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Next Meeting:
September 27

Program topic
to be announced

Arrangements for
the September
program are
still underway.
An announcement is
forthcoming and will
be made as soon as
planning is
complete. Our
apologies for the
delay.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

September 3
October 1
November 5
December 3
January 7, 2024
February 4, 2024
March 3, 2024
April 7, 2024

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

In 1925, a group of high school students wanted to have a Girl Scout
troop in South River. Their mothers went to the Girl Scout office in New
Brunswick to get help with it. The new troop was active until 1932 when
interest waned and the troop disbanded.

Interest picked up again in 1937 after a group of mothers decided that
their daughters were missing out on the fun, training, and outdoor activi-
ties that scouting afforded. Once again, they met with the New Bruns-
wick council and with their help organized and registered with the na-
tional organization. The new South River troop became an official part of
the Girl Scouts of the USA eligible to use Girl Scout facilities including the
day, weekend, and summer camps. Leader training and other programs
were also made available by the national headquarters.

While World War II was still going |
on, there was enough sustained
interest in Girl Scouting that it
was decided that the South River
scouts deserved a home of their
own. With support from Mayor
Maliszewski and the council, as
well as other groups, businesses,
and individuals, the project was
funded. Money was collected dur- — :
ing War Bond drives and from A snanehct Fom the 1557 fi made during
other donations. With help from '
the South River Lions Club and Photographed by Ed Warren.
others, the property where the Girl Scout Little House now sits was ob-
tained. The last piece of the puzzle was acquiring the quonset hut which
makes up the roof of the building.

In 1947, construction began. Materials and work were donated. This in-
cluded everything from sand, cement, wood, bricks, shingles, opening
the street, and brick-laying, to turning the donated quonset hut into the
roof. Work on the quonset hut frame was done at cost by the Bound
Brook Supply Company and the actual work of building was done by the
fathers of scouts and other volunteers. It cost $5,801.74 to build the Lit-
tle House in 1947 (about $79,076.74 today). The largest single donation
was $2,100 from the Lions Club. A film, now in the museum collections,
was made during the construction by Ed Warren of the Lions Club. The
building was dedicated on May 7, 1948.

Today the Little House provides a home and meeting space to scouts at
all levels in South River, Milltown, and East Brunswick. Regardless of
where the scouts are from, parents are actively involved in the upkeep of
the Little House including cutting the grass and cleaning up the grounds.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




2023 Scholarship essay — by Audrey Cotter Bruden

** Audrey Cotter Bruden is a member of the Class of 2023 of Saint John Vianney High School.
What follows is her winning essay from the 2023 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River His-
tory High School Essay Contest.**

The infamous year 2020 was three years ago. Three years ago, I was still a freshman in high
school, uncertain where I wanted to go to college or what I wanted to do. I had not taken the
SAT, could not drive, did not have a job. Heck, I was not even that savvy around the kitchen
yet. Fast forward a few months and now there was a pandemic. We high schoolers were start-
ing to realize that this probably was not our year. I felt my elation from getting two weeks off
from school gradually slip away as reality set in. Lockdown, masks, six feet apart. Virtual learn-
ing, social distancing, shortages. Stay inside. Do not go out. Where were we, in some crazy
zombie apocalypse movie? This would only last a few more weeks, right? Wrong. Months went
by and things just got worse. Much worse.

I have been living in South River ever since I was born. The problem was, I never felt connect-
ed to my town. I attended Catholic school all my life so I never got to experience South River
school life and build that community. My friends and relatives did not live in South River so I
never got the opportunity to explore my hometown’s neighborhoods. The kids on my block all
knew each other from school and I felt like the odd one out. My parents and I went to a few
restaurants downtown every so often, but it was not the same. We often went to the public li-
brary, but I did not linger and would just go in for what I needed. I felt isolated--and this was
before the pandemic made me realize what true isolation was.

