
 

 

  

SOUTH RIVER 
 

  HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION
                                                        NEWS  

 

President's Message by Brian Armstrong 
 
As I prepare for the February meeting, and my presentation on the history of major 
South River fires, I am reminded of the heroic efforts of borough citizens and fire 
departments to ensure the survival of the town. Newspaper accounts of the blazes 
report vigilant citizens spotting the first signs of the fires and alerting the authorities. 
In the early days, bucket brigades of men, women, and sometimes children, col-
lected water from the South River to douse the fires.  
 

Although Ferry Street is the most fire-scarred street in the borough, the loss of build-
ings would have been much worse if not for the dedication of the South River Fire 
Department and the assistance of fire departments from surrounding towns. Adjacent 
buildings were often sprayed with water to stop the spread of fire and save the town 
from major catastrophe.   
 

The success of these efforts is also re-
flected in the small number of injuries and 
low loss of life during the fires. The fires 
at the Steamboat Hotel on Reid Street in 
1896, the Riverside Hotel on Water Street 
in 1903, and the Pershing Hotel on Main 
Street in 2012 were each associated with 
one death. Although none of the other ma-
jor fires had fatalities, several individuals 
died fire-related deaths caused by wood 
burning fireplaces or gas stoves. In 1930, 
Peter Barone died in the explosion he cre-
ated in an attempt to collect insurance money. In other cases, firefighters were in-
jured by falling timbers and other fire-related issues.  
 

Nature and human activity contributed to fires in the borough. The 1897 fire at Clay-
ton & Pierson's Lumber Yard was caused by a lightning strike and other fires were 
impacted by strong winds. Wood frame buildings and stored lumber created some of 
the more spectacular fires like the one at the South River Brick Company on Reid 
Street in 1925. The 1926 fire at the Armstrong Sales building on Water Street was 
punctuated by the explosion of numerous cars. The 1969 fire at the silk mill revealed 
yet another threat: 200 drums of chemicals. The lack of available water during the 
1908 Main Street fire highlighted a serious flaw in the fire safety plan. 
 

If you are interested in more stories about these fires that effected South River his-
tory, please join us on February 22 at 7 pm at the South River Museum. 

Next Meeting: 
February 22 

 

Shaped by Fire 
 

A program on major 
fires from 1870 to the 

present will be  
presented by  

Brian Armstrong, 
president of the society. 

 

Newspapers, photos, 
and other material will 
be used to detail how 

the fires started and the  
efforts made to fight 

and contain them.  
 

Join us at 7:00 p.m.  
at the South River  

Museum — Old School 
Baptist Church, 64-66 

Main Street, South 
River. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 
each month (second 

Sunday if the first is a 
holiday): 

 

February 5 
March 5 
April 2 

Number 88, February 2017 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/  or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

View of Clayton & Pierson’s lumber yard after 
the fire sparked by lightning, May 25, 1897. 

Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid. 
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To Our Readers:   
 

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake, 
please let us know. 
 

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.  
Submissions for the next issue must be received by March 10. 
 

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter 
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 

 

  OFFICERS 
 

   President: 
     Brian Armstrong 
   Vice President: 
     Nan Whitehead 
   Secretary: 
     Richard Alai 
   Treasurer: 
     Marilyn Anastasio 
 

   Immediate Past President: 
     Dick Meyers [Deceased] 
 

 

SRH&PS 2017 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

     John Costello 
     Hank Dziemian  
     William Goepfert  
     Sara-Ann Goldman  
     Linda Grimm  
     Anita Hermstedt 
     Kathleen Hyland 
     Ryan Jones 
     Paul Migut  
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Charles Sicknick 

 

    
 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar  - Doris Miller 
  Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants - Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites – Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality - Linda Grimm 
  Membership - Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter  - Stephanie Bartz 
  Program - Nan Whitehead 
  Publicity - Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site - Stephanie Bartz 
 
HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 

Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old School Baptist 
Church (now the South River Museum) 
– $10.00 

 

2017 SRH&PS Calendar – 
$8.00; 2016 and older, $6.00  
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00) 
Includes historical images 
with descriptive captions. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 
1894  photo of the OSBC 
(now the South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC 
graveyard; Main St., 1906. 
 

Old School Baptist 
Church Note Cards with Envelopes – Set of 
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features 
an 1894  photo of the OSBC.  

 

Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorating 
the South River Museum – Old 
School Baptist Church [size- 
7/8 inch]. 

