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Museum Update

After having been
closed since March
2020, the museum
will finally reopen to
the public on
Sunday, September
5. Anyone planning
to visit is asked to
wear a mask.

Regular event
programming is still
on hold due the
ongoing severity of
the pandemic. We
continue to monitor
developments.

Time Capsule

The opening of the
time capsule is
being planned for
Sunday, September
26. Details will be
announced as they
become available.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to
the general public
from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. on the

first Sunday of each
month
(second Sunday if
the first is a holiday)

September 5
October 3
November 7
December 5
January 2, 2022

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead

The rebuilding of the Hotel Pershing makes it interesting to think about
its history. The original building is thought to have been built by a Ger-
man immigrant named Peter Hoffmann sometime around 1870. Hoff-
mann came to the United States from Zweibriicken, Bavaria before
1860. By 1870, he was living in South River and working as a “lager
beer saloon keeper,” according to the census. His wife Wilhelmina
passed away in 1871, leaving him with three young children. He married
Margaret (no last name available), and they had two daughters. Henriet-
ta and Lizzie were born in 1874 and 1876 respectively. When Peter died
in 1878, he left the hotel to Margaret “provided she maintains the chil-
dren as long as they are minors.” Margaret died in 1894 at age 61. Hen-
rietta, known as “Nettie,” was the sole heir identified in Margaret’s will,

Lizzie having died in 1883.

The Hoffman House hotel was the scene of
tragedy in 1898. Carl Christiansen, the hotel
proprietor at that time, was a former brickyard
worker who had been blinded in an accident.
On August 6, he murdered his unfaithful wife
and then killed himself in the hotel. The bodies
were found the next day.

The hotel prospered in the next two decades
due to its location near the river and local
brickyards. It changed hands several times,
with Charles K. Sontag taking over ownership
before building the Grand Hotel at the corner
of Main and Ferry Streets. The formal opening
of Sontag’s new enterprise was in 1917.

In 1929, Alexander Lach decided to compete

%, %‘__‘ Ay

with the Grand Hotel. He renovated the Hoff-
man House, increasing the number of rooms
and adding a brick exterior. He renamed it the
Hotel Pershing after General Pershing, the
commander of the American Expeditionary
Forces during WWI. It was the final hotel built in the borough.

A 1974 view of a portion of
lower Main Street. The Hotel
Pershing is visible next to
Laffin. From the Home News

Tribune collection.

A fire in December 2012 destroyed the hotel. The interior of the building
was a complete loss along with any remnant of the original Hoffman
House. Plans are underway to rebuild the building, retaining the brick
exterior added by Alexander Lach. Sadly, the terracotta strips on the fa-
cade were damaged and could not be retained in the new design. One
welcome change will be the removal of the stucco from the lower level.
It was added in the 1980s or early-1990s and detracted from the beauty
of the building.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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South River Historical & Preservation News

Published five times a year by the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News will-
ingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe we
have made a mistake, please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be
received by October 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your
newsletter via email by sending a message to:
southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD ‘ SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3, "
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.

Doris Miller (2008)




New Acquisitions

e Digital copies of four 1970s era photographs
showing views of Old Bridge Turnpike and
surrounding houses and businesses near
Johnson Place. Donated by Greg Bito.

A view of Old Bridge Turnpike and Jack's bar and
liguor store at the corner of Johnson Place, 1970s.
Photograph by Greg Bito.

e Five embroidered handkerchiefs; five 1940s
era photographs of Willett School classes;
two brandy snifters with gold rims, imprint-
ed with a sketch of the library building at 55
Appleby Avenue and the legend "South Riv-
er Public Library." Donated by Carol A.
DeVoe.

e Three Csatari Grandparent Plates: “The
Swinger” (1983); “The Skating Queen”
(1984); and “The Patriots Parade” (1985).
Donated by Dorothy Sowchuk.

e Eleven handwork items featuring hand em-
broidery and crochet done by the donor.
Donated by Eliane Verloove.

e Photograph of six unidentified male stu-
dents posed with two 1920 South River
Grammar School pennants. Studio photo-
graph by Trzaska & Moore, Ferry Street,
South River, NJ. Donated by Stephanie and
Ed Bartz.