During the lockdown, I got stir crazy (which is something I can safely bet that everyone in the
world experienced at that time). In an attempt to combat this cabin fever, I decided to go out-
side. I have always enjoyed art, and I began chalking my sidewalk with colorful rainbows and

positive pictures. Dog walkers and friendly nelghbors would sm|Ie as they walked by, which
made me feel good. To keep active for when - .

my spring track season would (hopefully) re-
start, I began going on runs around the neigh-
borhood. Morning runs were my favorite be-
cause I never noticed how peaceful and cozy |
my little street could be. I also noticed chalk  §&
drawings in front of other people’s houses. -
Days went by slowly. How do I keep sane? was
my constant mantra. Biking was one of the so-
lutions. I rode my bike around my block at
first, then slowly started to expand my territo-
ry, riding down side streets I previously knew
only from trick-or-treating. One of the little
girls on my street began to become acquaint-
ances with me and we sometimes would ride
our bikes together. When she wasn’t around, I
still biked on my own, finding little discoveries |+ .

that would help the days pass. Wow this street m——+——— P —

has a really steep hill! Hey, I can bike to the Adding a Sﬂgfghhg';fﬁé%rciaip]dzggzitiVitY to the
library in under 10 minutes. Hmm, I wonder ) :

which stores are open on Main Street. Photograph by Kelly-Jane Cotter.

About three months into the pandemic, we thought nothing could get worse. Wrong again! The
horrendous news of George Floyd’s death reached our ears. I could not believe it, how could
something like this happen? My mom forbade me from watching that awful 9-minute and 29-
second video, as a way to shield me. Suddenly the coronavirus took a back seat as the world
seemed to finally wake up and address the ever present virus: racism. This was one of the piv-
otal moments of my growing relationship with my town. A Black Lives Matter protest was being
held on June 5, 2020 in downtown South River. I knew I needed to go. I knew that because of
the color of my skin, I was privileged while others were not. This inequality boiled my blood. So
why should I just sit back on the sidelines? As my mom and I walked down Main Street to-
wards the downtown, I started to worry that there wouldn’t be many people there; the

whole thing could backfire. Thank God I was wrong.

Continued on page 4



Scholarship essay — continued from page 3

We had not even reached our destlnatlon yet when we heard the loud chants of protesters. The
e protest march had begun and the turn-out

{1 could not have been better. We merged in and

= T proudly held my sign up high: Black Lives

8 Matter. High schoolers whom I did not know

78 led chants in a professional and experienced

‘| way that I previously believed only adults

i| could do. I chanted along right beside them.

We walked with South River citizens old and

- | young, of every race, ethnicity, religion, and
| background imaginable. We all took a knee to-

| gether. We shouted and rallied together. The

| pictures and videos I took that day are of local

| people showing up to do what was right. It

was the single most unifying event in my life-

time and I could not have been prouder of my

| town.

ol It is 2023. Senior year is coming to a close. I

On Main Street at the Black Lives Matter march drive my own car now and have become quite
on June 5, 2020. comfortable in the kitchen. All of my college
Photograph by Kelly-Jane Cotter. decisions are back and my choice is Rutgers,

to study Education. Last summer I worked at
Calico Cat PreSchool in South River, solidifying my decision to become a teacher one day. I was
appointed by Mayor John Krenzel as a Junior Member of the South River Shade Tree Commis-
sion, because advocating for the environment is one of my passions. I still bike and run around
town, going down the well trodden paths I made for myself. Often I continue to bike to the li-
brary, sometimes going there to do homework. The kids on my block have become my friends
and when the weather gets warmer, we play outside together. Though the pandemic certainly
impacted our lives, it also gave me this new relationship with my town that I had never had be-
fore. And for that, I could not be more grateful.

News of the Past — Walk the Line

The March 11, 1927, issue of the South River Spokesman reported on a special meeting of the
South River Board of Education. George Allgair, president of the board, shared several com-
plaints that had recently been received from several borough mothers.

At issue was the daily physical training regi-
men for girls attending the South River High
School. The mothers, only one of whom had a
daughter in the school, were “opposed to that
part of physical training which calls for the
walking of the girls about the street for a cer-
tain period every morning each week, and also
the manner in which the young misses are
permitted to walk, out of line instead of in a
straight line.”

