
  

 
 

  
 

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead 
 
In the 1800s and into the 1900s the modern-day town of South River 
was being planned and executed by the community. Stories, newspaper 
articles, and memories have made me realize that South River was a 
family being developed into a high functioning town by its own citizens. 
 
There has been much discussion about the First National Bank of South 
River building (now PNC) on Main Street. Some may know it as the 
building with the large clock. This bank was given permission by the 
United States Department of the Treasury to organize with a capital of 
$50,000. A group of citizens did so on January 28, 1902. The incorpora-
tors were George Allgair, Joseph Allgair, N.W.Clayton, John Fee Jr., An-
drew S. Church, Edward Whitehead, and David Serviss. Serviss was 
elected President. He served from 1902 to 1928.  
 
On May 1,1902, the bank opened 
as the borough’s first financial in-
stitution. By 1911, it had $1 mil-
lion in deposits, capital stock of 
$50,000, a surplus of $45,000, 
and undivided profits of 
$1,722.37.   
 
The first building the bank called 
home was the Whitehead building 
(now River Thai) on Main Street. 
By 1903, it had relocated to the 
corner of Main and Reid Streets, 
and by 1914, to the beautiful 
building at 55 Main Street. 
 
Edward Whitehead, my grandfa-
ther, was one of the founders of the bank and was named one of the 
original directors in January 1902. He was elected Vice President at the 
annual meeting in 1906 and served until he retired in 1923 due to ill 
health. I can remember standing in front of the bank with my Dad while 
he pointed out the window of what was once my grandfather’s office.  
 
When my grandfather passed in 1941, the bank gave the family a writ-
ten testimonial which I still have. To quote a section, “Edward White-
head’s interest in the affairs and policies of this bank during the years 
following the institution’s establishment did much toward building its 
success. He was a watchful, careful, and conservative director and of-
ficer, and those of us who remain to carry on the work of the bank grate-
fully acknowledge what he accomplished. We will miss his loyalty and 
friendly interest and will remember him always as a worthwhile friend 
and citizen.” He was one of many citizens who were devoted to elevating 
our town of South River. 

 
 

Next Meeting: 
April 27 

 
New Jersey 

Monuments to 
Our Doughboys 

 
We return to our 
regular program 
schedule in April 

with a presentation 
highlighting  
Doughboy 

monuments 
throughout the 

state. South River’s 
Doughboy, honoring 
residents who died 

while serving in 
World War I, will be 

among those 
featured in a talk by 
historian Erik Burro. 

 

Please join us at 
7:00 p.m. at the  

South River 
Museum, 

64-66 Main Street, 
South River. 

Number 113, April 2022 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to 
the general public 
from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on the 

first Sunday of each 
month  

(second Sunday if 
the first is a holiday) 

 

April 3 
May 1 
June 5 
July 10 

August 7 

Image from a 
postcard donated 
by the Bill Denny 
Chapter of the 

National Football 
Foundation. 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters 
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive 
captions. Pub. June 2015. 
 
Postcards – Set of 3, 
$1.00 — Old School Baptist 
Church, 1894; Main St., 
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School 

Baptist graveyard. 
 
Tote Bag Celebrating 
South River’s 300 Year 
History, 1720-2020  – 
$4.00 — Black with white 
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 
Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward 
Lange Painting of 
Klauser’s South River 

Hotel and the Riverfront – $15.00  
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 
Medallion Ornament Memorializing 
the Old School Baptist Church (now 
South River Museum) – $10.00 
 
Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes – Set of 5, 
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an 
1894 photograph of the church.  
 
Lapel Pin – $5.00 — Collectible pin 
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch]. 
 
Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage. 
Please contact us by email or visit 
our website for additional items 
and information. 



 South River’s Forgotten Church — by Robert C. Rafano 
 
There are many places of worship in South River, but with all those places of worship, there ap-
pears to be one that has been forgotten. The impetus for this article was a recent cleaning pro-
ject that led to the rediscovery of a church bell stored in the corner of my garage. The bell 
brought back memories of its acquisition. Before I get to that though, let me give you some 
background that I was able to put together from the deed acquired for me by Vintage Title Ser-
vices and some research help from Stephanie Bartz. 
 
