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Next Meeting:
February 22

Lost Museums

The histories of a
group of successful
museums that
ultimately failed and
closed their doors
will be highlighted in
a presentation by
historian Brian
Armstrong. Based
on Lost Museums,
Armstrong’s newest
book, the program
will include profiles
of the founders, the
collections, and the
fates of the museum
artifacts.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

February 5
March 5
April 2

May 7

President’s Message — by Sara-Ann Goldman

The past year has brought lots of changes, including my becoming presi-
dent of the society at the close of the annual meeting in November.

The new businesses that have opened in South River in recent years also
reflect change. The best part is that no building had to be torn down to
give us new businesses to represent the changing face of the borough
and benefit our changing population. Sprucing up the old has given new
people a chance to make a go of it and be a benefit to South River.

One recent happening was the opening of the Capitol Building, an updat-
ing of the Capitol Theatre. No movies this time, but two stores on street
level and apartments on the second floor. The lobby of the building fea-
tures pictures from our collection, some showing the original Capitol
from various angles. An enlarged image of a Capitol Theatre ticket is also
on display. This addition to Main =W ]
Street already has a new business \
- an event space to rent.

Most buildings on Ferry Street
suffered damage from Hurricane
Sandy causing a loss of stores.
When the pandemic came, even \ :
more businesses closed. However,
there is good news. Ferry Street n
is being revitalized. Paradise m s :
Flower Distribution, the Divine Yo- k= F’ — A Main St : e 1~-18

i erry reet rrom Main reet, Circa .
alaﬁpg él?)rr:(,j ég;er?sﬁqaégg ig[lrseengfz Postcard donated by Henry Knight.
Beauty, and the L|X Factor Barber Studio) have opened. Campozino is no
longer the only restaurant on the street. It was joined by the Recanto do
Xiru coffee shop and more recently Legit African Cuisine and La Cazuela
Honduran and Mexican restaurant. Pampered Paws has also moved to
Ferry Street and is open by appointment.

In addition, Trygar’'s Hardware and Locksmith has been spruced up. It
has all the common items so you don’t have to go out to the highway for
your needs. Best of all, Trygar’s is a locksmith shop. They cut keys, so
no worrying about whether the vending machine does it correctly.

Rounding out the storm-damaged buildings on Ferry Street is the former
home of Jensen’s Fish Market. It now has four stores available for rent.

Lower Main Street has also been revitalized with new businesses. These

include the New City Fresh Market and Mary’s Express Brazilian and Latin
Market. The Tex Mex Mexican Bakery, Prestige Home Design, Mirola Last
Forever jewelers, El Pueblo Querida Mexican Restaurant, and La La Land
Smoke Shop round out the new businesses.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.




South River Historical & Preservation News

Published five times a year by the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Editor: Stephanie Bartz To Our Readers:

Contributors: The South River Historical & Preservation News
willingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe

Marilyn Anastasio  Paul Migut we have made a mistake, please let us know.

Stephanie Bartz Ann Rafano

Sara-Ann Goldman Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be
Mailings & Distribution: received by March 10.
Joann Smith-Goepfert Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your
William Goepfert newsletter via email by sending a message to:

southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2023 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
OFFICERS TRUSTEES America) Book - $21.99
. . . Includes seven chapters
President Traci Alai with more than 200 photo-
Sara-Ann Goldman Nick Bachar graphs and descriptive
Vice President Al Baumann captions. Pub. June 2015
Donna Rafano Joanne Dembinski ' ' '
Secretary Hank Dziemian Postcards - Set of 3,
Richard Alai Will Goepfert $1.00 — Old School Baptist
Treasurer Jennifer LaScala Church, 1894; Main St,,
Marilyn Anastasio Kevin LaScala 1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
Candice Lewandoski . Baptist graveyard.
Immediate Past Ken Roginski .
Non Wiitehead wirea, rernyle South River's 300 Year
an itehea i
Walter Woronowicz History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
COMMITTEES print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz

Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano
Contingency Planning—Paul Migut

Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert
Grants—Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong

Hospitality—Linda Grimm Medallion Ornament Memorializing
Membership—Marilyn Anastasio the Old School Baptist Church (now
Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz South River Museum) - $10.00
g{,%%;;&%;_ggm: 52}:228 Old School Baptist Church Note
Scholarship—Joann Smith-Goepfert and Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
Brian Armstrong $2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
HONORARY TRUSTEES commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].
Ann Rafano (2003) Brian Armstrong (2014) . .
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) Iris Schmitt (2014) Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
Stephanie Bartz (2007)  Ken Roginski (2022) tions and do not include postage.
Doris Miller (2008) Joann Smith-Goepfert Please contact us by email or visit
Robert Rafano (2008) (2022) our website for additional items

and information.