 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 



 

 

Treasures from the Archives — Memories of Times Past 
 
Although the image bears little resemblance to the view along the South River in 2017, the painting donated 
last year by Woodis Booraem evokes a certain sense of memory and wistfulness for a bygone age. 
 
Painted by Edward Lange in 1882, the artwork depicts the riverfront and the South River Hotel, more com-
monly known as Klauser’s Hotel. Lange was born in 1846 and died in 1912. He travelled widely and is 
known for the local views he painted from the east coast to the west. 

Located at the corner of the streets that are now Klausers Lane and Water Street, the hotel was owned and 
operated by Ambrose and Pauline Klauser, grandparents of the donor. The sign over the entry reads “A. 
Klauser, Wein & Lager Beer.” 
 

According to John P. Wall’s History of Middlesex County, New Jersey, 1664-1920, Ambrose Klauser came 
to the United States from Germany in 1863. He purchased the hotel about nine years later, and ran it until his 
death in 1905. After the death of her husband, Pauline Klauser took over the business. Woodis Booraem was 
born there, just  a few years before it finally closed in 1922.  
 

The horse-drawn cart seen in the painting is likely from Willett’s Brick Yard. Rail tracks to accommodate 
such carts ran past the hotel so that bricks could be transported to the river for shipping on boats bound for 
New York and other ports. A few of the various types of boats that travelled on the South River are also part 
of the scene. 
 

Thanks to a generous donation and the work of the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts, the 
painting recently underwent restoration and conservation. It will soon be prominently displayed at the South 
River Museum for visitors to enjoy.  

3 

Edward Lange’s 1882 painting of Klauser’s Hotel. 



 

 

 All Hands on Deck! 
 
Thanks to the Borough of South 
River, the public areas of the South 
River Museum got a face-lift last 
fall with a much needed round of 
repairs and a fresh coat of paint.  
 

In early October, to prepare for the 
work, everything on the ground 
level was moved. The November 
16 annual meeting was fast ap-
proaching by the time the painting 
was completed and the society was 
given the go-ahead to put things 
back in place. A dedicated crew got 
together at the museum on Novem-
ber 11, less than a week before the 
event, to restore order. Cleaning, 
organizing, reorganizing, heavy 
lifting, and compromise, with a 
modicum of socializing thrown in, 
were the order of the day.  
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A view of the interior of the museum as it looked after the painters completed their 
work. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

The crew at work on November 11, 2016. Above, left to right: Sarah Blake and Sara-Ann Goldman; Ann Rafano, Sara-Ann Gold-
man, Bob Rafano, and Marilyn Anastasio; and Stephanie Bartz. 

Below, left to right: Bob Rafano; Bill Hermstedt, Hank Dziemian, and Paul Migut; and Rich Alai. 
Photographs by Marilyn Anastasio and Stephanie Bartz. 



 

 

Celebrating a Milestone 
 
The 2016 annual meeting in November was a celebration of the society’s accomplishments, in particular the 
work of collecting, cataloging, preserving, and exhibiting items of historical interest. Bob Rafano, one of the 
founding members of the society, gave an overview of society history highlighting events such as the year-
long celebration of South River's 275th anniversary in 1995, the opening of the museum in 1999, twenty-five 
years of historical calendars, and the publication of the South River – Images of America book in 2015. 
 

Thanks were extended to the mayors and members of the borough council who have served since the organi-
zation was established. Their support has been critical to the society's success. Appreciation was also ex-
pressed for the significant role the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission has played 
throughout the years. 
 

Brian Armstrong followed 
Rafano's remarks with a 
short talk about the mu-
seum collections. He 
spoke about the range of 
items collected, from vis-
ual material such as pho-
tographs and maps, to 
physical objects such as 
the bricks produced by 
local industry, and written 
and oral histories such as 
the scholarship essays that 
are being added to the col-
lections each year. 
 

Gathering the more than 
10,000 items that have 
thus far been cataloged 
started with the founding 
of the South River Histori-
cal & Preservation Society 
in 1988 and the subsequent 
purchase of the portraits of 
the Willett sisters in 1989. 
It wasn't until a decade later and the opening of the South River Museum that the work of cataloging the arti-
facts was really begun. Early efforts relied on paper and pencil rather than computer, but by 2002, a com-
puter and a program called PastPerfect were purchased to facilitate the work. 
  

