
  

 
 

  
 

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead 
 
At last we have taken a step towards returning to reality by hosting an in 
person program and planning a major in person event. It’s been two 
years of “zooming” board meetings and, until April 2022, no group meet-
ings or programs at our museum. 
 
On May 28, 2022, the South River Historical & Preservation Society is 
hosting the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey’s spring meet-
ing. As I write, we’re still in the planning and preparation stages, but by 
the time you read this, the event may already have taken place.  
 
The program is scheduled to be held at South 
River’s historic St. Mary of Ostrabrama Church 
on Jackson Street. We are all anticipating a 
wonderful day filled with history, guest speak-
ers, and tours of historical sites in South River 
and surrounding communities. I’m sure it will 
be an outstanding day. 
 
The Polish community was a very important 
part of the development of South River. A 
large number of Poles immigrated to the South 
River area in the late 1800s. Many of them 
found jobs in local factories and brickyards. 
Most important to them was to have a church 
of their own where language was not a barrier 
and they could practice their traditions. 
 
In reading St. Mary’s parish history, I was 
struck by the commitment of the community. 
Establishing the church was a slow step-by-
step process. They began an appeal to the 
Bishop of Trenton in 1897. It took until 1902 
to accomplish their dream to establish the par-
ish and begin work on the church. That same 
year they celebrated their first parish mass in 
Alois Bohi’s embroidery factory on Water Street. Slowly but surely over 
many years, the church building we see today was erected. 
 
Included in our event is a walking tour of Washington Monumental Cem-
etery, founded in 1856. There is significant South River history through-
out the grounds much of it represented by the monuments that honor 
the individuals and families that helped create South River. 
 
As I complete this message I am looking forward to May 28, 2022 with 
great anticipation. I wish you all a peaceful, adventuresome summer. We 
deserve it.  

 
 

Next Meeting: 
June 22 

 
The History of the 

Raritan River  
Railroad in the 
Silent Movies 

 
A recently 

rediscovered motion 
picture filmed in 

and around South 
River in 1910 will 

be shown. Railroad 
historian Tom 

Reynolds will also 
speak about other 

films that were shot 
in South River and 
the surrounding 
area during the 
silent film era. 

 

Please join us at 
7:00 p.m. at the  

South River 
Museum, 

64-66 Main Street, 
South River. 

Number 114, June 2022 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to 
the general public 
from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on the 

first Sunday of each 
month  

(second Sunday if 
the first is a holiday) 

 

June 5 
July 10 

August 7 
September 4 

October 2 
November 6 

A 1915 era view of St. Mary’s 
from across Jackson Street. 

Postcard from the collection of 
Stephanie Bartz. 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters 
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive 
captions. Pub. June 2015. 
 
Postcards – Set of 3, 
$1.00 — Old School Baptist 
Church, 1894; Main St., 
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School 

Baptist graveyard. 
 
Tote Bag Celebrating 
South River’s 300 Year 
History, 1720-2020  – 
$4.00 — Black with white 
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 
Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward 
Lange Painting of 
Klauser’s South River 

Hotel and the Riverfront – $15.00  
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 
Medallion Ornament Memorializing 
the Old School Baptist Church (now 
South River Museum) – $10.00 
 
Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes – Set of 5, 
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an 
1894 photograph of the church.  
 
Lapel Pin – $5.00 — Collectible pin 
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch]. 
 
Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage. 
Please contact us by email or visit 
our website for additional items 
and information. 



 

South River Little League: The Early Years — by Traci Mosser Alai 
 
On Saturday, April 23, 2022, the South River Little League held its 70th Anniversary Celebration 
at the Tom Icker Memorial Field on Burton Avenue. Mayor John Krenzel threw out the ceremo-
nial first pitch. South River fielded two teams this season: Maroon and Gray. Prior to the COVID
-19 pandemic, the league boasted six teams.  
 
