
 

 

  SOUTH RIVER 
 

  HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION
                                                        NEWS  

 President's Message by Brian Armstrong 
 As fall arrives, we put summer behind us and begin to think of the start of the school 
year for children, family time at Thanksgiving, and of course, Halloween. When I 
think of Halloween and South River, I am reminded of a story my father told me 
concerning some trouble that his uncles got into over a hundred years ago.  
 My great grandfather, David Armstrong Sr., was an Orangeman (Protestant) from 
Northern Ireland. He had a very sectarian orange suit that he would wear every year 
on the day after his birthday, St. Patrick’s Day, to stir up trouble during festivities in 
Philadelphia and Wilmington. When he got older and moved to South River, he ex-
iled the divisive outfit to the attic of his house on Whitehead Avenue, which is today 
the location of the Ria Mar Restaurant & Bar.   
 One Halloween in the early 1900s, future South River Mayor James B. Armstrong 
and some of his brothers thought the outfit would be a great Halloween costume. 
They took it from the attic to parade around the streets of the borough. The suit was 
a hit and Jim was the center of attention. 
 As the story goes, the Armstrong brothers ended up getting a ride home from a 
friend in a truck filled with pig swill. When the truck hit a big bump on the road 
home, the swill splashed all over Jim, and the Orange suit was permanently stained.  
Needless to say, the owner of the 
suit, affectionately known as “the 
old man,” reacted badly to its soil-
ing. He used a belt to exercise cor-
poral punishment on his sons' rear 
ends.  The Orange suit was dis-
carded and the Armstrong sectarian 
brawls in America came to an end.   
 For more Halloween fun, please join 
me at Washington Monumental 
Cemetery on Sunday, October 23rd.  
I will be conducting a tour which 
will detail the history of the ceme-
tery and showcase the monuments 
of some of the prominent South 
River residents interred there. I hope 
to see you in October.  

Next Meeting: 
September 28 

 Gravestone Art and 
Symbolism 

 Lorna and Phil 
Wooldridge, of Wise 
Owl Workshops, will 
give a presentation on 
the interpretation of 

gravestone symbolism, 
from early family burial 

plots to present day  
memorial parks. Stones 
from local cemeteries 

will be featured. 
 Join us at 7:00 p.m.  

at the South River  
Museum — Old School 
Baptist Church, 64-66 

Main Street, South 
River. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

 Museum Hours 
 The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 
each month (second 

Sunday if the first is a 
holiday): 

 September 4 
October 2 

November 6 
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  The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/  or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

The gravestones of John and Sarah E. Whitehead at 
Washington Monumental Cemetery. 
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SRH&PS 2016 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
 TRUSTEES 
      Hank Dziemian  
     William Goepfert  
     Sara-Ann Goldman  
     Linda Grimm  
     Anita Hermstedt 
     Kathleen Hyland 
     Ryan Jones 
     Paul Migut  
     Bernadette Palaski  
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Charles Sicknick 

     
 
  
 

 COMMITTEES 
 
   Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar  - Doris Miller 
  Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert and Paul Goepfert 
  Grants - Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites – Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality - Linda Grimm 
  Membership - Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter  - Stephanie Bartz 
  Program - Nan Whitehead 
  Publicity - Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site - Stephanie Bartz 
 HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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 South River (Images of  America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old School Baptist 
Church (now the South River Museum) – $10.00 

 2017 SRH&PS Calendar – 
$8.00; 2016 and older, $6.00  
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00) 
Includes historical images 
with descriptive captions. 
 Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 

1894  photo of the OSBC 
(now the South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC 
graveyard; Main St., 1906. 
 Old School Baptist Church Note Cards with Envelopes – Set of 
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features 
an 1894  photo of the OSBC.  

 Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorating 
the South River Museum – Old 
School Baptist Church [size- 
7/8 inch]. 
 

 Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 



 

 

