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Next Meeting:
April 24

Victorian Era
Cemetery and
Funeral Practices

Brian Armstrong,
former society
president, will touch
on a wide range of
topics related to
Victorian funerary
practices. Mourning
apparel, funeral
relics, photography,
superstitions,
the development of
huge monuments
and cemetery parks,
and other topics will
be covered.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

April 7
May 5
June 2
July 7

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

A Short History of War Bonds - How did the US pay for World War I? The
answer is with the creation of the Liberty Bond. The bonds were first is-
sued on April 24, 1917, and then again in October 1917, April 1918, and
finally September 1918.

While the first issuance sold out, after that it became hard going. Sales
increased with campaigns that equated the buying of Liberty Bonds with
patriotism. Actors were enlisted to help sell bonds, but so too were many
others. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts used the slogan, “Every Scout to
Save a Soldier.”

WWI cost the federal government more than $30 billion. The four bond
issues did not cover that cost. The government continued selling bonds
after the end of the war under the names “Victory” Liberty Bonds, Victo-
ry Notes, and War Savings Certificates. These bonds worked the same
way as what we know as Saving Bonds. They were considered a loan to
the federal government and were paid back to the buyer with interest.

Franklin Roosevelt intro-
duced Saving Bonds in 1935
to encourage the public to
help fund the federal gov-
ernment. This put the gen-
eral framework in place for
the change to War Bonds in
1940. They used the same
selling methods as during
WWI, but added selling by
radio, with newspapers pub-
lishing a list of the radio
programs on a regular ba-
sis. South River’s Capitol L S g
Theatre obtained bonds for , ngployges of thedSoyth Ri\éeréNaiﬁt &

i = ress Compan uring a pond rally. e |
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members also participated in bond drives.

In addition to buying a bond outright, you could buy War Bond Stamps
on a weekly basis. The stamps were put in a book, and when the book
was full, it was exchanged for a bond. If you want to know how serious
people were about collecting stamps and turning in filled books, I have a
story. My grandmother gave my aunt a filled book to turn in for a bond.
Somewhere along the way, she lost the book. She was too scared to let
her mother know, so she ran away to another family member. And in
case you're wondering, no, my grandmother didn’t kill her as she feared.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News
willingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe
we have made a mistake, please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be
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received by May 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your
newsletter via email by sending a message to:

southriverhistory@gmail.com.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




Capitol Entertainment — by Stephanie Bartz

For decades before it was torn down, the Peterson building stood on the property where the
Capitol Theatre was eventually built. Over the years it was home to a variety of businesses in-
cluding a jeweler, two photographers, a doctor, a dentist, a realtor, a meat market, and a deli-
catessen. In the spring of 1923, it was sold to the proprietors of the Star Theatre, then located
on Ferry Street, as the site for a new theater.

Although the 1923 news items that reported the sale indicated that the plan was to build a new

theater within two years, it would be more than four years before —
it was completed and opened. A May 1925, news article explained |
some of the delay. Due to unexpired leases held by occupants of
the building that was still standing on the property, ground could
not be broken for the theater before September 1, 1925. David

ﬁqnean%er of the Wilbur Amusement Company made the announce CAPITOL I
,, THEATRE |

The new building, referred to in news items of the time as “the ‘ ‘

new Star Theatre,” was to be located on Main Street between the | dnigiel Eesentgtian

East Brunswick Hotel and Price’s grocery store. It would be two %%%‘é%ﬁlﬁ

stories with stores on the first floor and office space on the second | |

floor. The theater itself would seat 1,500 and be built towards the || L Tl

back of the property with a long corridor leading from the front of | TWENTIETH

the building. 1928

Construction was begun in November 1925, when the Peterson
building was torn down. Excavation for the foundation of the new
building followed in December. When the theater was finally com-
pleted and opened in 1928, it was the largest structure in the bor-
ough.

SOUTH RIVER, N. J.

Hundreds of people toured South River’s new Capitol Theatre The cover of the program for the

building to view its mosaic tile floors, plate glass mirrors, tapes- 1928 opening of the Capitol
tries, French cut-glass chandelier, and other elaborate decoratlons Theatre. The art deco design was
in advance of the official opening WhICh took place on January 20, printed on gold tone paper.

1928. There were 900 seats Donated by Janet M. Hartman.
il on the sloping main floor and
an additional 400 in a stadium section at the rear. The ven-
ue included a full stage, an orchestra section, heating and
ventilation systems, a fireproof booth equipped with two
machines for running movies, and other amenities. The
store and office spaces that had been in the original plans
were also in place.

