HIiISTORICAL & PRESERVATION

SouTH RIVER

Next Meeting:
September 21

U.S. Presidential
Scandals and
Tragedies

Former society
president Brian
Armstrong will give
a presentation on
U.S. presidents,
covering the
personal scandals,
corruption, negative
campaigning,
assassination
attempts, and
personal tragedies
that influenced
history from the
beginning of U.S.
democracy to the
present.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River
Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

September 4
October 2
November 6
December 4
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President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead

I often wondered, while attending meetings at the museum and looking
up at the portraits surrounding me, who some of the people were, how
they were connected to South River, and what their significance or family
names were. I sometimes speculated in my mind about the answers.

Recently, Stephanie Bartz answered most of my unspoken questions by
compiling that information and creating an outstanding brochure for visi-
tors to the museum to read and follow as they view our portrait gallery.

I spoke with Stephanie and she shared a bit about
the origins of the gallery. Even before the museum ¢
existed, the society was gathering portraits, but there &
was never a show place for all of them. When Woodis @
Booraem donated the Klauser hotel painting, that’s
where the inspiration began. To fit it into the limited
display space at the museum, something needed to
move. The walls of the balcony that makes up the
upper floor seemed like wasted space that could be
put to good use. Bill Hermstedt, always resourceful
and helpful, custom made hooks to fit the railing in

order to safely support the portraits. Portrait of Ambrose
. ) . . . Klauser. Donated by
The Willett sisters were the first portraits the society Woodis and Warren

acquired. Purchased with donations, they were the Booraem.
impetus for the 1988 founding of our group. Selover,

Sivess, Lesh, and Pulaski followed during the first decade as the society
was growing. The rest were donated between 2008 and 2017.

The last additions were two past presidents of the First National Bank of
South River. In 2013, when Brian Armstrong did a program on banking
in South River, the portraits of Robert Fountain and Joseph Mark were
loaned to us by PNC Bank. They were returned to PNC with the under-
standing that they would be given to the society for the museum. They
were especially important to us because they were painted by local artist
Joseph Csatari. Brian explained to me exactly how arduous the effort to
recover the portraits became. It took four years of determination on his
part. Phone calls, letters, and emails ensued, along with a letter of sup-
port from Mayor John Krenzel. PNC had its own legacy project to com-
plete before finally releasing the artifacts in December 2016. Brian drove
to Silver Spring, Maryland, picked up the items, and drove them home to
South River. “In short, the squeaky wheel gets the grease!” said Brian.
He considers this his most important contribution to the South River His-
torical & Preservation Society during the last 18 years.

A very special thank you to Stephanie for creating this brochure. Be sure
to come by the museum on the first Sunday of the month or attend one
of our programs and view our portrait gallery for yourself.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3,
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

Doris Miller (2008)




The Mystery of Lizzie Williams — by Brian Armstrong

My friend Les Williams attended the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey meeting in
South River on May 28, 2022. After the meeting, Les came for the tour of the Washington Mon-
umental Cemetery and noticed the strange grave of Lizzie Williams. What caught his interest
was the unusual shape of the grave marker that looked like a Iog with no birth or death years
included. He sent me a picture of the stone and asked TR R

me to see what I could find out about the mysterious o i
Lizzie Williams.

I first went to our cemetery expert Stephanie Bartz. She | «
maintains a database of the stones in the old section of |
the cemetery. It was created to replace the lost records
of the cemetery management organization. It includes
any information on the stones as well as one or more
photographs of each stone. Stephanie told me that Liz-
zie was buried in the Williams/Weeden plot. She also
told me that she had learned that log graves were pro-
vided to members of the Woodmen of the World organi-
zation.

Before visiting the cemetery again, I decided to do some [
research about Lizzie and the Williams family. I went to [
Ancestry.com and found a record for Lizzie's death {
which reported that she was born in Ireland in 1878 and [ &
died in February 1898 at the age of 20 years old. There |
were no other records for her in the Ancestry.com data- |
bases and the 1890 federal census was lost. Since there |
were no records, I did not know who her parents were
or where she was living when she died.

Lizzie W|Il|ams stone at Washington
Monumental Cemetery.