In the planning leading up to the event, some eagle-eyed parents noted that while a sign on 
the outer wall of the Bill Lane Field House (built in 1956; dedicated in 2007) commemorated 
the 50th anniversary with the dates 1952-2002, a large sign by the parking lot proclaimed 

“South River Little League - EST 1953 - Tom Icker Memorial 
Field.” 
 
So which date marked the beginning of the league? 1952 or 
1953? Did 2022 represent the 70th anniversary or the 69th? Alt-
hough the current Little League Board of Directors was confident 
that 1952 was the date, I decided to raise the question at the 
April board meeting of the South River Historical & Preservation 
Society to see if we could discover more about the discrepancy 
on the signage. 
 
Thanks to Stephanie Bartz’s research in newspaper archives we 
can report that the South River Little League did indeed have its 
beginnings in 1952. According to an article published May 8, 
1952, in The Daily Home News, Chester Zdrodowski, recreation 
director, noted the borough would have its own Little League that 
summer “for the first time.” Some might argue that an informal 
beginning to the league could even be pegged to 1951 when 15 
boys were chosen to represent the borough in the Middlesex 
County Freeholders Little League tournament. 
 
While Little League activity did indeed begin in earnest in South 
River in 1952, it wasn’t until 1953 that the League was officially 
incorporated. Perhaps the sign at the field reflects the date of in-
corporation. 
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The two signs at the Little 
League field. Photographs by 

Traci Mosser Alai. 

Connections 
 
On May 29, 1926, the borough held what the New Brunswick Sunday Times described the fol-
lowing day as “impressive ceremonies” for the unveiling of the World War I monument located 
in front of the South River War Memorial 
Free Public Library, now the South River 
Museum. Although the photograph in-
cluded here is identified as having been 
taken on May 30, 1926, Memorial Day, 
it nonetheless provides a window into 
that long ago event. It also provides our 
earliest known view of the doughboy. 
 
“The library building… was beautifully 
decorated with flags, pennants and ro-
settes, presenting a gorgeous, patriotic 
appearance.” The unveiling ceremony 
was preceded by a parade from the 
head of Main Street to Reid Street then 
back to the library. Music was provided 
by a military band from Fort Monmouth 
as well as seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents of the public schools. Members of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Amer-
ican Legion, the Polish Citizens Club, 
and other groups participated. Misses Margaret and Helen Clayton unveiled the monument. 

The museum building on Memorial Day, May 30, 1926. 
Donated by Woodis Booraem. 



 Discoveries — by Stephanie Bartz 
 
Serendipity, “the faculty of making happy and unexpected discoveries by accident.” * 
 
You never know what you’ll find when you’re not looking for it. There are thousands of photo-
graphs in the museum collection, many, perhaps even the majority, without identification. 
Some arrive with nothing more than the assertion that they were taken in South River. Others 
come with guesses as to when they might have been taken, a location, or an association with a 
particular family or group. Often the names of the people in the photograph are lacking. There 
are a host of variations. 
 
Unlike those photographs, the one below came with a wealth of information. Although one of 
the names printed on the image appears to be lacking a few letters, the four men and six wom-
en have all been identified. The presence of the easily recognizable William Campbell, listed as 
“principal,” tells us that the photograph was taken before October 1909, when Campbell died.  
 
The image was one of a small collection of photographs that were donated in 2004. Among 
them was an undated class portrait of a large group of young students with their teacher. 
Three additional images are identified as the teachers of South River High School, one dated 
1898 and the other two 1900. All of the school photographs were taken at the same familiar 
location, the steps of the school on Thomas Street, then the only public school in the borough.  
 
A recent newspaper archive search for some unrelated information, provided new information 
about this photograph. Mistakenly cataloged as another image of South River’s teachers, it has 
now been identified as a portrait of the graduates of the Class of 1908. 
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Continued on Page 5   

The 1908 graduates of South River High School with Professor William Campbell. 
Photograph donated by Brian Armstrong. 

*Definition from the Oxford English Dictionary. 



