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Plans for 2020

In order to protect
both volunteers and
members of the
public, the executive
board of the South
River Historical &
Preservation Society
has made the
decision to cancel all
regular museum
hours and programs
for the remainder of
2020. Plans for
events related to
South River’s 300th
anniversary are still
being considered.
Plans for 2021 will
be reviewed
later this year.

We regret the
inconvenience.
Should you need to
contact us, please
reach out via email,
Facebook, or postal
mail. You can also
contact us by phone
and leave a
message at the
museum, but please
be aware that while
the building is
closed messages are
not being retrieved
on a regular basis.

Please check the
website, Facebook,
and our newsletters

for updates. New
information will be

posted as it
becomes available.

NEwWS

President’s Message — by Nan Whitehead

I became a member of the South River Historical & Preservation Society
quite by accident, or perhaps it was fate. In June 2006, my mother read
a letter to the editor that was written by Dick Meyers, the society’s pres-
ident at the time. The letter concerned the possibility that the former
Whitehead homestead might be torn down to create a parking lot for the
church that owns the property. This, of course, did not sit well with me.
Dick was advocating in favor of saving the home and all its history.

At the time, | was unaware of this crucial organization working to pre-
serve the history of a town that means so much to me. | was eager to
find out more and become a participant. That’s exactly what | did. |
joined the “fight” and now, although altered in many ways, our family
home continues to stand as one part of the great history of South River.

I credit Dick Meyers with teaching me how and where to start my gene-
alogy mission. Quite hon-
estly, | had little idea
where to begin, nor was |
aware of all the resources
available to me. We started
at the museum one Sun-
day. | brought the White-
head Bible and the Peter-
son Bible. Both would help
me as well as him with
tracing our family histories.

My Whitehead grand-
mother’s maiden name was |
Roller. Dick was related to
the Petersons. He had a record of a Roller marrying a Peterson and
thought maybe somewhere many times removed we were related. Un-
fortunately, that search was never completed, but it was fun to work on.

The portrait of the Silver Star Club from
the South River Museum.
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That Sunday he helped me find items related to my grandmother. The
most striking to me was the photograph of the Silver Star Club with her
seated in the middle. He showed me a notebook where she kept minutes
when she was secretary of the club in 1901. There before me was her
exquisite handwriting. Tears came to my eyes when | realized that alt-
hough she was only 17 or 18, her confidence showed in her script. It
brought back memories of the time |1 had with her as a child.

This story is my example of why it is so important to preserve our histo-
ry and make it available for future curiosity seekers. | would never have
known this special story if | hadn’t taken advantage of the history well
kept by the society. | will always remember that Sunday at the museum
and my discoveries. It meant more then | can ever express.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and

knowledge of the history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory.




South River Historical & Preservation News

Published five times a year by the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Editor: Stephanie Bartz To Our Readers:

Contributors: The South River Historical & Preservation News will-
Marilyn Anastasio Ann Rafano ingly corrects its factual errors. If you believe we
Stephanie Bartz Nan Whitehead have made a mistake, please let us know.

Paul Migut Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always

welcomed. Submissions for the next issue must be

Mailings & Distribution: received by October 10.

Joann Smith-Goepfert

William Goepfert Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your

newsletter via email by sending a message to:
southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2020 EXECUTIVE BOARD ‘ SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

OFFICERS TRUSTEES South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
President: Traci Alai Includes seven chapters
Nan Whitehead Nick Bachar with more than 200 photo-
Vice President: Stephanie Bartz graphs and descriptive
Sara-Ann Goldman Al Baumann captions. Pub. June 2015.
Secretary: Joanne Dembinski
Richard Alai Hank Dziemian Postcards — Set of 3,
Treasurer: Linda Grimm $1.00 — Old School Baptist
Marilyn Anastasio Jennifer LaScala Church, 1894; Main St.,
Kevin LaScala 1906; and Frazee Urn & Old School

Immediate Past President:  Carol Payor Baptist graveyard.