Although not the first artifact, or even the first donation, a 1914 blueprint map of South River's Washington 
Park, donated by Richard Pucci, became the first item entered into PastPerfect on November 2, 2002. In the 
years since that time, new items have been cataloged as they're received, and work on the backlog created 
during previous years has been incorporated into the ongoing process. The 10,000th item, a 1971 newspaper 
clipping, donated by Woodis Booraem, was cataloged on April 22, 2016. Credit for the accomplishment is 
shared by many, most notably Maria O’Grady, the society’s first cataloger; Sarah Blake, the current cata-
loger; and Stephanie Bartz, chair of the Artifacts Committee. 
  

The annual election took place prior to the program. The existing roster of officers will continue for another 
year: Brian Armstrong, President; Nan Whitehead, Vice President; Marilyn Anastasio, Treasurer; and Rich-
ard Alai; Secretary. Trustees William Goepfert, Paul Migut, and Ken Roginski were re-elected, and John 
Costello was elected to his first term as a trustee. Congratulations to all! 
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Brian Armstrong displays one of the many visual artifacts from the museum collections, a  
photograph of the Nonpareil Club taken by an unnamed photographer in the early 1900s. 

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 



 

 

 News of the Past  
 
The Sunday Times, New Brunswick,  Sunday, March 21, 1926, page 14 
 
“South River Theatre Man will Present Movies Tomorrow, Despite Arrest and Fine Imposed on Him for Same 
Offense Committed Last Sunday” 
 

   Manager Klivan of the Star Theatre will run another picture show to-
morrow, notwithstanding his arrest last Sunday and a subsequent fine of 
one dollar imposed by Recorder Van Norden according to the State laws. 
The arrest was made by Chief Eberwein. 
   It is understood that Mr. Klivan will be arrested again Sunday by Chief 
Eberwein, who will take him before Recorder Van Norden for another 
hearing under the New Jersey Vice and Immorality Act. After the third 
time the case will be turned over to the prosecutor for trial before the 
county court. 
   This is the first time that Mr. Klivan has made a bold attempt to run his 
theatre on Sunday. It is understood that he is determined to go ahead with 
Sunday shows and will have the laws thoroughly tested before he closes 
again. He claims he has as much right to run shows on Sunday as other 
places have. “If they stop me, then stop the other fellow,” said Klivan, 
   It is understood that dances are held in different parts of the borough on 
Sunday. 

“Other News” 
 

Miss Edna Gordon of New York 
is the week-end guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Herrmann. Mr. and 
Mrs. Herrmann celebrated the an-
niversary of their wedding yester-
day. 

Little Anna Beldering, who is a 
patient at the Middlesex Hospital, 
New Brunswick, having underwent an operation for mastoids, is now much better and rapidly recovering. 

Mrs. William Grey is recovering from the effects of an operation for appendicitis performed at the Middle-
sex Hospital Wednesday. 

Master Charles Van Zandt, who has been ill with grip, has recovered and is able to be out again. 
Mrs. Fred Quad is ill and confined to her home on Washington Street. Dr. C. Burnett is the attending physi-

cian. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Heinrich are now residing in a cozy bungalow on Devoe street. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Armstrong are having a sun parlor erected on the front of their house on Main street. 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Perrine have moved from Rhode Hall to the borough. They are residing on Center 

street. 
Mrs. Harry Crenning is the owner of a new “Junior Eight” Locomobile car.     
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New Jersey's "An Act for suppressing vice and immorality" included a 
long list of prohibited activities. Section one of the law specified the fol-
lowing. 
 

That no traveling, worldly employment or business, ordinary or servile 
labor or work either upon land or water (works of necessity and charity 
excepted), nor shooting, fishing (not including fishing with a seine or net, 
which is hereafter provided for), sporting, hunting, gunning, racing, or 
frequenting of tippling-houses, or any interludes, plays, dancing, singing, 
fiddling or other music for the sake of merriment, nor any playing at foot-
ball, fives, nine-pins, bowls, long bullets or quoits, nor any other kind of 
playing, sports, pastimes, or diversions, shall be done, performed, used or 
practiced, by any person or persons within this state, on the Christian Sab-
bath, or first day of the week, commonly called Sunday… 
 

[Compiled Statutes of New Jersey. Published under the Authority of the 
Legislature by Virtue of an Act Approved April 12, 1910 (1911), page 
5712.] 