And the Winners Are...

In 2007, the society sought to recognize the hard work and dedication of members who had
shown a long-term term commitment to South River history, and more specifically the society.
The result was the creation of the Frazee Award. On November 30, at the 2022 annual meet-
ing, Ken Roginski and Joann Smith-Goepfert became the newest recipients of the honor.

The award is named in honor of John Frazee, the American sculptor who created the classical
urn located in the Old School Baptist graveyard behind the museum. Frazee dedicated the urn
“To Jane, the wife of my youth.”

Given to “any person, organization, corporation, society, etc. who has demonstrated outstand-
ing service to the South River Historical and Preservation Society, Inc. over a significant period
of time,” the award is represented by a marble plaque that features an image of the Frazee
urn. The plaques were created and donated to the society by Carmen Spezzi of the Carmen F.
Spezzi and Maliszewski Funeral Homes. They were presented to the honorees by incoming soci-

ety president Sara-Ann Goldman.

At right: Joann Smith-Goepfert receiving her award from Sara-Ann Goldman.
Photographs by Stephanie Bartz.

Another Year in the Books

2022 represented the next steps in a period of recovery for the society. Although the museum
reopened to the public in September 2021 after being closed for an extended period due to the
pandemic, programming didn’t resume until April 2022.

Throughout the year, the society continued its work
to promote and preserve South River history. Five
newsletters were published, four public programs
held, two walking tours conducted, and scholarships
were awarded to four graduating high school seniors.
Research was done and responses sent for more
than 50 email and Facebook queries about aspects of
South River. More than 40 posts were created for the
more than 1,800 Facebook followers. New exhibits
were created, new donations accessioned, and two of
the videos produced by the society passed the 1,000
-view mark. In May, the society played host to the
League of Historical Societies of New Jersey.

The show and tell portion of the annual meeting
The annual meeting rounded out the year with socie- included a presentation by Chris Rafano, with an

assist from Paul Migut, about the fire alarm box

ty elections, awards, and the final program, a round Rafano donated. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

of South River history show-and-tell.



2023 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History
High School Essay Contest

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school in
20237 If they're planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship con-
test regardless of the high school they're attending. Please share the information below.

Award amounts: 1% place - $500; 2" place - $350; 3" place - $150
Deadline for entries: April 15, 2023

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and
who are planning to continue their education.

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history.

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be
added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum - Old School Baptist Church.
The winning essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging is based
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges.

Applicable Majors: All fields of study
Submissions must be sent via email and must include your:

e full name e school name o future education plans
e address e expected date of (e.g, college name)

e phone number graduation

e email address e date of submission

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com

You may also opt to mail a paper version to:
South River History Essay Contest
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

Questions? Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com
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Previous Winners

2022

1% Place - Paige Oswald, Jackson Memorial HS 2017 .

d - -
3™ Place - Jasmin Blue, SRHS 2" Place - Nick Errico, SRHS
Honorable Mention - Eric Soares, SRHS 3" Place - Sarah Brister, SRHS
2021 2016 . .
1% Place - Vincent Lepore, SRHS L Place - Deyvid Vasilev, SRHS
2" Place - Emilly Ferreira de Souza, SRHS 2"/ Place - Tricia Raquepo, SRHS
3™ Place - Kayla Kostenko, SRHS 3"™ Place - Chase Petras, SRHS
2020 2015
15t Place - Jillian Fernandes. SRHS 1% Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex
2" place - Alyssa Hernandez. SRHS County Vocational & Technical HS
3 place - Zachary Tamajon, SRHS 2" Place - Arianna Brister, SRHS
2019 ! 3™ Place - Brandon Madalone, SRHS
1% Place - Evan E. Gartner, SRHS 2014
2”;’ Place - Hannah Kurtz, SRHS Iiltl;yi%Marach, SRHS
3 PI - Paige Ed ds, SRHS
So1s o9 Eawards, Bridget LaPlante, SRHS
1% Place - Cameron Santoro, SRHS Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr HS

2" Place - Sophia DiGiovanni, SRHS
3" Place - Amani Hassan, SRHS




Treasures from the Archives: Autography

Among the more unusual items in the museum collections is a handwritten letter addressed to
Mary Louise Smith and dated December 1854. Included in the envelope is a small business

card advertising the services of Emile Villette,
“Professor of Autography, and spiritual writing
medium.” For just 25 cents you could send in a
sample of your handwriting and get back not only
a description of your character, but an account of
your future. Mary Louise did just that.

