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President's Message by Brian Armstrong 
 
We are less than two years away from the celebration of the 300th anniversary of the 
founding of South River in 1720 by Samuel Willett. I have already been in contact 
with the South River Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission about scheduling events 
during 2020 to commemorate the event. At the South River Museum, we plan to de-
velop special exhibits featuring artifacts relating to previous celebrations and key 
events in the 300 year history of the borough.   
 

Almost one hundred years ago, my grandfather’s brother, David Armstrong, was the 
chairman of the 200th Anniversary Committee. The Selover “History of South River, 
New Jersey,” newspapers, the commemorative booklet from the 200th anniversary, 
and surviving photographs provide an overview 
of the large parade and other events that oc-
curred in 1920. This big celebration took place 
not long after the end of World War I, during 
the golden age of South River industrial history. 
Although handkerchief manufacturer 
Herrmann, Aukam & Company, South River’s 
largest employer for many years, had relocated 
their operations to Lebanon, Pennsylvania in 
1918 due to labor unrest, many of South River’s 
brick, clay, and apparel businesses were still 
thriving in 1920. The mood in South River and 
the rest of the county was to celebrate the suc-
cess of America while embracing a domestic 
homeland focus which was called “normalcy” 
during the 1920 presidential campaign.  
 

Although the 1920 celebration was an expres-
sion of borough success, it also focused on the 
families of the town. Several families that had 
started their American experience with one or more immigrants coming to work in 
the borough, showed off the success of their offspring who were living the American 
dream. One example was the Booraem family, which played a big part in the parade 
and proudly showed their family link to the founder, Samuel Willett.    
 

If you have any great ideas on how to celebrate the first 300 years of the borough, 
please feel free to share them with us. We are interested in making this a memorable 
event that people will be writing about in 100 years!! 

Next Meeting: 
April 25 

 

Racing through 
South River 

 

The 1980 “Olympic 
Torch Relay,” and the 
annual “Frost on the 
Pumpkin” race that 

started that same year, 
will be the topic of the 

April meeting. Paul 
Migut and Nick Bachar 

will use photos from 
the events to highlight 

their presentation. 
Bring your own stories 

and photos to share! 
 

Join us at 7:00 p.m.  
at the South River  

Museum, 64-66 Main 
Street, South River. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 
 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 

each month  
(second Sunday if the 

first is a holiday) 
 

April 8 
May 6 
June 3 

Number 94, April 2018 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

Raymond D. Booraem Jr., Warren K. 
Booraem, and Elizabeth Bissett in their 
prize winning float from South River’s 

200th anniversary celebration. 
Photograph donated by Woodis Booraem. 
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To Our Readers:   
 

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake, 
please let us know. 
 

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.  
Submissions for the next issue must be received by May 10. 
 

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter 
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 

 

  OFFICERS 
 

   President: 
     Brian Armstrong 
   Vice President: 
     Nan Whitehead 
   Secretary: 
     Richard Alai 
   Treasurer: 
     Marilyn Anastasio 
 

   Immediate Past President: 
     Dick Meyers [Deceased] 
 

 

SRH&PS 2018 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

     John Costello 
     Hank Dziemian  
     William Goepfert  
     Sara-Ann Goldman  
     Linda Grimm  
     Anita Hermstedt 
     Ryan Jones 
     Jennifer LaScala 
     Paul Migut  
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Walter Woronowicz 
      

 

    
 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar  - Donna Rafano 
  Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants - Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites – Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality - Linda Grimm 
  Membership - Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter  - Stephanie Bartz 
  Program - Nan Whitehead 
  Publicity - Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site - Stephanie Bartz 
 
HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 

2 

 
 

South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 

Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old School Baptist 
Church (now the South River Museum) 
– $10.00 

 

Historical Calendars – 
$1.00 (2017 and older) 
Each calendar includes 
historical images with  
descriptive captions. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 
1894  photo of the OSBC 
(now the South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC 
graveyard; Main St., 1906. 
 

Old School Baptist 
Church Note Cards with Envelopes – Set of 
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features 
an 1894  photo of the OSBC.  

 

Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorating 
the South River Museum – Old 
School Baptist Church [size- 
7/8 inch]. 

 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 



 

 

 New Acquisitions 
 

 Photograph of Leopold Ring's grocery store, William Street, early 1900s; book,  Alice in Shandehland: 
Scandal and Scorn in the Edelson/Horwitz Murder Case [references South 
River on pages xiii, 38, and 199]. Donated by Stephanie and Ed Bartz. 

