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Next Meeting:
November 16

10,000 and counting!

Join us as we celebrate
the milestone of adding
the 10,000th item to
our catalog.

A brief business
meeting will be
followed by a short
program and an
opportunity to view the
exhibits.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum — Old School
Baptist Church, 64-66
Main Street, South
River. A light dinner
will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to the
general public from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month (second
Sunday if the first is a
holiday):

November 6
December 4
January 8, 2017
February 5

NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

As we celebrate the milestone of acquiring and cataloging 10,000 artifacts, I would
like to reflect on the achievement and how we accomplished it.

The organization was founded around the acquisition of two of our most treasured
artifacts, the Willett sisters portraits, which were purchased through generous dona-
tions. The project brought the community together and created the foundation for the
organization that exists today.

Although we acquired and stored many artifacts before the opening of the museum
in 1999, the building is essential to our mission of sharing these artifacts with the
community. In the past year, we have showcased a variety of themed exhibits both
in the museum and at the South River Public Library. We hope to expand our dis-
plays in the near future to highlight more of our collections.

Essential to our museum is our archivist, Stephanie Bartz, and the cataloguers that
have assisted her in organizing the collections. Maria O’Grady was the primary cata-
loguer for many years and recorded the majority of the artifacts now listed in our
PastPerfect database. Sarah Blake
took over in 2015 and has made
significant contributions in a short
time. We are also fortunate to have
members who donate time to assist
in organizing the collections and
who act as docents at the museum.
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Detail from a 1914 map donated by Richard Pucci, the

There are many different types of first item entered into the catalog, November 3, 2002.

artifacts in our collections includ-

ing photographs and portraits, handkerchiefs, football helmets, scrapbooks, store
signage and ashtrays, bricks, yearbooks, ship models, a bootlegger’s still, arrow-
heads, church pews, a school chalk board, wedding dresses, military uniforms, films,
and books. One of the most famous and interesting areas is the cemetery behind the
museum which includes the Frazee urn and other gravestones from the 1800s.

Our 10,000 artifacts are just a beginning. We will continue to gather items connected
to the history of the borough. To the society, history is not just that which took place
100 years ago, but also more recent events such as 9/11, Hurricane Sandy, and the
school activities that are significant to younger audiences, who we hope to interest in
the rich history of South River. Please join us in celebrating our milestone by com-
ing to our celebration or visiting the museum during our regular museum hours.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/ or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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Editor: Stephanie Bartz

Contributors:

Marilyn Anastasio Brian Armstrong
Ann Rafano

Stephanie Bartz
Mailings & Distribution:

Joann Smith-Goepfert
William Goepfert

To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake,

please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.
Submissions for the next issue must be received by January 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS 2016 EXECUTIVE BOARD

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

OFFICERS

President:
Brian Armstrong
Vice President:
Nan Whitehead
Secretary:
Richard Alai
Treasurer:
Marilyn Anastasio

Immediate Past President:
Dick Meyers [Deceased]

COMMITTEES

Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz

TRUSTEES

Hank Dziemian
William Goepfert
Sara-Ann Goldman
Linda Grimm
Anita Hermstedt
Kathleen Hyland
Ryan Jones

Paul Migut
Bernadette Palaski
Donna Rafano
Ken Roginski
Charles Sicknick

Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano

Calendar - Doris Miller

Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert

Grants - Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites — Brian Armstrong

Hospitality - Linda Grimm

Membership - Marilyn Anastasio

Newsletter - Stephanie Bartz

Program - Nan Whitehead
Publicity - Donna Rafano

Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert

Web Site - Stephanie Bartz

HONORARY TRUSTEES

Woodis Booraem (2002)
Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)

Doris Miller (2008)
Robert Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)

South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Medallion Ornament
Commemorating the Old School Baptist
Church (now the South River Museum)
—$10.00

2017 SRH&PS Calendar —
$8.00; 2016 and older, $6.00
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00)
Includes historical images

with descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

1894 photo of the OSBC 7
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(now the South River Mu-
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seum); Frazee U & OSBC
graveyard; Main St., 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with Envelopes — Set of
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features
an 1894 photo of the OSBC.

