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Next Meeting:
June 27

Ghosthunting
New Jersey &
New York City

Ghost hunter L'Aura
Hladik Hoffman will
provide a multimedia
presentation detailing
the history and haunts
of New Jersey and the
Big Apple using the
investigative stories in
her two books in the
America's Haunted
Road Trip series.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum, 64-66 Main
Street, South River.
Light refreshments
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to the
general public from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month
(second Sunday if the
first is a holiday)

June 3
July 1
August 5

NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

One hundred years ago, after the Community Chautauqua of June 28 to July 2,

with its “ten entertainments and lectures,” was held at the corner of Thomas and
George Streets, the borough was ready for the “Great Spectacular Street Parade” of
1918. America’s involvement in the war in Europe made it a year for patriotism. The
borough was anxious to follow President Wilson’s recommendation for “any dem-
onstration that will awaken the conscience of the people and make them more patri-
otic.” Publicity for the event stated that "The chief object of this gigantic celebration
is to arouse a greater spirit of patriotism among the citizens and to make them more
loyal to the country by supporting movements that have been launched to help the
soldiers, the sailors and the Red Cross nurses who are on the battlefront fighting to
preserve our liberty and to make the world safe for democratic people to live in."

The July 4™ celebration started with a
“fifteen minute salute from every bell and
whistle” in the borough. A concert given by
the Columbia Cornet Band, and the dedica-
tion of a service flag to honor the “300 South
River soldier boys who have been called to
defend the colors” followed. At 10 a.m., the
fun began with a three-mile road race, two
100-yard dash races, and other events.

Ferry Street decorated for a 1920 celebration.

At 3 p.m. the parade started. Hundreds of
From the collection of Stephanie Schnatz.

school children participated, along with bor-
ough officials and members of the fire department. Mothers, wives, and sisters of
men in service marched, as did "thirty South River soldier boys from Camp Dix,"
surviving members of the Grand Army of the Republic, Red Cross nurses, the Polish
Guards, and local fraternal organizations. Musical groups, scores of decorated autos,
floats, and many other interesting novelties rounded out the procession.

From 7-8 p.m. there was “masquerade block dancing” on Main Street between the
borough wharf and Ferry Street with music furnished by the Columbia Band. At 8
p-m. the Honorable Judge Peter F. Daly, of New Brunswick, gave an oration in front
of the borough hall. Reverend William Kern gave out awards for the contests and
races. At 10 p.m. fireworks were launched from Borough Island at the foot of Main
Street. The notice in the Daily Home News called it "a day that will long be remem-
bered by the people of South River, and the only one who will have any regrets will
be the slacker who fails to do his part toward making the day a grand success."

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:

southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Medallion Ornament
Commemorating the Old School Baptist
Church (now the South River Museum)
—$10.00

Historical Calendars —
$1.00 (2017 and older)
Each calendar includes
historical images with
descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00
1894 photo of the OSBC
(now the South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Umn & OSBC
graveyard; Main St., 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with Envelopes — Set of
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features
an 1894 photo of the OSBC.

Lapel Pin — $5.00

Collectible pin commemorating
the South River Museum — Old
School Baptist Church [size-
7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.

Stephanie Bartz (2007) Iris Schmitt (2014)




Racing Through South River

1980 was a banner year for running related activities in the borough. In addition to the usual track and cross
country seasons at the schools, there were two milestone events. Nick Bachar and Paul Migut, with an assist
from audience member Hank Dziemian, shared the story with an appreciative audience at the April meeting.
Photographs, newspaper clippings, and images of items connected to the events illustrated the program; an
exhibit of items from the museum’s collections, and others on loan for the occasion, rounded things out.

The XIII™ Olympic Winter Games were held in Lake Placid, NY from February 13 to 24, 1980. On January
31% the Olympic torch arrived at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia from its starting point in Olympia,
Greece. Twenty-six men and twenty-six women, a representative for each state plus Washington D.C. and

Lake Placid, carried the flame
from Virginia to New York follow-
ing a route designed to retrace the
American Revolution Bicentennial
Trail through six of the original
thirteen colonies.

