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Plans for 2021

The museum
remains closed for
now. The society’s

executive board will
continue to monitor
the situation and will
plan to reopen when
it is once again safe
to open our public
spaces and begin
planning public
events.

The celebration of
South River’s 300"
Anniversary is
expected to take
place in the latter
half of 2021. The
opening and reburial
of the time capsule
are likely to take
place in the fall.

Should you need to
contact us, please
reach out via email,
Facebook, or postal
mail. You can also
call the museum
and leave a
message, but as
is normally the case,
you are likely to get
a faster response if
you send an email
message.

Please check the
website, Facebook,
and our newsletters

for updates. New
information will be

posted as it
becomes available.

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead

Recently, I was browsing through a scrapbook of newspaper clippings
that was given to me by Woodis Booream. It has many articles about
Whiteheads, Booreams, Rollers, Martins, and Levinsons, all of whom
have ancestral connections with my family. The clippings are primarily
from 1900 to 1902 and are full of many interesting and fun stories. Soon
the scrapbook will be donated to our museum archives.

I was intrigued by the social gatherings and events that were report-

ed. They were much like the gossip columns of today, only tastefully
written! I read about a society wedding in South River. When finished I
was able to visualize the entire event. I know what the bridal party
wore, the colors and styles for both women and men. I know how every-
one entered the church and departed, and the beautiful reception was
described in great detail. Other social events included a sock social,
travel (who was going where and when), dances, parties, and events we
would never read about today.

As I traveled through this
scrapbook, I found several
articles about smallpox in |,
South River, the panic that |}
occurred, and how it \
played out The origin of

earliest evidence of the
disease dates to the 3™
century BCE. There were
periodic outbreaks until
1980 when, thanks to vac-
cinations, the World Health
Organization finally certified the global eradication of the disease.

A headline caught my eye, "ISOLATION FOR NEW JERSEY TOWN - Small
pox dreaded and Sayreville banned.” A strict quarantine order to protect
children in schools and factory workers was put in place by the local
Board of Health. A vaccination board was set up and trolley cars passing
through Sayreville were disinfected daily. South River barred all trades-
men. Milkmen, grocers, and others who supplied Sayreville customers
were blocked from doing business in South River. They isolated the dis-
ease and vaccinated.

A December 23; 1901 view of South River’s
emergency hospital, built in response to the smallpox
epidemic. Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid.

Another story told of a local doctor who contracted smallpox. After his
recovery, he went to New Brunswick to help and the nervous panic esca-
lated. They hung an effigy of a man covered in red spots who was wear-
ing a mask. The sign said “THIS DOCTOR IS CONTAMINATED.”

History does seem to repeat itself.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.
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newsletter via email by sending a message to:
southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD ‘ SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book - $21.99
Includes seven chapters
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive
captions. Pub. June 2015.

Postcards - Set of 3, "
$1.00 — Old School Baptist

Church, 1894; Main St.,
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School
; Baptist graveyard.

Tote Bag Celebrating
South River’s 300 Year
History, 1720-2020 -
$4.00 — Black with white
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of
Klauser’s South River
Hotel and the Riverfront - $15.00
[11”x 17" unframed]

Medallion Ornament Memorializing
the Old School Baptist Church (now
South River Museum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5,
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
1894 photograph of the church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00 — Collectible pin
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please contact us by email or visit
our website for additional items
and information.




New Acquisitions

« Digital copies of thirteen photographs from
the collection of Martha Stoffel Shear: pa-
rade during South River’s 200th anniver-
sary celebration, 1920 (2); Field Day at
Willett School, 1921 (2); Anna & Eddie,
1921; Washington Street after a blizzard,
1924; Main Street, 1924; Old Bridge Road,
1924; view of Washington Street, 1924;
Uncle Hans and Anna Hohl in car, 1924;
rear view of the German Presbyterian
Church and the Hohl home on Washington
Street, 1925; view along the river, 1925;
and 28 Charles Street, 1925. Donated by
Emily June.
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Two of the photographs donated by Emily June.
Above: The Queen Riverie float during the parade in
celebration of South River’s 200th Anniversary,
September 24, 1920.

Below: Girls dancing around a Maypole during Field Day
activities held at Willett School, May 20, 1921.
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e Three digital photographs taken at Dailey’s
Pond Park in Fall 2020. Donated by Emily
Szestakowski.

o Letter from Ross Hendrickson, Dealer in
Stoves, Ranges, Heaters, Tinware, Hard-
ware, Gas Fixtures, South River, NJ, to the
Buckwalter Stove Co., February 10, 1910.
Donated by Stephanie & Ed Bartz.