Allgair agreed that the mothers were justified
in their complaint and declared that the prac-
tice must cease. He continued, “These young
girls should be kept in line, and if they cannot
be kept in line, then they should be kept in . ; 3 .
school.” James Black, vice president of the The South River High School on the corner of Thomas

board, said t,hat the PraCtice had also been Street and George Street, circa 1927-1928. Photograph
brought to his attention by some taxpayers. from the South River High School collection.

Supervising Principal William Lesh vowed to take the matter up with the physical education in-
structors. One wonders whether there would have been fewer complaints if only the girls had
walked in a straight line. n




New Acquisitions

e Digital copy of a black & white photograph of
Lee and Andy’s Tavern, 71 DeVoe Street, cir-
ca 1947. Donated by James Witkowski.

e Bobansky Vodka label, “Bottled expressly for

John Van Sciver, 216 Turnpike Road”; Thomas

& Chadwick oil tank measuring stick. Donated
by Frederick J. Goff.

e South River Bottling Company bottle; Rosen’s
Beverages / South River Bottling Company
bottles (2). Donated by the Sayreville Histori-
cal Society.

e 1917 and 1920 deeds for property at the cor-

Special Acknowledgements
CONTRIBUTIONS

General Fund:
Rosemary Erickson

ner of George
Street and Ste-
phen Street; pho-
tograph of Julius
Blaszka in front of
his store at 27
George Street;
pen and pencil set
from Blaszka’s
Groceries; ash-
trays from
Blaszka’s Grocer-
ies (2); ashtray

Julius Blaszka in front of his
store on George Street.

from Cost Liquor
Store. Donated by Diane Novik.

e Cabinet card photograph of Dr. Sarah Evans
Selover. Donated by Julian J. Rebelo.

» “"Map of South River from R.R.R.R. Bridge at
South River to C. & R.R. Bridge at Old
Bridge”, Dec. 1927. Donated by Alfred J. Bau-
mann.

e South River High School Rams window decal;

collection of photographs from a 2005 parade;

News and Views, South River Public Schools,
April 1966 and May 1969; Mother’s Day letter
created in 1st grade at Lincoln School, 1966;
assorted newspaper clippings. Donated by
Paul Cheponis.

e Large collection of South River High School
and Pop Warner football programs, photo-
graphs, and newspaper clippings; ledgers, a

scrap-
book,

newspa-
per clip-

[SSa i

——y

other
items re-
lated to
the South
| | River

.| Woman'’s
Club. Do-
nated by
Judy

1966 South River Woman’s Club fashion Fagely.

show of members’ wedding gowns.

Are You a Member?

If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending
in your dues for 2023. It's also not too early
to send in your dues for 2024.

You can renew your membership or register a
new one using the form included in this news-
letter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you. To
verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue or

? <5 email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com to

find out when your membership expires. We
rely on your continued support to fulfill our
mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. All dues and donations are tax deducti-
ble.

Thank you!

pings, and

2023 Scholarship Awards

This issue of South River Historical & Preser-
vation News features two scholarship essays
from our 2023 Richard K. Meyers Memorial
South River History High School Essay Con-
test. The graduates who submitted the two
essays have each been awarded $500.

This spring, the society’s executive board vot-
ed to begin our second decade of awards as
we started our first decade in 2013. Scholar-
ships have been awarded to one senior from
the South River High School Class of 2023
and one senior who resides in South River
and is a member of the Class of 2023 at a
school other than South River High School. In
2024, we expect to revert back to awarding
first, second, and third place without regard
to the school the student is attending.

To date, the society has awarded scholarships
totaling more than $10,000. Thirty graduating
seniors have benefited from the program.

The society would like to thank all those who
have made contributions in support of the
scholarship fund since its inception.