Brian Armstrong Donna Rafano Tote Bag — $4.00
Walter Woronowicz

Historical Calendar, 2020
— $8.00 — Features historic

COMMITTEES images and captions.

Photographic Reproduc-
tion of an 1882 Edward
Lange Painting of

Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz
Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano
Calendar—Donna Rafano

Contingency Planning—Paul Migut Klauser’s South River
Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert Hotel and the Riverfront — $15.00
Grants—Brian Armstrong [11”x 17" unframed]

Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong

Hospitality—Linda Grimm Medallion Ornament Memorializing

the Old School Baptist Church (now

Membership—Marilyn Anastasio - -
Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz South River Museum) — $10.00
Program—Sara-Ann Goldman Old School Baptist Church Note
Publicity—Donna Rafano Cards with Envelopes — Set of 5,
Scholarship—Joann Smith-Goepfert and $2.50; set of 10, $4.00 — Features an
Brian Armstrong 1894 photograph of the church.
Web Site—Stephanie Bartz ) ) .
Lapel Pin — $5.00 — Collectible pin
HONORARY TRUSTEES commemorating the South River Muse-
um [7/8 inch].
Woodis Booraem (2002) Doris Miller (2008) Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
Ann Rafano (2003) Robert Rafano (2008) tions and do not include postage.
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) Brian Armstrong (2014) | pjease contact us by email or visit
Stephanie Bartz (2007)  Iris Schmitt (2014) our website for additional items

and information.




Membership News

In recognition of the fact that the majority of
our museum hours and programs have been
cancelled for 2020, the executive board of the
South River Historical & Preservation Society
has voted to extend all 2020 memberships
until June 2021.

It's not too late to send in your membership
dues for 2020 though. In spite of the current
limitations, we are still relying on your sup-
port to fulfill our mission of preserving and
promoting South River’s rich history.

You can renew, or submit a new membership
for yourself or a friend, using the form includ-
ed in this newsletter. Membership forms can
also be downloaded from the website.

Before sending a renewal, please contact us
by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com or
check the mailing label on this newsletter to
find out when your membership expires.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued sup-
port. All dues and donations are tax deducti-
ble. Thank you!

Special Acknowledgements

During this time when the museum is closed
and our meetings, programs, and other events
have all been cancelled or postponed, the South
River Historical & Preservation Society is espe-
cially appreciative of your continued interest
and ongoing support for the society and the
South River Museum.

CONTRIBUTIONS
In Memory of:

George F. Crawford, Jr. & Frank Crawford
by Dianne Crawford Tate

Asunta (Sue) Dill by Anna Wolan Cygan

Matt Rein by Donna Roehsler

General Fund:
Stephanie & Ed Bartz
300™ Anniversary:

Elizabeth Litarowich

In Memoriam

New Acquisitions

e Reprint of a 1907 era photograph of Joseph
(2 yrs.) and Bernard (7 mos.) Mark; reprint
of an undated photograph of Joseph and
Clara Mark with their 4 children and Jo-
seph’s mother and sister.
Donated by Geraldine Mark
Stapleton.

Digital copy of a photograph
from the opening of Harry’s
Department Store at 51 Main
Street, 1946. Donated by
Elliot Fisch.

Commemorative postal cover
from the 1942 dedication of
the South River Post Office,
featuring a photograph of the |&*,
building and the signature of
postmaster Charles Hausser-
man, sponsored by the Inter- (&g >
national Stamp Club. Donated |E®.
by Dorothy Messaka.

Set of tickets for “a continu- ||}
ous ride from” New Brunswick |}
to Milltown, Milltown to South (&
River, and South River to
Sayreville via the Public Ser-
vice Corporation of NJ, Les- | oy
see Elizabeth & Raritan River |.
Street Railway Co., circa ear- |

Dorothy M. Barkelew, whose donation was fea-
tured in our June newsletter, passed away on
May 7, 2020 just weeks before the newsletter
was published. The South River Historical &
Preservation Society extends its sincere sym-
pathies to her family and friends.
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ly 1900s. Donated by Stepha- cutting the cake for the opening of Harry’s Department Store, 1946. Left to
right: Irving “Sonny,” Sylvia, Harry, Dorothy, and Sidney Rosenthal.