In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety extends its sincere sympathies to the fami-
ly and friends of Emiel Verloove, a long-time
member of the society. He died on February 6,
2021.

Special Acknowledgements
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by JoAnn Devlin
Bill DeVoe

by Candice Lewandoski
William & Regina DeVoe

by Candice Lewandoski
Albert Krempecki

by Stella Gumino
Stan Lewandoski

by Candice Lewandoski
Stan Lewandoski

by Karen & Rich Satterthwaite
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by the Joseph Schaed family
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General Fund:

Mary Ann Boyler
Joe Doroba
Larry & Jean Marie Rusch

In these difficult times, the South River Histori-
cal & Preservation Society appreciates your con-
tinued interest and ongoing support for the
South River Museum and the society. The clo-
sure of the museum, cancellation of programs,
and postponement of the celebration of South
River’s 300" Anniversary have been necessary,
but we look forward to the time when all of our
in person activities can once again resume.
Thank you for staying with us.
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Timeline of South River History —The 1950s

This is the fourth installment in our series detailing events in the history of South River. The
timeline is still a work in progress, so please get in touch if we've missed events that you think
should be included.

1950

= The population of the borough was 11,308, an increase of almost 600 people since the pre-
vious federal census.

= The dedication of the new Administration Building for the Board of Public Works took place
on August 1. Located at the cor- =
ner of Gordon and Washington
Streets, the building was de-
signed by Alexander Merchant.

= In response to letters sent in Oc-
tober and November, the Byelo-
russian Greek Orthodox Church of
South River was established un-
der the auspices of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of North and
South America. In January 1951,
the congregation requested and
was given space to have their
regular services at the Conklin
Methodist Church.

1951 ALEXANDER MERCHANT & SON

= Lyons-Shepsco Post 1451, Veter- e
ans of Foreign _Wars found a NEW  An artist’s rendering of the new Administration Building for the Board
home at 31 Reid Street when it of Public Works. Image from the cover of the program for the
purchased property formerly oc- August 1, 1950 dedication.
cupied by a brick company. The
previous headquarters were in the Greenhaus building at 38 Ferry Street. The dedication for
the new headquarters was held on September 23.
1952
= Corpus Christi Church, located at the corner of Kamm Avenue and James Street, was dedi-
cated on November 2. The ground-
breaking for the building took place
on December 9, 1951.

A 1953

82 = The South River Little League

was formed with teams sponsored

by the Lions Club, the American Le-

5 - gion, the VFW, and the Junior Cham-

B ber of Commerce. The opening
games were held on June 13.

= The St. Euphrosynia Belarusian

Orthodox Church at 187 Whitehead

Avenue was consecrated in October.

The new church building was former-

ly the synagogue for Congregation

- _| Anshe Emeth.

1954

= The dedication for the new build-

ing of Congregation Anshe Emeth

and the Jewish Community Center

took place on January 31. Located at

88 Main Street, the cornerstone for

: d the building was laid on June 14,

An undated view of Corpus Christi Church. 1953.
Photograph by Raymond D. Booraem.
Donated by Woodis Booraem.

e
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n Continued on Page 5



1954 (continued)
= The South River Exempt Firemen memorial, located in front of the Borough Hall on Main
Street, was dedicated on September 12. The centerpiece of the monument was the fire bell

that was newI_y acquired in 1908 = = !,III!I“‘\\ T

was erected.
1955

1957

and installed in the tower on the
Borough Hall when the building

= The first services in the new, but
not yet complete, First Russian
Baptist Church on Hillside Avenue
took place on May 22 following a
ribbon-cutting ceremony. The for-
mal dedication of the completed
building was held in August, 1956.

= On June 6 the opening game at the
new Little League field on Burton
Avenue took place. The VFW team
beat the American Legion Team.
The field was dedicated on July 31
as Memorial Stadium “in memory i
of the men who lost their lives dur- An undated view of the South River Exempt Firemen memorial

Freddie, the Ram. Image from

1961 football program.

1959

South River.”

the cover of the September 23,

Timeline — continued from page 4

AHHE

HHBR

ing the Korea War and World War located in front of the Borough Hall on Main Street.
1" Photograph donated by David Zwolin.
1956

= The monument to South River men who died while in service during World War II and the
Korean War was unveiled and dedicated on October 3.