According to Profiles in Belief, a book by Arthur Carl 
Piepkorn, the establishment of the church was set in 
motion when “Joseph Rene Vilatte consecrated Paolo 
Miraglia Gulotti as Bishop of Piacenza and primate of 
the Italian National Episcopal Church in 1900. Gulotti 
in turn reportedly consecrated Joseph Zielonka,” who 
founded the Polish Old Catholic Church of America in 
1913. On August 2, 1937, Debbie and Joan Selover 
conveyed to the Resurrection of Poland, Polish Old 
Catholic Church, a 40’ x 100' piece of property located 
on Charles Street in South River, two doors off Raritan 
Avenue where there is now a private residence. This is 
the background for the establishment of the South Riv-
er church in 1937. 
 
It seems that this church, along with other Slavic or 
Orthodox churches, came into existence by reason of 
national pride as well as dissatisfaction with the Roman 
Catholic church and its administration. My research in-
dicates that there was a great deal of lack of direction 
or structure in these churches. Controversy existed re-
garding which bishop ordained various priests or what 
bishop was the proper successor to a deceased bishop.  
 
Putting all that aside, at 3 o’clock on November 14, 
1937, dedication services were conducted at the Res-
urrection of Poland Catholic Church by Archbishop 
W.H. Francis. An item in the Daily Home News an-
nounced the event along with a notification that a 
dance and entertainment would be held at the Polish 
National Home on Raritan Avenue following the ser-
vices.  
 
Almost a year later, an item in the October 21, 1938, 
issue of the Daily Home News announced that the 
Cemetery of the Resurrection of Poland Polish Catholic 
Church would be consecrated. The cemetery is situated 
in East Brunswick at the end of Theodore Court, which 
begins on Dunham’s Corner Road not far from St. Mary 
of Ostrabrama Cemetery. Archbishop W.H. Francis of 
the Old Catholic Church of New York City handled the 
consecration with the assistance of the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Joseph Zielonka of South River, the Most Rev. William 
Ernest of the African Orthodox Church, a representa-
tive of the Greek Orthodox Church of New York, and 
other Polish clergy from the district. 
 
The church seems to have prospered, and on June 30, 
1939, an article in the Daily Home News indicated that 
a recreation center to be known as the “Polish Park” 
would be sponsored by the church. The park, located 
at the rear of the church cemetery, was to be dedicated with an outing on Sunday, July 2. The 
grand opening featured “dancing on a newly-erected platform to the music of Anna Kiszkurna 
and her orchestra.” 
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A section of the 1949 Sanborn insurance map 
showing the location of the Polish Old Catholic 

Church on Charles Street. 



 
 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

    In Memory of: 
 

      Dot Canino 
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite  
      The McIlvaine Family  
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite  
      Paul Matyas  
 by Betty Matyas  
      Ruth Nole  
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite  
 

    Scholarship Fund: 
 

      Carol & Andy Payor  
 

    General Fund: 
 

      Mary Ann Boyler  

 

We Get Letters 
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Time to Join or Renew!  
 
If you haven’t yet joined, please consider 
sending in your dues to become a member of 
the South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety. We have a variety of dues categories. 
You can choose the one that best fits your 
situation. 
 
Gift memberships are also available. They’re 
the perfect option if you have family mem-
bers or friends who have a connection to 
South River.   
 
If you’re already a member, please check the 
mailing label on this newsletter or contact us 
by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com to 
find out when your membership expires. We 
rely on your continued support to fulfill our 
mission of preserving and promoting South 
River’s rich history.  
 
You can renew or register a new membership 
using the form included in this newsletter. 
Membership forms can also be downloaded 
from the website. 
 
We appreciate your support. All dues and do-
nations are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you!  

New Acquisitions 
 
 Bell recovered from Resurrection of Poland, 

Polish Old Catholic Church when it was being 
razed in 1972. Donated by Robert C. Rafano. 

