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Number 116, November 2022

Next Meeting:
November 30

Show and Tell:

The 2022 Annual
Meeting of the
South River
Historical &
Preservation Society
will be a session of
show and tell
featuring some of
the recent
additions to the
museum collections.
Members of the
audience are invited
to bring a piece of
local history or a
memory to share.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

November 6
December 4
January 8, 2023
February 5, 2023
March 5, 2023

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead

I was quite intrigued by this piece that was recently sent to me. It fea-
tures my grandfather. I read and reread its story and assumed it was an

advertisement for Whitehead Brothers

N, FEBRUARY 17, 1010,

sand. With help, research revealed that it is
not an ad at all. It is part of a collection of
about 80 caricatures of the some of the most
prominent citizens in the New Brunswick area.

An out of town company published it privately
and the Daily Home News subsequently fea-
tured some of the images. The first one, of
New Brunswick City Collector W. F. Parker, ap-
peared on February 2, 1910. Edward White-
head was featured on February 17, 1910.

Stephanie Bartz discovered that a copy of the
limited print and privately circulated book Just
For Fun is part of the Special Collections of

Rutgers University Libraries. I most definitely g
will be making an appointment to view it. And

EDWARD WHITEHEAD.

yes it will be just for fun!

The text that accompanied the image:

I like to dream of greatness and to close my eyes and think

Of how men wade to wealth and power through seas of blackest ink,
And then I heave a mournful sigh, for well I understand

The thing I've always lacked in life was some of Whitehead’s sand.

Across the weary wastes of sea the stalwart Pilgrim came,
With Plymouth for a landing place, but Brunswick for their aim,
And all the nerve they needed when they hit the gloomy strand
They got by calling hastily for some of Whitehead’s sand.

When Grant was in the wilderness and days and nights were dark
He often used to clench his fist and gloomily remark:

“This war would soon be over and the rebels quit the land

If some one hadn’t taken them a load of Whitehead’s sand.”

Although I'm not the saddest dog, it somehow saddens me
To think about the tons of sand I've melted in my tea,

But what the Sugar Trust purveys is only contraband,

And not at all the sort of thing but this I understand.

South River’s growing famously, and those who watch it say
They’re thoroughly convinced at last that London’s had its day,
And it has got pretentious homes, but this understand,

The biggest house in all the place was built of Whitehead’s sand.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News
willingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe
we have made a mistake, please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always

welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be
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received by January 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your
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southriverhistory@gmail.com.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

Doris Miller (2008)




New Acquisitions

e Panoramic photograph of the South River High School Class of 1947.

Losiewicz.

Donated by Paul

.

e Photograph album containing 28
photographs of the newly complet- (el
ed South River Public Library on ”‘ ,
Appleby Avenue; guestbook from I ;
the 2013 re-dedication of the newly _ '
expanded South River Public Li- {14!
brary. Donated by the South River
Public Library. 1lh

e Large collection of material related ‘
to South River High School includ- 1
ing: class night, senior awards, and '@
commencement programs; hand- ).
books; scrapbooks; newspaper clip- §ii i)
pings; photographs of the high
school on Thomas Street and the
current high school; photographs of
classes, class trips, clubs and . -
groups, plays, the band, athletics, - =S
etc.; John Fitzpatrick’s health note-
book; and Andy Ivan plaque and
bracelet. Donated by the South
River High School.

e South River High School spirit cards
(3); booklet and address list from
the ten year reunion of the South
River High School Class of 1949;

collection of booklets, leaflets, pamphlets, newspaper clippings, and other materials related to

penetrating radar survey of St.

celled check, South River Trust
South River Final Tax Bill 1966
& Preliminary Tax Bill 1967 for
45 Dailey St,; ink blotter,

South River Savings piggy bank.
Donated by Ken Roginski.

