
  

 
 

  
 

From the Editor’s Desk — by Stephanie Bartz 
 
For the second time in my tenure as editor of the newsletter, the space 
usually reserved for a message from our president is being replaced by 
a message from me. I’m usually a bit more behind the scenes of the 
newsletter, but once in a while, I appreciate the opportunity to share my 
thoughts. 
 
Although I’m not originally from South River, I have lived here for more 
than half my life and have been immersed in South River history for 
more than twenty years. I learn a bit more about it every day, and of-
ten, it’s thanks to the questions sent in by members, or others with a 
connection to or interest in South River.  
 
In addition to putting together the society’s newsletter five times a year, 
I also monitor our email account and Facebook page. If you’ve sent in a 
question in the past ten years, there’s a more than fair chance that you 
heard back from me. 
 
In the past year, I’ve had occa-
sion to research houses, build-
ings, streets, people, and individ-
ual artifacts. I’ve researched the 
Capitol Theatre, the Swan and 
Columbia Hotels, the Polish Old 
Catholic Church, the Liberty Ball-
room, and the Middlesex County 
Girls Vocational School among 
other things. Although 
now gone, all were at 
one time located within 
South River’s borders.  
 
I’ll never have the mem-
ories that those of you 
who grew up in South 
River and went through the South River school system have, but that’s 
okay. There are plenty of you out there who are willing to share.  
 
Questions, however they arrive, sometimes turn into newsletter items. 
The genealogy tip on page four is one example. They work their way in-
to other research, like the timeline you’ll find a piece of on page three. 
There are times when a question from one person helps answer a ques-
tion from someone else, or we’re able to connect people doing similar 
research. 
 
Keep the questions coming. Maybe one of them will lead to a newsletter 
article and we can all be a little better informed about the history of 
South River. 

 
 

Program Update 
 

Regular event 
programming has 
once again been 
postponed due to 
the pandemic. We 
hope to return to 
our schedule in 

April.  

Number 112, February 2022 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to 
the general public 
from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on the 

first Sunday of each 
month  

(second Sunday if 
the first is a holiday) 

 

February 6 
March 6 
April 3 
May 1 
June 5 

 

Time Capsule 
 

Planning for a new 
time capsule is 

ongoing. Items for 
inclusion in the 

capsule are being 
identified and  
collected while 

options for safely 
burying or otherwise 
storing the capsule 

are being 
investigated. Please 

fill out our online 
survey to suggest 
items for inclusion 

in the capsule: 
bit.ly/3tywVRO. Above: A postcard of the 

Capitol Theatre, circa 1930. 
Donated by Tessie Rafano.  
At left: A ticket from the 

Capitol Theatre. Donated by 
Doris Goodwin. 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters 
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive 
captions. Pub. June 2015. 
 
Postcards – Set of 3, 
$1.00 — Old School Baptist 
Church, 1894; Main St., 
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School 

Baptist graveyard. 
 
Tote Bag Celebrating 
South River’s 300 Year 
History, 1720-2020  – 
$4.00 — Black with white 
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 
Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward 
Lange Painting of 
Klauser’s South River 

Hotel and the Riverfront – $15.00  
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 
Medallion Ornament Memorializing 
the Old School Baptist Church (now 
South River Museum) – $10.00 
 
Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes – Set of 5, 
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an 
1894 photograph of the church.  
 
Lapel Pin – $5.00 — Collectible pin 
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch]. 
 
Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage. 
Please contact us by email or visit 
our website for additional items 
and information. 



 Timeline of South River History — The 1970s 
 
This is the fifth installment in our series detailing events in the history of South River. Please get in touch 
if we’ve missed events that you think should be included.  
 
1970 
 The total population of South River, according to the decennial census, was 15,428. 
 On May 7, a fire destroyed the Clayton Lumber Company located on Willett Avenue. 16 of 

the 17 company buildings were destroyed and nearby homes were threatened. Like the fire 
at the “Old Silk Mill” that took place less than a year earlier, many considered it one of the 
worst fires in borough history. 

 Nine-year-old Taryn Thomas of South River was crowned Little Miss America at Palisades 
Park in August. 

 The Imperial Music Center on Appleby Avenue was completed. The first band rehearsal in 
the new building took place in October. 

 South River celebrated its 250th anniversary from November 6 to 11. The celebration includ-
ed the crowning of “Queen” Taryn Thomas, a parade, and other events. The culmination 
was the burial of a time capsule in front of the borough hall (now the Criminal Justice Build-
ing). Paul Schack’s “History of South River” was published to commemorate the occasion.   