 Boys gym uniform from South River Middle 
School. Donated by Pat Tursi-Medina. 

 Seven 1930s-early 1940s era photographs 
taken by the Art Photo Studio at 38 Ferry 
Street and two 1940s era wedding photo-
graphs taken by the Art Photo Studio at 15 
Ferry Street. Donated by Melissa Holzmann. 



 Forgotten — continued from page 3 
 
The 9th anniversary of the establishment of the parish in South River was celebrated with a 
high mass. The church followed many Roman Catholic church rituals and rites. Archbishop 
Francis once again officiated with clerical assistance from priests from Morristown, Dunellen 
and Vienna, New Jersey, as well as Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Hempstead, Long Island. 
The Daily Home News of September 22, 1944, announced the event along with the reception, 
dinner, and dance that followed.  
 
“Poles to Observe Church Founding” was the headline on September 27, 1945, when the Daily 
Home News reported the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the church. It was to be ob-
served at St. Mary's Polish Catholic Church with a high mass. The celebrant would be Bishop 
Joseph Zielonka, assisted by priests from Dunellen and Philadelphia. The Polish Ladies' Society 
served a chicken dinner in Liberty Hall on Whitehead Avenue later that day.  
 
On June 17, 1946, the church officially changed its name from Resurrection of Poland, Polish 
Catholic Church, to "Polish Old Catholic Church." A notice was filed with the Middlesex County 
Clerk by the secretary of the church’s board of directors. Joseph Zielonka was president of the 
board at the time. 
 
Bishop Zielonka died in 1960, and an issue developed regarding his successor. Father Felix 
Starazewski, pastor of the parish in South River, was regarded by many to be the legitimate 
heir. He would not accept the jurisdiction of Archbishop Peter A. Zurawetzky who also claimed 
the position. A review of the resources that I have read, A History of the Old Catholic Church 
and entries from the Encyclopedia of American Religions, leads me to the conclusion that there 
was confusion, division, and a lack of clear continuity in the succession of the church leaders.  
 
The situation changed over time and on May 11, 1972, an article in the Home News indicated 
that Mayor Walter Kulik called for the “immediate razing of the long-closed old Polish National 
Church building on Charles Street.” The article goes on to explain that residents in the area 
were concerned about the poor condition of the building and the vandalism that was occurring 
there. The building was ultimately demolished late in 1972. 
  
The troubles of the Polish Old Catholic Church didn’t end with the building. The June 7, 1972, 
edition of the Home News included a "Notice Limiting Creditors, Civil Action, Superior Court of 
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Middlesex County, Docket No. C-2742-71.” A receiver was ap-
pointed for the church to deal with all the claims made against it.  
 
The one-acre cemetery plot on the northeast corner of the approximate ten-acre plot sold to 
the Resurrection of Poland Polish Catholic Church in 1938 remains. Apparently, the cemetery is 
now owned by the Church of Religious Science. The 
New Jersey Graveyard and Gravestone Inscription 
Locators: Middlesex County volume, published in 
2018, indicates that few burials have taken place in 
this cemetery in the last 25 years. 
 
Back to the story of the bell. During the period when 
the church building was being demolished, this writer 
was driving home by way of Raritan Avenue and 
passed Charles Street. I could see the demolition 
proceeding. I stopped, saw the bell at the curb, and 
asked the demolition workers what was going to hap-
pen to it. They said it was going to be sold or given 
to a foundry to be melted down. I inquired as to its 
acquisition and was advised it was for sale. I pur-
chased it for an amount of money of which I have no 
recollection. My thinking was to put it on a stand in 
the yard and use it to call the children to dinner, nei-
ther of which ever occurred. The bell sat in my gar-
age for almost 50 years. It has now been donated to 
the South River Historical & Preservation Society for 
safekeeping.  
 
And so goes the story of the forgotten church. 
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The bell from the Polish Old Catholic Church in 
its new home at the South River Museum.  

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 



 News of the Past  
 
The Daily Times, (New Brunswick), Tuesday Evening, April 25, 1893, page 1. 
 
South River: The Spring News and Attractions of the Riverside Borough. 
 