Cheering Traditions — by Gina-Marie Lepore

** Gina-Marie Lepore is a member of the Class of 2023 of South River High School. What
follows is her winning essay from the 2023 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History
High School Essay Contest.**

South River Pop-Warner, South River Homecoming Parade, South River Football and South Riv-
er Cheerleading. What do all these things have in common? Tradition. Traditions encourage
people to stay committed to their town and to their roots. I am writing today to speak to you
about our small town of South River’s cheering traditions. In our small town, we are one big
family. Everyone knows and can rely on each other. Traditions in a small-town bring people
together. Our small tight-knit community comes together to support our yearly football/
cheering traditions. I have been on the South River High School Varsity Cheerleading squad
since my freshman year. My journey to reach that point started at the very young age of 5
when I joined South River Pop-Warner Cheerleading. I remember learning all the different
types of cheers and each year my coaches teaching us a cheer and dance routine that would be
performed at a competition in a huge arena before thousands of people. We would perfect this
cheer and dance from August to October and the night before the competition we would have a
show-off in the high school gym and perform this routine in front of parents, football players,
coaches, and the other pop-warner cheer squads. This was a tradition. I also remember every
South River High School homecoming game, marching in the parade throwing candy out into
the crowd of spectators as a South River Pop-Warner Cheerleader alongside the South River
High School Varsity and Jr. Varsity Cheer Squads. And that same day, during the football
game in the third quarter, we would get to cheer alongside the South River High School Varsity
Cheerleaders and do stunts. This was so exciting to me. This was a tradition. A tradition that
lasts a lifetime. A lifetime of memories.

. e PARADE TRADITION %‘H[ HoATS
SPIRIT - xeseonsigiry  FLOATS=  Foyu Il’%
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— LEADERSHIP o HOMECOMI LEADERSHIP - £7SE0RCE
“=POP WARNER= PERFORM UARSITY 2mcts momors 55

72 SOUTH RIVER = TRADITIONS ' cHERIEADING DANCE ciemewonc i scioor

This yearly tradition prepared me to become the best cheerleader possible. I listened, learned,
and trained each year from the age of 5 to become a South River Varsity Cheerleader. When
it was finally time for South River High School cheer tryouts, I was so nervous. Did I have
what it took to make the varsity team? Then I remembered traditions. I mentally prepared
myself for this day, I practiced my routine and cheered and took it to the mat in front of sever-
al judges. I waited patiently for a few days to find out if I made the team, and not only did I
make the team, but I made the varsity team. I was so excited and happy. I knew that going
forward new traditions would now begin.

As I started my first year of South River Varsity Cheerleading as a freshman, I learned a lot of
new traditions from the older girls on the team. Some of these traditions were locker decorat-
ing, making encouraging signs for your football player and toilet papering the football players’
houses the night before the first football game, the homecoming game, and senior day. These
events encouraged team bonding as well as making wonderful friendships. Before these
events, we would meet at the high school parking lot around 7 pm at night and we would ride
in the older cheerleaders’ vehicles and go around our small town to each football players’ house
and toilet paper their entire front lawn. So much fun. Traditions.

As I began cheering at the high school football games, autumn came upon us and so did Home-
coming Day. An annual tradition. This day is epic in our small town. The entire community
gathers throughout the town to watch the homecoming parade in person and then heads to

H Continued on page 7



Cheering — continued from page 6

Denny Stadium to watch the football game. Before the parade began, I could only think back to
my South River Pop-Warner days and could not wait for the day I would march in the parade
as a South River High School Cheerleader. This day finally arrived. As we start off the day with
a parade beginning at the VFW, we march through the town showing off the floats that each
high school class built during the week. This is a school tradition that brings classmates togeth-
er. I cheered loudly and proudly as a varsity cheerleader with a smile on my face. I remember
looking back at the South River Pop-Warner Cheerleaders and saying to myself, “You will be
here one day real soon.” “Keep doing your yearly cheering traditions.” And during the third
quarter of the football game, I made sure to make those pop-warner cheerleaders feel wel-
comed and special, the way I remember being treated in traditions passed. I put those young
cheerleaders up into stunts, took pictures with them and cheered by their side.

As my senior year came upon me, I knew this would be my last year of cheerleading. Although,
bittersweet, I was so happy to become Cheer Captain of the South River Varsity Cheer Squad.
During my prior years, I watched and learned from the older cheerleaders. They taught me re-
sponsibility, leadership and how to interact with a diverse group of people. My accountability
was not only to the games, but to my entire cheer squad. As a leader I learned to respect oth-
ers, make good judgment calls, be faithful to the entire squad, and made sure I had strong up-
lifting confidence. I made sure that our team worked hard and encouraged all of them to al-
ways keep the smile going and stay positive. In our small community, whether on the sidelines
or cheering at other schools, we represent our school’s pride of yearly traditions. I reminded
our cheer squad of this. I made sure to be a good role model and set a good example for the
underclassman cheerleaders so that they can carry on all our wonderful South River cheerlead-
ing traditions. These traditions strengthened that close knit bond that I have developed not
only with my peers but my teammates. I have developed lifelong friendships with my team-
mates and will cherish all the memories forever.