Thomas & Chadwick, Inc., 148
Whitehead Ave.; smelling salts, Lester Memorial Home; bottle caps,
Pulaski Savings (2); rain bonnet, Alexander Pharmacy; ashtray,
Spitaleri Furniture Center, 18 Ferry St.; jewelry box, J.F. Milano &

Son; shoehorn, South River Department Store, 43 Main Street; ash-

tray, B & C. Market, 39 Charles St.; thermometer, B & C Market, 39
Charles St.; can/bottle opener, Laffin Chevrolet Sales; candy dish,
Pulaski Savings and Loan Association; ashtray, First National Bank
of South River, 1902-1952; ice scraper, Pulse Savings Bank; DVDs
of previous South River Historical & Preservation Society programs
(7). Donated by Ken Roginski.

e Oriflamme, 1928, 1929, and 1933; photograph from an unidentified |
school play, circa 1920s-1930s; photograph of Selma Friedlander in | =

front of the South River USO Servicemen’s Center, 1940s; photo-
graph from a South River war bond drive held by the members of
the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, circa 1945. Do-
nated by Mark Kalicki.

e Original pulley from the stage at the Capitol Theatre. Donated by

The cast of the South River High School production of
“A Pair of Sixes” from the 1931-1932 school year.
Donated by the South River High School.

the history of St. Mary of Ostrabrama church; Ground

Cemetery, 2008 (2 copies); ballpoint pen, “God Bless

\ | you, Msgr. Wujek, Fr. Ted, Fr. Joe”; glycerin bottle, R&R
') | Drug Co., Main and Ferry Streets; plastic piggy bank,
South River Savings and Loan Association, 75 Main
Street; ashtray, L & L Beef Co.,

Mary of Ostrabrama

61 Ferry Street; can-
Company; Borough of

7

“\h—;.m

m“\\“’t

]

i

i

!l

] Selma Friedlander in front
of the USO Center.
Donated by Mark Kalicki.

Sam Milrom.



Timeline of South River History — The Public Library

This is the sixth installment in our series detailing events in the history of South River. Please
get in touch if we've missed events that you think should be included.

1920

= The first public library in South River was organized in the NEw LIBRARY

headquarters of the Red Cross at the corner of Main and
Thomas Streets (75 Main Street) under the charge of mem- HERE lS MAKING
bers of the Chamber of Commerce and its Women'’s Auxilia-
ry. The first 1,000 books were provided by the State Library
Commission in August and Miss Vesey, the Red Cross sec- MUCH PROGRESS
retary and welfare worker, served as the first librarian.

= At the November 8 meeting of the borough council, permis-
sion was granted to move the library to the second floor of

the borough hall. Plans were made to have the library open for two hours a day, including
one evening. Teachers from the public schools were to be in charge.

Headline from the Daily Home News,
December 9, 1920.

= , o , 1921
War Memerial free Riblic Library, Sosth River, X.3. | . In January 1921, the library committee “decided to dedi-

cate the library on February 7 in memory of the South River

soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice during the world war

and in honor of the other soldier boys who were in service and

did their bit to win the war.”

4= The South River War Memorial Free Public Library Associa-

tion was established as a permanent organization at a public

sel| Meeting held on December 15. A library committee was the

i | predecessor to the organization. The first president of the as-

sociation was William Lesh, supervising principal of the South

i River public schools. The association filed a certificate of incor-
poration on January 3, 1922.

1922

= In January, the Old School Baptist Church building on Main

Street was purchased for $5,000 from members of the congre-

gation by the South River War Memorial Free Public Library As-

# sociation. Donations and fundraisers, plus $500 contributed by

| the borough, funded the purchase. The borough also provided

$300 for operating expenses.
An early view of the South River War 1923

l\S/Iter?e(?trl?:lirf:;e(EQP3u0b.lIgolgtt::?:g ggn';"fég = The formal opening and dedication for the South River War

Baptist Church building, took place on January 12.

1974

= Early in the year, the public library, previ-
ously run by a private board of trustees,
was transferred to borough control. Voters
had passed a referendum approving the
measure in November, 1973. In February,
Mayor Walter C. Kulik appointed a new six-
member library board consisting of Martina
Stonehouse, Leon Chando, Irene Garbosky,
Theodore Sivess, Mary Marvuglio, and Bet-
tina Fitzpatrick.