On the morning of February 4, with
the temperature hovering at the 15
degree mark, the trail brought the
torch to South River where four
specially chosen high school stu-
dents accompanied it from Old
Bridge Turnpike to the War Memo-
rial building, which now houses the
museum. Nick Bachar, Sue Brzo-

Above: A view of the crowd at the ceremonies held on the morning of February 4,
1980 when the Olympic torch was carried through South River.
At left: Crowd members light souvenir candles from a flame lit from the Olympic torch.
Photographs courtesy of Dave DeMonico and Nick Bachar.

zowski, Kenny Jackson, and Beverly Minnis were selected for the honor
by coaches Csatari, Grygo, and Hutchison. Other local runners, Jimmy
Balogh, Kathi Hoffman, John Hutchison, and Paul Migut, served as es-
corts from the War Memorial building to the Sayreville end of the
bridge, and one runner, Jimmy Balogh, continued all the way to Staten
Island before turning back for home.

Unlike some towns along the route, the torch didn’t simply pass through
South River. During the stop in front of the War Memorial building, the
torch was passed between two of the fifty-two official torch bearers, and
a local torch was lit. A ceremony that included school representatives,
borough officials, Middlesex County freeholders, and South River’s
Carrie Gabriel, Mrs. America 1979, was held. Coach Bill Csatari served
as master of ceremonies. Thousands of people turned out for the once in
a lifetime event.

Those in attendance had the opportunity to light candles from the flame lit from the Olympic torch. Souvenirs
of the day include those partially burned candles as well as t-shirts printed for the occasion, souvenir candles
bearing the logo for the Lake Placid Olympics, newspaper clippings, photographs, and one very special glass
that was gifted to Nick Bachar. The glass bears an image of the Olympic torch and serves as a unique re-

minder of the day.

Continued on Page 7




New Views on Old Views — Kuberski’s Stables

[Editor’s note: This is the second in a series featuring images from the historical calendars produced by the
society beginning in 1991. The images included here were featured in September 2000 and October 2005.]

As early as 1929, there was a riding stable in South River, according to the June 24 issue of the Daily Home
News of that year. The newspaper credits George Smith and George Applegate with introducing horseback
riding for recreation and exercise to the borough. Both children and adults made use of the public stable lo-
cated on the Brown property on Water Street, while a private stable was maintained for the “blooded horses
owned by some of South River’s leading business and professional men.”

Two years later, on April 16, 1931, a new riding school opened at 61 Jackson Street on a former dairy farm
located at the corner of Jackson and Radcliffe Streets. Advertised as the Rodeo Riding Academy in its early
years, it started out with a complement of seven horses and was owned and run by members of the Kuberski
family. Walter J. Kuberski was the original manager, and his younger brother, Leo, served as the riding in-
structor. The school trained, boarded, and offered horses for hire, as well as providing lessons to riders.

The dairy farm, where it all started, was owned by the family patriarch, Bronislaw Kuberski, a former mem-
ber of the Polish Army cavalry. Before the riding school was established, Leonard “Leo” Kuberski left home
and spent his teenage years performing as a trick rider and roper at rodeos and state fairs. He toured the
country and joined the then well-known 101 Ranch circus at age 19. A biographical piece in the May 6,
1934, edition of New Brunswick’s Sunday Times summed up his career.

“Kuberski has performed at most of the leading rodeos in the country. He has matched his skill with many
experts in the field, including such men as Hoot Gibson, Buck Jones, Tom Mix, Bill Owens, and Yakima

Kanutt, all men who have
risen to fame in western
movie thrillers. He, person-
ally, has not gone in for the
making of moving pictures
but has appeared in many
news reels showing rodeo
scenes.”

Beginning in 1939, and
continuing on an annual
basis, horse shows that in-
cluded a variety of riding
events were held by Kuber-
ski. The first year, the trick
riding event was won by
George Applegate III. It
was a fitting victory for the

descendant of one of the

: th
men credited with intro- A group of young people at the stables on Jackson Street getting ready for the 13™ annual horse

) . show, 1951. Left to right: Leonard “Lenny” Kuberski (son of the stable owner), Donald Wood-
FluClng the' borough to rid- ruff, Robert Carlan, Thomas Grossman, Peggy Smith, Joanne Farrara, Meghen Weber, Mary
ing as a leisure sport. Ann Stewart, Virginia Shepherd, and John Grossman.