There is some good work being done in the street in front of the residence of Charles White-
head. The commissioners seem to be giving the work their personal supervision. There is a 
general opinion that the roadway should be twice as wide as it is. 
 

He who found himself in South River Sunday last must have been impressed with the fact that 
it is a very desirable place wherein to live. What, with spring flowers, bright sunshine, hand-
some dresses, pretty hats and pretty faces under them, it would not be easy to find a more at-
tractive place than our town. 
 

The road in front of Mr. Charles Whitehead’s is being repaired. There is no one more anxious 
for the welfare of the town than Mr. Whitehead, and everything that tends to improve the con-
dition of our people is sure to receive the support and approval of that gentleman. 
 

The pupils of our public school are engaged in preparing for Arbor Day. Miss Brown is attending 
to the musical part of the programme and its success is therefore assured. They expect to have 
Mr. and Mrs. Willis with them on that day. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Colwell have returned from Port Morris, where they were visiting Rev. Mr. 
Moyer and wife, late of this town. They say that Mr. and Mrs. Moyer are well pleased with their 
new home. 
 

Mr. C.H. Manahan’s new hotel will be open next month. If geniality and a close attention to the 
comfort of his patrons constitute success in a land-
lord, then Mr. Manahan is bound to succeed. 
 

The store on Levinson avenue use as a branch store 
by Kellar & Schweizer, is to be closed this week and 
the building will be used by Hermann Brothers as a 
silk shirt factory. 
 

Freeholder John Fee, Jr., has purchased some land 
adjoining Manahan’s stables on Main Street, and in-
tends to build a store and dwelling house. The foun-
dation is being dug. 
 

Mr. George B. Miller is recovering from his illness. He 
cannot be out and attending to his business too 
soon, as he is one of the best liked men in town. 
 

Invitations are out for an assembly in Citizen’s Hall 
on the evening of May 3, under the auspices of our leading young men. 
 

Last week the foundation of Freeholder John Fee’s new store was laid and yesterday the build-
ing was raised. 
 

The several industries of the town are now in full blast, and he is a very lazy man who cannot 
find work. 
 

The funeral of little Sophie Smith on Sunday was largely attended and there were many flow-
ers. 
 

Mrs. William Skillman, of George street, New Brunswick, visited relatives here last week. 
 

Arrangements have been made for a trot at the Middlesex Driving Park on Decoration Day. 
 

Miss Maggie Hazlett, of New Brunswick, is visiting her sister, Mrs. C. Whitehead Jr. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. H.H Broson, of Browntown, spent Sunday in South River. 
 

Yesterday Mrs. Elmer Brown visited her sister, Mrs. E. Letts, in Sayreville. 
 

The railway and shipyard of N. Booraem have been repaired since the storm. 
 

Mrs. John Morgan returned from New York last Thursday. 
 

Mrs. F.W. Bissett went to New Brunswick yesterday. 
 

Miss Minnie Levinson is in New York today. 
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C.H. Manahan’s hotel on Old Bridge Turnpike in 
March 1897. Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid. 



 The Frazee Connection — by Stephanie Bartz 
 
The marble urn that stands prominent in the Old School Baptist graveyard behind the South 
River Museum has been written about many times. Well-known sculptor John Frazee created it 
as a memorial to his first wife, Jane Probasco Frazee, who died of cholera in South River on Au-
gust 16, 1832. But have you ever wondered what the Frazee family was doing in South River? 
 
The November 2020, issue of South River Historical & Preservation News included a piece enti-
tled “The Dangers of ‘Blackberry Pye’.” (https://bit.ly/3q1PZFw) The focus was a letter written 
by John Frazee to his brother in September 1832, just weeks after Jane’s death. An overlooked 
phrase came to mind recently during the course of some unrelated research. 
 
Frazee wrote, “Jane died of the cholera in its most malignant form, at the Village of South Riv-
er, 5 miles from N. Brunswick where we had gone among her relatives, to tarry awhile with all 
our family.” Sadly, the relatives they were visiting are never identified.  
 
