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President's Message by Brian Armstrong 
 
As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the major involvement in World War I of 
the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF), I am reminded of how South River par-
ticipated in the war as soldiers and civilians. The mobilization implemented by the 
Wilson administration directed all the human and industrial resources of the United 
States toward the goal of winning the war. It was this combined team effort that 
helped bring the conflict to a quick close with victory for the Allies. 
 

The names of the hundreds of South River soldiers who fought in the war can be 
found on the plaque in our museum. These soldiers marched 
down Main Street allowing citizens to wave goodbye before 
the men left for training. Some, like former South River mayor 
Jim Armstrong, went to specialty camps such as Fort Omaha, 
Nebraska, which was for Army Signal Corps balloon recon-
naissance. Most went to Camp Dix, New Jersey for basic 
training and shipped out from Hoboken on their way to 
Europe. The long trip was via Halifax, Canada to Liverpool, 
England, then by train to East Hampton, and on to France.  
 

The soldiers’ experiences in England, France, and Belgium 
were life changing for these men if they survived the fighting 
in battles like Saint-Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne, or the deadly 
Spanish influenza. Those that died during the war are listed on 
the Doughboy monument in front of the museum. 
 

Those men and women who did not go to Europe worked tire-
lessly at home to provide armaments and other supplies for the 
war effort. Many people from South River took the trolley to 
work at the Hercules Powder Company factory and other 
plants in the area that were producing war supplies. Even my 
then 75 year old great grandfather, David Armstrong Sr., 
worked in a factory in Parlin for the war effort. 
 

Like most towns in America, South River was forever 
changed by World War I. The experiences of those who returned, the memory of 
those that we lost, and the pride of those that helped from home contributed to the 
American patriotic spirit that would later help with challenges like the Great Depres-
sion and World War II. Please think of these people when you walk by the 
Doughboy statue on Main Street or visit our museum.  

Next Meeting: 
February 21 

 

The Great War 
 

The role of local ser-
vicemen and women in 

World War I will be 
recognized in a presen-
tation by society presi-
dent, Brian Armstrong. 
Photos, letters, newspa-

per reports, and mili-
tary records will be in-
cluded along with in-
formation on the his-
tory and political cli-
mate of the period. 

 

Join us at 7:00 p.m.  
at the South River  

Museum, 64-66 Main 
Street, South River. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 
 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 
each month (second 

Sunday if the first is a 
holiday): 

 

February 4 
March 4 
April 8 
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The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

South River’s 
Doughboy. Photograph 

by Stephanie Bartz. 
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To Our Readers:   
 

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake, 
please let us know. 
 

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.  
Submissions for the next issue must be received by March 10. 
 

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter 
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 

 

  OFFICERS 
 

   President: 
     Brian Armstrong 
   Vice President: 
     Nan Whitehead 
   Secretary: 
     Richard Alai 
   Treasurer: 
     Marilyn Anastasio 
 

   Immediate Past President: 
     Dick Meyers [Deceased] 
 

 

SRH&PS 2018 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

     John Costello 
     Hank Dziemian  
     William Goepfert  
     Sara-Ann Goldman  
     Linda Grimm  
     Anita Hermstedt 
     Ryan Jones 
     Jennifer LaScala 
     Paul Migut  
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Walter Woronowicz 
      

 

    
 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar  - vacant 
  Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants - Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites – Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality - Linda Grimm 
  Membership - Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter  - Stephanie Bartz 
  Program - Nan Whitehead 
  Publicity - Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site - Stephanie Bartz 
 
HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 

Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old School Baptist 
Church (now the South River Museum) 
– $10.00 

 

Historical Calendars – 
$1.00 (2017 and older) 
Each calendar includes 
historical images with  
descriptive captions. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 
1894  photo of the OSBC 
(now the South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC 
graveyard; Main St., 1906. 
 

Old School Baptist 
Church Note Cards with Envelopes – Set of 
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features 
an 1894  photo of the OSBC.  

 

Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorating 
the South River Museum – Old 
School Baptist Church [size- 
7/8 inch]. 

