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Next Meeting:
February 21

The Garden State:
Where Ideas Grow

Join author Linda
Barth as she
explores ground-
breaking, useful,
fun, and even silly

inventions and their

New Jersey roots.
If the title sounds

familiar, it's because

the program was
first presented at
the museum in
2015. This updated
version includes
added content that
you won't want to
miss!

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each

month
(second Sunday if

the first is a holiday)

February 4
March 3
April 7

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

People traveling on Washington Street are used to seeing the Union Bap-
tist Church at number 76. The original building was erected in 1894.
However, Union Baptist Church wasn't always located there.

The church was founded by Reverend F.T. Crater on May 30, 1931. The
membership met at 17 Prentice Avenue, the home of DeWitt Harris, took
over the organization of the church, and named it Union Baptist Church.

After official recognition by the
Permanent Council of the Mid-
dlesex Baptist Association, the
congregation rented a store on
East Street and began holding
services. By 1933, they had
grown large enough to need a
new location. They moved ser-
vices to the basement of 76
Washington Street, then the
First Presbyterian Church.

Under the leadership of Rever-
end Hutchinson, land at the

corner of the Causeway and
Browns Lane was purchased in
1937. The church was com-
pleted there in 1939. In later
years, under the pastorate of Reverend H.O. Williams, improvements
were made to the original building to accommodate the continued growth
of the congregation. Among these improvements was the addition of an
annex which included a pastor’s study and a baptismal pool. In 1958, a
cornerstone was laid for the final addition to the building.

A November, 1970, view of Union Baptist Church
at 76 Washington Street.
Photograph by Raymond Booraem.

In 1963, the First Presbyterian Church, newly renamed Trinity Presbyteri-
an, moved to a new building in East Brunswick leaving the church where
Union Baptist held services in the 1930s available. Negotiations for the
purchase of the property by Union Baptist Church were completed in
June, 1965. At the time, the church had a membership of 300.

On October 24, 1965, Union Baptist Church dedicated their “new” build-
ing. The event included a religious march by members of the congrega-
tion, visiting ministers, and friends. Dinner was served after the march.
The dedication service featured remarks by church representatives,
South River ministers, Mayor Chester Zdrodowski, and others.

Union Baptist Church will celebrate its 93™ anniversary this year. The
building is currently undergoing needed changes and updates so it will be
able to keep going strong.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News
willingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe
we have made a mistake, please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always

welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be
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President Traci Alai
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Al Baumann
Joanne Dembinski

Vice President
Donna Rafano

Secretary Hank Dziemian
Richard Alai Will Goepfert
Treasurer Kevin LaScala

Marilyn Anastasio &
Brian Armstrong

Candice Lewandoski
Ann Rafano

Robert Rafano
Michele Senko
Andrea Ternyila

Immediate Past
President
Nan Whitehead

COMMITTEES

Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz

Buildings & Grounds—Paul Migut

Contingency Planning—Paul Migut

Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert

Grants—Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong

Hospitality—Linda Grimm and Jennifer LaScala

Membership—Marilyn Anastasio

Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz

Program—Donna Rafano

Publicity—Donna Rafano

Scholarship—Joann Smith-Goepfert and
Brian Armstrong

Web Site—Stephanie Bartz

HONORARY TRUSTEES

Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert Rafano (2008)

Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)

Ken Roginski (2022)
Joann Smith-Goepfert

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




Celebrating 35 Years

On November 29, 2023, the South River Historical & Preservation Society celebrated 35 years
of preserving and sharing South River history. A brief business meeting honored outgoing trus-
tees for their service and welcomed incoming board members.

The program portion of the evening featured a catered buffet, an opportunity to socialize, and
an enthusiastic round of South River show and tell. Artifacts from personal collections and the
museum collections were shared along with related stories and memories.

J < Certificates of appreciation were awarded to
% 2 outgoing trustees Ken Roginski (left) and Wal-
Ann and Bob Rafano two of the society’s & L ter Woronowicz (right) by society president
| l l foundlng members, at the November event ‘ Sara Ann Goldman.