The Frazees were married on July 19, 1813 
when they were both twenty-three years old. 
Jane was the daughter of Garret and Margaret 
Probasco. According to an 1835 autobiograph-
ical piece published in the North American 
Quarterly Magazine, the two had ten children, 
only five of whom outlived their mother. 
 
Buried next to Jane Frazee in the Old School 
Baptist graveyard is Eliza Probasco, another 
daughter of Garret and Margaret Probasco. 
She died in 1829. According to Frazee’s 1832 
letter, a second sister who also predeceased 
Jane is buried nearby. 
 
While exploring FamilySearch for a project, a 
manuscript entitled, “Marriages performed by 
Rev. David Jenkins at Washington (now South 
River) & Cape May in New Jersey, 1805-1826 
and Great Valley, Pennsylvania, 1745-1799” 
turned up in the search results. I’d seen the 
title before, but it wasn’t one on which I’d 
spent any time. 
 
This time was different though. South River 
history is always of interest, and while many 
of the names were unfamiliar, one on the first 
page caught my attention. The entry reads: 
“Barkelew, Vincent to Margaret Probasco, 31 
Jan. 1807.” Could this be the connection that 
brought the Frazee family to South River? 
 
Barkelew is a well-known name in the borough and has been since the early years of the com-
munity. Abraham Barkelew is credited with renaming Willettstown to Washington (which later 
became South River) around 1784. The oldest known cemetery in the borough was the 
Barkelew burial ground along what became Whitehead Avenue. A Vincent Barkelew, perhaps 
the same one mentioned in the marriage record, ran the only store in South River around 
1823. He also held the position of postmaster from 1834 to 1841. 
 
There is also a Vincent Barkelew buried in the graveyard behind the museum. He died in 1854 
at age 73. When the Genealogical Society of New Jersey surveyed the graveyard in 1941, there 
was also a stone memorializing William Barkelew, son of Vincent and Margaret, who died on 
January 28, 1827. His age was 19 years and 5 months when he died. He would have been born 
in the same year that Vincent Barkelew married Margaret Probasco.  
 
History research is always a challenge. It’s about collecting clues and piecing them together. 
One small bit of new information can be the key to solving a mystery. Although we’ll probably 
never know for certain, the Barkelew-Probasco-Frazee connection may answer the question of 
what brought John Frazee to South River. 
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A 2004 view of the Frazee urn alongside the grave of Eliza 
Probasco. Photograph by Richard K. Meyers. 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       
Website: http://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTJCF 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]     

South River in Postcards 

Some of South River’s rich history has been document-
ed in postcards. More than 200 have been identified to 
date. The early cards were photographs, many likely 
taken by amateur photographers, printed on paper with 
a preprinted postcard back. Later cards were commer-
cially printed either for advertising or to be sold.  

 

Upcoming Events 
 
 Middlesex County History Day will 

take place at East Jersey Old Town 
Village in Piscataway on Saturday, 
May 14. It’s a family fun event 
with demonstrations, exhibits, and 
activities. Admission is free. Learn 
more about Middlesex County Arts, 
History, and Culture on the county 
website: https://bit.ly/3tAbMEZ 

 The South River Historical & 
Preservation Society will be hosting 
the spring 2022 meeting of the 
League of Historical Societies of 
New Jersey on Saturday, May 28, 
at St. Mary of Ostrabrama. Visit 
the League website for more infor-
mation: https://www.lhsnj.org/ 

 South River Day, sponsored by the 
South River Cultural Arts & Herit-
age Commission, is being planned 
for Saturday, June 18. The event 
will take place at the South River 
Portuguese Club located at 100 
John Street. Music, food, and 
amusements will be offered. Ad-
mission is free. For more infor-
mation visit the borough website: 
https://www.southrivernj.org/ 

Clockwise from top left: a 1908 view of the Borough Hall on Main 
Street, postmarked 1910; a brick barge on the South River, circa 
1910; the Red Star Trading Company on Main Street, circa 1908; 

and Jim Fee behind the bar at his tavern, circa 1944.   



2022 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 
 

         $________      in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 
Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

     

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