nie and Ed Bartz.
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Leaving My Mark — by lJillian Fernandes

** Jillian Fernandes is a member of the Class of 2020 of the South River High School. What fol-
lows is her winning essay from the 2020 Richard K. Meyers Memorial South River History High
School Essay Contest.**

When I am asked what South River means to me, | am always quick to say it’'s my home. It's
the town that I've been born and raised in, and the town | find comfortable and safe. It's also
home to most of my family and friends. While this is all very true, there is another aspect of
my hometown that | absolutely adore. The traditions that surround my community are incom-
parable to any other town that surrounds us. Taking part in these traditions allowed me to
leave my mark on South River, in which I consider myself most fortunate.

Going into high school, | was determined to be the best version of myself in which nothing
would hold me back. | strived to be outgoing, where | became friends with students of all clas-
ses, and where | participated in as many events and extracurriculars as | could possibly handle.
The relationships | have formed with peers and faculty during these last few years are ones
that I will hold and cherish post graduation. However, senior year was, by far, the most memo-
rable year in high school for me. In late September, | was voted one of six representatives that
would run for 2019 Homecoming Queen in October. What an honor it was that my fellow class-
mates voted me as someone worthy for this candidacy. The emotion that | felt was indescriba-
ble and humbling.

The week before Homecoming is known in our district as Spirit Week. It is filled with excite-
ment, emotion, and pride as each class battles for the title of most school spirit. During the
week, students from each class demonstrate school spirit by dressing up in accordance with
theme days and prepare for Spirit Games that will be held that Friday. Weeknights are also
filled with hard work and require all hands on deck as each class works on building their class’s
float that will debut during the parade on Homecoming day. It is one of the few most memora-
ble weeks of the school year and one that seniors make the most of knowing it is their last one.
It was heartbreaking to think this was the Iast Spirit week in which my class would come to-
gether for this event. Knowing g - s
this, we all tried our best to be [fm
in attendance and make mem- (i
ories that we would never for-
get.

The day of Homecoming came S sl
around and | experienced - _ e A e
what it was like to be part of W MR Bl
one of South River’s most
cherished traditions. The day
started with driving in a con-
vertible with my paired King
candidate and all other candi-
dates in the annual parade
that included each class’ float,
that would take us up Main
Street toward the High School.
The excitement of throwing
candy and hearing cheers from

all spectators was absolutely
amazing. Ultimately, we were King and Queen candidates Ryan Bird and Jillian Fernandes in the
greeted at our beloved football Homecoming parade. Driving the car is Danny Fernandes accompanied by

. Mariana Jorge. Photograph by Mario Rezkalla.
stadium by countless students, d graph by

teachers, administration and

residents. All candidates were guided to a certain section of the stands where we would view
the game and await halftime, in which Homecoming King & Queen would be announced and
crowned.

However, this day was of special significance for two other reasons as well. It was the 100th
year anniversary of South River Football. Football has always been a huge part of our town’s
history, producing pro football players, such as Joe Theismann, Drew

n Continued on Page 5



Leaving My Mark — continued from page 4

Pearson, and Kenny Jackson. For 100 years, our Rams proudly represent South River as they
play the sport they love at Denny Stadium. The Rams have an all-time record of 582-323-43
under 10 coaches. Our current head coach, Rich Marchesi, is actually the winningest head
coach in South River High School’s history. Celebrating this 100th year milestone was indeed
historical for all who attended. All current players, especially my senior classmates, expressed
their love for this football program they have been a part of these last few years, and the honor
they felt to take part in this anniversary season.

Also occupying a large section of the stands was the alumni of the Class of 1969, in which they
were celebrating their 50th year reunion. | could only imagine their feelings as they reminisced
their high school years. All I could think of was placing myself in these same stands 50 years
from now and knowing for certain | would be having the same feelings of pride and excitement
as | currently felt. Years could never erase the fact that once a Ram, always a Ram. These men
and women definitely demonstrated pride as they cheered their Rams on to their 26-0 victory
over Dunellen.