The Origins of Ice Cream by Gary Petrie 
 Ice cream evolved from water and iced beverages in ancient times. One story tells when fruit juices and 
wines were cooled with ice and snow at the court of Roman emperor Nero in the first century. It is known 
that Marco Polo tasted flavored ices during his famous travels to Asia because he brought back the recipes 
when he returned to Italy in 1295. 
 Recipes for flavored ices spread from Italy to the rest of Europe in the 1500s. Chefs and kings experimented 
with new combinations. At some point cream and butter were added to the recipes and the new dish was 
called “cream ice.” 
 During the 18th  century, ice cream was a rare and exotic dessert. In the 1800s, Dolly Madison, the wife of 
President James Madison, was the first to serve ice cream in the White House. She served a strawberry ice 
cream creation at the president’s second inaugural banquet in 1813. 
 Throughout the 1800s, ice cream socials became a popular way to entertain friends. Ice cream’s wide avail-
ability in the late 19th century led to new ice cream creations. 
 The American soda fountain and the profession of the soda jerk emerged with the ice cream soda in 1874. 
During the late 1890s, in response to religious criticism 
for eating “sinfully” rich ice cream sodas on Sundays, 
ice cream merchants left out the carbonated water and 
invented the ice cream “Sunday.” The spelling was 
changed to “Sundae” to remove any connection with 
the Sabbath. 
 South River has been home to many ice cream parlors, 
including… 
     Causeway Creamery (formerly a Dairy Queen) 
     Colonial Sweet Shop (where Edward’s Barber Shop 
           is currently located) 
     Hilltop Sweet Shop (next to where Dittman’s  
           Market was located) 
     Josephine Angersbach’s ice cream store at the 
           corner of Old Bridge Turnpike and Hillside 
           Avenue sold Hershey’s ice cream in pints and 
           quarts. (now Riddle and Martin) 
 
Gary Petrie ran a Dairy Queen in Seaside Heights for 18 years. He “retired” from the Dairy Queen some 
30 years ago. 
New Acquisitions, May—August 
  A collection of photographs taken in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy in 2012. Donated by Susan Olsen.  1930 First Communion and 1934 graduation certificates from St. Mary's for Francis Joseph Zukowski; 

photographs of 1938 SRHS baseball team, Gaels baseball team, and St. Mary's 1952 second grade class; 
World War II Army boots worn by Francis Joseph Zukowski; biographical information about the Zu-
kowski family. Donated by Connie Zukowski Burke and Frank Zukowski.  Photographs of Mrs. DeLay's 1940 third grade class (Willett or Lincoln School) and an undated parade on 
Jackson Street. Donated by Hannah Smutko.  Photograph of Brian Armstrong and Walter Wright with a model of the hull of the sloop Garrett I. Snede-
ker on the occasion of its donation to the SRH&PS, December 3, 2015. Donated by Alfred J. Baumann, Jr.  A collection of deeds and other documentation for the properties identified as 32 and 34 Reid Street. Do-
nated by Leonard J. Blaska. 
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The Towne Spa Ice Cream Shop on Ferry Street, circa 1953. 
Pictured are the owners Edith Milazzo Pastorio and her hus-
band Andrew Pastorio. Photograph from the collection of the 

Pastorio family. 

Continued on page 4 



 

 

New Acquisitions, May—August — continued from page 3 
  Programs, newspaper clippings, and other historical materials donated by Doris Goodwin, including:  
 —programs for South River High School Commencement, June 17, 1926 and June 16, 1927 
 —itinerary for SRHS Tour to Washington, 1927 
 —report cards and school health record (1928) belonging to Helen Fritz; 
 —program, for the Fourth Annual Minstrel Show and Dance given by Conklin Men's Club, May 3, 1935 
 —envelope from Armstrongs, Inc., Automobile Insurance Specialists, 54 Main Street 
 —ticket to the Capitol Theatre 
 —bank book with envelope from The First National Bank 

of South River for the account of Joseph Schaed, 1930s 
 —receipt from Carl's Appliance Store, 9 Ferry Street, 

1945 
 —program from the "Welcome Home Celebration, Sayre-

ville, New Jersey Service Men and Women, World 
War II, August 15, 16, 17 and 18, 1946 [includes ad-
vertisements for South River businesses] 

 —various newspaper clippings 
 —booklet from the "Centennial Celebration, 1885-

1985" (Thomas Street school)  Two photographs of the rebuilding of the South River 
Bridge, Aug. 21, 1916. Donated by Stephanie and Ed 
Bartz.  Five South River Middle School yearbooks (1978-
1979, 1980-1981, 1988-1989, 1991-1992, and 1993). 
Donated by George Strenk.  Photographs, newspaper clippings, programs, and other historical materials donated by Woodis Booraem, 

including: 
 —framed photograph of 5 children (possibly the 4 eldest Klauser daughters and their half-brother), 1800s 
 —broadside program fromJuly 5, 1909 promoting "South River's New Borough Hall" and the 

"Headquarters of the Board of Trade" 
 —photograph, R.R.R.R. (Raritan River Rail Road) Hotel, Whitehead Avenue, Forman C. Bissett, proprietor 
 —1927 Every Day Almanac and Home Helps, compliments of the First National Bank 
 —newsletter, "The South River Rotary News," Vol.1, No.1, May 28, 1935 
 —framed photograph, SRHS class of 1938 

