SOUTH RIVER

HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION

Number 92, November 2017 N EWS

Next Meeting: President's Message by Brian Armstrong
November 29

2017 Annual Meeting:
In the Spotlight

As a change of pace, I decided to search the newspaper archive to see what types of
South River news items were in print in November 1917, one hundred years ago.

The first thing I noticed was the cost of food. The price of milk was going up a
penny, to 7 cents a pint and 12 cents a quart, because “producers were charging
more” and there was an increased “cost of operating their delivery routes.” South
River’s Eastern Market was selling meats for under 30 cents a pound including ham,
veal chops, prime rib, and chicken with double S&H Green Stamps on Saturdays.

Bring a piece of South
River history for
show-and-tell or share
a favorite story from
your memories of

peop}e, places, or The news about people in town was also very interesting. Samuel Yates, one half of
events mn the bqrough. the Yates Brothers' Brick Company and owner of Yates Hall (today the Portuguese
The audience will be in  Fisherman), was running for mayor. His grandfather was Samuel Whitehead, who

the spotlight for this  was a pioneer in the brick/clay excavation business in the borough in the 1840s.
unstructured evening of
oral history Dr. Burnett and N.W. Clayton (of Clayton Lumber) were touring the west by train

and socializing. using the Northern Pacific Railway and the Southern Pacific Railroad. They jour-
neyed approximately 10,000 miles by train during their trip, seeing all the “great

Join us at 7:00 p.m. sights to be found in the western states.”

at the South River
Museum, 64-66 Main Items in the classified ads included an old established poolroom, a 1916 Chalmers
Street, South River.  touring car with electric starter and lights, and a team of good workhorses. One item
A light dinner that included a price was a small Studebaker for $160. Items that people wanted in-

will be served. cluded a good typewriter, Underwood,
Royal, Remington, or similar make; and an
Museum Hours auto driver for a truck, must be sober.

The South River The South River soldiers in Camp Dix at
Museum is open to the =~ Wrightstown received “plenty of good
general public from things to keep them happy and comfort-
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  able.” They received the proceeds from the .
on the first Sunday of moving picture shows held for their benefit %

each month (second  at the Star Theatre on Ferry Street. WWI era posteard of Fort Dix.
Sundai;gigl;yirSt s Final}y, there were stories about the Great Ffom th‘e collection of Stephanie ]'3artz'
War in Europe. Germany could not afford to feed its prisoners, so French nationals,
December 3 old women and children, were being moved like cattle from occupied French terri-
January 7, 2018 tory through Switzerland. Italy was worried that it might lose Venice and Padua to
February 4, 2018 the enemy. Kerensky’s White Russian army was near Petrograd and ready to attack
the Bolsheviks.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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South River Historical & Preservation News

Published five times a year by the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Editor: Stephanie Bartz To Our Readers:

Contributors: The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake,

Marilyn Anastasio Brian Armstrong please let us know.

Stephanie Bartz ~ Ann Rafano
Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.

Mailings & Distribution: Submissions for the next issue must be received by January 10.

Joann Smith-Goepfert

William Goepfert Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter

via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2017 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

OFFICERS TRUSTEES

South River (Images of
President: John Costello America) Book — $21.99 _
Brian Armstrong Hank Dziemian Includes seven chapters with
Vice President: William Goepfert more thaq 200 photqgraphs
Nan Whitehead Sara-Ann Goldman and descriptive captions. Pub-
Secretary: Linda Grimm lished June 2015.
Richard Alai Anita Hermstedt Medallion Ornament
Treasurer: Kathleen Hyland Commemorating the Old School Baptist
Marilyn Anastasio Ryan Jones Church (now the South River Museum)
: : Paul Migut ~$10.00
Immedlate Past President: Donna Rafano
Dick Meyers [Deceased] Ken Roginski —re—e— ]| 2017 SRH&PS Calendar —
Charles Sicknick $8.00; 2016 and older, $6.00
COMMITTEES Q 177 || (2009 & older, 10 for 10.00)
' Includes historical images
Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz with descriptive captions.

Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano
Calendar - Doris Miller

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert 1894 photo of the' OSBC .