=l o

Newly installed executive board members—
At left: Treasurer, Marilyn Anastasio; Vice President, Donna Rafano;
President Sara Ann Goldman; and Secretary, Rich Alai
Center: Trustees Michele Senko, Will Goepfert, Ann Rafano, and Bob Rafano
At right: Committee chairs, Jennifer LaScala and Paul Migut

Images from the show and tell port|on of the evenlng (left to right) Will Goepfert with a Gelger coun-
ter from his Civil Defense collection, Sara Ann Goldman presenting a sign from South River Elks Christ-
mas tree sales of the past, Gary Petrie recounting a story about guiding walking tours of South River,
and Chris Rafano sharing information about his grandfather s restaurant and catering business.

. Photographs by Stephanie Bartz and Jennifer LaScaIa
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2024 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History
High School Essay Contest

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in
20247 If they're planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they're attending. Please share the information below.

Award amounts: 1% place - $500; 2" place - $350; 3" place - $150
Deadline for entries: April 15, 2024

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and
who are planning to continue their education.

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history.

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum - Old School Baptist Church.
The first place essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.

Applicable Majors: All fields of study
Submissions must be sent via email and must include your:

e full name e school name o future education plans
e address e expected date of (e.g, college name)

e phone number graduation

e email address e date of submission

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com

You may also mail a paper version to:
South River History Essay Contest
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

Questions? Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com.
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Previous Winners 2018

2023 1 Place - Cameron Santoro, SRHS
Audrey Cotter Bruden, Saint John Vianney HS 2"/ Place - Sophia DiGiovanni, SRHS
Gina-Marie Lepore, SRHS 3™ Place - Amani Hassan, SRHS
2022 25917 _

1% Place - Paige Oswald, Jackson Memorial HS 1° Place - Alexis Steffaro, SRHS

2" Place - Erin Gartner, SRHS 2" Place - Nick Errico, SRHS

3™ Place - Jasmin Blue, SRHS 3™ Place - Sarah Brister, SRHS
Honorable Mention - Eric Soares, SRHS 2016 _ _

2021 1 GIPlace - De_y\_/ld Vasilev, SRHS

1%t Place - Vincent Lepore, SRHS 2" Place - Tricia Raquepo, SRHS
2" Place - Emilly Ferreira de Souza, SRHS 3™ Place - Chase Petras, SRHS

3™ Place - Kayla Kostenko, SRHS 2015 _
2020 1> Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex
1% Place - Jillian Fernandes, SRHS County Vocational & Technical HS
2" Place - Alyssa Hernandez, SRHS 2:; Place - Arianna Brister, SRHS

3™ Place - Zachary Tamajon, SRHS 3™ Place - Brandon Madalone, SRHS
2019 2_Q14

1% Place - Evan E. Gartner, SRHS Liliya Marach, SRHS

2" Place - Hannah Kurtz, SRHS 2013

3" Place - Paige Edwards, SRHS Bridget LaPlante, SRHS

Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr HS




Another Milestone Year

2023 marked another milestone for the South River Historical & Preservation Society. Incorpo-
rated in 1988, the year marked the 35" anniversary of the organization’s founding.

A small group of twelve trustees established the society. Thirty-five years later the size of the
executive board is almost double that of the original group. The current board’s twenty-three
members include four officers, the immediate past president, twelve trustees, and the chairs of

the society’s standing committees. While some
of the board members are relatively new to the
group, most have demonstrated a longstand-
ing commitment to the society and its work.
Additionally, nine honorary trustees, six of
whom remain active members of the board,
have been recognized for their service.

Credit for the society’s accomplishments be-
longs to all of the volunteers who have contrib-
uted their time and talents during the past
thirty-five years. Even if a list existed, it would
be impossible to acknowledge all of them. A
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Those who have served as president of the so-
ciety in the years since its inception deserve
special thanks for their willingness to take on
the often chaotic and sometimes thankless
task of shepherding the society. To date, there
have been eleven presidents. It is interesting to note that seven of the past presidents have
continued their service to the society in other capacities. Of the remaining three, two are de-
ceased and one ended his term on the board in 2023.