1973 
 The autonomous Board of Public Works, established by a 1912 ordinance, was abolished 

during a March meeting of the borough council. Utilities were placed under the purview of 
the governing body and the mayor appointed a five-member advisory committee in May. 

1974 
 Early in the year, the public library, previously run by a private board of trustees, was 

transferred to borough control. A referendum approving the measure passed in November, 
1973. Mayor Walter C. Kulik appointed a new six-member library board in February. 

 The new South River Bridge, connecting South River and Sayreville, opened on July 24, re-
placing the Causeway bridge. On November 
7, the new bridge was officially renamed 
the Veterans Memorial Bridge.  

1976 
 The Willett Elementary School building, lo-

cated on Charles Street, was identified by 
the New Jersey State Historic Preservation 
Office as eligible for inclusion in the Regis-
ter of Historic Places. 

 On November 11, Volunteer Memorial Park 
on Johnson Place was dedicated in honor of 
all the borough’s volunteers. 

1977 
 Following the graduation of the final South 

River High School class that included stu-
dents from Spotswood, the last of the 
neighboring communities to send students 
to South River, the South River Junior High 
School on Thomas Street was transitioned 
into the South River Middle School. Seventh and eighth grade classes were held at the Mid-
dle School and ninth grade classes were moved to the South River High School on Mont-
gomery Street for the fall semester. 

1979 
 South River resident Carrie Gabriel was crowned Mrs. New Jersey on February 11. She went 

on to become Mrs. America at the pageant held in Las Vegas in March.  
 The South River Public Library moved from the War Memorial building on Main Street to a 

new building on Appleby Avenue. The new library opened in May and the dedication took 
place on October 14.  

 An addition to Willett School was completed in time for the start of the school year on Sep-
tember 5. It included a new stairwell, an elevator, a nursing station, a resource room, and a 
teacher’s conference room. 

 The Office of the Borough Clerk relocated from the Borough Hall at 61 Main Street to the 
War Memorial building, former home of the South River Public Library, in September. 
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A partially dismantled Causeway bridge with the new 
South River bridge in the background.  

Photograph by Greg Bito. 



 
 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

    In Memory of: 
 

      The Balka Family 
 by Betty Agin 
      Kathryn & Jim Fee  
 by Fran Fee 
      Al Losiewicz 
 by John & Janice Hutchison  
      Ed Roginski 
 by Dolores & Ken Roginski  
      Joanne Senko  
 by Michele Senko 
       Brian Sicknick  
 by Charles & Gladys Sicknick  
      Elaine Sicknick  
 by Charles & Gladys Sicknick  
 

    OSBC Cemetery Conservation Program: 
 

      Eileen White 
 

    Doughboy Fund: 
 

      Anna Wolan Cygan 
 

    General Fund: 
 

      Don and Peg Calnan 
      Jeanmarie & Larry Ruch  
      Judith G. Smith 
          with a matching gift from The Johnson & 
          Johnson Family of Companies Matching 
          Gifts Program 
      John & Alexis Stashkevetch 
      Jack Ballo (Ultravision Films) 

 

Genealogy Tips 
 
With so many searching for information on 
their ancestors, questions often lead to more 
questions, but sometimes they lead to an-
swers that are worth sharing. 
 

During the time capsule event last Septem-
ber, an out of town resident asked one of our 
board members whether the museum houses 
copies of marriage licenses from the early 
1900s. He had previously checked with the 
New Jersey State Archives without success. 
The South River Museum does not, unfortu-
nately, have a collection of vital records.  
 
The exchange prompted a follow-up with for-
mer Borough Clerk, Al Seaman. He advised 
that prior to a state mandate, South River 
residents went to East Brunswick for such 
official documents, while those from Sayre-
ville went to South Amboy. The dates are un-
known, but it’s one more avenue to explore if 
you’re having trouble locating records. 
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Time to Join or Renew!  
 
If you haven’t yet joined, please consider 
sending in your dues to become a member of 
the South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety. We have a variety of dues categories. 
You can choose the one that best fits your 
situation. 
 
Gift memberships are also available. They’re 
the perfect option if you have family mem-
bers or friends who have a connection to 
South River.   
 
If you’re already a member, please check the 
mailing label on this newsletter or contact us 
by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com to 
find out when your membership expires. We 
rely on your continued support to fulfill our 
mission of preserving and promoting South 
River’s rich history.  
 
A special thank you to everyone who has 
stayed with us or joined us while we navi-
gated the pandemic and tried to come up 
with new ways to share South River history 
while keeping you and our volunteers safe. 
We couldn’t have done it without your gener-
osity and engagement.  
 
You can renew or register a new membership 
using the form included in this newsletter. 
Membership forms can also be downloaded 
from the website. 
 