) (now the South River Mu- \'; :
G}."ants' ) Brl‘an‘Armstro'ng , seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC ki’ TEP L’N
HlSl‘Ol.”lC Buzldmgs & 5"1tes — Brian Armstrong graveyard; Main St., 1906. 31 . f ld
Hospitality - Linda Grimm
Membership - Marilyn Anastasio Old School Baptist
Newsletter - Stephanie Bartz Church Note Cards with Envelopes — Set of
Program - Nan Whitehead 5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features
Publicity - Donna Rafano an 1894 photo of the OSBC.

Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert

' Lapel Pin — $5.00
Web Site - Stephanie Bartz

Collectible pin commemorating
the South River Museum — Old

HONORARY TRUSTEES | School Baptist Church [size-
Woodis Booraem (2002)  Doris Miller (2008) 7/8 inch].
Ann Rafano (2003) Robert Rafano (2008) . . .
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)  Brian Armstrong (2014) Note: P rices reflect minimum do.n.attons and
Stephanie Bartz (2007) Tris Schmitt (2014) do not include postage. Please visit our web-

site for additional items.
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Special Acknowledgements [Over There, Over Here...

CONTRIBUTIONS A new exhibit on New Jersey during World War I opens at Mid-
dlesex County’s Cornelius Low House this month. The Office of

IN MEMORY OF: Culture & Heritage has gathered artifacts that tell the stories of
New Jerseyans and the effect the war had on those at home and

My Husband, Leon Litarowich by . i
Elizabeth Litarowich fighting abroad. Stop by to see the display and you may be able

to spot the items that were loaned from the collections at the

Frank Shamy by ) X ) ™ )
Dorothy Shamy South River Museum. For more information visit the Middlesex
County website: http://tinyurl.com/yauasx5s.
New Acquisitions

e Two bottles from the South River Bottling Co., dated 1927 and 1930; three bottles embossed "The prop-
erty of K. Konopack, So. River, N.J."; postcard of the Post Office; thermometer from Holmes Calendar
Co., Holmes Ave., South River. Donated by Melissa Holzmann.

e Eight color photographs of the aftermath of the fire at 167 Whitehead Ave-
nue sparked by the fire at Duttkin's Bowling Alley, January 13, 1964. Do-
nated by Phyllis Kokoszka Lockwood.

¢ Bottle openers from Cost Liquor Store, Jackson Liquors, Main Pharmacy,
and Alexander Pharmacy; sponge from C. Robert Appleby Insurance.
Anonymous donation.

e Ashtray from Alexander Pharmacy. Donated by Leslie Zelanko.

e Assorted items collected from 140 Whitehead Avenue, including a third
place ribbon for tomatoes from the Sept. 1948 grade school flower and gar-
den show, photographs from a wedding held at St. Stephen's Church, a record book and pay receipts for
hours worked at a local sewing factory, child's toys, medicine bottles, etc. Do-
nated by Tabatha Forgue.

e Binder containing SRHS football programs, a photograph of the 1961 team,
and a newspaper section about the team; June 1961 issue of "The Ram" news-
letter; newspaper clippings about the 1962 cafeteria boycott and a draft issue
of "The Mar" newsletter produced during the boycott; newspaper clipping
showing the donor as a child with his parents at a military Service Club; and
newspaper clippings about the annual Knights of Columbus soap box derby.
Donated by Ray Bevacqua.

e Medallion and plastic mug commemorating the South River Police Depart-
ment’s jubilee, 1917-2017; photographs of South River’s mini-bike track, a
parade, and an ambulance. Donated by the South River Police Department.

2018 Membership Renewals

If you haven't done it yet, please consider sending in your membership dues for 2018 or upgrading to lifetime
membership now. The society needs your continued support in order to continue its efforts to preserve and
promote South River’s rich history.

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find out when your membership expires. If you receive your
newsletter via email or read it on the website, email us at southriverhistory@gmail.com and we’ll check our
records to tell you when your membership expires.

You can renew or submit a new membership for yourself or a friend using the form supplied in this newsletter,
or you can print a form from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support. All dues and donations are tax deductible. Thank you!