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS
In Honor of:

The May Family
by Kathy Prusarczyk

In Memory of:

Woodis Booraem by Marilyn Anastasio
Woodis Booraem by Stephanie Bartz
Woodis Booraem by Anna Cygan
Woodis Booraem by Robert C. & Ann Rafano
Woodis Booraem by Michelle Senko
Woodis Booraem by Jamie & Keith Swain
The Dohn Family by Kathy Prusarczyk
Kathryn & Jim Fee by Fran Fee
John Arthur Grossman by Marie E. Cassel
Marilyn Smith Hipple - Class of '52

by Diane Hudson
Paul Matyas by Marilyn Anastasio
The May Family by Kathy Prusarczyk
The Prusarczyk Family by Kathy Prusarczyk
Eliane Verloove by Marilyn Anastasio
Eliane Verloove by Stephanie Bartz
Eliane Verloove

by The Joseph Schaed Family

General Fund:

Rosemary Erickson
Elizabeth Litarowich
Helen E. Makarevic

300" Anniversary of South River:

Memorial to The Dohn Family
by Kathy Prusarczyk

Memorial to The May Family
by Kathy Prusarczyk

Memorial to The Prusarczyk Family
by Kathy Prusarczyk

In Memoriam

2021 has been a difficult year following on a
difficult year. The society would like to extend

|l its sincere condolences to the families and

friends of the members we have lost since Jan-
uary: Myles “Scotty” Garrigan, Joanne Senko,
Anthony Razzano, Woodis Booraem, Emiel Ver-
loove, and Eliane Verloove.

Eliane Verloove, a former executive board
member, passed away in May, just three

] months after her husband Emiel. She is per-

| | haps best remembered for her dedication to

our historical calendar project. If you bought

] one of our calendars, there’s a more than fair
J chance you bought it from Eliane.

Read more about Woodis Booraem on pages 7
and 8.




2021 First Place Scholarship Essay - by Vincent Lepore

** \incent Lepore is a member of the Class of 2021 of the South River High School. What fol-
lows is his winning essay from the 2021 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High
School Essay Contest.**

My name is Vincent Lepore and I am a senior at South River High School. I am on track to
graduate in June 2021 and plan on attending Montclair State University. I would like to talk
about an event that just took place this past month regarding one of our illustrious alumni here
at South River, Drew Pearson’s selection into the NFL Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Drew grew up along seven brothers and sisters in South River and was a 1969 graduate of
South River High School. He was a 3 sport star in high school and was the starting wide re-
ceiver on South River’s undefeated state championship team in 1966. The quarterback for that
team was another famous South River alumni, Joe Theismann. After high school Drew went on
to play college football at Tulsa University in Oklahoma. Drew wanted to play baseball in col-
lege but they made him concentrate on one sport, football. After four years at Tulsa, he signed
a free agent contract with the Dallas Cowboys in 1973. His Cowboy career lasted from 1973-
1983. Drew played in 3 Super Bowls, catching a TD pass in Super Bowl X, and helping Dallas
win Super Bowl| XII. Drew was also a three time All-Pro and Pro Bowl selectee. He was known

as “Mr. Clutch” and was on the

cowiers HAIL MART Sipemsom v s

receiving end of one of the most GiWRINE B e
famous touchdown catches in pro e SRHS Pt
football history, the “Hail Mary” mw"&in“é.’isuum RIVER LS AlI.AS - SO
touchdown pass from Roger Stau- «:FOOTBALL [

bach in the 1975 NFC Champion- e CIIWBI]YS

ship game. The “Hail Mary” catch HA&M“

was voted one of the greatest DM.I.A m'ﬁ"A'l"L'ﬁAﬁim

plays in football history by NFL DALLAS FllIlTBM.l j“:“'“'""“'

films. ~QRH¢

Drew’s career was cut short after
he was in a car accident in 1984.

Drew finished his career with DALLAS LT LALL A A L
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7,822 receiving yards, 489 recep- i suumfu NF HA 9 FAME%P%%?“
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is @ member of the South River AT L

Wall of Fame, Tulsa University
Hall of Fame, and the Dallas Cowboys Ring of Honor. He is also a member of the 1970’s NFL
All Decade team.