Opening day featured an extensive program that began
with “A medley of patriotic airs.” Former Mayor George L.
Burton served as Master of Ceremonies introducing a series
of speakers that included not only Mayor William A. Allgair,
but a New Jersey Senator and a United States Congress-
man, among others. “Capitol News Events,” a series of vau-
deville acts, and announcements followed before the fea-
ture, a silent comedy horror film entitled The Cat and the
Canary. Due to the number of invitations issued for the

il event, only 500 tickets were offered to the general public.

il Music was an integral part of the theater experience. The

seven-piece Capitol Theatre Orchestra, conducted by Harry
Conover, was on the bill from opening day. Later that year,
M a pipe organ was installed. It was used for the first time on
June 3, 1928. The organ was played to provide background

" ' ‘ : | e __ == music for silent films as well as overtures at the beginning
proressional portralt or Jonn Antonitis Iin Of eaCh ShOW-

his Capitol Theatre doorman’s uniform,

circa 1930s. Donated by Helen Antonitis. . Continued on page 5
3



Final Reminder: 2024 Richard K. Meyers Memorial
South River History High School Essay Contest

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in
20247 If they're planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they're attending. Please share the information below.

Award amounts: 1% place - $500; 2" place - $350; 3" place - $150
Deadline for entries: April 15, 2024

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and
who are planning to continue their education.

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history.

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum - Old School Baptist Church.
The first place essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.

Applicable Majors: All fields of study
Submissions must be sent via email and must include your:

e full name e school name o future education plans
e address e expected date of

e phone number graduation

e email address e date of submission

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com

You may also mail a paper version to:
South River History Essay Contest
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

Questions? Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com.
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Previous Winners 2018

2023 1 Place - Cameron Santoro, SRHS
Audrey Cotter Bruden, Saint John Vianney HS 2"/ Place - Sophia DiGiovanni, SRHS
Gina-Marie Lepore, SRHS 3™ Place - Amani Hassan, SRHS
2022 25917 _

1% Place - Paige Oswald, Jackson Memorial HS 1° Place - Alexis Steffaro, SRHS

2" Place - Erin Gartner, SRHS 2" Place - Nick Errico, SRHS

3™ Place - Jasmin Blue, SRHS 3™ Place - Sarah Brister, SRHS
Honorable Mention - Eric Soares, SRHS 2016 _ _

2021 1 GIPlace - De_y\_/ld Vasilev, SRHS

1%t Place - Vincent Lepore, SRHS 2" Place - Tricia Raquepo, SRHS
2" Place - Emilly Ferreira de Souza, SRHS 3™ Place - Chase Petras, SRHS

3™ Place - Kayla Kostenko, SRHS 2015 _
2020 1> Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex
1% Place - Jillian Fernandes, SRHS County Vocational & Technical HS
2" Place - Alyssa Hernandez, SRHS 2:; Place - Arianna Brister, SRHS

3™ Place - Zachary Tamajon, SRHS 3™ Place - Brandon Madalone, SRHS
2019 2_Q14

1% Place - Evan E. Gartner, SRHS Liliya Marach, SRHS

2" Place - Hannah Kurtz, SRHS 2013

3" Place - Paige Edwards, SRHS Bridget LaPlante, SRHS

Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr HS




Capitol Theatre — continued from page 3

Little more than a year after the theater opened, a major [ 1
change came to the Capitol as it did to other theaters of the
time. New equipment was installed, and “talkies” were in-
troduced. The first talking moving picture run at the Capitol T
SOUT <R

was a western, In Old Arizona. 1t played on May 22, 1929.
Along with “talkies” came popular features like the news-

reels produced as Fox Movietone News. FERCINS L Wnd TS

In addition to movies, vaudeville played a big part in the Qur First All-Talking Picture

Capitol’s success in the early years. There were periods “IN OLD ARlZON A”’
Fofyipe sl

when it was the only theater in the area with live stage per-
formances on its schedule. Just about every kind of per-

THE |

former imaginable took the stage: dancers, singers, come- A portion of the Capitol Theatre
dians, acrobats, ventriloquists, dog acts, mind readers, jug- advertisement from the New Brunswick
glers, and more. Movie stars were occasionally included in Sunday Times, May 19, 1929.

an act. For example, in 1932, Agnes Ayres, who starred Courtesy of newspapers.com.
with Rudolf Valentino in The Sheik, made an appearance.

