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Next Meeting:
April 26

Historic Storms of
the Jersey Shore

The society’s April
program will
chronicle some of
the major storms
that have affected
the Jersey shore in
years past. The
program will be

presented jointly by

Jay and Maureen
Jorgensen.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each

month
(second Sunday if

the first is a holiday)

April 2
May 7
June 4
July 2
August 6
September 3
October 1
November 5

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

Did you know that Carnegie founded almost 1,700 libraries all over the
country because he considered them necessary to the preservation of
knowledge? No, the War Memorial Library was not one of them, but it
celebrated the 100t anniversary of its founding charter in January 2023.

Recently, Luba Bolinger, a library assistant, informed Evalina Erbe, the
library director, that there were a number of scrapbooks saved “upstairs”
in the staff work area. Evalina invited me to go through them. They start
in the mid-1970s and run through the mid-1990s. Inside are photos and
newspaper articles documenting the library’s history during those years.
The books were put together by Irene Cackowski, the library director at
that time. She is remembered as always walking around with a camera,
taking pictures of any and all activities
in the library.

Among the interesting facts I found was
that the library was the heart of activi-
ties for the 1976 bicentennial celebra-
tion. The outside book return was paint-
ed red, white, and blue to resemble a
colonial era soldier by SRHS student
Glen Sylvester. A quilt was made by the
friends, members of the bicentennial
committee, and the local women'’s
group. Baker Stanley Magiera of White-
head Avenue made a reproduction of the
library, including the war memorials. It
was to be the centerpiece at a bicenten- [
nial ball that was canceled, so the piece [
was displayed at the library.

Above: The original library on Main
Street. Postcard donated
by Myles Garrigan.
Below: The current library.
Photograph by Robert Rafano.

When planning for a new library started,
the Dailey’s Pond area and the high
school were considered. Both proved un-
workable. The current site at 55 Appleby
Avenue won out. To build support, it was -
made known that there would be 20-30 parking spaces, convenlent
meeting rooms, a quiet study area, an A-V viewing area, a children’s
craft and study room, and 11,000 square feet more space for growth.
Although costs meant that the size of the library had to be cut, the addi-
tion that was added on about 10 years ago brought the size up to what
was originally planned.

As to why the scrapbooks were a secret known only to Luba, that is be-
cause she has worked at the library since 1986 and was there when the
books were made. She is retiring as of July 1, 2023. We all appreciate
her letting us know the scrapbooks exist. The library is currently digitiz-
ing them and upon completion they will be donated to the SRH&PS.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

(2022)




Reprise

An unexpected turn of events led to a change in the program planned for the society’s February
meeting. Brian Armstrong's presentation on lost museums was replaced with a program by an-
other Armstrong. "Reprise: Oral History with Harold Armstrong" gave the audience an oppor-
tunity to step back in time and revisit an interview recorded during the society's September 24,
1997 meeting held at the South River Public Library.

Harold Reid Armstrong, Jr. was born in 1918 and died in 2008. He was married to Helen Clay-
ton and served in the US Army Air Corps during World War II. After the war he joined family
members in running the Armstrong Sales automobile dealership.

Among the memories Armstrong shared was the origin of the South River High School Band.
Edward Whitehead Price formed the
original group with the agreement
that he would organize and direct the
band if the Rotary Club would pro-
vide the uniforms. According to Arm-
strong, Price recruited students,
mostly those who were too small for
sports, assigned an instrument to
each one, and gave lessons three
times a week in order to get the
band in shape before the first foot-
ball game of the season. After Arm-
strong missed weeks of practice
when he contracted diphtheria, he
came back to take extra lessons on

part of the band when it marched

and played for that first game in the RN 4 9
fall of 1932. The uniforms were, as [~ /4 SCRES = s ol
agreed, provided by the Rotarians. . N | ' , A |

-

During the course of his presenta- Yy & N
tI.On, Armstrong dlsplz-;yed an impres- The first South River High School Marching Band. The photograph
sive memory for details as he spoke was used in the 1933 Oriflamme yearbook and was donated by the
about aspects of South River history South River High School.

and Armstrong family history from

the 1920s to more recent years. He reminisced about the early days of the Capitol Theatre,
identifying the first film shown as The Cat and the Canary. Jim Armstrong, he said, had the
very first ticket to the new theater. Armstrong also described what Main Street was like before
the theater opened in 1928.