Lapel Pin — $5.00

Collectible pin commemorating

il the South River Museum — Old

. @ School Baptist Church [size-
i | 7/8inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.

Iris Schmitt (2014)




The draped urn at the top of the
monument in the center of the
roadway at Washington Monu-
mental Cemetery.

Detail from the gravestone of Jane
Eliza Van Deventer.

7 YA
Detail from the obelisk in the
Whitehead family plot.

Gravestone Art and Symbolism

A walk through Washington Monumental Cemetery will give you a good picture of the Society's September
program. Lorna and Phil Wooldridge, of Wise Owl Workshops, provided a perfect lead-in to the Halloween
season and the cemetery tour scheduled for October.

| sents the veil between heaven and earth. A hand with a finger pointing sky-

™ photographs from the Wooldridges' travels to
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The next time you visit a cemetery stop and take a closer look at the art and
symbolism on the gravestones. At Washington Monumental Cemetery, you'll
find such symbols as the draped urn visible not only on the founders monu-
ment at the intersection of the roadways, but on other stones. The urn repre-

ward was meant to symbolize the soul going up to heaven. Wreaths, such as
the one on the Whitehead obelisk, were meant to signify victory in death.

Larger representations such as the collection of symbols on the Danish Broth-
erhood and Sisterhood tablet and the tree trunk shaped stone common to mem-
bers of the Woodmen of the World merit closer scrutiny.

The presentation gave an excellent overview,
not only of the functional, social, and ideo-
logical purposes for gravestones, but also of
their development from the colonial era to the
present. The purposes of common graveyards,
family plots, town graveyards, rural cemeter-
ies, lawn or park cemeteries, and more mod-
ern memorial parks were all highlighted. The
accompanying slideshow included a wealth of

cemeteries across the United States and be-

The Danish Brotherhood and Sisterhood tablet in the The tree trunk shaped gravestone of
Jensen plot at Washington Monumental Cemetery. Elizabeth Stauch.

The photographs that accompany the text were taken at Washington Monumental Cemetery
by Stephanie Bartz between 2009 and 2011 as part of the cemetery survey project.




New Acquisitions

e 1911 calendar plate "Compliments of James Black, Grocer & Butcher, South River." Donated by Aris-
tides Pappidas.

e Program,"Arlene Clementi School of Dance presents 25™ Annual Recital, June 10M and 1 lth, 1977, South
River High School" and medallion awarded to donor by the school. Donated by Barbara Rushworth.

e Programs, school memorabilia, documentation related to the Imperial Band, and other historical materi-

als donated by Leslie Zelanko, including:

—=Certificate of Proof of Claim in the matter of South River Trust Company, o = B &5
1931. smmlfﬁﬁn scHooL S

—Program, Home Coming Celebration, Veterans of World War 11, 1946.

—Ink blotter, political advertisement for Theofil T. Kadela & Robert G. Eastman
for Council, November 4™, 1958.

—World Week, A Scholastic Magazine, Sept. 14, 1960 and Oct. 19, 1960.

—SRHS football programs (Sept. 23, Sept. 30, Oct. 14, Nov. 4, 1961 & Oct. 10,
1964).

—Souvenir program, "South River Hospitality Week," November 3 - November
10, 1962.

—Notebook, South River Junior High School PTA, 1963-1964.

—Patch, South River Junior High, "May it forever pour forth better knowledge." Souvenir football program

—Program, Founders Day Program, South River Junior High School OTA, March ~_featuring “Freddy,” the

Ram. September 23, 1961.

20, 1963. Donated by Leslie Zelanko

—The Ram, 7 issues, 1964, 1966-1967. '

—Commemorative plate, 250™ Anniversary, Borough of South River, New Jersey, 1720-1970.

—Program, Ted Kadela Testimonial, February 24, 1973.

—Program, Ted Kadela Testimonial Dinner Dance, February 24, 1973.

—Menu, Annual Christmas Bazaar, Imperial Music Center, Dec. 8 & 9th, 1973.

—Portfolio of documents, clippings, and a photo related to the Imperial Band, Inc.