 Discoveries — continued from page 4 
 
Joe Smith, Maude Fisher, Emma Ellison, Ethel Letts, Walter Miller, Alta Price, Edna Barkelew, 
Harry DeHart, and Emma Parkinson, those are the names that were hand printed on the photo-
graph along with Campbell’s. Further research reveals that Ethel Letts was born Ethel Sheddon. 
She married Harold Letts in 1922.  
 
The Daily Home News of June 10, 1908, included a piece entitled “South River High School 
Class Heard Amusing Prophecies—Prof. Campbell Presents Diplomas.” It provides details about 
the commencement exercises held in Citizens’ Hall on the evening of June 9, the last before the 
building was destroyed in the Main Street fire of July 10, 1908. Excerpts are included below. 
 
“Miss Maud Fisher, class historian, gave a brief history of her colleagues. Her remarks were well 
chosen and clearly delivered and according to them the class, from its beginning has lost but 
one member, who only remained a week.” 
 
“The Class Prophet, Walter Miller, foretold the future of the six fair maidens and two young 
gentlemen of his class. His gift of prognostication was most fertile; the results of his efforts well 
received. 
 
“The Prophecies 
 
“For Miss Edna Barkelew, the valedictorian, he predicted the life of a school teacher and hoped 
that through all these trying circumstances she would retain her beauty: he presented her with 
a book entitled, “How to be Beautiful” which he hoped would be of some assistance. 
 
“For Miss Ethel Sheddon, a trip abroad, where she would meet a corpulent pianist who would 
capture her heart and hand, and her friends be electrified by the announcement of her wed-
ding. To her he gave a roll of music to keep up the good work. 
 
“The revelation next pictured to him the future of Miss Maud Fisher. She is to be a society 
belle, travelling much abroad; to be feted and dined by celebrities, but in the British Isles meet 
her heart’s choice and be married. Her token was a suit case to travel with. 
 
“Harry DeHart, who is a bright and energetic young man, would branch out in the laundry busi-
ness and would be so successful that the town would be called DeHartville. He would win for a 
a partner one of the fairest of the town bearing his name. He was presented with a roll of bank 
notes to commence his business. 
 
“Miss Emma Ellison, next loomed up in his line of thought. She would be a woman of strong 
mind and great literary attainments. Her chief products being on “Woman’s Rights” and the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Wives. Her gift was a box of utensils to teach her husband how to 
cook. 
 
“The life of a missionary was predicted for Miss Emma Parkinson. She would be most efficient 
in church work and in the late years of life would tell the story of her work to her great grand-
children. She was presented with a Bible. 
 
“Miss Alta Price would inherit a large fortune and would have many admirers, but would be un-
successful in Cupid’s garden, She was given an automobile to speed the hours along in case 
they dragged slowly. 
 
“Joseph Smith would follow the life of an architect and would spend all his young years in his 
profession. He would survive a serious attack of illness and would finally marry the nurse. He 
was presented with a bottle of nervine in case he lost nerve in his late proposal. 
 
“The problem of return prophet was given to Miss Ethel Sheddon. She solved the future of Wal-
ter Miller as president of the United States Brick Company of New York, worth millions, was to 
be king of Wall street. He spurned the automobile and would travel behind a team of white 
horses. “Heresy,” declared the young lady, “say that white horses are always followed by a 
redheaded girl.” But, fearing that she would not come she presented him with a red-headed 
doll, not to lose heart.” 
 
Photographs are the most numerous of our museum mysteries. Completing the identification 
for just one brings a sense of satisfaction. Job well done. One more piece of history recovered. 
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    In Memory of: 
 

      Joseph Zimmerman 
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     Stephanie & Ed Bartz        

    General Fund: 
 

      Rosemary Erickson  

 

1950 Census Released 
 
For those of you with an interest in genealo-
gy, the census can provide a wealth of infor-
mation. On April 1, 2022, records from the 
1950 census were released to the public. Im-
ages of the original handwritten census 
forms are freely available from the National 
Archives: https://1950census.archives.gov/. 
 
Although the names are not yet fully in-
dexed, the site does include a search func-
tion. You can also view the records based on 
Enumeration District, the geographic break-
down used for the census. 
 