1979

= The South River Public Library moved from
the War Memorial building on Main Street

to a new building on Appleby Avenue. The A 1995 view of the South River Public Library on
new library opened in May and the dedica- Appleby Avenue. Photograph by Robert Rafano.
tion took place on October 14.

2013

= An expansion of the South River Public Library on Appleby Avenue was completed. The

building officially reopened on March 2.



Presidential Tragedies and Scandals

The society’s September program covered a cornucopia of presidential tragedies, scandals, and
colorful stories. Thomas Jefferson, Franklin Pierce, Calvin Coolidge, Richard M. Nixon, and

many others of the 46 United States presidents were included in the presentation that touched
on affairs, assassination attempts, assassinations, impeachments, political scandals, and other

TS == notable incidents.
SOUTH RIVER - SAYREVILLE EDI'I‘ION
thf\;\ { . .
. Brian Armstrong, a past president of

| the society, regaled the audience

= SPO K E :S I\/I AN with details of attempted and suc-

cessful assassinations. In 1835, An-

drew Jackson had the distinction of
|| being the first sitting American presi-
dent to be the victim of an assassi-
| nation attempt. Former President
| Theodore Roosevelt was shot in 1912
while campaigning for another term.
Although both escaped injury, Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, as President Elect,
and Harry S. Truman were victims.
Presidents Gerald R. Ford and Ronald
Reagan were also attacked. The for-
mer was uninjured, but President

VOL. XLIII-97 SOUTH RIVER, NEW JERSEY, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1963 PRICE: Tﬁ CE;TS

John Fitzgerald Kennedy
1917-1963

From every corner of the nation and virvtually every nation of
the world, great statesmen and average citizens, powevful men and
poor men, have expressed in eloquent sincerity their grief, indigna-
tion and deep sense of personal loss at the death of the President.

We feel incapable of saying morve, for we can call up no words
which can describe the emotions that seized us at the news of this

on mourns this great man, we rededicate
s lo the principles for which he fought so
cally.

e died fighting for peace among nations and brvotherhood among
men. We can only live for these things.

THE STAFF OF THE SPOKESMAN

_ - Reagan was wounded by a ricochet.
A portion of the front page of the November 27, 1963

issue of the Spokesman following the assassination of Four Presidents didn’t fare as well.
President Kennedy. Donated by Anne Marie Cerankowski. Abraham Lincoln was the first presi-

dent assassinated during his term in
office. His 1865 death was followed by that of James Garfield in 1881, William McKinley in
1901, and John F. Kennedy in 1963.

Among the other topics included in the slide presentation was the election of 1800 with its neg-
ative campaigning and uncertain conclusion. Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr received the
same number of electoral votes. The House of Representatives had the final say. After 36 bal-
lots, Jefferson was finally elected president. Burr became vice president but is perhaps most
widely known for his 1804 duel with Alexander Hamilton.

Armstrong provided a fascinating look at presidential history. Marilyn Monroe, Watergate, the
Iran-Contra affair, and the events of recent years were just small pieces in the larger timeline.

.;3

Brian Armstrong addresses an attentive audlence at the society’s September 21, 2022 general meeting.
Photograph by Jennifer LaScala.




Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS
In Memory of:

Jack Alai
by Marilyn Anastasio
Daniel & Evelyn Golden
by Roger M. & Joanie Golden
Mark Krempecki
by Donna Green
Stanley J. Makarevic
by Betty Agin
Alice Catherine Gude Orlowicz
by Marilyn Anastasio
Joanne Senko
by Michele Senko

General Fund:
Stella Gumino

In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety extends its sympathies to the family and
friends of society member Donald Calnan.

Are You a Member?

The South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety is in need of new members and renewing

please consider sending in your dues for 2023.

There are a variety of annual and life dues cat-
egories for individuals, families, and business-

es. You can choose the one that best fits your

situation.

