
  

 
 

  

 
President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead 

 
Before I begin my observations on 2020, I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy, HOPEFUL and Healthy 2021! I look forward to returning to our 
beloved museum and perhaps an adjusted way of life at some point. 
 

January 2020 brought us great anticipation and planning for South 
River’s 300 year celebration. The opening paragraph of my message in 
our February 2020 newsletter read “As we begin the year 2020, we have 
so much to look forward to and for which we can be thankful. I person-
ally wish you all good health and may all your dreams come true this 
year. We are beginning our celebration of South River’s 300th Anniver-
sary with lots of events, celebrations, and historic memories. It will be 
exciting to learn even more about our special town’s beginnings, growth, 
and current standings.” 
 

This was not to be in 2020. COVID-19 
took over our lives and lifestyles. 
Adapting was difficult to say the 
least. Trying to understand was try-
ing. We found ourselves in a horrid 
lockdown with many isolated from 
family, friends, and work. A lot of loss 
in every way of life was and is being 
suffered. 
 

We continued to communicate using email, texts, phone, and social me-
dia, but that personal feeling you get from one-on-one conversation was 
sadly missing. It was time to find new ways (to some) of communi-
cating. The world became a ZOOM everything… We Zoom meetings, 
contract negotiations, birthdays, anniversaries, parties, weddings, funer-
als, holidays, whatever we can. Perhaps the saddest of all is Zoom 
school. 
 

For the executive board of our society, Zoom turned out to be a wonder-
ful way for us to communicate. Seeing everyone all at once was a great 
feeling for me. I remember the smiles on everyone’s faces. It was just 
what we needed to move forward with our work and committees. We 
were able to have discussions without waiting for answers to emails, 
etc., and accomplished more than we had in months. 
 

As I mentioned during our last Zoom, for me virtual meetings are basi-
cally modern séances… “Are you there?” “Make a sound if you can hear 
us.” “Can you hear us?” “We can’t see you!!” 
 

Now, we move forward one day at a time while we wait until we can 
open our museum and are able to once again gather together for meet-
ings and programs. 

 
 

Plans for 2021 
 
The Executive Board 

has made the 
decision to keep the 

museum closed 
for the first half of 

the year, 
January to June. 

We will reopen when 
it is once again safe 

to begin 
planning public 

events and opening 
our public spaces. 

 

Plans for the 
celebration of 

South River’s 300th  
anniversary haven’t 
been forgotten. We 
expect to open the 
time capsule and 

celebrate a delayed 
300th in 2021.  

 

Should you need to 
contact us, please 

reach out via email, 
Facebook, or postal 
mail. You can also 
call the museum 

and leave a  
message, but as 

is normally the case, 
you are likely to get 
a faster response if 
you send an email 

message. 
 

Please check the 
website, Facebook, 
and our newsletters 
for updates. New 

information will be 
posted as it 

becomes available. 
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The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and 

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory. 

http://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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ingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe we 
have made a mistake, please let us know. 
 

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always 
welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be 
received by March 10. 
 

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your 
newsletter via email by sending a message to:  
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  Traci Alai 
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  Stephanie Bartz 
  Al Baumann 
  Joanne Dembinski  
  Hank Dziemian 
  Will Goepfert 
  Linda Grimm 
  Jennifer LaScala 
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  Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano 
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  Woodis Booraem (2002) 
  Ann Rafano (2003) 
  Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
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Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters 
with more than 200 photo-
graphs and descriptive 
captions. Pub. June 2015. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3, 
$1.00 — Old School Baptist 
Church, 1894; Main St., 
1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School 

Baptist graveyard. 
 

Tote Bag Celebrating 
South River’s 300 Year 
History, 1720-2020  – 
$4.00 — Black with white 
print [12" x 9" x 4-1/2"].  
 

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward 
Lange Painting of 
Klauser’s South River 

Hotel and the Riverfront – $15.00  
[11”x 17” unframed] 
 

Medallion Ornament Memorializing 
the Old School Baptist Church (now 
South River Museum) – $10.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes – Set of 5, 
$2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an 
1894 photograph of the church.  
 

Lapel Pin – $5.00 — Collectible pin 
commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch]. 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage. 
Please contact us by email or visit 
our website for additional items 
and information. 

mailto:southriverhistory@gmail.com


 

 

New Acquisitions 
 

 Photograph of the Nonpareil Club and the 
Columbia Band. Donated by Nancy Bergen. 