Stories of Ferry Street businesses such as the two delicatessen’s, Friedman’s and Golden’s, and
the Star Theatre were intermingled with tales of Main Street fixtures. The Grand Hotel, Rothen-

berg’s drug store, the old First National Bank building,
the A&P run by Herb Colfer, McNulty’s hat shop, and
Levy’s jewelry store were mentioned along with Gal-
braith’s diner, Luker's Polly Royal restaurant, Goller's
sweet shop, and Hansen’s bakery. The American Bak-
ery seemed an especially fond memory as Armstrong
| described buying three crumb buns for a nickel during
i the Depression. Two miniature golf courses, one on

| Ferry street run by John Fitzpatrick and a second in
——g the Leonard building at the corner of Main Street and
& Thomas Street, were also highlights from the Depres-
sion years.

e
).
1

The Grand Hotel and Rothenberg's drug store An appreciative audience paid rapt attention through-
at the corner of Main Street and Ferry Street, OUt the presentation. Armstrong provided a picture of
circa 1921. Postcard from the collection of ~ South River in earlier times even without the benefit of
Stephanie Bartz. photographs or other visual representations.




Upcoming Events

= April 22: The spring meeting of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey is being
hosted by the Bordentown Historical Society in Bordentown, Burlington County. The event is
scheduled to take place on April 22, 2023 at Old City Hall in Bordentown. The program fea-
tures several presentations as well as the opportunity to tour local historic sites. For more
information and to download a registration form, visit https://bit.ly/41TrD1V.

= May 13: Middlesex County is once again hosting History Day at East Jersey Old Town, 1050
River Road, Piscataway. This family-friendly event is scheduled for Saturday, May 13 and
will run from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, rain or shine. Activities for all ages, entertainment,
demonstrations, and tours of historical buildings will be featured. Admission is free.

= May 13: Philo Lodge No. 243 Free and Accepted Masons, established in South River in
1923, will be rededicating the cornerstone of the lodge bU|Id|ng on May 13. The event is
part of a celebration of the 100 anniversary of the local organization.

= June 7 (Rain date—June 14): Government Day tours for third graders attending South
River schools resume this year. The South River Museum is one stop on the tour that also
includes locations such as the Criminal Justice Building. The students, along with their
teachers and chaperones, will be given an introductory tour of the museum. Docents will
provide mformatlon about the history of the building, the monuments, the museum collec-
tions, and the 19'™" century graveyard located behind the museum.

Final Reminder: Deadline, April 15, 2023
2023 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History
High School Essay Contest

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in
20237 If they're planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they're attending. Please share the information below.

Award amounts: 1% place - $500; 2" place - $350; 3" place - $150
Deadline for entries: April 15, 2023

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and
who are planning to continue their education.

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history.

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum - Old School Baptist Church.
The winning essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.

Applicable Majors: All fields of study
Submissions must be sent via email and must include your:

e full name e school name o future education plans
o address o expected date of (e.g, college name)

e phone number graduation

e email address e date of submission

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com

You may also opt to mail a paper version to:
South River History Essay Contest
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

Questions? Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com




Naming Martin Avenue — by Robert C. Rafano

How does a street acquire its name and who is it named for? Whitehead Avenue is easy, as is
Willet Avenue, but how did Martin Avenue acquire its name, and who was Martin? Thanks to
the research done by Stephanie Bartz, we may have an answer. We have no formal proof of
when the street was named, but I think I can make an educated case for why it was named
Martin Avenue.

I believe the street was named in honor of Daniel B. Martin. Who was he and what did he do to
have a street named for him? This is the best information that I have and I think it has a great
deal of validity. 7

Daniel B. Martin was born in Perth Amboy on March 18,
1812, and died on August 26, 1867. The Martin homestead
in South River was located at the corner of Jackson and
Water Streets. When the house was demolished in 1965,
newspaper accounts described it as having been erected in
1750 by “Sir Thomas Willett, a Baron of England, the
founder of South River, called Willetville for many years.”
The property is currently the site of Provident Bank.

The New York Times reported on October 20, 1853, that
Daniel B. Martin was appointed Engineer-in-Chief of the
United States Navy. The National Register for 1858 recites,
"the engineer-in-chief of the navy, Daniel B. Martin, Esq., is

attached to this bureau, who is assisted by three assistant Th%ﬁoatzf;?a*;%“ggsgiag ‘\’,r;r{ag’;i‘;”gg‘f“'

engineers. This bureau has charge of the building and re- circa late 1800s or early 1900s.
pairs of all vessels of war, purchase of materials, and the

providing of all vessels with their equipments, as sails, anchors, water-tanks, etc. The engineer
-in-chief superintends the construction of all marine steam-engines for the navy, and, with the
approval of the Secretary, decides upon plans for their construction.”

