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Next Meeting:
February 27

The Hall-Mills
Murder Case

The September 1922
murders of Reverend
Edward Wheeler Hall
and Eleanor Reinhardt
Mills, both of New
Brunswick, became a
media sensation. A trial
led to the acquittal of
those accused. Local
historian Richard Sears
Walling will present the
facts of the case along
with an overview of the
1926 trial.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.

Light refreshments will
be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to the
general public from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month
(second Sunday if the
first is a holiday)

February 3
March 3
April 7
May 5

President's Message by Nan Whitehead

It is a true honor for me to assume the role of president of the South River Historical
& Preservation Society. For those who don’t know me, my name is Nan Whitehead.

I am honoring my grandmother, Kathryne Roller Whitehead, with my service in this

position. She was an integral part of South River, having served and supported many
local organizations.

My branch of the Whitehead tree has deep roots in the community. I’d like to intro-
duce you briefly, beginning with
Samuel Whitehead, who settled in
the South River (formerly Washing-
ton) area in the first quarter of the
19" century. He started a peach farm
and nursery, which blossomed into a
vital shipping industry, exporting
peaches to locales up and down the
river as far as New York. Later, he
had a major clay and fire-sand min-
ing operation known as the White-
head Sand and Clay Company. With-
in a few years, they became almost
the only source of supply to New
York and surrounding cities. When
Samuel retired, four of his five sons
took over the business, with Charles
at the helm.
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Samuel owned a great deal of land in  Edward Whitehead (grandson of Samuel Whitehead)
South River, and donated the land with Kathryne Roller Whitehead and Charles White-
where Washington Monumental head, his wife and son, in Coral Gables, Florida,
Cemetery is located. He was noted circa 1938. Photograph from the collection

for his philanthropy, which he passed of Nan Whitchead.

on to his sons, and they passed on to their children. They were all community mind-
ed and helped South River to flourish.

My great grandfather, Charles, the oldest son of Samuel, supervised the operation in
South River. Charles built the company into the largest concern of its kind in the
United States. He was one of the best-known and influential men in Middlesex
County and was devoted to his community.

Edward, son of Charles, was my grandfather. He built our family home at 124 Main
Street. I’'m sure you will remember the controversy surrounding this landmark. It

ended with a good compromise. Continued on Page 6

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:

southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake,

please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.
Submissions for the next issue must be received by March 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2018 EXECUTIVE BOARD

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

OFFICERS

President:

Nan Whitehead
Vice President:

Sara-Ann Goldman
Secretary:

Richard Alai
Treasurer:

Marilyn Anastasio

Immediate Past President:
Brian Armstrong

COMMITTEES

Artifacts—Stephanic Bartz

TRUSTEES

Traci Alai

Nick Bachar

Al Baumann
John Costello
William Goepfert
Jennifer LaScala
Kevin LaScala
Paul Migut
Donna Rafano
Ken Roginski
Walter Woronowicz

Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano

Calendar—Donna Rafano

Contingency Planning—Paul Migut
Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert

Grants—Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong

Hospitality—Linda Grimm

Membership—Marilyn Anastasio

Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz

Program—Sara-Ann Goldman

Publicity—Donna Rafano

Scholarship—Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert

Web Site—Stephanic Bartz
HONORARY TRUSTEES

Woodis Booraem (2002)
Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)

Doris Miller (2008)
Robert Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)

South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Medallion Ornament
Commemorating the Old
School Baptist Church (now the South Riv-
er Museum) — $10.00

2019 Historical Calendars
$8.00 (2017 & older, $1.00)
Each calendar includes
historical images with
descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

1894 photo of the OSBC (now the South Riv-
er Museum); Frazee Urn & OSBC graveyard;
Main St., 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with
Envelopes — Set of 5 cards,
$2.50; set of 10 cards,
$4.00 Features an 1894
photo of the OSBC.
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Lapel Pin — $5.00

.| Collectible pin commemorat-
|| ing the South River Museum
— Old School Baptist Church
[size- 7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.

Iris Schmitt (2014)




2018 Annual Meeting

The history of Johnson Park and its race track was the focus of the program at the November 2018 annual
meeting of the society. Local historian Anthony Timek presented some of his research on the topic.

Using newspaper clippings, maps, programs,
photographs, and other materials obtained
from libraries, archives, and online sites,
Timek told the story of Johnson Park from
its early beginnings to the present. A 1936
donation from members of the Johnson fami-
ly to the newly established Johnson—New
Brunswick Foundation was the source of the
original 130 acres along Piscataway’s River
Road. The property was deeded to Middlesex
County for the purpose of establishing a
park. Additional property was subsequently
acquired to extend the park’s boundaries.