I would love to carry on these traditions into my college years. I have a desire to take part in
fun and new traditions and start new traditions of my own. Wherever my future leads, I hope

to bring some of South River’s wonderful traditions to a new environment and carry them with
me to be used somewhere new.

It is important to leave your mark and be proud of your accomplishments. And I am truly proud
to say that I have done this in our small town of South River. I will miss everything about be-
ing a South River High School Cheerleader as well as a student but take away traditions that
will last a lifetime and will greatly cherish all those wonderful memories.

Now You See Them, Now You Don’t

The June program was a whirlwind tour of North American muse-
ums led by Brian Armstrong, author of Lost Museums, the book on
which the presentation was based. The majority of the twenty-one
museums featured in the presentation had unique themes. Alt-
hough all were classified as lost, only nineteen are completely gone. k..
One of the remaining two was rebranded and the last reopened af-
ter years of having only a virtual presence.

The tour kicked off with a visit to the Niagara Falls Museum in On- |
tario, Canada. What followed was a coast-to-coast trip from Califor- &
nia to New Jersey featuring such eclectic collections as the Cock-

roach Hall of Fame, the Movieland Wax Museum, the Liberace Mu-
seum, the Museum of Funeral Customs, and Presidents Park. Each

had its own story to tell including fires, financial problems, deaths,
and retirements. Perhaps the most unexpected ending for a muse-  Brian Armstrong in front of the
um was that of the Bounty, the ship commissioned for the 1962 film sculpture of President Andrew

i i i Jackson at Presidents Park in
Mutiny on the Bounty. It sank during Superstorm Sandy in 2012. Virginia. Photograph from the

Three New Jersey stops were included in the tour: the National Old  collection of Brian Armstrong.
Timers Hall of Fame in Flemington, the sports memorabilia dis-

played at the Stadium Restaurant in Sea Girt, and the locally held James B. Armstrong collec-
tion of baseball memorabilia. For a period, South River was home to what was likely the big-

gest baseball collection outside Cooperstown. .
7
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South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

A Short History of Denny Stadium

1926—The Board of Education acquired property including the area that would eventually be-
come Denny Stadium.
1927 —The athletic field was planned. Although the “filling in, levelling, layout of tracks, base-
ball diamond and football field, grand stand and dressing rooms” were expected to be complet-
ed by the end of the summer, the project remained unfinished at the start of the school year.
Football *“home games” were played on a field at Tanners’ Corner in East Brunswick all season.
1928—The new field was finally completed, and the dedication scheduled for May 24.
1929—0nce Campbell School was completed adjacent to the
,ﬂ athletic field, the field became known as Campbell School Field.
=4

1934 —The field was reconditioned, and a stadium was erected.
The work was done by workers from the Civil Works Administra-
tion, part of President Roosevelt’s New Deal designed to put
jobless Americans back to work. Although some effort was
made to rename it the South River High School Athletic Field,
the original name persisted. The first home game played in the
‘| new stadium took place on September 22. It ended in a 13—13
tie against Bound Brook High School.

1935—0n May 16, after months of delay, the new athletic field
and stadium were finally dedicated.

11967—0n September 30, Campbell School Field was rededicat-
| ed in honor of retired South River High School coach William C.
Denny. The field was renamed Denny Stadium.

1983 —Much of the stadium was rebuilt by Board of Education
maintenance staff. It was rededicated in September.

Bill Denny at the stadium, circa ~ 2022—Denny Stadium was inspected and classified as being at
1947. Photograph from the program the end of its lifespan

for the event honoring Denny” . ) .
rtwent\; years Ofr::ogachingy °  2023—In the spring, due to safety concerns, the stadium

South River High School football. bleachers were blocked from use.

=
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SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