 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 



 

 

 New Acquisitions 
 

 Cloth bag from the First National Bank of South River. Donated by John Rudy. 
 1938 Oriflamme yearbook; program from the 1953 SRHS commencement. Donated by Jessica and Scott 

Faust. 
 Two photographs taken at the David Armstrong homestead on Whitehead Avenue, August, 1898. Donated 

by Brian Armstrong. 
 1930s era lunch box used by Anthony Tumilowicz. Donated by Joseph Tumilowicz. 
 A large collection of photographs and other items including the following. Donated by Woodis Booraem 
 

      Photographs – 
  – Late 1800s school class 
  – Album of individual portraits, 1800s 
  – Ferry Street, early 1900s 
  – Sterlings basketball team, 1912-1913 
  – Addition being added to the school on Thomas 
       Street 
  – "The Castle," Brown/Martin homestead, Jackson 
       Street 
  – Raritan River Rail Road Hotel, Whitehead Avenue 
  – Costume ball at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
       Whitehead Avenue, 1930s 
  – 1937 SRHS football team 
  – Photographs of SRHS cheerleaders, 1937 and 1938 
  – Woodis Booraem and DuPont bowling team 
  – First National Bank bowling team, 1955-56 
  – Welcome arch, parade, and "Descendants of Sam'l  
       Willett" float  from South River's 1920 anniver- 
       sary celebration 
  – House at 112 Jackson Street 
  – Eva C. Bissett (Queen Riverie, 1920) and Taryn Thomas (anniversary queen, 1970) 
  – Museum building and graveyard, circa early 1990s 
 

      Postcards, early 1900s – 
  – Old School Baptist Church 
  – Klauser's Hotel 
  – Group of people in front of Klauser's Hotel 
  – Souvenir photo from Atlantic City (some people 

also in image at Klauser's Hotel) 
  – Klauser Building 

– Main Street (between Jackson and Gordon) 
– Bar room at the Raritan River Rail Road Hotel 
– Ferry Street 
– Aftermath of the July 10, 1908 fire (two views) 
– River near the shipyard and end of Main Street 
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Continued on Page 5 



 

 

 Memories, Old and New 

 
More than thirty people gathered at the museum for 
the 2017 Annual Meeting on November 28. An early 
visit from Santa Claus added a little something extra 
to the event.  

 

A short business meeting 
started the proceedings, the 
highlight being the annual 
election. The existing roster 
of officers was re-elected 
for 2018: Brian Armstrong, 
President; Nan Whitehead, 
Vice President; Marilyn 
Anastasio, Treasurer; and 
Richard Alai, Secretary. 
Two new trustees, Jennifer 
LaScala and Walter 
Woronowicz, were elected 
for three year terms, and 
two others, Sara-Ann Gold-
man and Donna Rafano, 
were re-elected for second 
terms. Congratulations to 
one and all!   
 

With administrative matters 
out of the way, the evening 
was opened up for dinner 
and socializing before the 

program. Guests enjoyed a repast catered by a local 
restaurant, La Tavola Cucina. 
 

The final feature for the evening was what has be-
come something of a society tradition, a round of 

show-and-tell 
centered on 
people, places, and events in South River history.  
 

Al Baumann started things off with some Raritan River Rail Road 
history, sharing information and images from silent movies that in-
cluded scenes filmed in South River. 
Martin Adler spoke about old automobiles, referencing dealers such 
as Armstrong and Wagner-Hetman that have long passed into memory. 
Gary Petrie displayed photographs of the lunch wagon he ran near 
Bissett’s Pond for three summers in the 1950s. 
Brian Armstrong showed (and donated) photographs from 1898 
taken at his great grandfather’s house on Whitehead Avenue, the cur-
rent location of the Ria Mar Restaurant & Bar. 
 Len Klekner finished off the program with photographs and docu-
ments to explain his family connection to Felix Letts, who was among 
those mentioned in South River—Images of America 
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Society president, Brian Armstrong, presides over the business 
portion of the Annual Meeting. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

Santa Claus looking festive 
in his red overalls. Photo-

graph by Marilyn Anastasio. 

Trustees newly elected for 2018—2020 (left to right): Sara-Ann 
Goldman, Donna Rafano, Jennifer LaScala, and Walter 

Woronowicz. Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 

Len Klekner displays a photograph as part of 
his show-and-tell presentation.  

Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 



 

 

  New Acquisitions — continued from page 3 
 

 Items donated by Woodis Booraem (continued). 
 