Even though I did not win Homecoming
Queen, | was elated to see my best friend
crowned Queen alongside her boyfriend, a
Ram football player, as King. This entire
A S e EeoERE 4 experience that | was so fortunate to share
L WO . ~ | with her, is definitely a top highlight of my
- ‘st | high school years. | look forward to coming
8 back next year to see them crown next
year’'s Homecoming King and Queen.

Later that night, the Homecoming Dance

4| allowed all high school students to get for-

& mally dressed and celebrate Rams victory

against Dunellen, the 100th anniversary of

%] Rams football, the beginning of a new

school year, our elected King and Queen,

and all the traditions that make South River

truly great. Homecoming is so much more

| than a dance, a parade, or a football game.

H It's an event that brings together a com-

8 munity of people, from current students to

former players and alumni of all ages, that

- | truly love our small town and all of it’s tra-
{ ditions.

K
»»»»»

s koo Over the past four years Spirit Week and
Mark Feniello, Steven R(_)driguez, Ana Fernande§, Jillian Homecoming has allowed me to demon-
Fernandﬁs, and I\ﬂlarlana Jorge at Homecoming. strate my school spirit and show my pride
Photograph by Fatima Fernandes. in being a Ram. These are traditions that |
am truly going to miss participating in as |
move on to the next chapter of my life. They will surely forever remain close to my heart.
South River is more than a town, it’s a part of me that has shaped me into the person | am. No
matter where | go, | know | will never forget where I came from, and | know I will always find
my way back home.

The banner for South River’s 300th anniversary was unveiled at the South River Museum on June 26.




Honoring the Past

Even in the midst of a pandemic, traditions continue and -
South River honors those who have gone before. On U
May 20, members of the Association of Exempt Firemen
of South River visited 9 cemeteries and placed 178 me-
morial flags at the graves of departed members. 104 of
those flags were placed at Washington Monumental
Cemetery.

Plans for a South River fire department were begun in
the mid-1890s, after an 1894 fire that some sources
said “threatened to destroy most of the town.” Newspa-
per accounts indicated that a bucket brigade stretching
to the river, and a shift in the wind, got the fire under
control before help could arrive from New Brunswick.

The Association of Exempt Firemen was an outgrowth of
the fire department that was formed in response to that =
1894 event. Although the association wasn’t organized
until January 1925, and officially recognized by the state
association in February of the same year, South River’s
exempt firemen were active prior to that time.

A February 8, 1918 meeting and social held at South
River by the Exempt Firemen’s Association of New
Brunswick was covered by the Daily Home News. At that
time, there were more than thirty South River Ex-
empts in the New Brunswick group and the sug-
gestion was already being made that a new group
should be formed in South River.

Above: Paul Migut
placing a flag at the
Klauser monument
| at Washington Monu-
1 mental Cemetery.
Left: The inscription
in memory of Elwood
Serviss and Amelia
Klauser Serviss. Pho-
tographs courtesy of
the Association of
Exempt Firemen of
South River.

Alvie Peterson, who served as South River’s fifth
fire chief in 1907-1908, was the first president
when the association was formed in 1925. Prior to
that time he served as one of the vice presidents
of the New Brunswick organization and vice presi- [i®
dent of the Exempt Association of the Third Con-
gressional District.

Memories Shared— Update

Our June newsletter included this photograph of the members of the 4-H horse club at the Mid-
dlesex County Fairgrounds in 1957. It was sent in by Reverend Fredric “Rick” A. Freese, Sr.
Thanks to his sister, who also appears in the photograph, we’ve been able to add a few more
names to the caption. Only one unidentified rider remains. Can you help us identify him?
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Left to right: Kathy Freese (standing); Rick Freese (mounted); [unknown]; Sandy Pawlowski (mounted); Lillian Daw-
son (mounted); Leo Kuberski (standing); Adelaide Dawson (mounted); Lynn Fry (mounted); Bill Segal (mounted);
Peter F. Martens, Middlesex County 4-H Club Agent (standing); Lenny Kuberski (mounted); Larry Segal (mounted);
Richie Havens (mounted).