Drew’s recent selection into the NFL Hall of Fame was long overdue. Last year he was a final-
ist, thinking he was going to be selected during the 100th anniversary team selection. He was
gathered with his family thinking he was going to get the call but it never came. He was visibly
heartbroken and many sports talk and TV shows aired their displeasures on Drew getting
snubbed. Drew thought this was his last chance to become a member of pro football's immor-
tality. But this past year he had one more shot. The senior committee of the NFL Hall of Fame
finally recognized his talent and it was announced of his induction the day before the Super
Bowl.

After his playing days, Drew held many jobs. He was a sports broadcaster, a motivational
speaker, and owner of a headwear company. He also made headlines when he was asked to
announce the Dallas Cowboys first round draft pick in the 2017 NFL draft. Talking over “boo’s”
from a raucous Philadelphia crowd, Drew let out an enthusiastic speech introducing the Cow-
boys pick and turning the crowd from “boos” to cheers. Drew has also wrote a book called Hail
Mary: The Drew Pearson Story.

I actually met Drew in 2015 when he was back in South River as the Grand Marshall of our tra-
ditional homecoming parade. My grandfather, Michael Lepore Sr., was selected to be Drew’s
driver in the parade. My grandfather always let me sit in the passenger's seat with him when
he drove in the parade. My grandfather also told me stories on how he coached baseball
against Drew when their teams competed against each other in the late 1960’s. He said Drew
was “one heck of an athlete” and probably could have been a professional baseball player too.

n Continued on Page 5



2021 Essay — continued from page 4

Drew climbed in the back seat and sat on the back of
my Pops red convertible. He was talking to me about
the importance of school and balancing sports. 1
thought it was so cool to be hanging out talking to a
sports superstar. Just before the parade started, Drew
told me to get out of the passenger seat and sit next to
him while we drove through town. Hundreds of people
were shouting Drew’s name and taking his picture. He
was so gracious to everyone, taking selfies and showing
off his Super Bowl ring. It was one of the coolest expe-
riences of my life. All my friends couldn't believe I was
sitting next to a pro football icon!

This was not the only time Drew has come back to
South River. Over the years, he would come back to
South River High School football games and give pre
game speeches to the teams. My dad, Michael Lepore
Jr. was a football coach at the time and would let me in
the locker rooms to listen to his motivational talks.
Drew was so inspiring and the players seemed to be lis-
tening to every word he said. Drew was also part of a
TV show that aired on HBO in 1983 called “Sugar Rays
All Stars”. The show was hosted by world champion
boxer Sugar Ray Leonard and each month they would
choose a famous athlete and go back to their hometown
and do a show on their sport. Drew was the first ath- Drew Pearson and Vincent Lepore being driven
lete they picked and HBO came to South River to shoot by Michael Lepore Sr. in the 2015 South River
the TV show. My dad was a sophomore in high school High School Homecoming parade. Photograph
at the time and was one of 11 kids picked to star in the from the collection of Vincent Lepore.
show. I've been told that Drew signed autographs and

took pictures with the entire town during the three day shoot. The show was taped on the
high school football field and was aired on HBO months later.

Drew will be the second graduate of South River to be inducted into the NFL Football Hall of
Fame. Alex Wojciechowicz was the first when he was inducted in 1968. Having two players
from the same high school in the Hall of Fame is almost unheard of. Add legendary quarter-
back Joe Theismann, who Drew caught passes from in 1966, Kenny Jackson (All American wide
receiver from Penn State and Philadelphia Eagles first round pick) to the mix and you have four
NFL Championship players!

These stories about Drew are just a few that express what he has meant to the town of South
River over the years. He always mentions the town of South River with pride whenever he
conducts interviews. I am pretty confident that he will mention South River in his Hall of Fame
speech. I plan on watching the ceremony and will be beaming with pride that we both gradu-
ated from South River High School.

2021 Scholarship Awards

Nine years later and the Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High School Essay
Contest sponsored by the society is still going strong. The scholarship is supported by contribu-
tions from the Meyers family and other donors.