The 13" annual event, held on June 17, 1951, was the last coordinated from the Jackson Street stable. As
with many of the previous shows, the stable property wasn’t large enough to accommodate the event. It was
held on grounds along Old Bridge Turnpike.

In early 1952, the South River Borough Council paved the way for the stable to move to a new location. A
variance in the zoning ordinance that would allow the stable to relocate to a residential zone was approved.

n Continued on Page 5



Kuberski’s Stables — continued from page 4

Leo Kuberski and his wife, Joan Poliny Kuberski, had acquired property in the south end of the borough from
Milton Wright. In May 1952, the stables moved to the former Wright farm on River Road, often referred to as
Snake Hill Road because of the steep winding grade. The annual horse show was postponed to accommodate
the move.

The 14" annual horse show, the first for the relocated stables, was finally held on October 12, 1952. Forty-five
children competed in the twenty event show at the new site. Fourteen year old Mary Ann Stewart, of South
River, took the grand championship. Widely known as Kuberski’s Stables by this point, it was more formally
known as the South River Stables.

The larger property provided more opportunities for hay rides, sleigh rides, moonlight rides, and other enter-
tainments in addition to the riding lessons and horse shows that had always been staples of the business. The
popularity of the venue insured that the stables would once again outgrow their space, and by 1958, additional
acreage was purchased.

1958 was also the year that Freddy the Ram, the South River High School mascot made his debut appearance
courtesy of Lenny Kuberski, son of the stable owners. The “Ram” nickname was adopted by the school in
1957, and in June 1958, Freddy was introduced at Class Night in the Capitol Theatre on Main Street. Between
public appearances, the ram lived on the stable property.

Leo Kuberski died in 1991. His son, now the Reverend Leonard Kuberski, returned in the 1980s to help run
the stables, and stayed to maintain them for a time after his father’s death. He sold much of the property for
residential development in 1994. The remainder was sold in 1999. Reverend Kuberski died in 2000.

Four 1970s era views of Kuberski’s South River Stables on River Road.




Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS
IN MEMORY OF:

Matt Rein by Peter and Donna Roehsler

GENERAL FUND:

The Louise Fitzpatrick Trust
Donna Green
Maureen McCallion

New Acquisitions

e Souvenir booklet from the “Home Coming Celebration, Veterans
of World War II, June/July 1946.” Donated by Thomas J. Shob-

lock.

e T-shirts from two Frost on
the Pumpkin 10K Road
Races and copies of two
related 1985 newspaper
clippings. Donated by
David Rein.

e DVD containing the sev-
enty-four images used for
the slide show during the
April 2018 program on

Is your membership up
to date?

It’s not too late to send in your mem-
bership dues for 2018. Your continued
support will help the Society with its
efforts to preserve and promote South
River’s rich history.

Check the mailing label on this news-
letter to find out when your member-
ship expires. If you receive your
newsletter via email or read it on the
website, email us at southriverhis-
tory@gmail.com and we’ll check our
records to tell you when your mem-
bership expires.

You can renew or submit a new mem-
bership for yourself or a friend using
the form supplied in this newsletter.

The SRH&PS appreciates your con-
tinued support. All dues and donations
are tax deductible.

Thank you!

the Olympic torch run and
the Frost on the Pumpkin races. Donated by Nick Bachar.

e Photograph of the three SRHS coaches for track and cross coun-
try with the four students selected to accompany the Olympic
torch through South River in 1980; Red Lobster patch from the
inaugural Frost on the Pumpkin race; and an undated newspaper
clipping about the proceeds from the Frost on the Pumpkin race.
Donated by John Hutchison.

New Committee To Be Established

The April Executive Board meeting of the South River Historical &
Preservation Society saw the initial steps in the creation of a new and
much needed standing committee. Tasked with developing plans for
both proactive and reactive handling of contingencies affecting the
museum, museum property, and museum collections, the new com-
mittee will be chaired by long-time board member, Paul Migut. Plan-
ning will cover a wide range of potential disasters including weather
events, fire, and issues such as vandalism and theft.

Establishment of the new committee will bring the number of stand-
ing committees to fourteen, each chaired by a member of the execu-
tive board. The role of the committee is expected to be finalized at the
June executive board meeting when a formal vote is taken to include it

Images Wanted

The South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society is seeking photographs
for inclusion in future calendars. Im-
ages of South River people, places,
and events from the advent of the
camera to the present day are wel-
come.

