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Next Meeting:
November 28

2018 Annual Meeting:
The History of
Johnson Park

and the Horse Track

Anthony Timek, local
historian and research
consultant, will relate
the history of
Piscataway’s Johnson
Park and its race track.
The slide presentation
will also touch on other
area race tracks,
including South River’s
Middlesex Driving
Park.

Please join us at
7:00 p.m. at the
South River Museum,
64-66 Main Street,
South River.

A light dinner
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to the
general public from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month
(second Sunday if the
first is a holiday)

November 4
December 2
January 9, 2019
February 3, 2019

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

As I conclude my ten years as president of the South River Historical & Preservation
Society, I would like to thank the executive board and the general membership for
giving me the opportunity to serve as the leader of the organization. I loved this job
and have enjoyed every minute of it.

Unlike Dick Meyers, the previous president, I was not born or educated in the bor-
ough. I felt it was my obligation to do a crash course on all aspects of the history and
geography of the area when I became president. Each topic that I researched provid-
ed me new insight into the history and people of South River. Shortly before Dick
passed in 2010, he told me that I did a good job on one of my presentations and that
it seemed like I had grown up in borough. I was moved by his comment and have
worked diligently since to learn as much as I can to help people with questions about
South River history and their families.

My favorite things
that I do for the or-
ganization are re-
search and answer
inquiries, act as a ‘
docent for the muse- |
um, and provide '
presentations and
walking tours. These
are things which are
not part of the presi-
dential job descrip-
tion and are things
that I plan to contin-
ue doing. I will also
continue to bring grant money to the organization and assist the new president and
executive board with whatever they need me to do. I plan to remain active in the or-
ganization like other former presidents: Marilyn Anastasio, Ann Rafano, Bob Ra-
fano, Donna Rafano, Ken Roginski, and Joann Smith-Goepfert.

Brian Armstrong (standing) in his element, during his June 2014
program entitled “1914: the Year that Changed the World, the
United States, and New Jersey.” Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

We have achieved a great deal in the last ten years including, cataloging 10,000 arti-
facts; maintaining our financial strength while providing maintenance to the build-
ing, cemetery and monuments on the property; helping students with scholarship
money; increasing membership; hosting great programs; and providing valuable in-
formation via correspondence, our newsletter, webpage, and Facebook page. All of
these items were collaborative efforts where other members of the organization
played a significant role.

Continued on Page 7

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-

rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake,

Marilyn Anastasio Brian Armstrong
Stephanie Bartz ~ Ann Rafano

please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.

Mailings & Distribution:

Joann Smith-Goepfert
William Goepfert

SRH&PS 2018 EXECUTIVE BOARD

Submissions for the next issue must be received by January 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

OFFICERS TRUSTEES

President: John Costello
Brian Armstrong Hank Dziemian

Vice President: William Goepfert

Nan Whitehead Sara-Ann Goldman

Secretary: Linda Grimm
Richard Alai Anita Hermstedt

Treasurer: Ryan Jones
Marilyn Anastasio Jennifer LaScala

Immediate Past President: f)ilﬁn?i%;fgano
Dick Meyers [Deceased] Ken Roginski

Walter Woronowicz
COMMITTEES

Artifacts—Stephanic Bartz

Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano
Calendar—Donna Rafano

Contingency Planning—Paul Migut

Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert
Grants—Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong
Hospitality—Linda Grimm
Membership—Marilyn Anastasio
Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz

Program—Nan Whitehead
Publicity—Donna Rafano
Scholarship—Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert
Web Site—Stephanic Bartz

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Woodis Booraem (2002)  Doris Miller (2008)
Ann Rafano (2003) Robert Rafano (2008)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) Brian Armstrong (2014)

Stephanie Bartz (2007) Iris Schmitt (2014)

South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Medallion Ornament
Commemorating the Old
School Baptist Church (now the South Riv-
er Museum) — $10.00

Historical Calendars —
$1.00 (2017 and older)
Each calendar includes
historical images with

descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

1894 photo of the OSBC (now the South Riv-
er Museum); Frazee Urn & OSBC graveyard;
Main St., 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with
Envelopes — Set of 5 cards,
$2.50; set of 10 cards,
$4.00 Features an 1894
photo of the OSBC.