—Postcard, "Scene around South River, NJ — Water skiing."

—Program, Dedication Banquet, New Rectory, Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic
Church, November 17, 1974.

—"Report of Water Quality Study, Bissett's Pond, South River, New Jersey, Dec. 15, 1975.”

—Program, Judge Theodore Appleby Testimonial, March 25, 1984.

—Proclamation celebrating the 50" Anniversary of the Imperial Band and declaring it Imperial Band Day,
October 6, 1996.

- 4 —Postcard, Main Street, South River, NJ — oversized reproduction to announce

' “The Main Street —Tree Restoration Project,” 2012.

—Items related to Paul Zelanko’s military service.
—Various items of correspondence and assorted newspaper clippings.

e  “1946" victory flag from the undefeated SRHS football season; 3 plaques, New

Jersey Interscholastic Athletic Association certifying Alfred Losiewicz as a mem-

ber of the SRHS football team (1946 season) and SRHS baseball team (1946 and

1947 seasons) awarded Sectional State Championship, Group III, Central Jersey.

Donated by Alfred Losiewicz.

e Memorial cards for Rev. Alexander Bor, Rev. August Neumann, and Dr. Jo-

seph Zawadsky; program from memorial service for Dr. Joseph Zawadsky, June

29, 2016; and memorial piece about Rev. Leonard Kuberski written by Louise Fitz-

; patrick. Donated by Louise Fitzpatrick.

Souvenir football program . .

featuring the SRHS band, ~ ® Scrapbook, newspaper clippings, photographs, and programs relating to the

November 9, 1946. From  South River schools, music program, and other events ranging from 1943 — 1948.

the scrapbook donated by ~ Donated by Olga and Bob Tomory.

¢
SOUVENIR PROGRAM

Campbell Stadium

Olga and Bob Tomory.



News of the Past — Excerpts from “South River” by R. Van Dyke Reid

South River Review, Friday, October 7, 1904, Volume 1, Number 8

FUN! FUN! FUN!

Citizen’s Hall,

- South River
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1904

A Big Hit- DeHaven Stock Co.

IN THE ROARING FARCE COMEDY

“Wanted: A Wife”’

A Roar from Start to Finish

SE

IT RAIN BABIES
THE FUNNY OLD MAID
LOUISIANA WAR DANCE

SPECIALTIES BETWEEN THE ACTS.

Godd Music, Scenery and Wardrobes

ALL FOR FUN AND FUN FOR ALL

PRICES: 10, 20 AND 30 CENTS.

An advertisement from page 11 of the
October 7, 1904 South River Review.

A steam digger has been at work this week adding to the depth
of water alongside the kiln sheds of the South River Brick Co.

Marcus S. Wright, who purchased the William Wright home-
stead on Main Street, has made extensive repairs to the exterior of
the building.

Booraem Bros. are engaged in removing the sediments of mud
from their railway. This can only be done when the tide is out.

A boat load of coal was discharged into the yard of A.S. Church
on Tuesday.

So many of our citizens attended the Fireman’s parade at New
Brunswick on Tuesday, that the day seemed more like Sunday
than a day of business. The streets were practically deserted until
late in the afternoon, when our citizens returned in the scores, by
trolley.

George Wade, engineer for the South River Brick Co., having
purchased a house and lot on Prospect Street of Casper Broger,
will move there the present week, from Matawan.

A very pleasant party of young folks went on a straw ride on
Friday night to Rhode Hall. At the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bray D.
Martin the time was spent socially with fun and song, varied with
refreshments. They returned in the wee wan hours of the morning,
and all claim to have had a very jolly time. The merrymakers
were: Lizzie Klauser, Arline Morgan, Ruth Bissett, Florence Lev-
inson, Leah Herrmann, Kathryn French, Gladys D. Booraem,
Melvina Rotherosen, of Brooklyn; Herman Eulner, Ray Davis,
William Thoburn, Ivan Morgan, William Klein of Sayreville.

David Serviss is adding to the interior decorations of his resi-

dence. A metal ceiling has been put in the parlor and artisti-

cally painted by J.C. Perry, and nearly every room in the

house re-papered by the same artist.