 The Eagle, South River Junior High School yearbooks, 1971, 1972, and 
1974 to 1977; book, Saint Mary's School, South River, New Jersey, pub-
lished 1976; booklet, "St. Mary of Ostrabrama Church, 100th Anniversary 
Celebration, 1903 – 2003”; "The Ram" newspaper, Vol. 1 No. 3, June, 1971; 
correspondence with Superintendent of Schools, Anthony Agnone; photo-
graph from Raceway Park. Donated by Jake Garbowski. 

 U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey marker from Lincoln School. Donated by An-
dre Construction. 

 Collection of eight school photographs from Lincoln School and the school 
on Thomas Street, and photograph of Emma Gazsi and three friends at the 
corner of Main Street and Ferry Street, 1930s era; wooden nickel from the 
celebration of the 250th anniversary of South River, 1970. Donated by Emma 
Jane Decker. 

 Digital copies of forty photographs from the 1980 Olympic Torch Relay, 
from the collections of Dave DeMonico, Nick Bachar, and Paul Migut. Do-
nated by Nick Bachar. 

 Program from Eighth Grade Promotion Exercises, Campbell School Audito-
rium, 1961; SRHS football programs, Nov. 23, 1961 and Oct. 5, 1963. Do-
nated by Barbara Trzeciak. 

 Беларусы ў ЗША (Belarusians in the USA), inscribed by the author, Vitaut Kipel. Donated by Elizabeth 
Litarowich. 

Emma Gazsi (left rear), a teacher 
at Lincoln School, with another 
teacher and three students at a 

1930s era field day. 

History Day 2018 
 

The fourth annual celebration of Middlesex County History Day at East Jersey Old Town Village will be here 
before you know it. Organized by the Middlesex County Office of Culture and Heritage, the 2018 event will 
take place on Sunday, May 20, rain or shine. 
 

Representatives from the South River Historical & Preservation Society, as well as other history organizations, 
will be participating in the family-friendly event. The celebration will include activities for all ages, entertain-

ment, and opportunities to tour the historical buildings, 
including the more than 200 year old Indian Queen Tav-
ern. Admission is free. 
 

It’s the perfect opportunity for a day out and a chance to 
appreciate the rich history of Middlesex County and the 
towns that are part of it. We hope to see many of you 
there! 
 

East Jersey Old Town Village is located off River Road 
in Piscataway. As explained on the website, “The Village 
is a collection of original, replica and reconstructed 18th 
and 19th century structures. While most of the buildings 
have been relocated to the site, others were constructed 
here. They represent the vernacular architecture typical of 
farm and merchant communities, once found in central 
New Jersey.” For more information, visit the Middlesex 

County website at: https://tinyurl.com/y7k9ana8. 
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Lithograph honoring Adolph W. Wickman, Pvt. Co. H 
111th Infantry, who was wounded in action during World 

War I. Donated by Robert Goss.  

There are eleven names on South River’s World 
War I doughboy monument honoring those who 
died in service during the war. 
 Wislenty Boncarewicz — Killed in action, 

Oct. 13, 1918, during the Meuse-Argonne Of-
fensive. 

 Frank Frandsen — Died of lobar pneumonia, 
Jan. 1, 1919. 

 David Gecelik — Killed in action, July 15, 
1918, during the occupation of the Lagney 
Sector (Lorraine). 

 Steve Levandosky — Died of wounds re-
ceived in action, Oct. 17, 1918, during the 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 

 Thomas Lyons — Killed in action, Oct. 20, 
1918, during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 

 Conrad Schmitt — Died of wounds received in action, 
Oct. 18, 1918, during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 

 William A. Schmitzer — Killed in action, Sept. 27, 
1918, during the  St. Mihiel Offensive. 

 Joseph A. Shepsco — Killed in action, Sept. 29, 1918, 
during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 

 Michael Shuplek — Killed in action, Oct. 19, 1918, 
during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 

 Henry Wenzel — Died of lobar pneumonia, Feb. 16, 
1919. 

 John Yaramchuck — Killed in action, Nov. 3, 1918,  
during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive.  

 

The database of “World War I Deaths: Descriptive Cards, 
Photographs, and Correspondence” maintained by the New 
Jersey State Archives lists three additional men as having 
resided in South River. 
 Nick Dutko — Died of broncho pneumonia, Oct. 22, 

1918 
 Ignacy Rudewicz — Died of pneumonia, Oct. 11, 1918 
 Nicola Micellotta — Died of wounds received in ac-

tion, Nov. 11, 1918 
 

In all, more than 300 South River men saw service during 
what contemporaries labeled “The Great War.” 