The 1941-1942 winter season was the last to include regular vaudeville acts.

Vaudeville did return to the stage at least one more time after 1942. In 1944, Ed Sullivan came
to South River to host the “Night of Stars,” a benefit for Corpus Christi Church. Known at the
time as a newspaper columnist and stage personality, Sullivan brought a vaudeville troupe
along with Broadway, radio, and screen stars. The headline act was Bob Howard from the cast
of Broadway’s Early to Bed. Peter Chan, known for his appearance in Broadway’s Hellzapoppin’,
Dorothy Babb, a movie actress, and a Latin American dance team rounded out the cast.

The stage at the Capitol also hosted plays and other performances. In the fall of 1939, a tour-
ing company of the play Tobacco Road came to town. It was said that five tons of dirt were
dropped on the stage as part of the set meant to represent the yard and roadway that formed
the setting for the production. Their first night in town, the cast slept in the theater after their
unexpected 3 a.m. arrival created a need for special arrangements. In a later example, the Op-
eretta Guild of Central New Jersey performed The New Moon with its 45-member cast in 1950.

In the days, months, and years that followed the opening, the theater building became an inte-
gral part of the South River community. It hosted bake sales, raffles, political rallies, amateur
nights, the institution of South River’'s Moose Lodge, films of local events, War Bond drives,
charity boxing, a fashion show, parties, and a variety of other benefit programs. From 1934 un-
til 1946, South River High School commencement ceremonies were held at the Capitol. Freddie
the Ram, the original South River High School mascot, was introduced there in 1958. Perhaps
some of the most popular events were the children’s Christmas parties that were hosted at the
theater. The first was likely the 1930 party jointly hosted by theater management, Mayor All-
gair, and the members of the borough council. Councilman John Fitzpatrick was appointed to
secure the candy that would be given away. In later years, the parties were often hosted in co-
operation with the local Lions Club and John Fitzpatrick often played Santa.

e L . { A story about the Capitol Theatre wouldn’t be complete without
; : the mention of an important theater legacy. Throughout much
of its history, it added value to its tickets in the form of givea-
ways. Dishes, glasses, silverware, ovenware, cosmetics, and
other items were given out. One piece from a set was provided
== each week over an extended period. Countless families bene-
B 2 fited. “Silver Nite” was likely the first such promotion, started
{4 )\ s NA in December 1928. Ladies who attended the theater on Mon-
¢ Al g \ day nights received one piece of a 52-piece silver-plated table

\\ ‘ \ ..\ |service. In addition to regular forks, spoons, and knives, the
N N W * Jl set included such luxuries as oyster forks, a butter knife, a
: \/\/ sugar spoon, a cold meat fork, and a berry spoon.
: , On January 27, 1968. after 40 years and one week, the Capitol
A ladies dresser set, given out at the

Capitol Theatre one piece at a time. Theatre t‘]o_steflj its last show. Then under the management of
Donated by Helen Antonitis. Bernard “Tiny” Shostack, the final curtain closed on Berserk.




Transitions — The Capitol Theatre Building

The history of the Capitol Theatre makes an interesting story, but so too does the story of the
building and the changes it went through over the years. In 1851, when R. Van Dyke Reid drew
his map of Washington (now South River), the property was owned by Jonathan Peterson.

Peterson erected a building some time prior to 1892, when the first Sanborn map of the area
was drawn. As was the custom of the time, it became known as the Peterson building. A varie-
ty of small businesses occupied space in the building during its lifetime.

a7 \7 - T . | The Peterson building was razed in 1925, and
I_ — sowmeowr] o | =] replaced by the Capitol Theatre which opened
L | = e Lol —1in 1928. In addition to the theater, it was
~tg) AT .. .__.Ihome to businesses such as the Capitol Con-
r‘L H| .{ == | fectionery, Anna Long’s beauty salon, Ben-
1892 ‘ O 2l .. 1lnett’s Radio Shop, and the Capitol Shoe Shop.
e AL The roof boasted “"South River” in large letters
- T 4 %jﬁ as a navigational aid for planes.
D6 LI s 7= [ |In 1968, the theatre closed and the building
A portion of the 1892 Sanborn map 2 == ., |was converted into the Wilshire Fashions dress
[~ showing the Peterson building. < . factory. In addition to a factory outlet adver-
T Courtesy of the Library of Congress. s 9 tised prominently on the marquee, other small

businesses occupied space in the building.