= Benevolent and Protected Order of the Elks, South River Lodge 2033 was formed. The group

received its official charter on April 28.

1958

= The South River High School student body had an election to
choose a mascot for the school after members of the band sug-
gested that there be a symbol for the athletic teams. The ram won
out over the jaguar and the greyhound. In February, the first is-
sue of the new student newspaper, The Ram, was published. Four
months later, in June, Freddie the Ram made his debut appear-
ance at Class Night in the Capitol Theatre on Main Street. Owned
by Lenny Kuberski, the ram lived on the Kuberski stables property
between public appearances. The original team name, the Ma-

| roons, continued to see use for some time after the adoption of

the new mascot.

— The South River Boat Club was organized and the first meeting
{ . | was held in April. The newly formed group leased property off

Whitehead Avenue from the borough. In December the property

%l was sold to the club with the stipulation that “it shall be used only

for pleasure boating purposes, and not for commercial purposes.

“ | In the event that this condition should ever be violated, then title

shall immediately revert to the borough.”

= Philo Lodge 243, Free and Accepted Masons, laid the corner-
stone for the new Masonic temple on Old Bridge Turnpike on Au-
gust 23.

= The Summit Engine Company of the South River Fire Department was formed. It was
housed at the George Street fire house along with the two existing engine companies.

= At a meeting on March 10, the members of the Ladies Auxiliary of Engine Company No. 1
decided to change the name of the group to Ladies Auxiliary of the South River Fire Depart-
ment. Membership was opened “to the wife, mother, sister or daughter of any fireman in




Drury’s Hill: Where is that?

This is the second in a series about alternate names and nicknames for places in South River.

Doing research and reading old newspapers leads not only to answers, but to more questions.
Those questions often lead to even more questions, so by the time you’re done, you’ve got a
labyrinth of information to make your way through. Drury’s Hill is the perfect example.

Research into the Drury family reveals that Julia Har-
denbrook, of Washington (South River) married
Ebenezer Drury of New Brunswick on January 10,
1844. In subsequent years, the couple had at least
four children according to the United States Census:
Mary, Albert, Lewis, and Julia.

Ebenezer had a varied career. Census records from
1850 to 1880 list his occupations as “victualing
house,” railroad laborer, bookkeeper, and finally re-
tired storekeeper. He died in 1888 and his wife Julia
followed him in 1892. Julia, the youngest daughter
inherited, or at least occupied, the family home after
that.

The 1880 census is the first that gave any indication
of the location of the Drury home. The annotation
“East side of New Brunswick & East Brunswick Turn-
pike” was as specific as it got.

References to Drury’s Hill were fairly common in area
news of the late 19*" and early decades of the 20"
century. Literally hundreds of mentions turn up in
searches of old newspapers, most, not surprisingly,
published in New Brunswick. The most common ref-

w p S location of the Drury estate.
erences seem to be the vaguest. “Near Drury’s Hill” is Map from the collection of the South River

how they’re often phrased, with no real hint of the Historical & Preservation Society.
location.

This intriguing item appeared in a January 27, 1906, issue of the Home News. “The Magyar
Hungarians are arranging plans for the erection of a large church of their own in the neighbor-
hood of Levinson’s Heights (better known as Drury’s Hill) in the early spring.” Levinson’s
Heights was a new name to add to the puzzle.

In the early 1900s and continuing into the 1920s, there are many articles about lawn parties,
socials and other events held at Drury’s Hill. Other references to Julia Drury describe her home
as being on Prospect Street, Prospect Heights, Prospect Hill, or Drury Heights, yet more names
to add to the mix.

In 1916, Drury’s Hill was one of the places where guards were stationed to prevent children un-
der the age of 16 from entering South River. The measure was intended to protect the borough
against the spread of infantile paralysis. In 1920, and again in 1924, there were funerals held
at the residence of Miss Drury, Drury’s Hill, South River. The first was for 13-year old Leon
Dorn and the second for 101-year old Sophia Tice.

The list of references goes on. Taken together they pinpoint Drury’s Hill as starting at Old
Bridge Turnpike and running down Prospect Street. Julia died in 1928, and within a few years,
the property was taken over by the borough. When it was sold in 1945, it was described as
“consisting of about 144 building lots.”