Ann C. Rafano, 1989-1990 [current trustee]

Kenneth Roginski, 1991-1992 [completed term as trustee in 2023]

Joann Smith-Goepfert, 1993-1995 [chair of standing committee]

Earl Wenger, 1996-1997 [deceased]

Robert C. Rafano, 1998-1999 [current trustee]

Donna Rafano, 2000-2001 [vice president and chair of standing committee]
Marilyn Anastasio, 2002-2005 [treasurer and chair of standing committee]
Richard K. Meyers, 2006-2008 [deceased]

Brian Armstrong, 2009-2018 [chair of standing committee and assistant treasurer]
Nan Whitehead, 2019-2022 [immediate past president]

Sara-Ann Goldman, 2023-2024

One of the things that stands out when the society’s history is reviewed is that it inspires dedi-
cation. Friendships, camaraderie, and the satisfaction of adding new pieces to the puzzle that is
South River’s history play a big part in that.

We hope that you’ll join with us as we continue on in our mission to acquire, preserve, and ex-
hibit items of historical interest. Please keep sharing pieces of South River history with us, keep
asking questions, and keep visiting the South River Museum. We’'ll do our best to preserve
what we can, search out answers to any query that comes our way, and make the museum an
inviting and interesting place to visit.

We extend our thanks to everyone who has volunteered, donated, participated, or otherwise
engaged with us over the years. Your support has been invaluable.




New Acquisitions

Two program booklets from “A Gift for San-
ta” presented by Lincoln School; Playbill
“S.R.H.S. Image Players and Music Depart-
ment presents Bye Bye Birdie,” no date;

PLAYBILL ~ CAST

I\t

BYE BYE BIRDIE

“"Ram Power” knitted winter hat; small white
South River Rams football; "Ram Spirit Nev-
er Dies” pinback button; program from
“Annual Commencement, South River High
School” held on June 21, 1977; booklet
from the “Funeral Mass of Rev. Albert P.
Poor,” St. Stephen Protomartyr Church; hat
box and receipt from Ida’s Shoppe, 28 Main
Street; receipt from Cabot Furniture Co., 52
-58 Ferry Street; and assorted newspaper
clippings. Donated by Paul Cheponis.

Blaise Batko Sculpture, South River Fire De-
partment 9/11 Memorial commemorative
Donated by the South River Exempt Fire-
men’s Association.

2 - Blaise Batko Sculpture

* South Ri ver Ftre Department 9111 Memonal
: A" L8 LRSIy

Special Acknowledgements
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of:

Kathryn & Jim Fee
by Fran Fee
Daniel & Evelyn Golden
by Roger & Joanie Golden
Paul Matyas
by Betty J. Matyas
US Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick,
EOW 1-7-21
by Charles & Gladys Sicknick

Scholarship Fund:

Fran Fee
Bruce Meyers

General Fund:

Daniel Andre

John Durovich

Eleanor (Schaed) Eppinger
Michele Senko

Judith G. Smith

In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation
Society extends it sincere condolences to the
family and friends of Eleanor Eppinger, née
Schaed, a longtime member and an enthusi-
astic supporter of the society.

Are You a Member?

If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending
in your dues for 2024 now.

You can renew your membership or register a
new one using the form included in this news-
letter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you. To
verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue or
email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com to
find out when your membership expires. We
rely on your continued support to fulfill our
mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. All dues and donations are tax deducti-
ble.

Thank you!




News of the Past — Rolling Along

On February 18, 1927, the South River Spokesman included a piece that was probably wel-
come news to some of the younger residents of the borough. Featured on the front page and
headlined “Kiddies now have Washington St. for Skating,” the item reported on the previous
Monday’s Borough Council meeting and outlined the new plan.

Councilman Thomas Pender, chairman of

the proposal. Mayor William A. ,’Allgair and
the other members of the council were in
favor.

Washington Street, from Gordon Street to
Jackson Street, would be closed to traffic at
specified times. “"Councilman Pender said
by turning this street over to the children
three nights a week for roller skating, it
would lessen the danger of them being
struck by automobiles.”