Gift memberships are also available. They're
the perfect option if you have family members
or friends with a connection to South River or
an interest in local history.

If you're already a member, we thank you. To
verify that your membership is up to date,
please check the mailing label on this issue or
email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com to
find out when your membership expires. We
rely on your continued support to fulfill our
mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

You can renew your membership or register a
new one using the form included in this news-
letter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

We appreciate your continued support. All dues
and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!

members. If you haven't yet joined or renewed,

News Travels

On January 14, 1913, the New York Times ran
the following item noting that it was a Special
to the New York Times from Metuchen, NJ.

“Bill Holds Up a Wedding: Jersey Mayor Re-
fuses to Let Bridegroom Start Double Life in
Debt

Mayor Joseph Mark has decided not to marry
any more persons, unless the bridegroom
starts married life free from debt.

Stanislaus Socolusky came back to South
River after an absence of two years with his
mind set on matrimony. The wedding was
held up until Socolusky settled a grocery bill
of $42, which had awaited his return. It was
hard work to make the bridegroom see the
necessity of paying the bill, but he did so
when the Mayor explained that there would
be no wedding otherwise.”

Variations of the same article also appeared
that day in newspapers published in Camden,
Hackensack, Paterson, and Philadelphia. The
Hackensack and Paterson papers changed the
headline to wrongly identify Joseph Mark as
the “Metuchen Mayor.”

The small item took on a life of its own. More
than a dozen additional newspapers ran the
story, some with the Metuchen reference and
others correctly naming South River.

On January 15, the Daily Home News picked
up the item, but so did a newspaper in Fall
River, Massachusetts. Later that month, it
reached Montgomery, Alabama and Altoona,
Pennsylvania. By March it spread to Montpel-
ier, Vermont and Osceola, Missouri. April saw
it in Peabody, Kansas and Centralia, Missouri.
In May, the story ran in Clifton, Kansas; Lin-
den, Alabama; and in a second Fall River,
Massachusetts newspaper. Then there was a
[ull.

The story wasn't dead yet though. Further
searching turns up three “"Metuchen” versions
of the story. After skipping three months, the
item reappeared in a Dixon, Illinois newspaper
in September. In December, it reached Ne-
braska and appeared in papers in Ponca and
Lawrence.

The widespread interest in such a small local
story is likely a sign of the times. It's hard not
to wonder how many other South River sto-
ries were so well traveled.

Editor’s note: Joseph Mark was the mayor of
South River from March 1901 until July 1913.
The mayors of Metuchen in 1913 were Samuel
H. Clarke followed by H.B. Johnson.




2022 South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. Members

Betty Agin

*Jack & Traci Alai

Richard & Maureen Alai

Daniel Andre

Brian Armstrong

Sara Ayad

Thomas & Karen Bara

Alfred & Georgia Baumann

Jasmin Blue

Brenna Borgstede

Mary Ann Boyler

Karen Bradford

*Donald & Margaret Calnan

Gabriela Capela

Vitoria Cassiano

Janice Whitehead Chase

Elena Clavijo

Anna Wolan Cygan

Aidan DelLuca

Joanne Dembinski

JoAnn Devlin

Carol DeVoe

Sophia DiGiovanni

Hank Dziemian

Paige Edwards

Rosemary Erickson

Frances C. Fee

Jillian Fernandes

Emilly Ferreira de Souza

Marie S. Gardner

Erin Gartner

Evan Gartner

Charles & Patricia
Gawarkiewicz

William Goepfert

Roger M. & Joanie Golden

Sara-Ann Goldman

Donna Green

John & Linda Grimm

Michael Gumino

Stella Gumino

Amani Hassan

Jessie Havens

Alyssa Hernandez

Colleen Denny Hertel

Diane Whitehead
Himmelberger

Diane Walen Hudson

John & Janice Hutchison

Joseph W. Iko

Nora Jensen

Robert & Barbara Jensen

Len Klekner

Kayla Kostenko

Hannah Kurtz

Kevin & Jennifer LaScala

Vincent Lepore

Kaya Lipman

Elizabeth Litarowich

Helen E. Makarevic

Brook Matthews

Betty Matyas

Gemma McLaughlin

Bruce T. Meyers

Paul & Karyn Migut

Alfreda Lach Monahan

Kylie Monek

*Ruth Nole

Eileen Habacht Nusbaum

Carol Ogara

John & *Marley O'Neill, Jr.

