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Plans for 2021

The museum
remains closed for
now. If you are
wondering what is
happening with the
time capsule and
other plans that
were put on hold
because of the
pandemic, be
assured that we are
too.

The executive board
continues to monitor
developments as the
COVID-19
vaccination program
proceeds and

restrictions begin to
change. We hope to
resume planning for
public events soon.

Should you need to
contact us, please
reach out via email,
Facebook, or postal
mail. You can also
call the museum
and leave a
message, but as
is normally the case,
you are likely to get
a faster response if
you send an email
message.

Please check the
website, Facebook,
and our newsletters

for updates. New
information will be

posted as it
becomes available.

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead

I have often thought of my family ties with Jacob Levinson and his fami-
ly. He had a remarkable history with many accomplishments in South
River. Above all else, his success came during a time when new immi-
grants and minorities were often criticized in the United States. He was
able to become one of the most successful businessmen and citizens in
South River history.

In 1851, at the age of 18, Levinson came to America from Prussia. He
arrived in South River as a peddler in 1863. After diligently saving his
— — - money, he was
able to purchase
a building. He
made a few im-
provements to it
and then opened
South River’s
first dry goods
store for men
and women.

Jacob Levinson
and my great
grandfather,
Charles White-
head, were busi-
ness associates
in several ven-
tures. For exam-
ple, in the late
1870s, they de-
termined that
South River was desperately in need of jobs. Along with Garret
Snedeker, they financed a factory to continue a carpet and rug manu-
facturing business which had recently closed. The business changed a
couple of times, and in the early 1880s, the factory on what later be-
came Herman Street was sold to the Herrmann-Aukam Company which
produced handkerchiefs.

Jacob Levinson on Main Street in April 1905.
Photograph donated by Stephanie Schnatz.

Jacob had seven children and Charles had five. Jacob’s daughter Theresa
married Charles’ son Edward. Since the two fathers were also close
friends, I'm guessing that the children marrying was not a coincidence.

Edward and Theresa had two sons, Russell and Milton. Sadly, Theresa
died only a few years into the marriage leaving my grandfather a widow-
er with two very young sons.

Continued on Page 3

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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Published five times a year by the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News will-
ingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe we
have made a mistake, please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be
received by August 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your
newsletter via email by sending a message to:
southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD ‘ SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3, "
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.




New Acquisitions Special Acknowledgements

e Thirteen digital aerial photographs taken CONTRIBUTIONS
over parts of South River in March 2021.

Donated by Robert Wasilewski. In Memory of:

The Mcllvaine Family

L . ] by Richard and Karen Satterthwaite
Below: Aerial view of a section of South River

along the river near the railroad bridge. The inter- General Fund:
section of Lee and Water Streets is in the fore-

ground. Photograph by Robert Wasilewski. Douglas E. Heine

President’s Message — continued from page 1

In 1902, a few years after Theresa’s death, Edward married Kathryne Roller, my grandmother.
Together they raised Russell and Milton, and ten years later my father Charles was born. His
half-brothers were adults by that time, ages 22 and 18.

In spite of the age difference, my father was very close to his half-brother Milton, who later
moved to Nebraska. I still have a postcard Milton sent to my father, then a small boy, while he
was away fighting in World War 1.

This is where my connections to Jacob’s and Charles’ grandsons began. The age divide, dis-
tance, and time has kept some of the generations from knowing each other. It was only during
the last fifteen years or so that I was able to establish a connection with my Nebraska family.
Edward Whitehead, son-in-law to the Jacob Levinson who started my story, is our common
bond. He was grandfather to some and great grandfather to others.

Kay Whitehead Rothenberger and I developed a wonderful friendship before her death in 2013.
She was the daughter of Milton Whitehead, so we were both Edward’s grandchildren, first cous-
ins even though she was the same age as my mother. She was an amazing letter writer and I
looked so forward to receiving them. The letters are family treasures that I have kept. We also
had great chats by phone. She was able to answer some of the family questions that I had al-
ways wondered about. My continued communications with other Nebraska family members are

very special for me.




Spotlight on Facebook

We post a new cover photograph on Facebook each month. Some are thematic; others are re-
cent donations or just images we hope will be of interest. The image below was our May cover.

Principal William C. Campbell, with his distinctive mustache, is easy to pick out. He was princi-
pal of the South River public schools for 21 years, and Campbell School was named after him.
The other man in the photograph is a less familiar face, but Jesse Selover is well known as a
South River historian, author of the three-volume “History of South River, New Jersey.” The

women in the photograph are more of a mystery. We have little information about them other
than their names.
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Above: The teachers of South River High School in
1898. Front row: Miss May Bogan of N.B., Miss Lillian
Van Dorn, and Miss May Morgan; Back row: Jesse
Selover, Miss Sarah T.M. Brown, Professor William
Campbell, and Miss Mary Stadler. Photograph donated
by Brian Armstrong.