T

e

Lapel Pin — $5.00

.| Collectible pin commemorat-
| ing the South River Museum
— Old School Baptist Church
[size- 7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.




The Delaware and Raritan Canal

Historian Linda Barth provided a tour of the state from Bordentown to New Brunswick in her September
26™ presentation on the Delaware and Raritan Canal. Built in the 1830s to provide safe transport for anthra-
cite coal and other freight shipped
between Pennsylvania and New
York, the main canal stretched 44
miles beginning at the Delaware Riv-
er and ending at the Raritan River.
Half of that main canal is located in
Franklin Township.

Barth included photographs, maps,
general history, and anecdotes in her
presentation, covering points of inter-
est on the journey from one end of
the canal to the other. She shared in-
formation about the people, business-
es, quarries, bridges, locks, acque-
ducts, and other aspects of the canal
which was used by yachts, mule-
pulled boats, military ships, and other
crafts.

Among the more interesting bits of

trivia included in the talk were the : :
following. Linda Barth points out detalls about the canal in an 111ustrat10n used during her

«  Mules were used to pull boats September 26™ presentation. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

through the canal. Many were
“Jersey teams” consisting of one black or dark-colored and one white or light-colored mule. The origin
of the name “Jersey team” is unknown.

e Many of the bridgetenders’ homes along the canal towpath still exist. All but one are owned by the state.

e Ice was harvested from the canal in the winter.

e Some boats travelling through the canal used a horn made out of a conch shell to notify the tender that a
bridge needed to be opened.

e Section or hinge-boats were used in place of large rigid boats in order to make it possible to turn a large
boat around in a narrow canal.

e In 1998, New Brunswick, working with the state, reopened part of the New Brunswick end of the canal
at what is now Boyd Park. The section includes the only working lock in New Jersey. The lock has never

- - actually been tested.

Part of the intracoastal waterway which
runs from Massachusetts down the east
coast, the canal was originally owned by
a private company, but is now part of a
state park. Delaware and Raritan Canal
State Park covers 70 miles and includes

| both the main canal and a feeder canal.
The New Jersey Water Supply Authority,
Bl the Delaware and Raritan Canal Com-
mission, and the D & R Canal Watch all
| have a hand in its upkeep. The last is a

i . i BaNAL il non-profit organization. Linda Barth is
P T the current president.
. , B\ For more information on the Delaware
An early 19005 postcard of the Upper Lock at New Brunsw1ck and Raritan Canal, visit the canal website
From the collection of Stephanie Bartz. at www.dandrcanal.com.




Beneath the Surface

The most recent project undertaken by the society is a
ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey of the graveyard
located behind the South River Museum. Dr. Tim Hors-
ley, of Horsley Archaeological Prospection, was com-
missioned to do the survey in an effort to identify likely
areas for burials that lack headstones.

The Old School Baptist Church is thought to have been
constructed around 1805. The earliest known burial,
identified during a 1941 survey by the Genealogical So-
ciety of New Jersey, was in 1813. There are currently
fifty-three headstones, footstones, and partial stones visi- |=
ble in the graveyard. The 1813 headstone is not among
them. 26 other burials identified in 1941 are also no
longer identifiable from the remaining stones.

W. Woodford Clayton’s 1882 History of Union and Mid- |-
dlesex Counties, New Jersey, with Biographical Sketches
of Many of Their Pioneers and Prominent Men had this
to say about the cemetery.

“The burying-ground of the old Baptist Church at
Washington was opened early, and it is probable that
interments were made there in 1800. The old graves
are numerous, but none of them are marked by any
headstones, except in some instances common field-
stones with no inscriptions whatever.”

During his visit to the area, Dr. Horsley also conducted Dr. Tim Horsley conductlng a ground penetrating radar

a GPS survey of a section of Washington Monumental survey of the Old School Baptist Church graveyard on
Cemetery in an effort to locate a mass or common grave October 6, 2018. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

from the 1918 influenza epidemic. The project was
commissioned by Middlesex County, with the cooperation of the cemetery association and the society. Re-
ports from both surveys are expected later this year.

Poole Street: Where is that?

Note: This is the first in a new series about alternate names and nicknames for places in South River. If you
know of a name you’d like us to feature in a future column, please get in touch. We’d love to hear from you.