The letter is Professor Villette’s assessment based
on a handwriting sample sent by Miss Smith. The
text of the letter is included below. The lack of

DBHIBHIHOBIRN,
Madmoiselle EMILE VILLETTE,
Professor of Autography,

(OR READING OF CHARACTER BY A PERSON’S HAND-WRITING,)
AND SPIRITUAL WRITING MEDIUM,

Will upon the receipt of 25 cts. (or equivalent in postage stamps)
AND SPECIMEN OF HAND-WRITING,

Send to any person a full delineation of their character, affairs of the heart, success, destiny
&c. also, a description of the one they love or wlll marry, Address, (post-paid,)

Emile Villette, Broadway Post Office, N. Y.
transmit through the mail, All communications answered in one week after their receipt.

punctuation is a peculiarity of the original letter.

Those residing out of the city, can safely

Mademoiselle

N B.—M. Villette has made arrangements to remain in New York during the year 1854.

I find you to be of very respectable parentage
in comfortable circumstances plainly educated & of very pleasing appearance ~ In the very
bloom of womanhood unmarried & not engaged at present either You are lively in your dis-
position Sensitive in your feelings & affectionate in your nature Domestic in your habits &
well fitted for the duties of a wife & mother You are fond of company partial to the gentle-
men & liked in general by them too The future will be a happy one No deep sorrows cloud
its vista Death visits but at a distance & all is happiness & joy ~ You are to unite your fate
with a person some older than yourself well educated in easy circumstances not a mechanic
and of a fine family He is well formed has a fine forehead plain features & an open pleasant
countenance Is neat in his dress energetic in his habits correct in his principles candid in his
expressions firm in his decisions & eternal in his love You will be very happy together have
four children enjoy life much never regret your choice but ever bless him who made you one
You will live to be aged & die of inflammation of the lungs the result of a severe cold taken a
few weeks previous You deserve happiness & it will be yours in the future so says fate

Votre Serviteur
Emile Villette

Sadly, we can’t confirm how much of
what was written reflected the reality of
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Mary Louise Smith’s life. Born in 1830, v
she was 24 years old when she received | ., _ /. A /4 .~ . _ ’4/% . i
her reading. She was married three e P
years later, on December 27, 1857, to RSN - Al ‘; Bectson vl dle N
William C. Barkelew, the son of Abra- / S PRTSTY >
ham and Jane Barkelew. He was born in 7/ i R ST TS D e
1827. The salutation and signature S 1A
from the letter donated by P L cane Tl
W.C. Barkelew was a butcher by trade. Dorothy Barkelew. P/

He and Mary, commonly known as
Louisa, had less than 20 years together. He died on May 17, 1874 at age 47. Louisa died on
February 6, 1900 at age 70, cause unknown.

The couple appears to have had more than the four children Villette predicted. The eldest, a
one-year old Rebecca, is listed with them in the 1860 census. A June 17, 1868 death record for
an unnamed one-year old son appears in records held by the New Jersey State Archives. By
1870, Rebecca is no longer evident, but 10-year old Ellena, 5-year old George, and 11-month
old Stephen are identified by the census. One additional child appears in the 1880 census with
Louisa, 9-year old Evenia.

While considering the accuracy of the prediction, it may also be interesting to consider the
source. Villette advertised regularly in the New York Daily News in 1854, sometimes as repre-
sented on the card enclosed with the letter and sometimes as "“Madame Emile Villette from Par-
is.” Mademoiselle indicates an unmarried woman, while Madame indicates married. Emile is a
male name and the word “serviteur” is the masculine word for servant. Was the autographer a
man or a woman? French or pretending to be French? Sincere or fraud? You be the judge.




Executive Board Update

The elections held at the society’s 2022 annual
meeting brought
some changes to
the executive
board. Former vice
president Sara-
Ann Goldman was
elected president
of the society
while long-time
board member
Donna Rafano
stepped in as vice
president. Secre-
tary Rich Alai and treasurer Marilyn Anastasio
will continue in their positions for another term.

[ -
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The 2023 officers, left to
right: Anastasio, Goldman,
Rafano, and Alai. Photograph
by Stephanie Bartz.