At right: An 1895 view of the school on Thomas Street,
then the only public school in South River. The photo-
graph above is thought to have been taken on one of
the two sets of steps located between the three front
sections of the building. The steps were changed in a
subsequent renovation. Photograph from a scrapbook

compiled by Jesse Selover.




Family Lore and Family Facts — by Sara-Ann Goldman

The pandemic gave me lots of time to continue researching my Goldman grandparents, Abra-
ham and Molly, whose marriage was only one interesting piece of our family lore.

Abraham was born in the 1880s in Dvinsk (later called Daugavpils), Latvia, then part of the
Russian Empire. His father,
a dairy farmer with con-
tracts to the Russian army,
realized that the Russo-
Japanese war (1904-1905)
was coming and didn’t want
his son drafted into the
Russian army. Family lore
says that he didn't ask
Abraham whether he want-
ed to leave, he told Abra-
ham that he wanted to
leave.

In 1904, when Abraham
turned 18, he dressed as a
woman and traveled with
his first cousin Emma until
they could sneak out of
Russia and reach Germany.
Once in Germany, they
were able to travel legally
to the United States. I actu-
ally asked Emma at a Gold-
man family picnic if the sto-
ry was true and received
nothing but a stare in re-
turn. Her only response was

to turn to the cousin she An early 1920s image of Abraham and Molly Goldman with their sons,
was with and say something Herman, Theodore, and Irving.

in Yiddish about a crazy kid. Photograph by Moore’s Studio, South River, NJ,

I walked away with no an- donated by Sara-Ann Goldman.

swer.

The next bit of family lore relates to why Abraham had to sneak out of Russia. It turns out that
the Goldman’s were a wealthy family. Abraham’s father and uncles were in agribusiness; dairy
farmers, butchers, and a meat processing plant. There was also a cousin somewhere in the
family who was a “Bolshevik in good standing,” and the Russian government was afraid that if
the family left, they would send guns and money to the cousin. I never heard his nhame. He was
just called the crazy cousin. Not only did family members have to sneak out of the country,
they also changed their name from Pingerhut to Goldman so there would be no connection to
the family back home.

Molly, also born in the 1880s, came from Kamajai, Lithuania. When I asked why her family
came to the United States, her answer was "“If it was so good, would I have left?” I eventually
found out from one of Molly’s sisters that the family was from Kamajai and their surname was
originally Chasen. They traveled to the United States with a family named Barolsky under that
family’s passports. They kept the Barolsky name when they settled in the United States. The
eldest child of the family was a son nhamed Herman. Family lore says that he was a house
painter who fell off a ladder, broke his neck, and took a year to die. I found his death certificate
online. Yes, he was a house painter, but he didn’t die as the result of a broken neck. He died of
pulmonary tuberculosis.

Abraham and Molly knew each other as children, but couldn’t stand one another, so the story
goes. Molly had an aunt who married Abraham’s first cousin, so they had the opportunity to
see one another at all types of family occasions. While in their teens, they traveled separately

Continued on Page 6



Family — continued from page 5

/
, REGISKION CARD

=
N"u’iﬂfg“nl 279r

A;, in Yea 1]’\1 of Birth

=J¢ /,‘L/

White Oriental
i s 7 v e

v ,!

U . CITIZEN

Hatve Do | Ntwraivd | “ut .eill’ﬂ,"‘

NEAREST
RELATIVE |
dies

| AFFIRM THAT lll\\l vum L) I

B La._"/\
Tor m \u l (l od) ‘l— (Itegin ure or mark)

v l )

to the United States, he to join other family members
in Perth Amboy, and she to Worcester, Massachu-
setts. They met again in their early 20s when there
was a party for the aunt/cousin couple. This time,
Abraham and Molly decided that they really liked
each other. After that one meeting, Abraham decided
to break off his engagement to someone else. Molly
hedged her bets a bit, but quickly broke her existing
engagement as well.

The couple was married in January of 1910, and by
July 1914, were living in South River in an apartment
on the corner of George and Thomas Streets. From
there they moved to Whitehead Avenue, and by
1920, they were living on Northside Avenue. Molly
and Abraham had three sons, Herman (my father),
Theodore, and Irving. Abraham worked at and then
managed Greenfields department store here in South
River until he died in 1939. These pieces were the
easy ones to find, all confirmed by the usual methods
of finding census records and information on wed-
dings and births.

[Editor’s note: If you have an interesting family story
1to share, please use the contact information on the
back page of the newsletter to get in touch. We're
always looking to learn more about the unknown his-

Goldman’s World War I draft registration
card. Courtesy of FamilySearch.org.

tory of South River and the families that settled here.
We may feature your story in a future newsletter.]

We Get Letters

We were gratified to receive this handwritten

note from a long-time member.

Time to Join or Renew!

If you haven't yet joined, please consider
sending in your dues to become a member

To the executive board of the SRH&PS:

Thank you for all that you do to preserve
South River’s history. Your time and dedica-
tion is truly appreciated.

I learn something new about our great town
every time I read the 5 star SRH&PS newslet-
ter. Keep up the great work “digging up” our
noteworthy happenings.
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of the South River Historical & Preservation
Society. We have several different dues cat-
egories, so you can choose the one that best
fits your situation.