The hunt for the location of Drury’s Hill could have been shortened if the final reference found
had turned up earlier. According to her February 14, 1962 obituary, Anna Everitt Rose Brown,
granddaughter of Ebenezer and Julia Drury, “was born on April 24, 1872, on Drury’s Hill, South
River, a land grant from King Charles I1.” It goes on to say that “Drury’s Hill is the section
where Prospect Street joins the Old Bridge Turnpike.”

The bit about the land grant from King Charles II is interesting, if true, but that’s a puzzle for

another day. n



Firefighters 9/11 Memorial

South River will soon have a new memorial. The South River Exempt Firemen’s Association of
the South River Fire Department has commissioned well-known local sculptor Blaise Batko to
design a monument to honor the firefighters and other first responders who died as a result of
the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

The memorial will be located adjacent to the South River Fire Department headquarters build-
ing at the corner of Jackson Street and Raritan Avenue. A formal dedication ceremony will be
held later this year, on the 20™ anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.

The focal point of the memorial will be a steel artifact recovered from the remnants of the
World Trade Center. The piece was obtained on behalf of the South River Historical & Preserva-
tion Society and has since been shared with the Exempt Firemen’s Association for incorporation
into the new public monument.

The committee for the project is being chaired by Paul Migut, an active firefighter, member of
the Exempt Firemen’s Association, and member of the society’s executive board. Committee
members include Migut, Robert Bodak, Eric Gartner, Steve Kuzmack, Charles Matts III, Thomas
Swenticky, Wayne Wagner, Exempt Association President Charles Willever, and Fire Depart-
ment Chief Gerry Murphy. Donations from citizens and businesses are funding the memorial.
No public funds will be used.

More than 1,500 artifacts collected from the site of the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center
have been distributed to fire and police departments, museums, municipalities, and organiza-
tions across the United States, as well as to other parts of the world. Over a third of them went
to groups in New York and New Jersey. For more on 9/11 memorials, visit the Memorials Regis-
try, part of the 9/11 Memorial & Museum website at: registries.911memorial.org/#/memorials.

The history of the Exempt Firemen’s Association dates back to 1925 when it was originally in-
corporated. Alvie Peterson, a former South River Fire Chief, served as the first president of the
organization.

The South River Exempt Firemen memorial was erected in front of the Borough Hall on Main
Street in 1954. The bell that was the centerpiece of that memorial in now located at the new
Fire Department headquarters where it was moved after construction of the building was com-
pleted. The new memorial will be in good company.

FUTURE SITE OF
SOUTH RIVER FIRE DEPARTMENT
9/11 MEMORIAL

DEDICATION
SEPTEMBER 11, 2021

THANK YOU
FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!

The banner announcing the September dedication of the South River Fire Department 9/11 Memorial.




| P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTICF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

Time Capsule Survey—Update

2020 is a year to remember for many reasons, not the least of which is the postponement of
the celebration of South River’s 300" anniversary. The February 2021 issue of South River His-
torical & Preservation News included a short piece about the new time capsule that we hope to
bury later this year in honor of that anniversary, along with a link to a survey about what
should be included in the time capsule.

We've received an interesting variety of suggestions in response to the survey. Not surprising-
ly, one of the most popular suggestions was a face mask, and from two respondents, a more
specific request for a South River Rams face mask. Other items that were suggested include
the following.

e Photographs of the entire SRPD, school buildings and administrators, local business-

es, the Causeway, Main Street, the Black Lives Matter march, the unveiling of the

banner for South River’s 300™" anniversary, fashions of the period, and more.

Videos of SRHS digital commencement and senior awards

Aerial photographs and video of residential areas

Items from the anniversary (e.g., window cling and tote bag)

A yearbook from one of the schools and one of the t-shirts given out to elementary

school students that referenced surviving the quarantine

Newspaper clippings or artifacts related to the November election

e Letters from individuals of different age groups on how the pandemic impacted them

e Menus from local restaurants and a list of local businesses, particularly any that
closed in 2020

e Technology such as an iPhone or an MP3 player with music from every decade

There are too many suggestions to list them all here, but we’ll be considering all of them when
planning moves forward. It’s not too late to submit your suggestions. The anonymous online
survey is still accessible at: forms.gle/vQBMTgXnzHw2rjn77. You can also send suggestions via
email, Facebook, postal mail, or phone.




2021 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: r
Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: r
. Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

I:' Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r
Lifetime - Individual $250.00

r Business Patron (Life) $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of I:' in memory of:

$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.

South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ I:' in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.
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