I then searched the New Brunswick Free Public Library Photograph by Brian Armstrong.
digital newspaper database and found several entries for

a Lizzie Williams in South River. As I read the articles, I realized that the Ancestry.com record
was incorrect since the newspaper confirmed that she had a severe case of the grip (flu) in
February 1899. It appeared she was recovering, and then she died on February 16, 1899. The
newspaper added that William and Mary Williams were her grieving parents, and the funeral
was at her parents’ home on Thomas Street in South River. Another article in October 1899
confirmed her death in a summary of the South River Tabernacle Baptist Church stating that
she was the only death in the congregation that year. An earlier article in 1894 showed that
young Lizzie was active socially in the town and had attended a party thrown by Gussie Epping-
er. There was also a notice that she visited Newburgh, New York in 1896 for several weeks to
stay with Williams relatives.

With the names of her parents, I conducted a second Ancestry.com search to see if Lizzie was
mentioned in any other records concerning them. None of their federal or state census records
from 1870 to 1930 listed Lizzie. I learned that William Williams was born in New York and
served in the Civil War. He enlisted in the Army in Buffalo In October 1864 at the age of 21,
and served for three years before being discharged in 1867 and returning to his profession as a
boatman. He married Mary (possibly a Gordon) in 1869. In 1875, the couple were living in
Newburgh, New York according to the 1875 New York state census. The 1870 and 1880 federal
census records show no children for the couple which meant that Lizzie was adopted since both
William and Mary were born in New York while Lizzie was born in Ireland.

Shortly after Lizzie’s death in 1899, around 1900, the Williamses decided to adopt a second
child, Sadie Shipmen. Sadie’s parents lived in Elizabeth, NJ, and both died in the 1890s leaving
Sadie and her brother orphans. Her brother, Joseph Tuttle Shipman, remained in Elizabeth
working as a servant for Frances and Lottie Wyle who also had an adopted daughter. Sadie was
raised by the Williamses and married Gilbert Weeden in 1913.

A return visit to the cemetery to look at the grave markers in the Williams/Weeden plot provid-
ed new questions about these unusual stones. I first saw the log stone with only the name of
Lizzie Williams engraved on the stone surface. Next to her stone was

Continued on Page 7




2022 First Place Scholarship Essay — by Paige Oswald

** Paige Oswald is a member of the Class of 2022 of Jackson Memorial High School. What fol-
lows is her winning essay from the 2022 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High
School Essay Contest.**

During my childhood I spent a lot of time at my grandparents house. I would sleep over every
weekend. Some of my best memories come from spending time with my grandparents and
their neighbors. I vividly remember one of their neighbors Eliane and Emiel, who would always
come over and give my siblings and I candies. One time Eliane even taught me her “secret”
marzipan recipe. Being born in Belgium, she often told me stories of her time in Europe which
fascinated me. My grandma's house is around the corner of a church and one day my family
and I were driving home from school and had seen a brightly colored sign outside of a church
for an easter egg hunt. My grandparents decided to take my siblings and I to this egg hunt
which was taking place at Tabernacle Baptist Church. This now distant event that may seem
insignificant to many had a lasting impact on my life.

It was a crisp spring morning with the birds chirping
and the first of the year's flowers just beginning to
poke out of the recently thawed ground. I remember
not wanting to go because the thought of meeting new
people was frightening since I had never gone to a
church before and would not know anyone. However,
my fear had dissolved as I met the incredibly welcom-
4 ing staff of the church. The event started out with
& breakfast and pictures with a spring backdrop. Then,
@8 we all went upstairs into the sanctuary and there was
a bible lesson, in which my nervous childhood self
could not pay attention to. After the lesson, it was fi-
nally time for the egg hunt. I still remember this day
because it was my first time at Tabernacle Baptist
Church, although it was just an egg hunt and I could
pell not even concentrate on the lesson, it opened a pleth-
g ora of new possibilities for me to meet new people, be
mentored, and serve the community of South River.