We also have gift memberships available.
They’re the perfect option if you have friends
or family members with a connection to
South River.

If you're already a member, we thank you
for your continued support. Please check the
mailing label on this newsletter or contact us
by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com to
find out when your membership expires. We
rely on your support to fulfill our mission of
preserving and promoting South River’s rich
history.

You can renew or register a new member-
ship using the form included in this newslet-
ter. Membership forms can also be down-
loaded from the website.

We appreciate your continued support. All
dues and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!




Honoring the Fallen

The South River Museum building was home to a church, a library, the borough clerk’s office,
and TV 35 before it was restored and reopened as
the museum we have today. It is also the home
of South River’'s war memorials in the form of two
monuments and a plaque. Some know it as the
War Memorial Building. That name was coined in
relation to the public library long before there
were any memorials in place.

War Memoria\ free Bublic L\hr“w),‘ South River, 1. 3

The South River War Memorial Free Public Library
Association was established as a permanent or-
ganization at a public meeting in 1921. In 1922,
the Old School Baptist Church building was pur-
chased with the intent of opening it as the local
public library. The formal dedication and opening
took place in January 1923.

So where does the war memorial piece fit in? Rec-
ords seem to indicate that it was always part of
the plan. World War I had ended just a few years
earlier, and the borough, like many communities,
was looking for a way to recognize those from
South River who served in and died during the
conflict. In January 1922, a certificate of incorpo-
ration was filed for the library association. A Janu-
ary 3 announcement in the Daily Home News de-
fined the organization as having been “formed not
for pecuniary profit, with the purpose of securing
a library for the borough as a war memorial.”

Fast forward to May 29, 1926. As part of the bor-
ough’s Memorial Day celebration, a soldiers’ mon-

ument was unveiled on the front lawn of the li-
brary. The memorial depicts a World War I solder
standing at attention with his rifle by his side. The
plaque names those who died while in service.

An early view of the South River War
Memorial Free Public Library and the
World War I memorial, circa 1930.
Postcard donated by Gladys Benn.

An October 2020, view of the World
War I monument. Photograph by
Paul Migut.

=W from private donations. The most recent maintenance took
B place in 2015 and was funded by the society.

The statue was
ordered from L.L. Manning & Son, a monument company lo-
cated in Plainfield, New Jersey. The cost was $1,089.

The monument was paid for through a series of fundraisers.
On April 27 and 28, 1926, for example, the proceeds from
matinees at the Star Theatre were donated to the solders’
monument fund. While the fundraising was partially success-
ful, a deficit remained after the monument was unveiled.

A September 30, 1926, news item advertised an October 16
cake sale that they hoped would cover the $412.77 still to be
paid. The following February, there was still $350 of the defi-
cit remaining when the Star Theatre designated another mov-
ing picture show to raise funds for the project.

Although we don’t know when the monument was finally fully
paid for, we do know that it remains an ongoing expense.
Restoration work was completed in 2004 with funds collected

The statue is once again in need of work. We can’t do it
alone. The South River Historical & Preservation Society con-
tinues to collect donations for the ongoing maintenance and
repairs to the monuments at the museum.




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

News of the Past — No Speeding!

On Monday, August 4, 1919, the Daily Home News included an important piece of news for
South River drivers. The headline for the “"South River News and Advertisements” section read
“Traffic Signs are Erected by Road Committee.”

“The road committee of the Borough Council has erected at the entrance to South River a num-
ber of traffic signs calling attention to the fact that the rate of speed while traveling through
the borough is limited to 10 miles per hour. It is about time that something was done to check
the speed craze here. Everybody is wondering whether the injunction on the sign boards will be
carried out.”

The signs were likely the result of an earlier council discussion. A June 10 news item was enti-
tled “Speed Violations on Main Street Reported.” The topic was raised by Councilman Nugent

after a state automobile inspector “notified him that the speed attained by many automobiles
that pass up and down Main Street exceeded that permitted by law.” It went on, “Mr. Nugent
said that Mr. Burton made an inspection of the Main Street traffic one day last week, and saw
scores of automobiles traveling at a rate of 40 to 50 miles an hour.”

Months later, on March 10, 1920, the Daily Home News
reported on the topic of Ferry Street traffic. )
“Councilman Bissett complained at Monday night’s
council meeting about the speed of trolleys and auto-
mobiles running through Ferry Street and asked that
something be done before a serious accident occurred. :
He also called attention to the fact that the street is ; ' I . ) L 3
narrow and during wet weather people on the side- . |
walks are splashed with muddy water by the passing
autos. The police committee was authorized to put up
speed signs and to request Chief Ebberwein to enforce
the speed laws of 12 miles through the borough.”

Ferry Street, circa 1918.
Postcard donated by Henry Knight.




2021 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: r
Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: r
. Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

I:' Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r
Lifetime - Individual $250.00

r Business Patron (Life) $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of I:' in memory of:

$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.

South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ I:' in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.
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