Lincoln School, 1915 — 2017

Completed in 1915, Lincoln School was the third modern school building to be built in South River. Washing-
ton School No. 1, which later became the high school, the junior high school, and then the middle school, was
located at the corner of George Street and Thomas Street. School No. 2, which was renamed Willett School in
1910 to honor South River’s origins, was located on Charles Street.

After much discussion and
266—Public School No. 3, South River, N. J. multiple votes, construction
of South River’s third public
school building began in
1914. Designated Public
School No. 3, the building
was located on property pre-
viously owned by Edward
Barkelew. It opened for its
first session in 1915, and
had 59 pupils in the 1915-
1916 school year.

In 1922 the school was re-
named Lincoln School. It
continued as a public school
until finally closing in 1982
due to declining enrollment.

Postcard of Public School No. 3, later Lincoln School, circa 1915. o
From the collection of Stephanie Bartz. In later years, the building

was home to the Head Start
Program. After being sold to the borough in 1995, it was used as a community center and for other purposes
until falling into disrepair and sitting unused for many years. Several attempts were made to sell the building
at auction. The effort finally succeeded in 2014 when it was acquired by the current developer. Following a
long period of preparation and inte-
rior work, final demolition of the
building took place in June 2017. -

The images show the building at
the beginning and end of its life-
time. If you look closely, you can
see the original location of one of
the newest additions to the South
River Museum. Emblazoned across
the rectangle just below the center
peak of the facade are the words

that legend survives.

Thanks to the workers of Andre
Construction and employees of the
borough, the word “Public” was
saved and the piece was delivered
to the museum. An attempt was

made to save the entire name, but R :
the condition of building made it Lincoln School prior to demolition, June 5, 2017. Photograph by Paul Migut.
impossible to safely remove it. Inset: The rescued piece from building fagade. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.




Treasures from the Archives — Expanded Video Library

Thanks to a recent acquisition from the archives of TV35, the video collection at the South River Museum is a
little richer. Among the VHS tapes gifted to the society are the following recordings.

“Our Town," an interview with Principal Pope, Nov. 22, 1993

Memorial Day, 1994

Groundbreaking for the South River Elementary/Middle School, July 1, 1996
South River Fire Department 100™ Anniversary Parade, Sept. 28, 1996
South River Elementary/Middle School Dedication, Nov. 16, 1997
Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission Essay Contest, May 9, 1998

SRHS Graduation, 1998

Bissetts Pond Rededication, July 10, 1998

Bike Rodeo, June 16, 2001

Interfaith Service, Sept. 1, 2001

Concert at Sts. Peter & Paul, Dec. 16, 2001

Ribbon Cutting for the New Police/Criminal Justice Building, Feb. 9, 2003
9/11 Memorial Dedication, Sept. 11, 2003

Police Promotions, 2004

200"™ Anniversary Old School Baptist Church, Sept. 18, 2005

Volunteer Memorial Dedication, Sept. 24, 2005

The tapes are being reviewed to eliminate duplication with the existing collection. Unique recordings will be
converted to DVD and made available at the museum.

Videos already available at the museum include such events as field day, 1931; the Welcome Home Celebra-
tion for Veterans of World War II, 1946; May Day, 1947; a Willett School carnival and concert, 1963; the
250th anniversary of South River, 1970; the demolition of Campbell School, 1999; and a variety of programs
sponsored by the society.

Spotlight on Facebook: An Update

In the February 2016 issue of South River Historical & Preservation News, it was reported that the fans of the
historical society’s Facebook page were 900 strong. That number has increased steadily in the ensuing months
and now stands at 1,163.