Soon after this event, I began going to Sunday school
every week at this church where I met my teachers,
Ms. Miller and Ms. Murphy. They shared their love of
children with me and my siblings and their knowledge
of the Bible with us every week. I also attended the
children’s ministry on Friday nights which was where I
met Pastor Dan and his wife, Katie. Through these
programs, I have had the privilege of growing up at

—— @ Ylthis church and being immersed in the kindness of
Tabernacle Baptist Church in 1970. others, which has inspired me as an (almost) adult to

Photograph by Raymond Dudley Booraem Jr. also extend kindness to others. I went on in my
preteen and teen years to join the youth group at this

church. That is how I got to know the youth pastor. Pastor Jimmy fostered a fun-loving envi-
ronment in his youth ministry that allowed me to connect with other like-minded individuals.
This was also where I have met my lifelong friends. Being a part of this youth group gave me a
judgment free space where I was able to truly be myself without the pressure of society during
my developmental years. Because of this youth group, I have learned so much about how to
live life boldly for God.

Through Tabernacle Baptist church, I also had the great opportunity to be mentored by some-
one in the church whom I have always looked up to and valued greatly. As a child, I always
saw April Dynarski full of joy and always smiling. The way she emulated Christ's light was so
apparent in how she treated others. As a child I always wanted to be like her when I grew up.
When I needed a mentor for a leadership program I was a part of I knew April was the one I
wanted to be my mentor since I valued her so much. She immediately agreed and we started
having meetings once a month. We went through a leadership book together and discussed the
questions in depth. She always shared her wisdom with me and did

n Continued on Page 5



Scholarship — continued from page 4

not hesitate to answer any questions I had. The time we spent together was an investment in
my life and the discussions we had are something I will always treasure.

Since attending my church regularly, I have had the chance to give back to South River and
the surrounding communities by serving in my church. The reason I have had such a good ex-
perience in church is because of the amazing people that serve it. I want to be someone who
welcomes everyone in the town and in our church commu- -
nity. I have previously served as a Sunday school teacher,
and currently serve as a children's church teacher. Teaching
is something I want to continue with in my career, and I
love creating lessons and then seeing the children under-
stand and applying them to their lives. They are a joy to be
around and I can only hope I have a fraction of an impact
on them as my teachers had on me. I also serve in The
Heart of South River (food pantry) where we make break-
fast for the people in need and give them groceries to take
home without a cost. We also pray with them and try to
give them words of encouragement to uplift them in times
of tribulation. Lastly, over these past two school years I

Mary Beisser gets a hug from Paige
Oswald (facing the camera) during a

have become a student leader of the youth group where I fellowship event at Tabernacle Baptist

assist Pastor Jimmy and the other leaders with setting up, Church following Mary’s graduation from

cleaning, and occasionally teaching lessons. high school. Rachel Beisser is in the
background. Photograph from the

A silly easter egg hunt is what unraveled my love for God collection of Paige Oswald.

and serving others. Growing up in the humble church on

the corner of Main and Jackson has shaped me as a person. I hope to continue to attend this
church and use my blessings to bless others. One of the greatest things I have learned from
going to church is that one extension of love can completely alter another's life. I pray our
church continues to grow and be home to many.

Worth the Wait

On May 28, 2022, after a two year delay, more than 40 people gathered for the League of His-
torical Societies of New Jersey Central Region membership meeting hosted by the South River
Historical & Preservation Society at St. Mary of Ostrabrama Church. The morning was dedicated
to exhibits and presentations, with lunch and tours of local sites in the afternoon.

Mayor John Krenzel was in attendance to give a brief speech welcoming the group to South
River. Society president Nan Whitehead also gave an address of welcome and detailed some of

Three formal presentations fol-

— the society’s accomplishments
-t W over the years.

T - : lowed. The Reverend Mr.
¥ ol . S s - Thomas Dominiecki, Deacon

jC

' o o Emeritus, spoke about the his-
- y : , £ tory of St. Mary of Ostrabrama
3 BB L Church from the time before it
— < | Was officially established in
% 4 H g5 L 1902. Brian Armstrong, former

president of the South River
Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety, did a talk on South River
at 300 detailing ten important things to know about South River. The final presentation was en-
titled “Documents, Shipwrecks, and New Discoveries: A Look at History and Historic Preserva-
tion Endeavors in Middlesex County.” It was presented by Mark Nonestied. Division Head, Mid-
dlesex County Division of Historic Sites and History Services.