The 2021 winners were announced during the South River High School virtual awards event in
June.

1st Place - Vincent Lepore

2nd Place - Emilly Ferreira de Souza

3rd Place - Kayla Kostenko

Winners were selected by a judging panel composed of members of the executive board of the
society. All essays will be added to the museum collections and can be viewed at the South

River Museum.



“"Aunt Woody” — by Jamie Swain

This date, May 20, 2021, is a day that will remain, in my mind, as an end of an era. For on this
date, my Aunt, Woodis M. Booraem, passed on from her earthly existence to a further realm.

Woodis was the last survivor of her generation in my moth-

er’s (Janet Fairweather) family. Along with her sister and : - P %
two brothers, the four Booraem siblings were the product of N - 3 j\
the union of Raymond D. Booraem and Elizabeth Klauser. %
Growing up in the era of “"The Greatest Generation” and
shaped by the Great Depression and World War II, Raymond
Jr., Warren, Woodis and Janet, and their descendants before
them, were icons in the town of South River, NJ. The earlier
Booraems and Klausers were shipbuilders, business owners,
and entrepreneurs. From the earliest of times, these names
were synonymous with the founding fathers of South River.
My family took great pride in this fact.

“"Woody”, as she was known to her friends and family was
an energetic and sociable member of this family, much less
reserved than her brothers and sister. Her extroverted per-
sonality served her well over the years and laid the ground-
work for her interests in music, genealogy and the history of
South River.

Woody’s musical talents were legendary and her contribu-
tions to the researched and recorded history of South River
were enormous. But she was so much more than that!

Above all else, she was “"Aunt Woody” to her five nieces—
Susan, Chris, Beth, myself (Jamie) and Laurie. I'm sure my
sisters & cousins would agree, she doted on her brother
Ray’s and sister Janet’s children! The oldest set by four to
five years, cousin Susan & sister Chris, were the first to cap-
ture her affection. Along came the middles-cousin Beth &
myself, then by another four to five years the youngest, sis-
ter Laurie. I'm not sure she had any favorites as she was a
devoted Aunt to all of us.

My earliest memories of Aunt Woody were that she was fun- ~ -
loving and generous, oftentimes surprising us with gifts and  Glamour shot: An undated portrait of

i i i w Woodis Booraem as a young woman.
tokens of her affection at any given time. She was the “cool Photograph from the collection of

Aunt”! Jamie Swain.

Holidays spent with the Booraem family at the homestead on Main Street in South River were
something magical. Woody & Warren, along with my Nana, took great pains to decorate the
house over- the-top! Meals were lovingly prepared by Woody, and my Dad Jim often pitched in
to do the cooking for a lavish spread fit for kings, queens and the five little princesses!

Not limited to holidays, Sundays at the Booraem homestead were also a treat after church. We
all retired to “"Nana’s House” for cocktails for the adults & hors d'oeuvres for all. The adults en-
gaged in lively conversation while the younger kids played outside in the "Sunken Garden”,
surrounded by Warren’s copious rose bushes and peonies in full bloom. It was a memorable
childhood for sure, and Woody was instrumental in making sure these family/social gatherings
were beyond enjoyable!

Tragedy struck the Booraem family with the unexpected & premature death of Raymond Jr. in
1971. Gone too young, too soon. Stoic as they were, the rest of the elder Booraem siblings,
along with our Nana, somehow muddled through. They were a comfort to Raymond’s wife Doris
and children Susan & Beth, but the family dynamic had been forever changed.

Fast forward to 1988 when my revered “"Nana” passed away at 104 years old. She was the
backbone of the family, lovingly cared for by Warren & Woody in her later years until her pass-
ing. Woody assumed the position of the matriarch of 208 Main Street.

n Continued on Page 7



“Aunt WOOdY" — continued from page 6

As the five nieces grew up, left the nest and moved on in their lives, we maintained fairly close
contact until the eldest nieces moved away and began families & lives of their own. Even I
moved farther away and contact became less so. Only Laurie remained in South River with her
children and was tasked with caring for her “elders” by default.