Poole Street is probably not a familiar name to most people who consider themselves knowledgeable about
South River, but at least one map records the existence of a street by that name. The portion of Reid Street that
extends from the bend near the VFW to Thomas Street is the roadway in question.

The earliest known map of the area, drawn in 1851 by R. Van Dyke Reid, identifies the street as Reid Street.
= by 2 The Poole Street map is undated, and its
5 origin is unknown, but the locatlons of
(,’W'%':f}:‘}}:f“ /1T streets and properties on the map appear to
N Boonaemes UM | date it to the 1860s era. One of the houses
0 - | on Poole Street is identified as belonging
~+ |to Dr. H.B. Poole.

o ufi Harkr'{'e% | Gg‘ 3 db A3

&%ﬂ'mﬂ" = Is it possible that Dr. Poole drew the map

| that shows Poole Street? His 1861 obituary
identifies him as a scribe, surveyor, and
an| draughtsman. We will likely never know,

Enhanced version of a portlon of an 1860s era map of South River. but it is interesting to speculate.




2018 Members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Martin Adler

Jack & Traci Alai

Richard & Maureen Alai
Brian O. Armstrong

Jay & Sharon Armstrong
Sarah Hesham Attalla
Nick Bachar

Rebecca Baczyk

Tom & Karen Bara

Alfred & Georgia Baumann
Ray Bevacqua

Caroline Boden Devlin
Mary Ann Boyler

Marvin & Karen Bradford
Christine Brasno

Arianna Brister

Sarah Brister

Jacqueline Brown

Louise Bruhn

Donald & Margaret Calnan
Gabriela Capela

Barbara Coelho

John Costello & Family
JoAnn Devlin

Carol DeVoe

Sophia DiGiovanni

Hank Dziemian

Eleanor (Schaed) Eppinger
Rosemary Erickson

Nick Errico

Christine Fowler

Joyce Funk

Marie S. Gardner

Myles “Scotty” Garrigan
Charles & Pat Gawarkiewicz
William Goepfert

Roger M. & Joanie Golden
Sara-Ann Goldman

Donna Green

John & Linda Grimm
Michael Gumino

Eileen Habacht Nusbaum
Donald Dermit Hansen
Amani Hassan

Douglas E. Heine
William* & Anita Hermstedt
Diane Walen Hudson

John & Janice Hutchison
Joseph Iko

Nora Jensen

Len Klekner

Joyce Kucyn

Marion Kutawski

Kevin & Jennifer LaScala

Elizabeth Litarowich
Phyllis Kokoska Lockwood
Timothy Lynch

Brandon Madalone

Lily Marach

Richard & Renata Marchesi
Betty Matyas

*Maureen McCallion
Bruce Meyers

Paul & Karyn Migut
Alexander G. Mondrick, Jr.
Hannah Marie Nale

Elaine O’Neill

John & Marley O'Neill, Jr.
Thomas & Karen Palumbo
Justin Pechulis

Chase Petras

Gary V. Petrie

Jakub Policht

Kathy Prusarczyk

Amy & Zac Rafano

Chris, Donna Rafano, & Family
Robert C. & Ann Rafano
Tricia Raquepo

Anthony & JoAnn Razzano
Janice Rein

Walter F. & Edna Rice
Irene “Debby” Richter
Wendy Richter

Peter & Donna Roehsler
Edwin & Dolores Roginski
Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch
Rutgers Univ.—Alexander Library
Vivian Sandler

Cameron Santoro

Janet L. Satterthwaite
Richard & Karen Satterthwaite
Doris Schaed

Iris Schmitt

Albert & Kathleen Seaman
Theresa Sellar

Joanne G. Senko

Michele Senko

Dorothy Shamy

Charles & Gladys Sicknick
Judith G. Smith

Layne Smith

Joann Smith-Goepfert
Kenneth & Gloria Smutko
John & Alexis Stashkevetch
Alexis Steffaro