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, dated December 18, 1858, tells
us more about Martin’s career. “His studies were thorough, and ena-

bled him to procure in 1842 the appointment of Assistant Engineer in
the United States Navy. He was first placed on board the Mississippi,”
then moved to a smaller vessel to survey the coast of Florida.

He rejoined the Mississippi in 1845 and sailed to the coast of Mexico.
“In May, 1846, war was declared with Mexico, and the Mississippi
was placed on the blockade of Vera Cruz.” Commodore Perry deter-
mined to capture the city of Tobasco, but due to the draft of the Mis-
sissippi, was unable to sail up the Tobasco River. He found and cap-
tured a Mexican vessel of lesser draft only to discover that its ma-
P =\ |chinery had been disassembled and parts removed. Martin volun-
4 Sf'sgﬁfr}f;nia[‘e'g}ig;s"?ﬂg_” teered his services, boarded the captured boat, and with his skill and
‘ labor was able to make it operational so that the mission could be

% trated Newspaper, 1858. . . .
.\\?Q\f\f completed. It was the first naval victory of the war and resulted in

Martin’s promotion to the rank of Chief Engineer.

He further distinguished himself supervising the construction of the machinery on the Saranac
and performing other services before his 1853 appointment to the Engineer-in-Chief position by
President Pierce. As Head of the Engineering Bureau he was charged with the plans and specifi-
cations of the entire operation of six large steam frigates.

In addition, Martin is the holder of an 1854 U.S. patent for the Martin Steam-Boiler. His patent
application reads, "Be it known that I, DANIEL B. MARTIN of Washington, Middlesex county,
New Jersey, have invented an Improvement in Steam-Boilers... My invention consists in a cer-
tain arrangement of parts in vertical tubular boilers hereinafter described, whereby I economize
heat, obtain a larger fire-surface for size of shell, preserve the lower parts of the tubes from
rust, and in addition to these advantages my arrangement admits of easy access to very part
of the boiler, a feature not common to tubular boilers."

I think it can be said with a certain degree of confidence that Martin Avenue was named for
Daniel B. Martin, veteran of the Mexican War, Engineer-in-Chief of the U.S. Navy, and inventor.




New Acquisitions

Section from the June 1933 issue of Young
Wings: The Magazine of the Boys’ and Girls’
Own Book Club, featuring photographs and
articles about the readers’ clubs of Willett
School and Campbell school; attendance and

JUNE, 1933 17

The Sky High Readers’ Club of South
River, New Jersey, is a Splendid One

Sky High Readers Like Their Pins
one

Benjamin’s Book

Mary PoLiTika,

reviewed by

good ti
Herex M
William

A page from
Young Wings.
The photograph
shows a group of
Campbell School
students.

Student Councilor certificates awarded to
Walter Mrozek, Willett School, 1934; attend-
ance certificate awarded to Walter Mrozek,
South River High School,1935; school note-
books and related materials belonging to
Walter Mrozek, 1930s; panoramic photo-
graph, South River High School Class of
1938; reunion photograph with list of asso-
ciated names, South River High School Class
of 1938, taken October 9, 1993, Imperial
Music Center; Spokesman newspaper, Au-
gust 3, 1950; booklet, "The First National
Bank of South River: Fifty Years of Banking,
1902-1952"; program, “Twenty-Eighth An-
nual Meeting of the Quarter Century Club of
Heritage Bank, N.A”; book, Golden Jubilee
Anniversary of Right Reverend Monsignor
Maximilian Wujek, Pastor of St. Mary’s
Church, South River, New Jersey, 1962,
book, St. Mary’s Church, South River, New
Jersey, 1978 (2 copies); book, St. Mary of
Ostrabrama Church, Book of Thanksgiving,
100th Anniversary Parish Celebration, No-
vember 16, 2003; book, My Memoirs, by
Mary Walus Serafin; and assorted newspa-
per clippings. Donated by Karen Smykaj.

Special Acknowledgements
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In Memory of:
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by JoAnn Devlin
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Scholarship Fund:
Jean Zimmerman
General Fund:

Mary Ann Boyler
Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch

Are You a Member?

If you haven'’t yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending
in your dues for 2023.

You can renew your membership or register a
new one using the form included in this news-
letter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you. To
verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue or
email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com to
find out when your membership expires. We
rely on your continued support to fulfill our
mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

The society appreciates your continued sup-
port. All dues and donations are tax deducti-
ble.