The May 28 League meeting in the hall at St. Mary’s. League president
Tim Hart is at the podium. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

Afternoon tours included the South River Museum and Old School Baptist Church graveyard,
Washington Monumental Cemetery, St. Mary of Ostrabrama Church, the Sayreville Historical
Society Museum, and the East Brunswick Museum.

-



Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS
In Memory of:

Jack Alai
by Barbara Jensen

The John Fee, Jr. Family
by Fran Fee

Sonny, Bill, Regina, Billy
by Candice Lewandoski

OSBC Cemetery Conservation Program:
Candice Lewandoski

Doughboy Fund:
Candice Lewandoski

Scholarship Fund:

Candice Lewandoski
Bruce Meyers

General Fund:
Candice Lewandoski

In Memoriam
The South River Historical & Preservation Soci
and friends of Jack Alai. He was a longtime

member of the society, a former South River
councilman, and a dedicated local volunteer.

New Acquisitions

School Luncheon, April 28, 1932; advertise-
ment for Autocar Trucks featuring Garford

Donated by Alfred J. Baumann, Jr.
Pennant, 200th Anniversary, South River, NJ

e Menu, Pennsylvania Railroad, South River High

Trucking Corporation, South River, NJ, 1944,

e_

ty extends its sincere sympathies to the family

2022 Scholarship Awards

2022 marked the tenth year of awards in the
Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River His-
tory High School Essay Contest sponsored by
the society. To date, 28 students have bene-
fited from the scholarship supported by con-
tributions from the Meyers family and other
donors.

This year’s first place winner received her
award at the society’s June meeting. Her es-
say is included in this newsletter.

The second place, third place, and honorable
mention winners were announced during the
South River High School awards event in
June.

The 2022 winners are:

e 1st Place — Paige Oswald

e 2nd Place — Erin Gartner

e 3rd Place — Jasmin Blue

e Honorable Mention — Eric Soares

Scholarship winners are selected by a judg-
ing panel composed of members of the socie-
ty’s executive board. The essays from all ten
years of the competition are part of the his-
torical record represented by the South River
Museum collections and can be viewed at the
museum.

1720- 1920 plaque South River High School
Group 3 Co R
-Champs,
Central Jer-
sey, 1966 |
- awarded
to Nick
Pawlowski;
1968 South
River High
School dink
(hat); 1968

South River
High School
football let-

Detail from the varsity jacket donated
Nicholas A. Pawlowski.

LP CD by musical group Big Stick mixed at
Trax East, 101 Main St, South River, along
with related information and documentation

Donated by John Gill.

ter jacket. Donated by Nicholas A. Pawlowski.

about the album and the history of the group.

by

Time to Join or Renew!

If you haven't yet joined, please consider
sending in your dues to become a member of
the South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety. We have a variety of dues categories.
You can choose the one that best fits your
situation.

Gift memberships are also available. They're
the perfect option if you have family mem-
bers or friends who have a connection to
South River.

| If you're already a member, please check the
| mailing label on this newsletter or contact us

| by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com to

| find out when your membership expires. We

rely on your continued support to fulfill our
mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

You can renew or register a new membership
using the form included in this newsletter.
Membership forms can also be downloaded
from the website.

We appreciate your support. All dues and do-
nations are tax deductible.

Thank you!




Lizzie Williams — continued from page 3

the large stone in the center of the plot with the inscription on one side that said "HUSBAND"”
with birth and death dates (1842-1932), and "WIFE” (1849-1916). Another side included
“DAUGHTER"” 1877-1898, the incorrect death date also
found for Lizzie on Ancestry com. On a third side of
the stone was the family of the second adopted
daughter Sadie. It memorializes “FATHER Gilbert P.
Weeden”

(1891-1942), "MOTHER Sadie V. Weeden” (1895-
1983), and “"SON Gilbert P. Weeden” (1918-1989). A
fancier modern stone was also added to the plot with
the names and dates of the three Weedens along with
Gilbert Jr's wife Amelia (1923-2002).