Originally constructed by a Works Progress
Administration workforce, open space, path-
ways, a zoo, a race track, stables, and other
features made Johnson Park a common part
of the lives of area residents. The track has
hosted pacers, trotters, horse shows, and oth-
er events. Riders from South River’s Ku-
berski stables featured prominently in some
of them.

The program also touched on other area race
tracks. Highland Park had one, and so did
South River during the last decade of the 19™
century. South River’s Middlesex Driving

lorse Racing Makes Comeback in County

Tere they come! Thrhunlﬂl- irol agaln In Middlesex couniy as horse raclng makes comeback
at Johnson FPark before crowd of 3,000, Nole En!llun of spectators in background.

3,000 See First Trotting Races
At Openiilg_ of Johnson Park Track

A September 21, 1941 newspaper item from The Sunday Times
(New Brunswick), courtesy of Newspapers.com.

Park was located along Old Bridge Turnpike, near Racetrack Road. It was home to horse races, bicycle rac-
es, and other activities, but survived for fewer than ten years before being sold in a foreclosure sale. Re-
search done by Mr. Timek revealed that there was an unsuccessful attempt to revive horse racing at the Driv-

ing Park in 1912.

The evening also celebrated the 30" anniversary of the South River Historical & Preservation Society. Be-
fore the cake was cut, Robert C. Rafano, one of the founding members of the society, spoke briefly about the
history of the group. While those who have contributed to the society are too numerous to name, he
acknowledged and thanked all those who have played a part in the success of the society since its inception.

Historian Anthony Timek responds to a question during his November presentation. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.




The Results Are In

In the fall of 2018, the society commissioned Dr. Tim
Horsley, of Horsley Archaeological Prospection, to con-
duct a ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey of the
graveyard behind the South River Museum. The intent
was to determine whether additional gravestones lie be-
neath the surface, and to identify likely areas for burials
that lack headstones.

Dr. Horsley’s final report was completed in January, 2019.
In addition to the data collected via GPR, he used infor-
mation gathered from the 1941 headstone transcriptions
done by the Genealogical Society of New Jersey, diagrams
from the 1993 and 2008 surveys done by the society, and
other information gleaned from records at the museum.

The fourteen page report is accompanied by twenty-four
renderings of the Old School Baptist graveyard. The fig-
ures range from a basic diagram of the cemetery property,
showing the locations of surface features such as monu-
ments and trees, to images from the various “slices” of the
ground penetrating radar survey, and a simplified interpre-
tation of the GPR survey results.

Due to the fragmented nature of those results, it was im-
possible for Dr. Horsley to clearly identify every burial.
His results are not considered conclusive. Instead they
identify probabilities and possibilities.

No additional gravestones were found, but the geophysi-
cal survey detected 82 probable and possible burials, as
well as 19 tentative burials. The latter outlines may have
been caused by natural variations in the soil. The oldest
available list of those buried in the graveyard includes on-
ly 75 names.

The survey also revealed some interesting anomalies. 18
of the existing 54 headstones and monuments are aligned
along the east side of the property, near the building at 62
Main Street. Although the majority of the 18 stones face
that building, the GPR shows no burials evident in the in-
tervening space between stones and building, and no indi-
cation that there were burials in that space. All of the adja-
cent burials appear to be on the back side of the row of
stones. Either the stones were moved, or they were origi-
nally placed as footstones rather than headstones.

Not all of the stones in other areas of the cemetery have
associated burials, so it’s clear, as has been rumored, that
some stones have been moved from their original locations
during the almost 100 years since the Old School Baptists
sold the property. 27 names have also disappeared from
the cemetery since 1941, either because stones have be-
come illegible or have disappeared.

We know more than we did before, but research continues
as we strive to learn more about the people who came be-
fore and the place that provides a home for the museum.

Old School Baptist Church Cematery, South River, New Jersey, Geophysical Survey, October 2018
Figure 15. GPR amplitude time-slice coresponding to approx. 1.2-1.3 m.b.s. (47.2°-51.27). 1:144; 1 inch = 12 feet]
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Below: A simplified interpretation of the GPR data.
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Old School Baptist Church Cemetery, South River, New Jersey. Geophysical Survey, October 2018,
Figure 24. Simplified interpretation of all significant GPR reflections (see text for details). 1:144; 1inch = 12 feet
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Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN MEMORY OF:

John E. Garboski by Jake Garboski
Daniel L. & Evelyn Golden
by Roger M. & Joanie Golden
Fay & Bill Hutchison by Janice & John Hutchison
Dorothy & Milton Lund
by Janice & John Hutchison
Mildred Stults & Beatrice Stults
by Myles “Scotty” Garrigan
Sister: Mae (Magie) F. Weck
by Donald Dermit Hansen

GENERAL FUND

Jack Ballo

Rosemary Erickson
Shannon Irish

Joanne G. Senko

Michele Senko

John & Alexis Stashkevetch

Time to Renew for 2019!