      Books and booklets – 
  – 200th anniversary of South River, N.J., Sept. 24-25, 1920 
  – Middlesex County, circa 1941 
  – History of Middlesex County, New Jersey, 1664-1920 (3 volumes) 
  – Three Rings by Ballantine & Sons with feature on the Allgairs, 1952 
 

      Other items – 
  – Embroidered banner from a local organization, late 1800s 
  – Scrapbook of newspaper clippings and photographs 
  – SRHS commencement programs (1928, 1933, and 1938) 
  – Binder of material related to the class of 1938 
  – Program from 1938 testimonial dinner for Alexander Wojciechowicz with photo signed by "Wojie" 
  – Borough Proclamation honoring Warren and Woodis Booraem 
  – South River coverlet with images of historic buildings 
  – Silver tray given to Asher Bissett for his 75th birthday, 1943 
  – "DuPont Parlin News" featuring Booraem family as Family of the Month, January 1948 
  – Bumper sticker, 250th Anniversary, South River, NJ, 1720-1970 
  – Game of South River, New Jersey 
  – Folder of information collected for 1995 SRHS alumni directory 
  – Menus from the Imperial Music Center and the Towne Sub Shoppe 
  – Menu from and newspaper article about La Tavola Cucina 
  – Binder of photographs and other material related to the South River Elks Lodge 
  – Award for "Elk of the Year" and Certificate of Appreciation given to Warren Booraem 
  – Borough of South River, 1993 Road Map 
  – Folder, System Machines, Inc., 40 Main Street 
  – Assorted newspaper clippings 

 Envisioning New Jersey: an Illustrated History of the Garden State. Donated by Stephanie and Ed Bartz. 
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Life Member Honors Her South River Roots 
 

Dr. M. Louise Fitzpatrick, former resident of South River and daughter 
of John and Bettina Galassi Fitzpatrick, passed away on September 1, 
2017. Dr. Fitzpatrick was the Dean of the Villanova University College 
of Nursing, and was instrumental in having the college designated a 
national premier nursing school. In December 2017, the university hon-
ored her by renaming the college she led for four decades. The M. 
Louise Fitzpatrick College of Nursing stands as her legacy. 
 

Although she received many state, national, and international awards 
and recognition, Dr. Fitzpatrick never forgot her South River roots. In 
2002, she presented the society with an extensive collection of papers, 
photographs, and other artifacts pertaining to her father’s coaching ca-
reer in South River and his civic contributions to the borough, as well 
as items from her own years growing up in South River. She made ad-
ditional donations in 2004, 2007, and 2016. A Life Member of the soci-
ety, Fitzpatrick also travelled from Villanova in June 2003 to serve as the featured speaker for the society’s 
June meeting. She presented a well-received program about her father.  
 

It is with great appreciation that the society accepts the bequest of $5,000 as specified in her will. Her gift will 
further the ongoing work of preserving and promoting South River history.  

Louise Fitzpatrick (left) with her parents, 
John and Bettina Fitzpatrick at a 1965 testi-
monial dinner in his honor. Photograph from 

the collection of  Dr. Louise Fitzpatrick. 

Detail from the banner donated by 
Woodis Booraem. 



 

 

 In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society extends its sincere 
sympathies to the families of former 
society members Lorraine Chevalier 
McDonald, Edward Timko, Leo 
Surak, and former society trustee, 
Rosemary Freese. 

This & That 
 

 Wanted: Memories or stories 
about Fred Krug, who attended St. 
Mary's School in the late 1950s. 
Please contact the society by email 
or on Facebook if you have infor-
mation to share. 

 Exhibit: “Over There, Over Here,” 
Middlesex County’s exhibit on 
New Jersey during World War I 
continues until December 30, 
2018. For details, visit their web-
site: https://tinyurl.com/y9o9n8q4  

Special Acknowledgements 
 
 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

  IN MEMORY OF: 
 

    Mary Caroline Boden by Caroline B. Devlin 
    Katie Dey by JoAnn Devlin 
    Daniel & Evelyn Golden by Roger  & Joanie Golden 
    Walter B. Schaed by Doris P. Schaed 
    Deceased members of the Smutko Family by Ken & Gloria Smutko 
    Mildred Stults & Beatrice Stults by Myles “Scotty” Garrigan 
 

  CEMETERY FUND: 
 

    Eileen White 
 

  SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 

    John & Janice Hutchison 
    Anthony & JoAnn Razzano 
 

  GENERAL FUND: 
 

    Jack & Traci Alai   
    Meghan Alai & John Costello 
    Raymond E. Bevacqua 
    Alexander Mondrick, Jr. 
    Matthew P. Rein Foundation 
    Joanne Senko     
    Charles & Gladys Sicknick 
    Judith Smith, with a matching gift from Johnson & Johnson 
    John & Alexis Stashkevetch 

2018 Member Renewals 
 
There’s still time to send in your 
membership dues for 2018. Please 
consider sending your annual dues or 
upgrading to lifetime membership 
now. The society needs your contin-
ued support in order to continue its 
efforts to collect, preserve and pro-
mote South River’s rich history.  

