us know how it turns out!

1903,
5

Vegetable Corn Puff: Two eggs, 1 cup of milk, 1 can of corn, pinch of The cover of The )
salt and pepper, flour to make a thin batter,; put in a greased baking South River Cook

dish, spread the top with lumps of butter and bake. ~E.]. Peterson. Book, 1903. Donated
. . . by Myles Garrigan.
Queen of Puddings: One pint of bread crumbs, 2 quarts of milk, 1 cup of

currants, 2 cups of sugar (or sweeten to taste), the yolks of 4 eggs, the rind of 1 lemon, a
little salt, baked long enough to stiffen then spread jelly over the top and add the beaten
whites of the eggs dropped on, and browned. ~Mrs. Anna Martin.

Frozen Peaches: Two quarts peaches, 1 pound sugar, 1 quart water; mash peaches and let
stand with sugar for two hours. ~Florence Morgan




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