The trees on some streets in South River should be
trimmed. The limbs on some of them hang so close to the
sidewalk that, after a rain, passersby are given a free shower
bath when they accidentally come in contact with one of the

limbs.

A new shingle roof has been put on the house of Benhard
Mark, Sen., Washington Street, occupied by Henry Fritsch.

The first monthly examination in the scholastic year of the
public school was held on Friday and Saturday last.

Every movement and enterprise that women take an active
part in goes. The women of South River need to take a hand
in organizing and directing public spirit. They would accom-

plish wonders.

The Main Street residence of David Serviss.
Photographed by R. Van Dyke Reid on
December 16, 1898.




2016 Members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Martin Adler

Maureen & Richard Alai
Brian O. Armstrong
Rebecca Baczyk

Tom & Karen Bara

Alfred & Georgia Baumann
Caroline Boden Devlin
Walter & Mary Ann Boyler
Marvin & Karen Bradford
Arianna Brister

Louise Bruhn

Edward & Audrey Brys
Donald & Margaret Calnan
Lorraine Chevalier McDonald
Frank Czapkowski

Wendy Dell Richter

JoAnn Devlin

Carol DeVoe

Hank Dziemian

Eleanor R. Eppinger
Rosemary Erickson

George Feaster

Lois Fehrer Rao

Alice Fehrer Wyatt
Christine Fowler

Andy Fritz

Joyce Funk

Marie Gardner

Myles “Scotty” Garrigan
Charles & Pat Gawarkiewicz
*Paul Goepfert

William Goepfert

Jennifer Golden

Melissa K. Golden

Roger M. Golden

Deborah Golden Katzman
Sara-Ann Goldman

Donna Green

John & Linda Grimm
Michael Gumino

Eileen Habacht Nusbaum
Monica Harder

Douglas E. Heine

Sarah Hasham Attalla
William & Anita Hermstedt
John & Janice Hutchison
Kathleen Hyland

Len Klekner

Walter C. & Dianne Koziatek
John Kulakovich

Marion Kutawski

Elizabeth Litarowich

Alfred & Shirley Losiewicz
Brandon Madalone

Joseph Mark

Betty Matyas

Maureen McCallion

Bruce Meyers

Paul & Karyn Migut

Hannah Marie Nale

Ruth Nole

Elaine O’Neill

John & Marley O'Neill, Jr.
Gergory & Bernadette Palaski
Tom & Karen Palumbo

Justin Pechulis

Chase Petras

Gary V. Petrie

Jakub Policht

Carol E. Presnal

Richard & Kathy Prusarczyk
Amy & Zac Rafano

Chris, Donna Rafano, & Family
Rob, Julie Rafano, & Family
Robert & Ann Rafano

Tricia Raquepo

Anthony & JoAnn Razzano
Kenneth R. Rice

Walter & Edna Rice

Dorothy Rice-Oliver & Allen Oliver
Irene “Debby” Richter

Donna Roehsler

Edwin & Dolores Roginski
Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch
John Rudy

Vivian Sandler

Janet L. Satterthwaite
Richard & Karen Satterthwaite
Walter & Doris Schaed

Iris Schmitt

Albert & Kathleen Seaman
Joanne Senko

Michael Senko

Frank & Dorothy Shamy
Charles & Gladys Sicknick
Judith G. Smith

Joann Smith-Goepfert
Kenneth & Gloria Smutko
John & Alexis Stashkevetch
Jill, Steven & Hayden Sullivan
Leonid & Lillian Surak

The Till Family

Edward & Mary Timko
Eugene & Cynthia Urbanik
Deyvid Vasilev

Emiel & Eliane Verloove
Eileen White

Nan Whitehead

Janice Whitehead Chase
Diane Whitehead Himmelberger
Cynthia A. Wilk

Anna Wolan Cygan

Walter B. Woronowicz
Aeron Yesis

Dorothy P. Zaleske

Lynn & Joseph Zawadsky
Peter M. Zawadsky, MD
Jean Zimmerman

Judy Zinis

Edward & Mara Zukowski

Life Members

Paul Barsczewski
Stephanie Bartz

Barbara B. Cline

Louise Fitzpatrick

John “Jake” Garboski
Eileen (Kozak) Koltwich
Candice Lewandoski
Kenneth Roginski
Norman Scheinberg, Ph.D
Mary Witt, MD