The inscriptions on the center stone were most likely
managed by Sadie Weeden after the death of her
adopted father in 1932 at the age of 90. Her adopted
mother Mary had died in 1916. Since they were al-
ready interred in the plot with small headstones desig-
nating their graves as “William”, “*Mary”, and “Lizzie
Williams”, Sadie possibly created the generic HUS-
BAND, WIFE, and DAUGHTER on the stone getting the
death date wrong for the Williamses’ first adopted
child who she never met.

The third side of the gravestone included the names of
Sadie’s family including Gilbert, Sadie, and Gilbert Jr.
Since these three inscriptions look similar, they may
have been added to the stone when Gilbert P. Weeden , y
Jr. died in 1989. The headstones may have been add-  The side of the Weeden/Wllllams stone thought

ed to designate the burial site for Mother, Father and to memorialize Lizzie Williams.

Son before the inscription was added. The modern Weeden stone is visible in the
background at the left.

The modern stone in the plot includes these three Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

names plus Amelia, the wife of Gilbert P. Weeden Jr.
This stone may have been added by the Weeden family when Amelia passed in 2002. This
stone is the more common type of gravestone found in the cemetery after 2000.

The Williams/Weeden plot provides a confusing memorial to the lives of seven people. The
markers for William and Mary Williams and their first adopted daughter Lizzie may reflect the
fortunes of the family at a time when adding gravestones or inscriptions was costly.

Before ending this article, I will try to figure out why the Williams family created the log grave
marker for Lizzie after her death in 1899. Since William Williams was a carpenter, he may have
been a member of the Woodmen of the World which produced log shaped graves across the
United States and Canada from 1900 to the 1930s. The physical legacy of the organization are
these headstones in the shape of a tree stump with sawed-off limbs representing a life cut
short. From looking at examples of the Woodman stones in various websites, Lizzie’s stone was
small. The Woodmen originally gave graves to members when they died and then later sold
them to members who were not deceased for $100. They stopped this practice after 1920, so
Lizzie’s grave must have been created sometime between 1900 and 1920. Since Lizzie was 20
at the time of her death and women were not members of the organization, William Williams
must have been a member or knew a member. I have not been able to link membership in the
organization to either the Williams or Weeden family.

In summary, the quest to find out about the life and death of Lizzie Williams has provided in-
formation about the lives of several interesting people associated with her short life. The expe-
riences of the Shipman, Williams, and Weeden families show the difficult nature of late 19" and
early 20" century New Jersey life where many children lost parents and avoided orphanages by
being adopted by childless couples. There was no social security for orphans, and many had to
go to work or make sure they married young to find their way in the world. These graves also
showed that some people defied the odds and lived into their 80s like William Williams and

Sadie Weeden. .
7



| P.O. Box 446
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The Raritan River Railroad in the Moving Pictures

The society’s June program was a tribute to
silent films made along the Raritan River Rail-
road. South River featured prominently in the
presentation by railroad historian Tom Reyn-
olds.

The centerpiece of the program was a recently
rediscovered film from the collection of the Eye
Filmmuseum in the Netherlands. Originally re-
leased in 1911, The Runaway Engine was a
film short starring Alice Joyce and William Clar-
ence Rowe. It was produced by the Kalem
Company founded in New York in 1907. The
movie was filmed locally and included views of
the South River passenger station, the train
yard, and the surrounding area.

The recently digitized copy of the film begins »

with its Dutch or German title, Die Fuhrerlose A frame from The Runawav Enaine showing the

Lokomotive, and is part of the Jean Desmet s River passenger station with the freight station
- - e ! : and the Herrmann-Aukam factory in the background.

and film distributor. After his death, his exten- Image provided by Tom Reynolds.

sive collection was given to the Dutch Film Mu-

seum which was later renamed. Hundreds of silent films from Desmet’s collection can be

viewed online.

Reynolds also spoke about the many other silent films that included scenes along the Raritan
River Railroad. The most well-known is likely The Juggernaut, but through newspapers, maga-
zines and other sources, he’s compiled a filmography of more than 20 additional titles.




2023 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) |ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
. . T Please check one:
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: .
Name(s): Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State:  ZipCode: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
-

|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a member card. Business/Corporate  $25.00

r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
-

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.
Lifetime - Family $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation: (One household/address)

I . .
|:| in honor of |:| in memory of: Business Patron (Life) $250.00
Scholarship Fund
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

R R = B < T < R

General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