South River’s Enumeration Districts for the 
1950 Census were ED 12-278 to 12-293. The 
map delineating the districts is online: 
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/23853331. 
 
The forms themselves include such infor-
mation as address, names of all residents, 
relationship to the head of the household, 
race, sex, age, and marital status. Also in-
cluded is information on birthplace, naturali-
zation status, and employment. A sampling 
of the respondents provided information on 
previous residence, birthplace of parents, ed-
ucation, income, and military status. 
 
Start searching! 
 

Time to Join or Renew!  
 
If you haven’t yet joined, please consider 
sending in your dues to become a member of 
the South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety. We have a variety of dues categories. 
You can choose the one that best fits your 
situation. 
 
Gift memberships are also available. They’re 
the perfect option if you have family mem-
bers or friends who have a connection to 
South River.   
 
If you’re already a member, please check the 
mailing label on this newsletter or contact us 
by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com to 
find out when your membership expires. We 
rely on your continued support to fulfill our 
mission of preserving and promoting South 
River’s rich history.  
 
You can renew or register a new membership 
using the form included in this newsletter. 
Membership forms can also be downloaded 
from the website. 
 
We appreciate your support. All dues and do-
nations are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you!  

New Acquisitions 
 
 Scrapbook compiled by Daniel L. Golden dur-

ing his time as South River High School De-
bate Team coach, covering the period from 
1935-1942; 36 photographs of classrooms, a 
class trip, etc.; booklet from SRHS class of 
1938 20th reunion; photographic portrait of 
Daniel L. Golden, 1953; garrison cap from 
South River American Legion Post 214.     
Donated by Roger M. Golden. 

 Promotional thermometer from B&C Market, 
39 Charles Street and wooden plaque from 
South River’s 275th anniversary. Donated by 
Edward Mack, Jr. 

 South River Spokesman, June 25, 1926; Dai-
ly Home News, March 12, 1927; assorted 
pages from NY newspapers, 1927. Donated 
by Joseph Russo. 

 Grandparents series, Csatari plates, 1980-
1987 (several inscribed by the artist).       
Donated by James Russell. 

 Wooden hanger embossed “Breuer’s—South 
River, Home of Hart Schaffner and Marx”; 
Curricula for High School, South River Public 
Schools, Approved 1947 (photocopy); can 
opener, Alexander Pharmacy; plastic whistle 
imprinted “Blow The Whistle on Crime, South 
River Police”; South River High School com-
mencement invitation, Class of 1952 (2); 
South River Rescue Squad 75th anniversary, 
1936-2011 stress relief foam ambulance.  
Donated by Stephanie Schnatz. 
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 Little League — continued from page 3 
 
Here are some early Little League history highlights gathered from articles in The Daily Home 
News and its Sunday edition, The Sunday Times: 
 
 May 9, 1952: 100 children ages 8 to 12 attended the first workout at Fitzpatrick Field. 
 May 21, 1952: First game. Appear to be 4 teams, Team A vs. Team B in the Major League 

and Team A vs. Team B in the Minor League. 
 April 10, 1953: Little League board members are president, Joseph M. Bodnar; vice presi-

dent, Matthew G. Zaleski; secretary-treasurer, Douglas Reichenback. 
 May 6, 1953: Plan set for four teams of 60 kids to march in the Memorial Day parade and 

two 3-inning exhibition games to be played at Campbell School field following the parade. 
Team sponsors were the VFW, the American Legion, the Junior Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Lions Club. 

 May 29, 1953: Former Yankees second baseman George “Snuffy” Stirnweiss to give point-
ers to South River players on Opening Day, June 13. Also notes that “a committee of direc-
tors was named last night to negotiate purchase of a borough-owned site near Colfax Ave-
nue and John Street for a Little League playing field.” (The field ultimately ends up being 
built on a different site.) 

 June 27, 1953: “The South River Little League will enter its four teams in the county free-
holders’ tournament . . . Matthew G. Zaleski promised the first three boys who hit home 
runs an airplane ride over South River from 
Westfield airport. Two boys have already ho-
mered.”  