We appreciate your support. All dues and do-
nations are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you!  

 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation Socie-
ty extends its sincere sympathies to the fami-
lies and friends of former society trustee Elaine 
Sicknick as well as longtime members Marley 
O’Neill and Ruth Nole. 

 

Executive Board Update 
 
Both the 2020 and 2021 elections resulted in 
new terms for the existing officers: Nan White-
head (president), Sara-Ann Goldman (vice presi-
dent), Rich Alai (secretary), and Marilyn Anasta-
sio (treasurer).  
 
In 2020, trustees Jennifer LaScala and Walter 
Woronowicz were each elected to a second three
-year term. Two former trustees, William Goep-
fert and Ken Roginski rounded out the slate and 
rejoined the board as trustees. 
 
The four trustees whose terms ended in 2021 
were each re-elected for a second term. Traci 
Alai, Nick Bachar, Al Baumann, and Kevin LaSca-
la provide some much needed continuity during 
these uncertain times. 



 New Acquisitions 
 
 Programs, news clippings, and other publications relating to borough and school history. Do-

nated by the South River Board of Education. 
 Large collection of posters from the Liberty Ballroom. Do-

nated by James Schlueter. 
 SRHS vs. St. Peter’s High School football program, Septem-

ber 20, 1946. Donated by the Hilosky family. 
 Five photographs of the parade held on October 22, 1995 

for South River's 275th anniversary. Donated by Anna W. 
Cygan. 

 Fire Alarm Box #52 from in front of 5 Martin Avenue, circa 
1908. Donated by Christopher D. Rafano. 

 53 digital photographs tak-
en during the opening of the 
1970 time capsule, September 
26, 2021. Donated by UNES-
COtravelers Photography. 
 6 digital aerial photographs 
taken over parts of South Riv-
er on October 22, 2021. Do-
nated by Robert Wasilewski. 
 Digital copy of Campbell 
School 8th grade class, 1946, 
with names of class members. 
Donated by Greg Bito. 
 26 digital photographs and 
2 video clips documenting events in South River in 2020 and 
2021. Donated by Mayor John Krenzel. 
 Rams visor, circa 1974. Donated by Mary Ann Hoffman. 
 Mayor Fitzpatrick Baseball Trophy, Semi-Pro Baseball, Boro 
South River, NJ: Championship, 1938, won by Manhattan Boy’s 
Club; Fitzpatrick Trophy, SR Basketball League Senior Champi-

ons, 1938; Mayor John F. Fitzpatrick Trophy, Manhattan Boy’s Club, 1939 Champions 
[basketball]; photographic print of the Manhattan Boy’s Club baseball team, 1939, Edward 
Lewandoski is seated in the front row (photograph by Steurer’s Studio). Donated by Joanne 
Lewandoski Stone in memory of Edward Lewandoski. 
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At right: The 
Mayor Fitzpat-
rick Baseball 

Trophy won by 
the Manhattan 
Boy’s Club in 

1938. The tro-
phy is identical 
to the one in 

the 1939 group 
photograph at 

the left. 
Edward Lewan-
doski appears 

in uniform 
seated in the 

front row 
immediately  
behind the 

trophy. 
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 2022 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History 
High School Essay Contest 

 
Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school 
in 2022? If they’re planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship 
contest regardless of the high school they’re attending. Please share the information below. 
 

Award amounts: 1st place - $500; 2nd place - $350; 3rd place - $150 
 

Deadline for entries: April 15, 2022 
 

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and 
who are planning to continue their education. 
 

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000 
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of sig-
nificance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history. 
 

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will 
be added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum – Old School Baptist 
Church. The winning essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging 
is based solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the 
judges.  
 

Applicable Majors: All fields of study 
 

Submissions must be sent via email and must include your: 
 

 

Email the electronic version to:  southriverhistory@gmail.com 
 
You may also opt to mail a paper version to:  

South River History Essay Contest 
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 446 
South River, NJ 08882 

 
Questions?  Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com  
 

************************************************************************** 

Previous Winners 
 
2021 
1st Place - Vincent Lepore, SRHS 
2nd Place - Emilly Ferreira de Souza, SRHS 
3rd Place - Kayla Kostenko, SRHS 
2020 
1st Place - Jillian Fernandes, SRHS 
2nd Place - Alyssa Hernandez, SRHS 
3rd Place - Zachary Tamajon, SRHS 
2019 
1st Place - Evan E. Gartner, SRHS 
2nd Place - Hannah Kurtz, SRHS 
3rd Place - Paige Edwards, SRHS 
2018 
1st Place - Cameron Santoro, SRHS 
2nd Place - Sophia DiGiovanni, SRHS 
3rd Place - Amani Hassan, SRHS 
 