Edward* & Mary Timko
Eugene & Cynthia Urbanik

Emiel & Eliane Verloove
Eileen White

Nan Whitehead

Janice Whitehead Chase
Diane Whitehead Himmelberger
Cynthia A. Wilk

Stephen R. Wilk

Anna Wolan Cygan
Walter B. Woronowicz
Aeron Yesis

Peter M. Zawadsky, MD
Jean H. Zimmerman

Judy Zinis

Edward & Mara Zukowski

* Deceased

Life Members

Marilyn Anastasio

Paul Barsczewski
Stephanie Bartz

Barbara Becker Cline
George Feaster Family
Jake Garboski

Eileen (Kozak) Koltowich
Candice Lewandoski
Kenneth Roginski

John Rudy

Norman Scheinberg, Ph.D
Mary Witt, MD

Marilyn Mark Zawadsky

Business Members

Alai Tile Company
Financial Foundation
Services Group
La Tavola Cucina
Rafano & Wood, PC
South River Boat Club

Honorary Members

Woodis Booraem (2002)
Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert C. Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)

Deyvid Vasilev




This and That

Blue jerseys or no blue jerseys?—A visitor to the South River High School gymnasium was looking at the
mementos and saw football jerseys from Joe Theismann and Drew Pearson. The jerseys were blue. The
society was asked about the color and suggested that the jerseys might be from post-high school days when
Theismann and Pearson played for other teams. Some in the Facebook community have disputed the exist-
ence of the blue jerseys. Can anyone in our audience confirm their existence and perhaps explain their
origin?

Upcoming exhibit—The South River Historical & Preservation Society is preparing a new exhibit for the
South River Public Library. This third library display of the year will feature obsolete household gadgets
and related items from the museum collections. Previous displays had holiday and music themes.

Seeking a photograph of the aftermath of a fire—In July 1930, there was an explosion and fire at a home
embroidery factory at Linden Avenue and Jeffrie Avenue. The father of the person from whom we re-

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN MEMORY OF:

Mary Caroline Boden
by Caroline Boden Devlin
Katie Dey by JoAnn Devlin

GENERAL FUND

Douglas Heine

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:
Anthony & JoAnn Razzano

ceived the query remembers seeing a photograph of his grandfa-
ther standing on the rubble left after the explosion. It hung in the
firehouse in the 1960s. Does anyone remember the photograph
and know what happened to it?

Tree lighting—The South River Museum will once again be
the site for South River’s annual tree lighting ceremony. Stop by
and share a bit of the upcoming holidays with the community on
December 7, 2018.

New queries—Do you have a question about South River
history or genealogy? We try our best to answer every question
that comes our way. Contact us by email, FB, phone, or mail.

New Acquisitions

Four photographs and four scrapbooks containing newspaper
clippings, pamphlets, and photographs chronicling the histo-

Time to Renew for 2019!

It’s not too late to send in your membership
dues for 2018, but it’s also not too early to
send in your 2019 dues. The society relies
on your continuing support in order to ful-
fill its mission of preserving and promoting
South River’s rich history.

Please check the mailing label on this
newsletter to find out when your member-
ship expires. If you receive your newsletter

via email, or read it on the website, you can | &

inquire about your membership by sending
an email to southriverhistory@gmail.com.
We’ll check our records and let you know
when your membership expires.

You can renew your membership or submit |

a new membership for yourself or a friend
using the form supplied in this newsletter.
Membership forms can also be downloaded
from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued
support. All dues and donations are tax de-
ductible.

Thank you!

ry of the First National Bank of South River, 1931-1988;
Commemorative Book, In Celebration of South River’s 275"
Anniversary, 1720-1995. Donated by PNC Bank.

Bed warmer and framed collection of receipts, documents,
and related items from Armstrong Sales and other South Riv-
er businesses, formerly owned by James B. Armstrong. Do-
nated by Brian Armstrong.

Fourteen photographs taken at Saints Peter & Paul Cemetery
and Denny Stadium. Anonymous donor.

Two small plates “Compliments of the Capitol Theatre,”
1940s era. Donated by Jan Hutchison.

COMPLIMENTS OF
THE CAPITOL THEATRE

SO. RIVER. N. J.
EVERY LADY CAN “"Cuai A SET OF THIS
BEAUTIFUL WA..E BY ATTENDING
THE CAPITOL THEATHE mecuian.r
- EVERY WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY.
 STARTING MARCH 30mw oR Sisr

Photograph of the Polish Giants Athletic Association base-
ball team, 1923-24 season. Donated by John Rudy.