 1975 SRHS class ring and a Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse bandanna made by J&A 
Woronowicz, South River, NJ. Donated by 
the South River High School. 

 

Looking Back on 2020 
 
The events of 2020 caused many activities to grind to a halt in March, but time marches on and 
the business of keeping the society and the museum running continued. New donations were 
accepted and processed, newsletters were published, Facebook and the website were updated, 
scholarships were awarded, planning for South River’s 300th anniversary continued, a new vid-
eo series was launched, and responses were sent to a wide range of inquiries related to the 
history of South River. Looking back on it, it was a very full year in spite of all its shortcomings. 
 

The fall also saw a substantive update to the society’s bylaws. The election of officers and trus-
tees normally takes place at the November annual meeting. The cancellation of that meeting 
created the need for an alternative method of holding an election. While the work of the Nomi-
nating Committee was going on, the bylaws were redrafted so that nominations could be pre-
sented to and voted on by the Executive Board. Additional revisions were also proposed. At a 
November board meeting, the new bylaws were approved and the election was held.  
 

The 2020 officers were re-elected for the 2021 term. Trustees Jennifer LaScala and Walter 
Woronowicz were also re-elected. Carol Payor and Donna Rafano completed their terms as 
trustees and were replaced by Will Goepfert and Ken Roginski, both of whom have previously 
served as trustees. Rafano continues as a member of the board in her role as chair of the Pub-
licity Committee. Congratulations to all! 
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Special Acknowledgements 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

    In Memory of: 
 

      William C. & Ethel Denny  
by Colleen Denny Hertel  

      Mildred Stults Garrigan & Beatrice Stults  
 by Myles “Scotty” Garrigan  
      Daniel & Evelyn Golden  

by Roger & Joanie Golden  
      Stanley “Sonny” Lewandoski  

by Tom & Marilyn Anastasio  
      Stephen Rhatican & Sister Mary Rhatican 

Hudson both of whom were active in the 
200th Anniversary  

 by Diane Hudson  
 

    OSBC Cemetery Conservation Program: 
 

      Eileen White 
 

    General Fund: 
 

      John M. Holod 
      Joanne G. Senko 
      Michele Senko 
      Judith G. Smith 

with a matching gift from The Johnson & 
Johnson Family of Companies Matching 
Gifts Program 

      John & Alexis Stashkevetch  
 

During this time when the museum continues to 
be closed and our meetings, programs, and oth-
er events have all been cancelled or postponed, 
the South River Historical & Preservation Socie-
ty is especially appreciative of your continued 
interest and ongoing support for the society and 
the South River Museum. We look forward to a 
time when regular programming can resume.  

 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation 
Society extends its sincere sympathies to 
the family of Brian Sicknick, the U.S. Capitol 
Police officer who died after sustaining inju-
ries in the line of duty at the U.S. Capitol.  

 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation 
Society extends its sincere sympathies to 
the family of former society member Stanley 
“Sonny” Lewandoski. 



 Timeline of South River History —The Public Schools 
 
This is the third installment in our series detailing events in the history of South River. It com-
plements our YouTube video on “The Public Schools of South River” that was published in Janu-
ary. Visit https://youtu.be/WvLyCoNhRR4 to see the video. 
 
1824 
 The first school known to have been within the limits of the village of Washington was locat-

ed near what is now the corner of Main and DeVoe Streets. Said to have been built in the 
1700s, the earliest specific information regarding the building is that Frederick Stults taught 
there in 1824 and 1825. 

1838 
 A one story brick schoolhouse located on Main Street across 
from Thomas Street replaced the original log schoolhouse. 
1852 
 The school on Main Street was enlarged to include a second 
story.   
1867 
 The Main Street school building was renovated.  
1885 
 Washington School No. 1 opened on Thomas Street. It had two 
rooms on the first floor and two rooms on the second floor. The 
school on Main Street was sold and converted into a private resi-
dence. 
1892 
 An addition was completed at rear of the school on Thomas 
Street. 
1896 
 New wings were added on either side of the original school 
building on Thomas Street. Since it was the only public school in 
South River at the time, 
it included all grades.  

1910 
 School No. 2 was erected on Charles Street in the 

area known as Willettsville. The two story brick 
building had eight classrooms. It opened in No-
vember for primary and elementary school clas-
ses. 