Although the news item didn’t indicate
which days the street would be open for 22 : : ;
skating, the Daily Home News reported in A 1924 view of Washington Street, from near Gordon Street,
more detail on February 25, a week after looking toward the Jackson Street end. Photograph from the
the Spokesman broke the news. “Chief collection of Martha Stoffel Shear, donated by Emily June.
Eberwein of the police department an-

nounces that Washington Street will be closed every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday night
from 7 to 10 o’clock for the exclusive use of boys and girls who wish to roller skate there. All
traffic will be shut off, making the use of the street perfectly safe.”

Before There Was a Library

South River’s public library recently celebrated its 100" anniversary, but did you know that be-
fore there was a library, there was a public reading room? Beginning in late November, 1902,
the New Brunswick Times reported on the new reading room. Its es-
tablishment was credited to the efforts of Mae Walker, daughter of
local hotel proprietor Benjamin Walker. It opened on December 1 and
was “located in the lower part of the Whitehead building on Main
Street.” R. Van Dyke Reid was chosen to be the librarian.

The books that were made available for loan from the reading room
were obtained through the Traveling Libraries program run by the
New Jersey State Library. Readers were asked to return books they
| had borrowed when it was time for a new traveling library collection
to be received. Daily papers, magazines, and other periodicals were
also provided along with attractions such as a ping pong table.

Until March, 1903, there were regular items in the New Brunswick
newspapers about lectures and other entertainments held at the
reading room. The first lecture was delivered on December 22 by
Reverend George W. West of Holy Trinity Church. The topic was
“Books.” Other speakers covered subjects as wide-ranging as
“Cheerfulness,” “Lincoln in War Time,” and "Women and the Law.”

An undated photograph of ] o
R. Van Dyke Reid. From the There were also programs aimed at specific groups. At 7:00 p.m. on

Van Dyke Reid Collection.  February 10, 1903, for example, an original story was read “to the
boys of the village.” The evening progressed with cocoa and cake fol-
lowed by chess lessons. At 9:00 p.m., there was “a smoker for men,” and at 9:45 p.m. coffee
and doughnuts were served.

The reading room closed for the summer in April, 1903. An attempt was made at that time to
collect from those delinquent in their support contributions. As far as has been determined, the

reading room never reopened.
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| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

100 Years Ago—A Snapshot of South River in 1924

e The Polish Church at the corner of Whitehead Avenue and Ferry Street was damaged in an
early morning January fire. Believed to have started in the boiler room, the fire burned
through the floor above to reach the main part of the building. “The fire was checked before it
had a chance to destroy the ecclesiastical decorations in the church proper.”

e The South River Retail Merchants’ Association was organized in February. James Moran, pro-
prietor of Moran’s Pharmacy on Ferry Street, was elected president.

e The South River Motor Grocery, owned by F.W. Bissett, made its first trip in July. Billed as "a
grocery store at your door," it consisted of a large covered truck with shelves on each side. It
traveled the borough offering an assortment similar to that found in a regular grocery store.

e Fred Beldring, a local contractor, painted the front of the library building located at 64-66
Main Street white and arranged for a large sign reading "South River War Memorial Free Pub-
lic Library" to be added to the front. The embossed metal letters were painted black and
placed on a white background so they could be read from a distance.

 In early September, the South River Italian Soci- _
ety hosted a celebration “to honor the day of ;
Maria SS Dell’Asunta.” The chairman of the ' Willett School before t_he 1924 expar]sion.
event was Tony Spitaleri. The festivities included | Postcard from the collection of Stephanie Bartz.
a big parade, a mass at the Polish Church, a
band concert, speeches, a picnic at Miller’s Field, |
and fireworks. 10,000 people were said to have
attended.

A sixteen room addition to the Willett School on
Charles Street was completed in time for the fall
term.

o A November report compared the school enroll-
ment in 1900 and 1924. There were less than
400 pupils in school in 1900 and more than
2,200 in 1924.




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