2017 
1st Place - Alexis Steffaro, SRHS 
2nd Place - Nick Errico, SRHS 
3rd Place - Sarah Brister, SRHS 
2016 
1st Place - Deyvid Vasilev, SRHS 
2nd Place - Tricia Raquepo, SRHS 
3rd Place - Chase Petras, SRHS 
2015 
1st Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex 
     County Vocational & Technical HS 
2nd Place - Arianna Brister, SRHS 
3rd Place - Brandon Madalone, SRHS 
2014 
Liliya Marach, SRHS 
2013 
Bridget LaPlante, SRHS 
Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr HS 

 full name 
 address 
 phone number 
 email address 

 school name 
 expected date of 

graduation 
 date of submission 

 future education plans 
(e.g, college name) 



 Interpreting History — by Stephanie Bartz 
 
History is colored by memory, and often, not by the memory of the person who lived the event, 
but the memory of the person to whom the story was told. Stories get passed on from one 
generation to the next  and details sometimes get lost or changed in the telling. New infor-
mation, or old information rediscovered, can change what we think we know. 
 
The celebration of South River’s 200th anniversary in 1920, included a parade with many floats. 
The collection at the South River Museum contains photographs of some of those floats, includ-
ing multiple images of an airplane float identified as having been from that parade.  
 
Along with the photographs of the air-
plane float is a trophy whose engraving 
reads "1720-1920, 200th Anniversary, 
Borough of South River, 1st Prize Best 
Float, Awarded Raymond D. Booraem Jr. 
and Warren K. Booraem, Sept. 24th 
1920."  
 
Recent research related to the 200th anni-
versary raises questions about the photo-
graphs and their relationship to the tro-
phy. Contemporary news coverage of the 
anniversary event doesn’t mention the 
airplane float. It is instead described in 
the Daily Home News coverage of the pa-
rade held on July 4, 1919, for the celebra-
tion welcoming home soldiers returning 
from World War I.  
 

A cleverly constructed airplane driven 
by Raymond Booraem was an attrac-
tive contribution to the parade. His 
two sons, Raymond and Warren, and 
Miss Evelyn Bissett were seated in the 
plane. The plane was built over an au-
tomobile which furnished the motor 
power. 

 
Woodis Booraem, the donor of both the 
photographs and the trophy, often ques-
tioned why all three of the children who 
were seated in the plane weren’t included 
in the engraving on the trophy. Could the 
solution to that mystery be that the tro-
phy was awarded to the two boys for a different float? 
 
A September 25, 1920 article in the Daily Home News describes the parade for the 200th anni-
versary in detail and seems to provide an answer to that question. 
 

The Landing of Samuel Willett, the founder of South River in 1720, was cleverly impersonat-
ed by Masters Raymond Dudley Booraem and Warren Klauser Booraem, sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Booraem. The little ones are direct descendants. The impersonation was ar-
ranged on a float. One of the boys was seated in a large canoe and was looking longingly 
toward the most beautiful spot along the river which later was settled as Willetstown and 
now is the enterprising borough of South River which has been appropriately nicknamed 
"The Booming Borough." At the rear of the float lay an Indian representing the inhabitants 
of this section when the Willett's first landed. 
 

The first prize for floats was won by Raymond Booraem whose entry represented the 
"Landing of the Willetts." 

 
It seems likely that the trophy became incorrectly associated with the photographs of the air-
plane float, perhaps simply because there were multiple good quality images of it. To date, only 
poor quality images of the Willett’s Landing float have surfaced. Without a time machine, all we 
can do is interpret the information we find. 
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A photograph of the 
airplane float thought 
to have been part of 
the parade for South 
River’s 200th anniver-

sary. Donated by 
Woodis Booraem. 

The “Landing of  
Samuel Willett” float 
from the parade for 
the 200th anniver-
sary. Donated by 
Woodis Booraem. 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       
Website: http://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTJCF 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]     

Time Capsule Redux 
 
After months of work following the opening of the 1970 time capsule on September 26, 2021, 
both the physical and digital exhibits of the items recovered were finally completed in Decem-
ber. Almost 200 individual items were assessed, photographed or scanned, cleaned, and cata-
loged. Time was spent trying to identify the unidentified in photographs, and handwritten items 
were transcribed. 
 
Although not all of the items could be included in the display at the South River Public Library, 
every item that came out of the capsule was added to the online exhibit. The exhibit can be ac-
cessed via the link on our website or directly at: https://hub.catalogit.app/4635. 



2022 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 
 

         $________      in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 
Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

     

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