We Get Letters

While we get a fairly constant stream of comments, notes, and inquiries via email and Face-
book, more traditional letters sent through postal mail are less common. When they do arrive,
they’re often noteworthy.

Early in May 2020, we published the first in our series of videos related to various aspects of
South River history. The topic was South River’s borough hall, erected in 1908. The video fea-
tures the collection of items that were recovered from the cornerstone of the building when it

> was remodeled and ren-
ovated before reopening
as the Criminal Justice
Building in 2003. Among
the items recovered was
a badly water-damaged
photograph of Joseph
and Bernard Mark, the
children of Mayor Jo-
seph Mark and his wife
Clara Kessler Mark.

A few weeks later, a let-
ter from the daughter of
the baby in the photo-
graph arrived in our
post office box. Thanks
to a cousin who is a
member of our society,
- , she learned about the
. { ER Bl | video and its connection
to her family. Included
with the letter was a re-

The photograph of Joseph and Bernard Mark found in the cornerstone of the 1908 print of the photograph
borough hall (left) and the reprint that was recently sent to the society, found in the corner-

stone.
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In June 2020, we received an unexpected thank you card

sent from Marburg, Germany. The writer had reached out
to the society in March in hopes of locating family mem-
bers residing in South River. With the help of the name of
a deceased relative and an address from 1978, we were
able to find enough information to put him in touch with
his relatives. He wrote:

I want to say how much | appreciate your support in
finding my relatives in the USA. | was very happy to
receive your emails about my cousins who still live in
South River. Thanks to your efforts I know a little bit

more about my family’s history and it’s very important -
to me. | appreciate the job you do and thank you for

your time! !

P.S. “Danke” is how we say

PRIORITY

“thank” you in German.
Many greetings from Germany!

Keep the cards, letters, emails, and | BN ARS 31 o 5d
questions coming! We appreciate
the opportunity it gives us to learn
more about and share aspects of
South River’s history.




. P.O. Box 446
| South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://southriverhistory.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3fNTJCF

Phone: 732-613-3078 [Messages only]

The Playlist

What started as a simple idea to showcase a time capsule has become
a regular series. Since our initial history video was posted in May, and
the possibility of additional videos was mentioned in our June newslet-
ter, the playlist has been expanded and more videos are in the works.

From May to July five history videos were produced.

= The South River Borough Hall

= Memorial Day Memories

= The South River Museum—A Tour for Government Day
= The South River Post Office, 1824-1942

= The Bridge at South River, New Jersey

The Borough Hall video detailed some of the history of the building, and
featured the contents of its original cornerstone. That video and those
that followed were a direct response to the cancellation of public events
like the opening of the anniversary time capsule and the Memorial Day
parade. The video about the South River Museum was created to re-
place the tours normally offered to South River’s third graders on Gov-
ernment Day. While more recent videos haven’t been event specific,
they’ve provided an opportunity to share more of South River’s history.

The August installment of the series features the South River trolley.
From 1895 until 1930, the trolley ran down Main Street from Old Bridge
Turnpike to Ferry Street, continuing to Jackson Street, the Causeway,
and the bridge.

Visit YouTube.com and search for South River history, or navigate to
https://bit.ly/3fNTJCF to access the videos. You can subscribe to the
channel or check back to find out when new videos are added.
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South River's Borough Hall

Presented by the
Mistorical £ Prossrvation Society
May 2020

Happy Memorial Day
South River, NJ

South River
Museum

A Tour for
Government
Day

Presented by the
Sauth River Histarical & Pressrvation Sociaty

The
South River
Post Office:
182459942

June 2020

The Bridge at
South River, New Jersey

Presented by the
South River Historical & Presorvation Socloty
July 2020




2020 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: r
Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: r
. Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

I:' Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r
Lifetime - Individual $250.00

r Business Patron (Life) $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of I:' in memory of:

$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.

South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ I:' in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