Trustees Hank Dziemian and Joanne Dembinski
were each elected to their second consecutive
three-year term, while Linda Grimm and Steph-
anie Bartz opted not to run again. Although the
two no longer hold trustee roles, they continue
as chairs of standing committees so retain posi-
tions on the board.

Two new trustees were elected to replace
Grimm and Bartz. Candice Lewandoski and An-
drea Ternyila are both welcome additions to the
group.

After four years as president, Nan Whitehead
continues as a board member in the role of Im-
mediate Past President. Brian Armstrong, who
held that position during Whitehead’s four
terms, remains on the board as a committee
chair.

Are You a Member?

If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership in the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, please consider sending in
your dues for 2023.

You can renew your membership or register a
new one using the form included in this news-

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS
In Honor of:

The Dohn Family

by Kathy Prusarczyk
The May Family

by Kathy Prusarczyk
The Prusarczyk Family

by Kathy Prusarczyk

In Memory of:

Jack Alai

by Caryl R. Ogara
Jack Alai

by Robert C. & Ann Rafano
Jack Alai

by Riverside Supply Company, Inc.
Jack Alai
by The Timko Family Fund
Donald Calnan
by Margaret Calnan
Donald Calnan
by Candice Lewandoski
The May Family
by Kathy Prusarczyk
Ruth Nole
by Candice Lewandoski
The Podsiadlik Family
by Lynda Podsiadlik
The Prusarczyk Family
by Kathy Prusarczyk
Elaine Sicknick
by Charles & Gladys Sicknick

OSBC Cemetery Conservation Program:

Eileen White
Scholarship Fund:
Kathy Prusarczyk

General Fund:

Eleanor R. (Schaed) Eppinger

Alexander Mondrick, Jr.

Judith Smith, with a matching gift from
The Johnson & Johnson Family of
Companies Matching Gifts Program

letter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

If you're already a member, we thank you. To
verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue or
email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com to find
out when your membership expires. We rely on
your continued support to fulfill our mission of
preserving and promoting South River’s rich
history.

We appreciate your continued support. All dues
and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!

New Acquisitions

e Collection of five South River High School
spirit pins promoting

the Maroons and the
Rams; 1989 receipt
from Ben Franklin,
62 Main Street,
South River; 1931
South River High
School commence-
ment program.
Donated by Patricia
Bara.




Early Views: The Athletic Field and More

Among the items given to the society by the South River High School in 2022 was a photo-
graph used in the yearbook in 1929. Page fourteen of the Oriflamme identified the image only
as “Athletic Field.” It shows an open space featuring a one-story building near the left edge.
The 1930 Sanborn fire insurance map of the area labeled the building “dressing rooms.”

The athletic field in 1929. David Street and the
houses in the surrounding neighborhood are visible
in the background. Photograph donated by the
South River High School.
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An enlarged view of Campbell School cropped from the photograph
of the athletic field. The tall structure to the left of the building is
the water standpipe formerly located off Exton Street.

-

Perhaps more significant than the athletic field and its associated building is the larger building
at the right edge of the photograph. It represents the earliest known view of the William Camp-
bell School located at the corner of David Street and Johnson Place. Still under construction
when the photograph was taken, it opened for the 1929-1930 school year, closed in 1997, and
was demolished in 1999.

Located adjacent to the new elementary school, the athletic field became known as Campbell
School field. In 1967, it was transformed into Denny Stadium after the Board of Education vot-
ed to rename it in honor of William C. Denny, a former South River High School football coach.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Touring South River

Fall 2022 provided two opportunities for those
interested in South River history to learn a bit
more about the borough while spending some
time outdoors. The tours were presented by Bri-
an Armstrong, a member of the society’s execu-
tive board, in conjunction with the South River
Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission.

On October 16, Armstrong led a walking tour of a -
section of Main Street. Starting at the South Riv-
er Museum, the tour covered many of the histor-
ic homes between the gy
museum and Jackson i | ; .
Street as well as the
churches, doctors, den-
tists, and other busi-
nesses that were locat-
ed there.

Armstrong followed up
on November 13 with a
tour of Washington

Monumental Cemetery.
Starting at the central ‘ -3 o &= ¢ o i . =&
monument commemo- Kesv %~ ~ At left: Brian Armstrong near the central monument at
rating the establishment § = _f ' - Washington Monumental Cemetery at the start of the tour.
of the cemetery, the : | Above: Attendees gathered near the Peterson, Petty, and

tour covered portions of | ' Whitehead plots.
the oldest sections. Photographs by Paul Migut.
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SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