President’s Message — continued from page 1

The only thing I consider to have been my
personal achievement for the organization,
was the successful acquisition of artifacts
from PNC Bank. Among these were bank
photographs, scrapbooks, and the Csatari
portraits of two presidents of the First Na-
tional Bank of South River, Robert Foun-
tain and Joseph Mark. Even this achieve-
ment would not have been possible with-
out the help of Mayor John Krenzel.

Before closing, I would also like to men-
tion a few other people, that I failed to in-
clude in my last message, who have had an
impact on the organization during our thir-
ty years: Corinne S. Cebula, Betty Chando,
Florence Clayton, Llewellyn Clayton, Can- |
dice Lewandoski, Karen Satterthwaite, and
Earl Wenger. I must also thank Harold and
Helen Armstyong who Were very 1mp ortant An early view of the service counter of the First National Bank of South River
for the organization financially in the early (now PNC Bank), circa 1916.

days. They also personally encouraged my

interest in South River history and were big supporters of my involvement in the organization.

IS

It has been an honor to serve as your president, and I look forward to helping the new president achieve this
great organization’s goals.

Walking Tour

October 7 boasted lovely weather for a visit to the museum and a brief walking tour of sites related to the
events of 1918. “World War I and the 1918 Pandemic Flu” was presented by Brian Armstrong, president of
the society.

More than 25 visitors came to the museum during regular museum hours in October. Most were interested in
the event that was jointly sponsored by the South River Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission and the South

: River Historical & Preservation Society.
Covering South River’s engagement in the
“War to End All Wars” and the Spanish
influenza epidemic of 1918, the program
started with a slide show that provided an
overview as well as specific data about
those who served in the war and the casu-
alties of both events.

Eleven men from South River died while

in service to their country. The number of
South River deaths from the flu epidemic

is unknown, but twenty-two patients died
il in the South River influenza hospital. Not
all were from South River.

& The program continued outside to the
doughboy statue that memorializes the
men from South River who died while in
service. The walk that followed highlight-
ed a section of the route that was used for
the WWI homecoming parade.

Attendees gather in front of the museum for the outdoor portion of the
walking tour on October 7, 2018. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.
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30 Years and Counting

2018 marks the 30" anniversary of the founding of the South River Historical & Preservation Society. It was
incorporated on October 3, 1988 by a small group of residents
who saw the need to preserve South River’s history. The origi-
nal trustees were: Ann Rafano, Robert C. Rafano, Florence
Clayton, Llewellyn Clayton, Woodis Booraem, Warren
Booraem, Doris Booraem, Elizabeth Chando, Kathryn Papro-
ta, William Reichenbach, Audrey Scheidig, and Mary Weis.

¢ 30" Anniversary Y
1988-2018 o

South Rivet
Historical & Preservation

Society, Inc.

Since the original group was formed, the work of the society
has been made possible by donations, grants, and the dedication of nine presidents, thirteen vice presidents,
nine treasurers, eight secretaries, and seventy-three trustees. Uncounted numbers of committee chairs and oth-
er volunteers have also contributed.

Some of the society’s major projects have included the following.

e Purchase of the portraits of the Willett sisters, now hanging in the museum portrait gallery.

e Placement of the Old School Baptist Church (now the South River Museum) on the National Register of
Historic Places and the New Jersey Register of Historic Places.

o Establishment of a scholarship fund for graduating high school seniors.

e Conservation and restoration of monuments, gravestones, and artifacts in the museum collection.

o Photographic surveys of the Old School Baptist Church graveyard and the six oldest sections of Washing-
ton Monumental Cemetery.

e Publication of two books, Commemorative Book in Celebration of South River's 275th Anniversary and
South River — Images of America.

e (ataloging the more than 10,000 items now in the museum collection.

The society extends its thanks to everyone who has volunteered, donated, participated, and engaged with it
over the years. We couldn’t have done it without your support. Happy 30" anniversary to one and all!




2019 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: r
Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: r
. Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

I:' Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00

|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r
Lifetime - Individual $250.00

r Business Patron (Life) $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of I:' in memory of:

$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program

$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund

$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.

South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ I:' in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

I:' My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