With the passing of my Dad, Jim, in 1997 and my Mom, Janet, in 2009, Woody & Warren be-
came de facto “parents” to me, now the only remaining Booraem siblings. Admittedly, I looked
upon Aunt Woody as my “second Mom”. I felt somehow that maintaining this close connection

brought me closer to my roots in South River & my family, and less of the “adult orphan” that I
was.

Fact is, though I loved her dearly, Woody was quite the
opposite of my Mom! My Mom was quiet & unassuming,
whereas Woody was openly opinionated and it could be
| stated that she had “no filter”! That proved somewhat
embarrassing & cringe worthy on occasions when we
were out shopping and she felt the need to loudly offer
her opinion on just about anything or anyone that she
perceived as offensive to her. Aunt Woody did not know
the concept of “"PC”, in any shape or form!

Uncle Warry passed on in 2015 at the age of 98, after
years of just the two of them rambling around in the big
house on Main Street. Independent as she was, Aunt
Woody tried to maintain life on her own. When she be-
came too infirm to do her weekly grocery shopping, I
offered to do Shoprite at Home for her on a weekly ba-
sis. She would call me with a list & I sat down on my
computer and ordered her groceries. It was during one
of these deliveries that she was discovered by the gen-
tleman bringing her groceries, laying on the floor, where
she had fallen. Sadly, that was the end of Aunt Woody
living on her own in the big house on Main Street. She
moved into Assisted living at Reformed Church Home
and the house was then sold. It was a very sad day for
all of us to see our family homestead pass into the
hands of strangers.

Stylish, as usual: Portrait of Woodis ) . . L
Booraem. Photograph from the collection of Still, for a time she thrived. She was very social in the

Jamie Swain. beginning, but as time moved on and nearing her late
90’s, she grew tired. After nearly five years at the
“Home"”, Aunt Woody passed quietly at the age of 99, just three weeks before her 100th birth-
day, after a short illness. She didn’t suffer and was in no pain. It could be said that it was a
“good death”.

For the remaining five nieces, it is indeed the end of an era. I will always remember Aunt
Woody with great fondness, with respect, and sometimes even with frustration because of her
innate stubbornness, but always with love. In our last conversation just a week before she
passed on, she said to me: “Thank you for everything you have done, I love you! Give Keith
(my Autistic son) a big kiss & a hug for me”.

She was truly an original, one of a kind, and while South River has lost an icon, we have lost
our loving Aunt Woody.

In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation Society acknowledges the passing of Woodis
Booraem, a founding member of the society and a mainstay of the organization. She was a
font of information regarding people and events in South River’s history, always happy to
share her memories, knowledge, and resources with anyone who had an interest. She will be

missed.




P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Firefighters 9/11 Memorial — |Time to Join or Renew!
Update

The monument project being spearheaded by the
South River Exempt Firemen’s Association of the
South River Fire Department is moving forward. In
July, the steel artifact obtained for incorporation

If you haven't yet joined, please consider
sending in your dues to become a member
of the South River Historical & Preserva-
tion Society. We have several dues cate-
gories, so you can choose the one that
best fits your situation.

into the me-
morial was 4 We also have gift memberships available.
moved into They’re the perfect option if you have

place in prepa-
ration for con-
struction of the

friends or family members with a connec-
il tion to South River.

monument. If you're already a member, we thank you
) for your continued support. Please check

A formal dedi- the mailing label on this newsletter or con-

cation ceremo- tact us by email at southriverhisto-

ny will take ry@gmail.com to find out when your

place on the 2l membership expires. We rely on your sup-

morning of port to fulfill our mission of preserving and

September 11,

promoting South River’s rich history.
2021.

“*1You can renew or register a new member-
" | ship using the form included in this news-
letter. Membership forms can also be
downloaded from the website.

The steel from the
World Trade
Center being

lowered in prepa-

ration for
construction of the
new monument.
Photograph by
Paul Migut.

We appreciate your continued support. All
dues and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!




2022 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: r
Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: r
. Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

I:' Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r
Lifetime - Individual $250.00

r Business Patron (Life) $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of I:' in memory of:

$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.

South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ I:' in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.
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