Joseph A. Shepsco (left) and Thomas Lyons (right). South River’s 
VFW Post 1451 bears their names.   

Photographs courtesy of the New Jersey State Archives. 

South River and The Great War 

 
The February program was both a history lesson and an homage to the men and women from South River who 
served their country during World War I. From the Balkan crisis and the assassination of Archduke Franz Fer-
dinand to the more than 140,000 New Jersey troops who saw service by the time the war ended, Brian Arm-
strong, society president , covered it all. An appreciative audience learned about the American Expeditionary 
Forces, the opening of Camp Dix in 1917, the coming of the Spanish Influenza, and the battles of St. Mihiel 
and the Meuse-Argonne, the two biggest offensives for troops from New Jersey. 
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 New Views on Old Views — The Corner of Main and Reid Streets 
 
[Editor’s note: This is the first in a new series featuring images from the historical calendars produced by the 
society beginning in 1991. The postcard image seen here was featured in September 1992.] 
 

In late 1901, an application for the establishment of the First National Bank of South River was submitted to 
the United States Department of the Treasury. It was approved in the office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency on December 12th of that year. According to an account in the New Brunswick Daily Times of January 
29, 1902, the bank became a reality when the articles of incorporation were signed by Edward Whitehead, 
Joseph Allgair, John Fee Jr., Andrew S. Church, David Serviss, N.W. Clayton, and Hezekiah Warne. David 
Serviss was elected president of the institution. 

The bank opened for business in temporary quarters in the John Whitehead building on Main Street on May 
1, 1902. The small building in the forefront of this image was built in the ensuing months and opened early 
in July of that year. It wasn’t until 1915 that a new building was constructed at the corner of Main Street and 
Stephen Street. The larger building, complete with its four granite pillars and bronze doors, opened on Janu-
ary 21, 1916 . The original building was removed some time between 1930 and 1949. 
 

Beyond the bank, along Reid Street, the three-story American Hotel is visible. George Allgair replaced his 
Steamboat Hotel, which burned in May 1896, with this more substantial brick edifice. The building included 
hotel rooms, a bar, and meeting rooms that were used by local organizations. After changing hands and be-
ing repurposed, the building was finally torn down in June, 2000, more than 100 years after it was built.  
 

Portions of two additional buildings are visible at the edges of the postcard. Past the hotel, along Reid Street, 
is the home of George Allgair and his family. It survived into the 21st century, only to be razed in recent 
years. To the right of the bank building in the image, the roof of the Hoffman House hotel can be seen. The 
Hoffman House was converted into the Pershing Hotel in 1929. The building burned in 2012, but still stands. 
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 In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society extends its sincere 
sympathies to the family of former 
society member Frank Czapkowski. 

Time is Relevant 
 
In 1970, Mrs. Drumwright’s 5th grade 
class at Campbell School created an 
illustrated “Time Line of South River, 
1720—1970” that many people still 
remember. The timeline is stored 
among many other school artifacts at 
the South River Museum. 
 

With the 300th anniversary approach-
ing in 2020, the society is putting to-
gether a new timeline. It won’t have 
drawings, but will include events from 
the past 50 years as well as many that 
were part of the class project. 
 

If you have ideas about what should 
be included in the timeline, we’d love 
to hear from you. Contact information 
is on the back page of the newsletter. 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

  IN MEMORY OF: 
 

    Mary Campbell Rhatican Hudson, Class of 1918 SRHS  
 by Diane Walen Hudson 
    Nina Silwanowicz by Elizabeth Litarowich 
    The McIlvaine Family by Karen & Rich Satterthwaite 
 

  OSBC CEMETERY CONSERVATION PROGRAM: 
 

    In Memory of Virgil Blake by Anonymous 
 

  GENERAL FUND: 
 

    Anonymous 
    Mary Ann Boyler 
    Donald & Margaret Calnan 
    Joyce Kucyn 
    Jeanmarie & Larry Ruch 

Have you renewed your membership  
for 2018? 
 
If you haven’t already sent in your membership dues for 2018, please 
consider sending them in or upgrading to a lifetime membership now. 
There’s still time. The society relies on your continued support in or-
der to continue its efforts to collect, preserve and promote South 
River’s rich history.  
 