1915 
 School No. 3, located at the corner of Prospect 

and William Streets, opened in January in time for 
the spring school term. It included 8 classrooms 
plus a manual training room, a cooking and sew-
ing room, a typewriting room, an office, and an 
assembly hall. It accommodated primary and ele-
mentary school classes as well as the high school 
which moved from School No. 1. 

1917 
 An eight room addition to School No. 2 was com-

pleted. 
1921 
 School No. 1 was remodeled and enlarged to ac-

commodate the South River High School which 
returned after having been housed in School No. 
3 since that building was opened. The 1892 addi-
tion at the rear of the school on Thomas Street 
was removed and an auditorium and other rooms 
were added. During the construction, classes were 
distributed among School No. 2, School No.3, and 
the borough hall. 
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Charles Bissette’s 1985 sketch of the 
original school on Thomas Street. 

Early views of Schools  No. 2 (Willett) 
and No. 3 (Lincoln). 

Postcards from the collection of Stephanie Bartz. 



 Timeline — continued from page 4 
 
1922 
 At the May 4 meeting of the Board of Education a “motion was made and carried that 

henceforth School #2 & #3 be known as Samuel Willet School and Lincoln School respec-
tively.”  

1924 
 A sixteen room addition to Willett School was 

completed in time for the 1924-1925 school year. 
1929 
 After students from neighboring communities 

boosted the enrollment of the high school, one 
final ten room addition was added to the building 
on Thomas Street. 

 The William Campbell School, located at the cor-
ner of David Street and Johnson Place, opened for 
primary and elementary school classes in Sep-
tember. It was a two story brick building with 
twelve classrooms, a library, a teachers' room, a 
principal's office, a nurse's room, a combination 
gymnasium auditorium and other amenities. It 
was named in honor of Professor William C. 
Campbell, who served as principal of the public 
schools for 21 years. 

1932 
 The former school building on Main Street was de-

molished. 
1961 
 The new South River High School on Montgomery 

Street opened in September. The former high 
school on Thomas Street became the South River 
Junior High School. 

1977 
 Following the graduation of the final class of stu-

dents from Spotswood, the last of the neighboring communities to send students to South 
River, the South River Junior High School was converted to the South River Middle School. 
Ninth grade classes were moved to the South River High School on Montgomery Street. 

1979 
 An addition to Willett School was completed in time for the start of the school year on Sep-

tember 5. It included a new stairwell, an elevator, a nursing station, a resource room, and a 
teacher’s conference room. 

5 

Top: An early view of Campbell School. Bottom: The 
South River High School on Thomas Street in the 1940s 

era. Postcards from the collection of Stephanie Bartz. 

The South River High School on Montgomery Street in 2020.  Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

Continued on Page 6 



 Timeline — continued from page 5 
 
1982 
 Lincoln School closed due to declining enrollment. 
1995 
 The Lincoln School building was sold to the borough and was used for borough activities for 

some years. 
1997 
 The new Elementary/Middle School was com-
pleted at Johnson Place and Montgomery Street. 
The school opened for classes on November 18.  
 Willett School, Campbell School, and the South 
River Middle School were all closed and the stu-
dents transferred to the new school. 
1998 
 The former Willett School building was sold to 
Moshe Aaron Yeshiva High School. 
1999 
 The 70 year old William Campbell School build-
ing at the corner of David Street and Johnson 
Place was demolished in November. 

2001 
 The school building on Thomas Street was sold 

to Darul Arqam by the borough. The Darul Ar-
qam School opened in the former public school 
building for the September 2002 term. 

2005 
 The primary school building was erected at the 

former site of the William Campbell School at 
the corner of David Street and Johnson Place. 
The school opened on September 6. 

2015 
 The former Willett school building open as the 

Pillars Preparatory Academy in 2015 after hav-
ing been sold a second time. 

2017 
 The Lincoln School building stood empty for 

many years until it was finally demolished in June after having been sold to a developer. 

The South River Elementary/Middle School in 2020.   
Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

A 2020 view of the South River Primary School.  
Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

History @ Home 
 
One of the outgrowths of the closures necessitated by the 
pandemic was a new focus on engaging our community 
both near and far in nontraditional ways. The most recent 
effort resulted in the development of a web page to high-
light home-based activities that feature an aspect of South 
River history. 
 

The new page gathers together digital and downloadable 
resources for home use. Among the offerings are jigsaw 
puzzles featuring images from South River’s past, a color-
ing book page showing St. Mary of Ostrabrama Church, 
and a crossword puzzle to test your knowledge of South 
River. Also included are links to photograph and newspa-
per sites to explore, and the video series that was intro-
duced in May 2020. 
 