Thank you!

e South River Exempt
Fireman In Memoriam
flag. Donated by Wil-
liam Goepfert.

e Real photo postcard
of George and Olive
Brasno, circa 1920s;
book, History of the
Sayre & Fisher Brick
Co. of Sayreville, NJ:
1850-1948, by Joseph
T. Karcher, 1949. Do-
nated by Alfred J.
Baumann Jr.




Moving Through History — by Stephanie Bartz

Earlier this year, the society received an inquiry requesting information regarding the history of
a house located on John Street, at the southernmost corner of its intersection with George
Street. Although the museum collections don’t include many details on individual houses and
properties, such questions are fairly common. We pass on what information we can and try to

provide pointers for further research. —7
\5—/ 2 1923 Sanborn

The correspondent identified the house as having been / map showing the
built in 1925. A good starting point then was the collec- . aon=e
tion of Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from around that
time period. The Library of Congress has made the
South River maps from 1897 to 1923 freely available
online. A quick check of the 1923 map set indicated that
the house was already there when the maps were made.

Working backwards, the 1917 Sanborn maps were the
next available to consult. It was surprising to find that
George Street ended at John Street and resumed on the
other side of a property that broke George street into
two sections. At that time, there were two stables in the
area where the John Street house, and the missing piece
of George Street, later appeared. Clearly, some time be-
tween 1917 and 1923 the property changed and the two
pieces of George Street were connected.

A Google search for information on the property led to

the names of the current owners. That in turn provided |& | 1917 Sanborn N T
enough information for a search in the Middlesex County | ¢ | map showing the — &y "0
land records database. Tracing back to the early 1900s, | ¥ property é
the property changed hands multiple times. 2 4 JOHN Ll TR

; —
The names identified by the deeds found in the land rec- |= = | z
ords were used for additional searching in a newspaper J N
database. Herman Hollander turned out to be the key. SR 122 iy e
According to a piece on page 14 of the Daily Home News L=< 3
of July 20, 1923, Hollander had the “"Whitehead home- )] & .

stead” moved “from the corner of Main and John Streets
to the corner of John and George Streets where it will be set on a news foundation and be con-
verted into a two-family dwelling.” Knowing what to look for, the Sanborn maps provide cor-
roboration of the move. The T-shaped frame house at the corner of Main and John Streets on
the 1917 map had disappeared by 1923. Instead
there was a T-shaped frame house at the corner
of John and George Streets.

Though that settled the question about the histo-
ry of the John Street house, it raised the question
of which Whitehead the “homestead” belonged to.
A search of the museum’s Van Dyke Reid photo-
graph collection turned up the residence of Samu-
el Whitehead Jr. on John Street in 1895 and the
residence of John Whitehead on Main Street in
1894. Could one of these be the house? The Sam-
uel Whitehead house didn’t match the confor-

o b mation of the existing John Street house, but the
1+ |John Whitehead house fits the bill.

Not only did we discover more about one of South
River’s historic homes, we solved the mystery of
: one of the “lost” houses in Van Dyke Reid’s pho-

- ' _ tograph collection thus adding value to that col-
John Whitehead’s house at the corner of Main and lection. John Whitehead’s house hasn’t been lost

John Streets'bshé’.tc\’,garﬁ’g‘ffe'Re'\i‘g.vember 1894 to history, it has only been moved.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

The Lost Boy

William W. Conover, the young son of William W.
and Margaret Conover, according to his head-
stone, died on January 23, 1838. The stone is
located, not in one of South River’s cemeteries
as you might expect, but at the end of a drive-
way adjacent to a privately owned home in the
borough.

The existence of the stone was only recently
made known to the society. The marker is up-
right and appears to be in good condition but it
represents something of a puzzle. How and why
did the stone get to its location? Did William and
Margaret own the property? Does it actually
mark a child’s grave or was it, as seems more
likely, moved from its original location?

and Jane Conover, |s buried |n the Old School

8...% The headstone of WiIIia.m W. Conover §
Baptist graveyard behind the South River Muse- § {  who died on January 23, 1838 !

um. He died on February 2, 1834 at the age of
32. Are the two Conover families related?

We have more questions than answers. The only

private burial ground in South River was off Whitehead Avenue and belonged to the Barkelew
family. This lone headstone in a different section of town represents an anomaly and raises the
question of whether there could be other headstones on private grounds in South River.

If you have information about the Conover families or about the existence of more headstones,
we'd love to hear from you.




SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