The demographic characteristics of the group haven’t changed greatly with the increase in engagement. Men
are still vastly outnumbered by women, and people between the ages of 45 and 54 still represent the highest
percentage of fans. Most are based in the United States, with 333 in South River, but “members” also hail
from Uruguay, Canada, Bangladesh, Brazil, Belarus, the Dominican Republic, the United Kingdom, Indone-
sia, India, Italy, Mexico, the Netherlands, Poland, Puerto Rico, and Romania.

ling, or know someone
that we can share South | YourFans

nificant other, child, sib- | women
them to join the society Men T —
and T o page s ~ - .-
| 38% 6% 5%
8% on, 8%

One of the things this data tells us is that we need to engage both the younger generations and more men. If
8%
0
else with a link to South | Theres o 1% -
)
River history more Age distribution chart for fans of the Society’s Facebook page (as of October 15, 2017).

you have a spouse, sig- | 15% e
12%
- - . ]
RIVGI', please encourage 1317 18-24 25-34 3544 45-54 55-64 B85+
broadly. Thank you! .
5



2017 Members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

John Alai

Maureen & Richard Alai
Thomas Anastasio & Family
Brian O. Armstrong

Jay & Sharon Armstrong
Rebecca Baczyk

Tom & Karen Bara
Anthony Barritta

Alfred & Georgia Baumann
Jacqueline Brown

Caroline Boden Devlin
Walter* & Mary Ann Boyler
Marvin & Karen Bradford
Christine Brasno

Arianna Brister

Sarah Brister

Louise Bruhn

Donald & Margaret Calnan
Lorraine Chevalier McDonald
John Costello & Family
Frank Czapkowski

Wendy Dell Richter

JoAnn Devlin

Hank Dziemian

Rosemary Erickson

Nick Errico

George E. Feaster & Family
Kathi Fee Palacios
Christine Fowler

Joyce Funk

Marie S. Gardner

Myles “Scotty” Garrigan
Charles & Pat Gawarkiewicz
William Goepfert

Roger M. & Joanie Golden
Sara-Ann Goldman

John & Linda Grimm
Nicole Guardino

Michael Gumino

James Gurchensky

Eileen Habacht Nusbaum
Monica Harder

Shawn Hausssermann
Douglas E. Heine

Sarah Hasham Attalla
William & Anita Hermstedt
John & Janice Hutchison
Kathleen Hyland

Nora Jensen

Devin Jeter

Ryan Jones

Len Klekner

Walter C. & Dianne Koziatek
John Krenzel

John Kulakovich

Marion Kutawski

Jennifer LaPlante

Kevin & Jennifer LaScala
Elizabeth Litarowich

Alfred* & Shirley Losiewicz
Timothy Lynch

Brandon Madalone

Lily Marach

Betty Matyas

Maureen McCallion

Ginger McCutcheon

Julie Meira

Bruce Meyers

Paul & Karyn Migut
Alexander G. Mondrick, Jr.
Hannah Marie Nale

Ruth Nole

Elaine O’Neill

John & Marley O'Neill, Jr.
Gergory & Bernadette Palaski
Justin Pechulis

Chase Petras

Gary V. Petrie

Jakub Policht

Carol E. Presnal

Richard* & Kathy Prusarczyk
Amy & Zac Rafano

Chris, Donna Rafano, & Family
Rob, Julie Rafano, & Family
Robert C. & Ann Rafano
Tricia Raquepo

Anthony & JoAnn Razzano
Janice Rein

Walter F. Rice

Irene “Debby” Richter
Donna Roehsler

Edwin & Dolores Roginski
Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch
Ryan Ruzicki

Vivian Sandler

John Sapata

Janet L. Satterthwaite
Richard & Karen Satterthwaite
Eleanor Schaed Eppinger
Walter* & Doris Schaed

Iris Schmitt

Albert & Kathleen Seaman
Theresa Sellar

Joanne G. Senko

Michele Senko

Frank* & Dorothy Shamy
Charles & Gladys Sicknick
Judith G. Smith

Layne Smith

Linda Smith

Joann Smith-Goepfert
Kenneth & Gloria Smutko
John & Alexis Stashkevetch
Alexis Steffaro

Jill, Steven & Hayden Sullivan
Michael Szewczyk

Sara Teator

Harriet Thomas

Edward & Mary Timko
Eugene & Cynthia Urbanik
Deyvid Vasilev

Emiel & Eliane Verloove
Rebecca Walsh

Eileen White

Nan Whitehead

Janice Whitehead Chase
Diane Whitehead Himmelberger
Cynthia A. Wilk

Stephen R, Wilk

Anna Wolan Cygan

Walter B. Woronowicz
Aeron Yesis

Lynn & Joseph* Zawadsky
Peter M. Zawadsky, MD
Jean H. Zimmerman

Judy Zinis

Edward & Mara Zukowski

* Deceased

Member List
Continued on Page 7

In Memoriam

The South River Historical &
Preservation Society extends its
sincere sympathies to the fami-
lies of society members Louise
Fitzpatrick, Frank Shamy, and
Joseph Zawadsky.