A new year has rolled around, so if you haven’t already
done so, please consider sending in your dues for 2019.
The society relies on your continuing support in order
to fulfill its mission of preserving and promoting South
River’s rich history.

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find out
when your membership expires. If you receive your
newsletter via email, or read it on the website, you can
inquire about your membership by sending an email to
southriverhistory@gmail.com. We’ll check our records
and let you know when your membership expires.

You can renew your membership or submit a new
membership for yourself or a friend using the form sup-
plied in this newsletter. Membership forms can also be
downloaded from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support. All
dues and donations are tax deductible.

Thank you!

This and That

e The Genealogical Society of New Jersey pub-
lished New Jersey Graveyard and Gravestone
Inscriptions Locators: Middlesex County in the
latter part of 2018. Compiled by Edward J. Ras-
er, the volume identifies and provides directions
for locating graveyards; provides information
about the origin, development, and interred pop-
ulations; and cites published and unpublished
resources for gravestone inscription information.
The society contributed one photograph to the
publication, as well as assistance with some pre-
liminary research and help with other images.
The book is available for purchase via the GSNJ
website: www.njgenealogy.com.

e A documentary featuring Joseph J. Pisinski, one
of the men whose name appears on the World
War II, Korean Conflict, Vietnam Conflict me-
morial in front of the museum, is in the works.
Rohna: Classified will tell the tale of a ship sunk
by one of the first guided missiles used in war.
To tell the story of Pisinski’s life before the war,
local filmmaker Jack Ballo is incorporating im-
ages obtained from the museum collections. The
preview trailer can be viewed on YouTube at:
https://youtu.be/a2qvI2VcHOY.

e Do you have a question about South River histo-
ry or a genealogical query about a South River
family? Simple or complex, we do our best to
answer every question that comes our way. Con-
tact us by email, Facebook, phone, or mail.

New Acquisitions

o Shoehorn, Capitol Shoe Shoppe; yardstick, Fee
Paint & Wallpaper; brick, Sayre & Fisher; ruler,
Laffin/Rams; Navy uniform, WWII or Korea era;
eight Csatari plates, Grandparents series, 1980-
1987. Donated by Darlene Mauro.

e DVD of 1976 to 1978 South River Middle School
field days. Donated by Valerie and George Strenk.

e Certificate designating Raymond C. Laffin a Naval
Aviator, June 15, 1944. Donated by Paul Santos.

o Photograph of the Polish Giants Athletic Associa-
tion baseball team, 1923-24 season. Donated by
John Rudy.
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President’s Message — continued from page 1

In 1902, after his first wife, Theresa Levinson, passed, Edward married my grandmother, Kathryne Roller. Ed-

ward already had two sons, Russell, age 12, and Milton,
age 8. They were married for ten years before my father
was born. The large age gaps prevented some of us from
knowing each other!

Edward continued the family work at Whitehead Sand
and Clay Company. He was also one of the founders of
the First National Bank of South River in 1902. He went
on to be elected vice president of the bank in 1906, and
served until he retired from the board in 1923 due to ill
health. He was on the board of directors of Washington
Monumental Cemetery and served his community in other
ways as well.

My father was Charles Whitehead, better known as Char-
lie Whitehead. He became nationally known for his ex-
ceptional achievements in amateur golf. He won the New
Jersey Amateur Golf Championship a record six times,
winning five in a row from 1938 to 1942. His achieve-
ments in golf are lengthy and helped put South River on the map in the sports world.

The Whitehead house, near the corner of
Main Street and Jackson Street, circa 1910.
Postcard from the collection of Stephanie Bartz.

Charlie served in World War II in the Army Air Force, where he was awarded a bronze star for coordinating
and using his building knowledge to guide his unit into making the airport in Hanau, Germany ready for
American occupation. Like his father, he served on the board of directors of the First National Bank and the
board of trustees of Washington Monumental Cemetery. In 1949, he married my mother, Evelyn Samuelson
Whitehead. They had three children Nan, Janice, and Diane.

I am proud to be the next president of the historical society in the town where my family made a great and
meaningful contribution. I am going to continue working on my Whitehead puzzle. I look forward to an event-
ful year for the society and to meeting more of you. Lots of good things are coming our way!

Spotlight on Facebook

One of the ways in which we measure community engagement with the society, and interest in South River
history, is through our Facebook page. Although the demographics haven’t changed much since the last time
we published a review, we can happily report that the numbers have increased.

In early 2016 we had fewer than 1,000 page “likes.” The current count stands at 1,321. 18 countries and terri-
tories on five continents are represented. The largest contingent is from the United States, and the largest sub-
group is, not surprisingly, in South River.