Postcard of the Star Theatre on Ferry 
Street courtesy of Cinema Treasures 

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/36593 



 

 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

  IN MEMORY OF: 
 

    Daniel & Evelyn Golden by Joanie & Roger M. Golden 
    Margaret & Joseph Smutko by Gloria & Ken Smutko  
 

  SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 

    Matthew P. Rein Foundation 
 

  GENERAL FUND: 
 

    Gladys & Charles Sicknick 
    Judith Smith 
    On behalf of ROMEO Class of ‘61 

Membership  
Renewal for 2017 
 
There’s still time to send in your mem-
bership dues for 2017. Please consider 
sending your annual dues or upgrading 
to lifetime membership now. The soci-
ety needs your continued support in or-
der to continue its efforts to collect, pre-
serve and promote South River’s rich 
history.  
 

Check the mailing label on this newslet-
ter to find out when your membership 
expires. If you receive your newsletter 
via email or read it on the website, email 
us at southriverhistory@gmail.com  and 
we’ll check our records to tell you when 
your membership expires. 
 

You can renew or submit a new mem-
bership for yourself or a friend using the 
form supplied in this newsletter, or you 
can print a form from the website.  
 

The SRH&PS appreciates your contin-
ued support. All dues and donations are 
tax deductible.  

Thank you! 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation Society ex-
tends its sympathies to the families of Al Losiewicz and 
Walter Boyler, who were long-standing members of the 
society, and integral parts of the South River school sys-
tem for many years. 

 

 New Acquisitions 
 

 Plaque from South River Sewage Treatment 
Plant, Federal Emergency Administration of 
Public Works Project No. NJ 1233-D and 
plaque listing Members of Borough Council, 
1937. Donated by Stephanie and Ed Bartz. 

 Green glass soda bottle from Allgeier's Bever-
ages Inc., 28 fl.oz. Donated by Alfred J. 
Baumann, Jr. 

 Embossed panel from a South River Brick 
Company (SRBCo) brick mold. Donated by 
Ron Petersen. 

 Program from the first annual Hall of Fame 
dinner, 1988; videotape of 9/11 service, 2001; 
patch and pinback button from the South River 
Pistol Club; framed photo-
graph of Paul M. Zelanko in 
uniform and documents re-
lated to his military service; 
assorted historical newspa-
pers and magazines. Do-
nated by Leslie Zelanko. 

The Mystery of the Swan Hotel 
 
Histories mysteries are legion, but a recent find in the “Historical 
New Brunswick Newspapers,” made available by the New Bruns-
wick Free Public Library, may have solved one of them for us.  
 

The Swan Hotel was 
located on the stretch 
of  Old Bridge Turn-
pike beyond Pettit Ave-
nue. It had several in-
carnations, having had 
multiple owners, and 
having been rebuilt af-
ter it burned in 1875.  
 

Legend has it that the 
hotel collapsed, some 
time in the early 20th 
century, and fell down 
the hill into a wooded, marshy area behind it. Years later, when the 
area was excavated, no trace of the debris was found, or so the 
story goes. 
 

An article in the August 19, 1924 Daily Home News may finally 
put the legend to rest. "The Raritan Clay Products Company asked 
for the privilege of moving the Swan Hotel on the South River road 
across the highway. This will be permitted under the supervision of 
the County Road Supervisor, John Liesen." 

The Swan Hotel as photographed by R. Van Dyke 
Reid on May 7, 1897. 
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A War Story 
 
2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the entry of the United States into 
the “Great War,” more commonly known as World War I. The doughboy 
monument in front of the South River Museum commemorates eleven 
South River men who lost their lives during that war. Wislenty Bon-
carewicz, David Gecelik, Thomas Lyons, William Schmitzer, Joseph 
Shepsco, Michael Shuplek, and John Yaramchuck were all killed in ac-
tion. Steve Levandosky and Conrad Schmitt died of wounds. Henry 
Wenzel and Frank Frandsen died of pneumonia contracted while serving. 
 

The New Jersey State Library maintains a database of “World War I 
Deaths: Descriptive Cards, Photographs, and Correspondence.” Their 
records list an additional three men from South River who served in and 
died during the war. Nick Dutko and Ignacy Rudewicz were both Rus-
sian immigrants who died of disease in October 1918. Nicola Micelotta, 
Italian by birth, was wounded in action and died in November 1918. 
 

More than 350 additional names are inscribed on a plaque “In honor of 
the boys of South River who answered their country’s call and served in 
the World War, 1917-1918.” The plaque is located inside the museum. 
 

Centennial events will be taking place around the state throughout the 
year. For more information on New Jersey’s role in World War I, and the 
events being planned, visit the New Jersey World War I Centennial site: 
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/nj-wwi-centennial-home.html.  

The World War I memorial at the  
South River Museum. 

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 



 

 

2017 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                   All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)_____________________________________ 

   

         $________                           in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

    

 My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