By the Beautiful Sea

Merry-go-rounds, Ferris wheels, boardwalks, dancing, and all the things that
go with amusement parks and visits to the Jersey shore were highlighted at
the September meeting. The program on lost amusement parks brought back
warm summer days of years gone by for speaker and audience alike.

Rick Geffken, author of multiple
books, presented a slideshow
and encouraged those in atten-
dance to share memories and ask
questions during the program.
Geffken explained how early
New Jersey amusement parks
were patterned after Coney Is-
land, the first major venue of its
kind on the east coast. Boynton
Beach, in the Sewaren section of {
Woodbridge; Atlantic Beach, in
Atlantic Highlands; Highland
Beach, on the Sandy Hook pen-
insula; Long Branch; Asbury Park; and other locations were included in the
presentation.

Rich Geftken during his presentation at the South
River Museum, September 27, 2017.
Photograph by Stephanie Bartz.

Some of the more unusual entertainment options offered at resorts and amuse-
ment areas were new to the audience. Even before the advent of “talking pic-
tures,” there was an “Air-drome” at Highland Beach featuring moving pic-
tures and dancing for a single admission. Auto polo, which replaced horses
with automobiles, was played at Ocean Park in Long Branch.

A new museum exhibit complemented the program. “Day Trips to Forgotten
Places” showcased photographs, postcards, and memorabilia from some of
the same places discussed during the presentation. An autographed copy of
the book Geffken coauthored with George Severini, Lost Amusement Parks of
the North Jersey Shore, has also been added to the museum collections.

Member List — Cont’d

Life Members

Paul Barsczewski
Stephanie Bartz

Barbara Becker Cline
Louise Fitzpatrick*

John “Jake” Garboski
Eileen (Kozak) Koltwich
Candice Lewandoski
Marilyn Mark Zawadsky
Kenneth Roginski
Norman Scheinberg, Ph.D
Mary Witt, MD Deceased

Business Members

Alai Tile Company
Financial Foundation
Services Group
La Tavola Cucina
Rafano & Wood, PC
South River Boat Club

Honorary Members

Woodis Booraem (2002)
Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert C. Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)

GE

Boynton Beach as viewed from the pier, July 17, 1895.

Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid.
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A Portrait Restored

As reported in the April 2017 issue of South River Historical & Preservation News, the socwty was fortunate
to obtain portraits of two former South River bank executives X = -

who were well known in the community. The oil paintings of P =

Joseph Mark and Robert F. Fountain were created by well

known local artist Joseph Csatari and gifted to the society by
the PNC Financial Services Group.

The painting of Joseph Mark arrived at the museum in ex-
cellent condition, and has been on display since shortly after
it was added to the collection. Unfortunately, Fountain’s por-
trait didn’t fare as well. It was damaged some time during its
years in storage.

With the agreement of the society’s executive board, a repre-
sentative of that group approached the original artist about
the problem. Mr. Csatari graciously agreed to retouch the
portrait and render it once again ready for display.
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Originally painted in 1952 for the 50™ anniversary of the
First National Bank of South River, Fountain’s portrait was
completed just four years before his death in January 1956.
Sixty-five years after its creation, it’s as good as new. It will
be added to the portrait gallery that circles the museum bal- The restored ol p-ain’tiné of Robert F. Fountain,
cony as soon as reframing is complete. Our thanks go out to painted by Joseph Csatari.

Joseph Csatari for restoring this piece of South River history.
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2018 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: [ | New [ |Renewal [ ]Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): r Adult $10.00
Address: r Student $5.00
City: State: _ ZipCode: r Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00
|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r Lifetime - Individual $250.00

|:| I would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ I:l Cash I:l Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 3 1.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ D Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

]

Company name/address

My company has a matching gift program.

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