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find out when your 
membership expires. If you receive your copy of the newsletter via 
email, or read it on the website, send us an email at southriverhis-
tory@gmail.com  and we’ll check our records to tell you when your 
membership expires. 
 

You can renew or submit a new membership for yourself, a friend, or 
a business using the form supplied in this newsletter, or you can print 
a form from the website.  
 

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support. All dues and dona-
tions are tax deductible. Thank you! 

Under Construction 
 
If you’ve tried to visit our website in recent months, you will have 
discovered that it’s been inaccessible for an extended period. We 
apologize for the inconvenience. Our host site is undergoing extensive 
maintenance, and all of the sites in its domain have been taken down. 
We hope to have our website back soon. In the interim, please contact 
us via email (southriverhistory@gmail.com), on Facebook 
(southriverhistory) , or by phone (732-613-3078) if you have ques-
tions or need access to any of the information from our website. We’ll 
get back to you as soon as we’re able. Thank you for your patience. 
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Details from the 1970 Campbell School 
timeline: (above) “The Old Castle,” built in 

1750; (below) Vincent Barkelew’s store, iden-
tified as the only store in South River in 1800.  



 

 

 Scholarships available!   
 

Do you know a graduating high school senior who lives in South River? Their history is our history! Please 
spread the word about our 2018 essay contest.  
 

The Richard K. Meyers South River History Essay Contest is sponsored by 
the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and is open to all 
graduating high school seniors who are residents of South River and who are 
planning to continue their education. 
 

To apply for the award, each student must submit a typed essay of no less 
than 1,000 words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point font) 
describing something that took place in South River in his or her lifetime. An event need only be of signifi-
cance to the student; it need not have been a major event in South River's history. 
 

Essays will be judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be added to 
the permanent collections at the South River Museum – Old School Baptist Church. Judging will be based 
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges. 
 

Award amount: 1st place - $500; 2nd place - $350; 3rd place - $150 
 

Deadline date: April 15, 2018 
 

Submissions must be sent both via email and in print form. 
 

All submissions must include the applicant's full name, address, phone number, and email address, as well as 
school name, expected date of graduation, date of submission, and future education plans. 
 

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com 
 

Mail the paper version to:   South River History Essay Contest 
    South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 
    P.O. Box 446 
    South River, NJ 08882  
 

Previous winners:  2017 — 1st Place - Alexis Steffaro, South River High School 
              2nd Place - Nick Errico, South River High School 
              3rd Place - Sarah Brister, South River High School 
 

           2016 — 1st Place - Deyvid Vasilev, South River High School 
              2nd Place - Tricia Raquepo, South River High School 
              3rd Place - Chase Petras, South River High School 
 

           2015 — 1st Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex County Vocational & Tech. High School 
              2nd Place - Arianna Brister, South River High School 
                                               3rd Place - Brandon Madalone, South River High School  
 

           2014 — Liliya Marach, South River High School  
  
              2013 — Bridget LaPlante, South River High School 
              Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr High School  
 

The scholarship program was established in 2013 in memory of Richard K. Meyers. He was a graduate of 
South River High School, a dedicated Professor of English, and a Past President of the South River Historical 
& Preservation Society, Inc. 
 

Questions regarding submission requirements can be emailed to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 
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PERMIT NO. 589 

SOUTH RIVER, NJ 
08882 

P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       
Website: http://southriverhistory.org  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]     

 
 Wanted: Images of South River 

 
The newly reconstituted Calendar Committee of the South 
River Historical & Preservation Society is looking for his-
toric photographs for possible inclusion in future calendars. 
Photographs of South River people, places, and events from 
the advent of the camera to the most recent years would be 
welcome.  
 

The society accepts photographs as donations to the mu-
seum collections, and will also be happy to scan and return 
images that you prefer to keep, but are willing to loan. Good 
quality digital photographs and digital copies of prints are 
also acceptable. Photographs must include at least minimal 
identifying information.  
 

If you have photographs that you’d like to share, please con-
tact us by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com. If email 
isn’t an option, please leave a message at the museum (732-
613-3078) and we’ll return your call as soon as we’re able. 
All donations and loans that are used in a calendar will be 
acknowledged in that calendar. 
 

The first of the society’s historical calendars was produced 
in 1991. After a one year hiatus, we hope to produce the 28th 
in the series for 2019. 



 

 

2018 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                   All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)_____________________________________ 

   

         $________                           in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

    

 My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