Judy Olcsvay

Paige Oswald

Andrew & Carol Payor

Daisy Pelaez

Gary V. Petrie

Robert C. & Ann Rafano

Zachary Rafano-Tansey

Nicholas Razzano

Janice Rein

Dolores Roginski

Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch

Rutgers University —
Alexander Library

Cameron Santoro

Janet L. Satterthwaite

Richard & Karen Satterthwaite

Doris Schaed

Albert & Kathleen Seaman

Michele Senko

Dorothy Shamy

Charles & Gladys Sicknick

Judith G. Smith

Joann Smith-Goepfert

Kenneth & Gloria Smutko

Eric Soares

John & Alexis Stashkevetch

Martina Stonehouse

Thomas Stonehouse

Zachary Tamajon

Michael & Andrea Ternyila

Mary Timko

Eugene & Cynthia Urbanik

Carlie Wheeler

Derrick Whitaker

Eileen White

Mark Whitehead

Nan Whitehead

Cynthia A. Wilk

Walter B. Woronowicz

Jean H. Zimmerman

Hailey Zito

Edward & Mara Zukowski

Businesses

Rising Sun Construction
Riverside Supply Co., Inc.

Life Members

Business Patron

Alai Tile Inc.
South River Boat Club

Individual/Family

Thomas Anastasio Family

Paul Barsczewski

Stephanie Bartz

Barbara Becker Cline

George Feaster Family

John “Jake” Garboski

Candice Lewandoski

Sam Milrom Family

Nicholas Pawkowski &
Paulette Devine

Kathy Prusarczyk

Amy & Zac Rafano

Christopher Rafano Family

Robert Rafano Family

Kenneth Roginski

John Rudy

Norman Scheinberg, Ph.D

Steven Sullivan Family

Mary Witt, MD

Marilyn Mark Zawadsky

Peter M. Zawadsky, MD

Honorary Members

Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert C. Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)

* Deceased

In Case You're
Wondering...

Several of our past newslet-
ters have mentioned a plan
to fill and bury a new time
capsule to replace the 1970
time capsule that was
opened in fall 2021. In case
you're wondering, the plan
was delayed for a variety of
reasons, but is still under
consideration. We hope to be
able to tell you more soon.
Stay tuned!




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Treasures from the Archives: Photographs and Memories

South River High School provided 2022’s largest addition to
the collections at the South River Museum. It started on a
small scale in May with eight 16 mm films and assorted
framed items. Arguably, the most interesting item in the
group is a film identified on the canister only as “1949.”
Closer examination revealed that the early frames of the film |
have a title, "So River Graduating Class" and "June 16,
1949." The society is in the process of having the film digit-
ized.

A much larger collection of items followed in August. Four
large boxes contained photographs, scrapbooks, newspaper
clippings, programs, handbooks, framed items, and other

L W [ [ | ot |
N T Mmemorabilia. Much of it A studio portrait of the six members of
: l was sorted into categories the Class of 1920: William Austin Smith,
l such as buildings, clubs, Alexander Kenneth Sokolowski, George
\ | football, track, boys and '-el‘jl"i? S”gﬁhflRt'thLM?jrgtaret Smijthr
N girls basketball, baseball,  Helgn charotte ndstrom, an
¥ { and miscellaneous groups
24 and classes. The last grouping alone included more than 200
photographs, many taken professionally for use in the Ori-
flamme, but others that predate the yearbook or that were

& The process of sorting the material and trying to identify the

unidentified is only just beginning. Given the extent of the

The new wing of the public school on collection, the work of cataloging and incorporating the

Thomas Street under construction, items into the museum collections is expected to be a long
circa 1895. term project.




2023 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