 

Check the mailing label on this news-
letter to find out when your member-
ship expires. If you receive your copy 
of the newsletter via email, or read it 
on the website, send us an email at 
southriverhistory@gmail.com  and 
we’ll check our records to tell you 
when your membership expires. 
 

You can renew or submit a new mem-
bership for yourself or a friend using 
the form supplied in this newsletter, or 
you can print a form from the website.  
 

The SRH&PS appreciates your con-
tinued support. All dues and donations 
are tax deductible. Thank you! 

Chronicling America: New Jersey 
 
Next time you’re doing local research, or just looking for a little enter-
tainment in a history vein, take a look at the Chronicling America site 
from the Library of Congress (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov). Thanks to 
the Rutgers University Libraries, in collaboration with the New Jersey 
State Archives and the New Jersey State Library, New Jersey newspa-
pers are finally being added.  
 

The first addition is the Perth Amboy Evening News. Coverage begins 
with 1903, and, when complete, will include newspapers through 
1922. The West-Jersey Pioneer and the Jersey City News will be 
added as the project continues. The site allows searching, download-
ing, printing, and includes other options like browsing by date and 
limiting to front pages. It’s definitely worth a look! 

Headline from the front page of the Aug. 29, 1906 Perth Amboy Evening News.  
Image provided by the Rutgers University Libraries via the Library of Congress. 

6 



 

 

 News of the Past — “A Thrilling Drama” 
 
A largely forgotten chapter of South River’s history was resurrected during the show-and-tell program at the 
Annual Meeting in November. Al Baumann provided a reminder of the borough’s early role in the moving 
picture industry. 
 

Before Hollywood, there was Fort Lee, New Jersey. East coast communities like South River were sometimes 
used as locations for filming during the early decades of the 20th century, and in 1919, Richard Stanton filmed 
a scene in the borough for Checkers, a production of the William Fox studio.  
 

Based on a stage play by Henry Blossom, the film gets its title from the jockey around whom the action cen-
ters. The April 26, 1919 issue of The Moving Picture World included the headline “Fox Hires Railroad for 
Thriller.” The Daily Homes News of April 14, 1919 had its own coverage of the filming of the wreck. 
 

“The population of South River, Morgan and other towns in the munition district of Middlesex county, and 
particularly the small boys thereof, had a whole day of thrills yesterday which left the great explosion in the 
Gillespie plant last October but a poor mediocre memory. 
 

The occasion of all the excitement which depleted Sunday school attendance for many churches in the vicinity 
of South River was a real movie stunt enacted at the South River drawbridge on the Raritan River Railroad by 
a cast for the Fox Film Corporation. 
 

Director Dick Stanton, instigated thereto and abetted therein by the author, insisted on the villain's henchmen 
cutting off the wealthy heroes private car, in which he is be-
ing transported to Belmont Park to win the Futurity a couple 
of reels later, setting the car on fire and letting it rush back-
wards down a heavy grade right in the path of the oncoming 
passenger train. 
 

Of course, the heroic bridgetender, apprehending danger, 
throws open the draw in the nick of time and plunges the 
whole blazing contraption into the river. Of course, this is a 
mere incident in the careers of the hero, heroine and horse – 
they pass through reels of equally exciting adventures – and 
equally, of course, all escape unscathed, but it was what fur-
nished excitement for the juvenile population of that section 
of New Jersey yesterday.” 
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Train wreck images from the movie Checkers, published in Exhibitors Herald and Motography, May 24, 1919, page 61 (above)  
and in The Moving Picture World, April 26, 1919, page 528 (below). 
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The Voronoi Bowl 
 
A November visit from representatives of the village 
of Gafanha da Boa Hora, Portugal, and the larger 
municipality of Vagos, Portugal, resulted in an unex-
pected addition to the museum collections. A white 
porcelain "Voronoi Bowl" was presented to Mayor 
John Krenzel by Mayor Silverio Regalado of Vagos. 
The bowl and accompanying items were subse-
quently passed on to the South River Museum for 
the benefit of the community. Among the items in-
cluded with the bowl were descriptive texts in both 
Portuguese and English, decorative flags from 
Vagos and Gafanha da Boa Hora, and a postcard 
booklet from Vagos.  

 

The society would like to express its deep apprecia-
tion to both mayors for these representative pieces 
of South River’s connection to Portugal. 

Above: The “Voronoi Bowl” . To learn more about the bowl, 
visit www.studiolevien.com/projects/voronoi-bowl 
 
Left: Decorative flags representing Vagos and Gafanha da 
Boa Hora, Portugal. 



 

 

2018 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                   All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)_____________________________________ 

   

         $________                           in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

    

 My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