 July 13, 1953: “The league has written the 
Borough Council a request to purchase a 200 
by 500 foot tract for a baseball field off Burton 
Avenue.”  

 September 28, 1953: “Mayor Fitzpatrick pre-
sented a deed to the league for the land on 
Burton Avenue where a baseball diamond will 
be constructed. Work on the field will begin 
today. The league bought the land for a token 
price of $1.”  

 June 9, 1954: “National Little League head-
quarters in Williamsport, Pa., has turned down 
a request by the local league for permission to 
add one team.”  

 October 17, 1954: A “carefully sodded in-
field” cost $390; basepaths of loam imported 
from Eatontown; an outfield fence will contrib-
ute about $2,000 in advertising rentals. The 
article goes on to cite donations of equipment 
usage and labor from area businesses. Plans 
called for concrete seats to be built into the 
sloping hill while wooden stands would be con-
structed on the other side of home plate. Total seating would accommodate 1,500 fans. 
Eight teams were expected to play in the 1955 season. 

 May 24, 1955: “Each of the four major division teams has been assigned a ‘farm’ club in 
the minor division from which players can be transferred to the major division team.”  

 August 1, 1955: “The Little League baseball field was dedicated yesterday afternoon in 
memory of the men who lost their lives during the Korean War and World War II. The field 
has been named Memorial Stadium.”  

 July 18, 1956: “Ground was broken for a new field house . . . The building, which is to be 
completed in about a month is expected to cost about $3,000 . . . [it] will include locker 
rooms for players, washrooms, a refreshment stand, and offices.”  

 
The South River Little League has a rich history. This article captures just a small piece of its 
earliest years. Perhaps in future newsletters, we will feature highlights from the 1960s, 70s, 
and 80s. If you have any favorite memories or stories to share about the League, we welcome 
your input on our Facebook page or via email to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 
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The 1953 VFW Little League team.  
Bottom row: Tony Burak, Mike Murphy, Paul Zdrodowski, 

Tommy Molle, Walt Danley, Jim Roskowski.  
Second row: Dave Stout, Bob Peterson, Joe Genard, Bob 

Baruzzi, Fred Chorpita.  
Top row: Managers Red Losiewicz and Adam Zdrodowski. 

Photograph from a scrapbook kept by Joe Genard 
and donated by Edith Costello. 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       
Website: http://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTJCF 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]     

Memorials to Fallen Heroes 
 
The society’s April program featured images and information 
about the more than 300 New Jersey monuments honoring 
those who fought and died in World War I. It was presented to 
an appreciative audience by historian Erik Burro. 
 
While most of the memorials feature a doughboy, 61 do not. 
Examples include a carved sandstone bench in Princeton and 
Morristown’s cenotaph, an “empty tomb” memorializing those 
who died during the war and are buried in Europe or else-
where. Glen Rock installed a memorial plaque on a natural fea-
ture, the boulder that gave the town its name. 
 
Two of the most unusual memorials are located in Upper 
Montclair and Hoboken. Upper Montclair has a church bell tow-
er that features a bell for each person who died in the war. Ho-
boken has a sculpture named “Embarkation and Debarkation” 
in acknowledgement of the more than two million soldiers who 
shipped out and returned to the United States from that port. 
 
South River’s doughboy monument was ordered in March 1926 
from the L.L. Manning & Sons Co. of Plainfield at a cost of 
$1,089. The bronze tablet bearing the name of the soldiers 
who died cost an additional $395. The “"Memorial Monument to 
the Soldiers of the World War," as it was called in the event 
program, was unveiled on May 29, 1926. 
 
Burro observed that the face of South River’s doughboy may be unique. Although Manning & 
Sons produced many monuments, he hasn’t seen another like it. The monument is comple-
mented by a plaque inside the museum that lists the names of soldiers who served in the war.   

A view of the museum building and 
the doughboy monument, circa 1930. 

Postcard donated by  
Gladys Booraem Benn. 