The page is part of the South River Historical & Preserva-
tion Society web site and is accessible at: 
 

sites.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/historyathome.html 
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 2021 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History 
High School Essay Contest 

 

Do you know a student who lives in South River and who will be graduating from high school 
in 2021? If they’re planning to continue their education, they’re eligible for our scholarship 
contest regardless of the high school they’re attending. Please share this information. 
 

Award amounts: 1st place - $500; 2nd place - $350; 3rd place - $150 
 

Deadline for entries: April 15, 2021 
 

Eligibility: Open to all graduating high school seniors who are residents of South 
River and who are planning to continue their education. 
 

Description: To apply for the award, submit a typed essay of no less than 1,000 
words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) describing some-
thing that took place in South River in your lifetime. An event need only be of sig-
nificance to you; it need not have been a major event in South River’s history. 
 

Essays are judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will 
be added to the permanent collections at the South River Museum – Old School Baptist 
Church. The winning essay will be published in the Society’s September newsletter. Judging 
is based solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the 
judges.  
 

Applicable Majors: All fields of study 
 

Submissions must be sent via email and must include your: 
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 school name 
 expected date of 

graduation 
 date of submission 

 future education plans 

(e.g, college name) 

 full name 
 address 
 phone number 
 email address 

Email the electronic version to:  southriverhistory@gmail.com 
 

You may also opt to mail a paper version to:  
South River History Essay Contest 
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 446 
South River, NJ 08882 

 
Questions?  Contact southriverhistory@gmail.com  
 
************************************************************************** 
Previous Winners 
2020 
1st Place - Jillian Fernandes, SRHS 
2nd Place - Alyssa Hernandez, SRHS 
3rd Place - Zachary Tamajon, SRHS 
2019 
1st Place - Evan E. Gartner, SRHS 
2nd Place - Hannah Kurtz, SRHS 
3rd Place - Paige Edwards, SRHS 
2018 
1st Place - Cameron Santoro, SRHS 
2nd Place - Sophia DiGiovanni, SRHS 
3rd Place - Amani Hassan, SRHS 
2017 
1st Place - Alexis Steffaro, SRHS 
2nd Place - Nick Errico, SRHS 
3rd Place - Sarah Brister, SRHS 
 

2016 
1st Place - Deyvid Vasilev, SRHS 
2nd Place - Tricia Raquepo, SRHS 
3rd Place - Chase Petras, SRHS 
2015 
1st Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex 
     County Vocational & Technical HS 
2nd Place - Arianna Brister, SRHS 
3rd Place - Brandon Madalone, SRHS 
2014 
Liliya Marach, SRHS 
2013 
Bridget LaPlante, SRHS 
Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr HS 



P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       
Website: http://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTJCF 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]     

Time Capsule Survey 
 
In 1970, when South River celebrated its 
250th anniversary, a time capsule was bur-
ied to commemorate the occasion. That 
time capsule, buried in front of the South 
River Museum, is covered by a plaque that 
reads “Borough of South River, Middlesex 
County, New Jersey, Time Capsule, 1970-
2020.” 
 

In keeping with the inscription, the time capsule was scheduled to be dug up and opened in 
April 2020. Events of the year prevented that from happening. The corollary is that the new 
time capsule that was being planned to commemorate South River’s 300th anniversary didn’t 
get buried. 
 

Planning for the two events has been postponed, but not cancelled. A belated 300th anniversary 
celebration is expected to include the opening of the existing time capsule and the later burial 
of a new time capsule. The existing stainless steel capsule is a six foot tall tube about 7 inches 
in diameter. Once unearthed and emptied, it will need to be inspected to determine its suitabil-
ity for reuse.  
 

In preparation for the time when planning for anniversary events resumes, suggestions for 
what should be included in a new time capsule are being collected. What would you like to see 
included in a new time capsule to represent South River at 300 years? If a new time capsule is 
buried, what should be put on the plaque?  
 

Please give us your input. An anonymous form has been posted online to collect responses, but 
you can also send suggestions via email, Facebook, postal mail, or phone. There’s no limit to 
the number of suggestions you can submit.  
 

To complete the online survey visit forms.gle/vQBMTqXnzHw2rjn77. 

mailto:SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory


2021 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our  newsletter .           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 

 

         $________      in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our  newsletter .          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

     

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