The society accepts photographs as
donations to the museum collections,
but will also be happy to scan and re-
turn images that are loaned. Good
quality digital photographs and digital
copies of prints will also be accepted.
All photographs must include at least
minimal identifying information.

Please contact us via email at
southriverhistory@gmail.com if you
have images to share. If email isn’t an
option, please leave a message at the
museum (732-613-3078) and we’ll
return your call as soon as we’re able.
Donations and loans will be acknowl-
edged in the calendar.

among the standing committees listed in the society bilaws.




Racing — continued from page 3

Fast forward, and another piece of South River history, in some ways a byproduct of the torch run, falls into
place. Enter the Snake Hill Striders Running Club, started by Jimmy Balogh that same year. His hope was that

the success of the torch run might create more interest in a track club similar to
the ones already established in other towns in the area. Fifteen people came to
the first meeting and twenty-eight eventually joined. There were no dues and no
bylaws, just a group of people who loved running.

10K runs had been popular for years before the torch run and the establishment
of the Striders, and Kathi Hoffman, a member of South River’s Class of 1979,
spent years dreaming about South River having a 10K run of its own. During her
senior year, she finally came up with the perfect name for the event, inspired by

Logo on a running club t-shirt. the fall decorations at her home.

A high school physics class was the unlikely venue for the
selection of the name. “Dew on the Pumpkin” was an early
candidate, but others involved vetoed the suggestion. In
the middle of the class Hoffman came up with “frost” as an
alternative to “dew,” and Hank Dziemian, Mike Fisezi,
Paul Evanovich, and Keith Hudak all agreed that “Frost on
the Pumpkin” it should be.

Acknowledged as Hoffman’s brainchild, the inaugural
Frost on the Pumpkin 10K Road Race took place on No-
vember 8, 1980. Organized by members of the Snake Hill
Striders, with Hoffman and Balogh taking the lead, local
officials such as James Genecki, mayor at the time, also
got involved. The original sponsor was the Red Lobster
restaurant where Hoffman worked. Other local and area
businesses contributed additional funding and supplies.

The course for the 1980 race was designed to be a chal- The logo on a t-shirt from the first annual
lenging run that included many of the hills in the borough. Frost on the Pumpkin 10K Road Race, 1980.
It started at the Board of Education building on Montgom-

ery Street and ended at the finish line on the track in Denny Stadium.

510 runners finished that first race. In the men’s division, the winner
was Mike Geraltowski of Sayreville, followed by David Rein of South
River, and Andy Kinney of Butler. The women’s division was led by
Pat Goias of Edison, with Nancy Rogers of New York City, and Kathi
Hoffman of South River coming in second and third.

The Snake Hill Striders, a small group of recent and soon-to-be gradu-
ates of South River High School, and other local runners, started what
has become an annual tradition in South River. In 2011,“James Genecki
Memorial” was added to the name of the event to honor the former
mayor who’d been a part of it since its inception. He died in 2010.

The April program presented by Nick Bachar and Paul Migut ended
with a moment of silence in honor of Jimmy Balogh, who one might
consider the original Snake Hill Strider. He was an integral part of the
events of 1980 as well as similar events in later years. He died in Janu-

Paul Migut’s hat, patch, and runner’s bib  ary 2018. The April 25™ program took place on his birthday.

from the 1980 race. .
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Then and Now — Thomas Street

They say that the more things change, the more they stay the same. These views of Thomas Street, taken more
than 80 years apart, seem to bear that out.

Most would agree that South River is very different in 2018 than it was even fifty years ago, yet the houses
and other buildings on Thomas Street remain largely the same. Sidings and shingles have changed, the corner
store is now a private home, and the ornamentation on the top of the church steeple is different, but in this
time when the old is so often torn down to build the new, the neighborhood is reassuringly similar to what it
was in 1936.

At left: A view of Thomas Street from the Reid / Prospect Street intersection taken in February 1936 by Carl Mydans for the U.S.
Farm Security Administration/Office of War Information. Photograph courtesy of the Library of Congress.
At right: A similar view taken in April 2018. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.