CAPITOL THEATRE BUILDING, SOUTH RIVER, N. J.

In 1988, the building was once again renovat-
1930 |ed for use as a factory and warehouse for the
assembly and distribution of electronics. DA-
Green Electronics continued to provide space

for other small businesses.

cent renovation of 35—39 Main Street. Com-
pleted in 2022, it features 17 apartments on
the upper floor with indoor parking on the
¥ | ground level. Venue by Supreme and Baker
~ | Squared occupy the stores facing the street.
collection of the South River Museum. =
e —— —— :

1971 SOoOUTH RI\WWER

The distinctive roof of the building in 1971.
Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio.

, ‘ The DA-Green Electronics building in 1988. l
il ="—= Photograph by W|II|am A Relchenbach Jr

BU\DING

The Capitol Building in 2022.
Photograph provided by Sam Milrom.

The W|Ish|re Fash|ons factory and outlet in 1982.
Photograph by Andrew Fr|tz
e — . = TEATC




New Acquisitions

Goal line and 20-yard line field markers
from Denny Stadium. Donated by the South
River Board of Education.

1954 photograph of members of the Board
of Education; panoramic photograph of the
Campbell School class of 1935. Donated by
Michele Senko.

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

Doughboy Fund:
John Durovich
Ken & Gloria Smutko
General Fund:

Mary Ann Boyler
John Durovich

Two posters, Gullion Bank, Gullion Springs -
props from the February 8, 9, 12, and 13,
2024, Thriller/American Horror Stories film-
ing at the former PNC Bank located at 55
Main Street Donated by Adam DeHanes.
Framed portraits of Emil M. Fritz and Lena
Marie Guertler Fritz; collection of War Ration
Books and related items. Donated by Arleen
Eppinger.

Are You a Member?

If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending
in your dues for 2024 now.

You can renew your membership or register a
new one using the form included in this news-
letter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you. To
verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue or
email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com to
find out when your membership expires. We
rely on your continued support to fulfill our
mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. All dues and donations are tax deducti-
ble.

Thank you!

Our newest online exhibit was created in con-
junction with this month’s feature on the histo-
ry of the Capitol Theatre. Featuring additional
photographs of the building in all of its incarna-
tions along with images of the related artifacts
housed in the South River Museum, the exhibit
can be viewed at: https://bit.ly/SRCapitol.

Do you have Capitol Theatre memorabilia to
share? We’'d love to expand the exhibit, so
please get in touch if you have items to donate
or loan for digitization or photography.

Upcoming Events

= April 16: The spring meeting of the
League of Historical Societies of New Jer-
sey will take place at Naval Air Station
Wildwood, Rio Grande, Cape May County.
To register, visit https://bit.ly/3wNO7rV.
May 7 (Rain date—May 9): Government
Day tours for third graders attending
South River schools finally resume this
year. The South River Museum is one stop
on the tour that also includes locations
such as the Criminal Justice Building. The
students, along with their teachers and
chaperones, will be given a tour of the mu-
seum and the 19th century graveyard lo-
cated behind the museum.

May 18: History Day at East Jersey Old
Town, 1050 River Road, Piscataway will
once again be hosted by Middlesex County.
This family-friendly event will run from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm, rain or shine, with
activities for all ages.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: https://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Where Ideas Grow

The society’s first program of 2024 focused on innovations and inventions that originated in
New Jersey. Linda Barth, the author of several books on New Jersey history and Executive Di-
rector of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey, entertained the audience with stories
of the ingenuity of residents of the Garden State. The presentation was based on her 2013
book, A History of Inventing in New Jersey: From Thomas Edi-
son to the Ice Cream Cone. It also included new content collect- i
ed since the book’s publication.

Bosco and ice cream cones, celluloid and bakelite, bubble wrap

and barcodes, Play-Doh and Flexible Flyer sleds, jughandles and
Jersey barriers, all have roots in New Jersey. Barth provided a

slideshow that covered everything from foods to transportation.
Her presentation made it clear that although New Jersey is per-
haps best known for technical and medical breakthroughs, inno-
vations like the first boardwalk and the cultivated blueberry are
also important parts of the state’s history.

Above: Linda Barth during
her February 21, 2024,
presentation at the South
River Museum.

| RS, T & 2 P el At left: An appreciative
K - audience learns about the
advent of the flexible pho-
tographic film that
replaced glass negatives.

Photographs by
Stephanie Bartz.




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