If you use Facebook, please visit our page, “like” it if you find it of interest, and share it with your friends!

15%
13% 14% 12%
Women
Fi
@ 61%
Your Fans 0.0757% 0.984% -
1317 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-84
ien o - - Raese
| 37% 5%
Your Fans ™ g%,

Aggregated demographic data about the people who like the society’s Facebook page based on the age and gender information they
provide in their user profiles. Numbers are estimated. Data and data analysis provided by Facebook.




Uncovering History

yielded much more than anyone involved in the project
ever expected. Funded by the Middlesex County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the New Jersey Historical Com-
mission, the idea for the project came out of the Middle-
sex County Office of Arts and History. The centennial of
the 1918 influenza epidemic seemed like the perfect time
to investigate the rumors of a common grave in South
River’s largest cemetery. With the cooperation of the
cemetery association and the assistance of the South Riv-
er Historical & Preservation Society, research for the pro-
ject started early in 2018.

The survey looked at the southeast corner of Washington
Monumental cemetery, near the intersection of Hillside
and Willett Avenues. Although Dr. Tim Horsley’s final
report on the survey was not yet available at the time of
this writing, preliminary information revealed the exist-
ence of almost 400 unmarked graves in the area surveyed.
Far from the mass grave reported by some news organiza-
tions, the conformation appears to be long rows of dis-
tinct burials.

While it is likely that many of the newly found graves are
from the 1918 epidemic, it’s also likely that others pre-
date that event. An 1898 photograph of that section of the
cemetery shows grave markers, typically white crosses,
that no longer exist. These and other earlier burials are
probably included among those revealed by the GPR.

With the geophysical survey complete, the research con-
tinues. Newspapers, state and local records, information
from existing gravestones, and family stories are all valu-
able sources. Comparative studies of other area cemeter-

The ground penetrating radar survey (GPR) conducted at Washington Monumental Cemetery in October 2018

i 1tal C. Y, South River, NJ. October 5th, 2018.
Simplified interpratation of all probabla (black) and possible (gray) burials

| - = ——— b

| "R mm === B
| = E., -
= S = Ex B .
’ == Sl =
| = -ﬂz- . i
4 = -f_._.

- -
- C i |®
i S=" e R
- -—:-- L]
_-a -

. EEE.!--:EE-: =
™
SESs==SSSSES .
EeSS= == o=
SEsmeE | =
E::"'"-:

T ]

| 5"":::":5; S==

| T e

| SSESSECs .

i 3-=+= - - r

I T . e

| ®

' o

)

[
| |
10 W™ W 4 WFe |

\ Horsloy Archacalogical Prospection, LLC | o 5 1 15 Meters

athasopeos.0om | timhorsisyome com | =

HE

ies are also being considered. Although there will be no individual identifications of those buried in the un-
marked graves, efforts continue to name those who died during the epidemic.

Not only has the story grabbed the attention of those with South River connections, it’s been featured in news-
papers like the Sentinel, the Suburban, the Home News Tribune, and the Star Ledger, and covered by televi-
sion and radio news outlets such as News12, NBC, CBS, and New Jersey 101.5.

Interpretation of the burials at Washington Monumental
Cemetery by Dr. Tim Horsley shows tightly
compact rows in the lower portion of the cemetery.
Image provided by the Middlesex County Office of
Arts and History.

An 1898 photograph of the southeast section of Washington
Monumental Cemetery. Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid.
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The Class of 2019

Each November at the annual meeting, the society elects four officers for the upcoming year and four trustees
for a three year term. Eight additional trustees continue their terms. The immediate past president and the
chairs of the fourteen standing committees round out the board.

At the end of 2018, Brian Armstrong stepped down after a ten year stint as premdent of the organization, and

the group welcomed former vice
president Nan Whitehead to the
position. Whitehead is joined by
former trustee Sara-Ann Goldman
as vice president. Rich Alai and
Marilyn Anastasio continue in their
respective positions as secretary
and treasurer.

Unlike most years, when one or
more of the trustees whose terms
have ended are eligible for and in-
terested in serving a second term,
this year saw the addition of four
trustees who are new to the board.
Traci Alai, Nick Bachar, Al Bau-
mann, and Kevin LaScala were
elected for the 2019—2021 term.

Congratulations to all of our newly
elected officers and trustees! May
2019 be a productive year.

New trustees (left to right) Nick Bachar, Traci Alai, Al Baumann, and Kevin LaScala
at the November 2018 annual meeting. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.




2019 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: r
Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: r
. Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

I:' Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r
Lifetime - Individual $250.00

r Business Patron (Life) $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of I:' in memory of:

$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.

South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ I:' in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