Business Members

Alai Tile Company

Financial Foundation Services
La Tavola Cucina

Rafano & Wood, PC

Rutgers University Libraries
South River Boat Club

Honorary Members

Woodis Booraem (2002)
Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert C. Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)

* Deceased




In Memoriam

The South River Historical & Preservation Society extends its
sympathies to the family of Paul Goepfert, who served on the Ex-
ecutive Board of the society for more than twenty years. Holding
positions such as vice president, treasurer, trustee, and committee
chair, Paul was a dedicated volunteer and an enthusiastic sup-
porter of South River history. We celebrate his life and mourn his
passing.

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN MEMORY OF:

Mary Caroline Boden by Caroline Boden Devlin

Paul Goepfert by Karyn & Paul Migut

Paul Goepfert by Ann & Bob Rafano

Paul Goepfert and Virgil Blake by Stephanie & Ed Bartz
The Nole & Loveland Family by Ruth Nole

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:

Ann Marie Baczyk
Mary Ann & Walter Boyler
Lorraine Chevalier McDonald

South River Update

Our thanks go out to everyone who has
supported the society with the purchase
of the South River (Images of America)
book. Since its publication in June 2015,
more than 300 copies have been sold at
the museum and other local outlets. Both
brick & mortar and online bookstores
have provided additional sales of both
print and e-book versions. All royalties
go to the society to help fund other pro-
jects.

Over the sum-
mer we were
also able to
award free cop-
ies of the e-
book to eight
lucky winners,
four entrants
from Facebook
and four from
our email lists.

SouTH Riv

Myles “Scotty” Garrigan
In Memory of Paul Goepfert by Marilyn & Tom Anastasio
JoAnn & Anthony Razzano

OSBC CEMETERY CONSERVATION FUND:
Mary Ann & Walter Boyler

GENERAL FUND:

Mary Ann & Walter Boyler
Rosemary Erickson
Douglas E. Heine

Elizabeth Litarowich
Alexis & John Stashkevetch

Spotlight on Facebook

Have you visited the society’s Facebook page recently? Here’s a
post from our series about the mayors of
South River.

Joseph Mark was the third mayor of South
River. He took office for the first time in

1901 and was re-elected six times. He served
until 1913 when he resigned part way through
his term to take the position of postmaster
after having received the appointment from
President Wilson. He partnered with Robert
Davison to form Mark & Davison, a local

Mayor Joseph Mark

Membership
Renewal Reminder

If you haven't done it yet, please consider
sending in your membership dues for
2017 or upgrading to lifetime member-
ship now. The society needs your contin-
ued support in order to continue its ef-
forts to preserve and promote South
River’s rich history.

Check the mailing label on this newslet-
ter to find out when your membership
expires. If you receive your newsletter
via email or read it on the website, email
us at southriverhistory@gmail.com and
we’ll check our records to tell you when
your membership expires.

You can renew or submit a new member-
ship for yourself or a friend using the
form supplied in this newsletter, or you
can print a form from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued
support. All dues and donations are tax
deductible. Thank you!

shirt factory.
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10,000 artifacts and counting!
You are cordially invited
to attend the annual meeting
of the
South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.,
held this year

in celebration of our cataloging milestone.

2016 marked the creation of our 10,000" item record.

A brief business meeting will be followed by
a short program and an opportunity to view the exhibits.
A light dinner will be served.
Wednesday, November 16, 2016
7:00 p.m.
South River Museum
64-66 Main Street
South River, New Jersey




2017 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New |:|Renewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): T Adult $10.00
Address: T Student $5.00
City: State:_____ Zip Code: " Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. r Business/Corporate  $25.00
|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
|:| I would like to make an additional donation:
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash I:' Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts.
If your employer participates in such a program, please send a matching gift form with your donation form.
The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