 —program, celebrating William C. Denny's 20th year at 
      SRHS, 1947 
 —booklet, "Christmas Carols" from Knoblock Bros. 
 —photograph of Woodis Booraem in a flapper dress on 
      the stage at the Campbell School auditorium 
 —photograph of Woodis Booraem at a desk with an  
      unidentified man 
 —program, Bi-centennial Open House, South River War 
      Memorial Library, January 4, 1976 
 —photographs (5) of  Elizabeth Booraem on the occasion  
      of her 98th birthday, with Woodis Booraem meeting 
      Drew Pearson at an event at Brunswick Square Mall, 
      1982 
 —booklets from the 25th and 40th anniversaries of South 
      River Lodge No. 2033 (B.P.O.E.) 
 —SRHS alumni directories, 1995 and 2003 
 —assorted newspaper clippings 
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Rebuilding the South River Bridge, August 21, 1916. 

The Raritan River Rail Road Hotel, Whitehead Avenue, 
Forman C. Bissett, Proprietor 



 

 

 Hail to the Chief 
 The Society played host to President Abraham Lincoln and Colonel Jacob 

Bowman Sweitzer during the living history program that formed the center-
piece for the June meeting of the society. The new chairs at the museum pro-
vided comfortable seating for a full house. 
 Colonel Sweitzer started things off with tales of his Army career. Recruited 
into the newly formed 62nd Pennsylvania Infantry in 1861, he fought in every 
battle in which the Army of the Potomac participated from that time until 
1864. Wounded twice, he also spent six weeks as a prisoner of war. Among 
the information that Sweitzer shared was the importance of music to Army 
operations. He characterized the bugler as having the most important job, be-
cause nothing could happen until the bugle was blown. The drummer was 
considered the second most important. 
 The 16th President of the United States, in the person of Robert Costello, took 
the floor after Colonel Sweitzer. Lincoln lived up to his reputation as a story-
teller with tales of the years before he became President as well as those he 
spent in the 
White House. 
He told stories 
about his court-
ship and mar-

riage, family life, legal career, political aspira-
tions, and the trials of war. 
 He joked about the fact that both times he was 
elected, he was the losing candidate in New Jer-
sey. More significantly, in the 1860 election, his 
name wasn’t even included on the ballot in ten 
of the southern states, and by the time he took 
office in 1861, the Secession had already begun. 
 At the culmination of the program, the South 
River audience enjoyed Lincoln’s stirring rendition of the well known and often quoted Gettysburg Address. 
The 262 words were a fitting end to an evening that educated, entertained, and amused those in attendance. 

Special Acknowledgements 
  CONTRIBUTIONS 
   IN MEMORY OF: 
     Fred & Olga Fehrer by Alice Fehrer Wyatt 
   IN HONOR OF: 
     The Dohn family  
                 by Richard & Kathy Prusarczyk 
   GENERAL FUND: 
     Joanne G. Senko 
    Michele Senko 
    Dorothy & Frank Shamy 

Copy of a photograph of Abraham 
Lincoln by Anthony Berger, circa 

1865, found in a Civil War era 
photo album donated to the South 

River Museum by Woodis 
Booraem. 

Colonel Sweitzer and President Abraham Lincoln at the South River 
Museum, June 22, 2016. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

Showcasing Industry 
 Thanks to the South River Public Library, the society had an 
unexpected opportunity to showcase artifacts relating to South 

River’s embroidery indus-
try. Many of the handker-
chiefs that were part of the 
“Memory Box” featured 
in our April newsletter 
were put on display, along 
with other items. 
 Credit for preparing and 
arranging the exhibit goes 
to Sarah Blake and 
Stephanie Bartz. 
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A portion of the display at the public li-

brary. Photograph by Sarah Blake. 



 

 

 

Continued on page 7 

2016 First Place Scholarship Essay – by Deyvid Vasilev  
 ** Deyvid Vasilev graduated from South River High School on June 16, 2016. What follows is his winning 
essay from the 2016 Richard K. Meyers South River History High School Essay Contest.** 
  I still remember the day I had come from Bulgaria to the United States. Originally, my parents and I had 
ended up in New York, specifically Queens. We lived with some of my mom’s friends for about two weeks, 
and we hated New York. I can still recall my mom talking to my dad about how she wanted to go back be-
cause she hated America, and could not stand the lifestyle. The truth is it wasn’t America that was bad it was 
just Queens. We then decided to move to Central Jersey after not even a month in New York, and if we didn’t 
like it there we would go back to Bulgaria.  
 The very small town we ended up moving in was South River, and this would forever change my life and my 
parent’s lives. Most people always joke around and say you can’t see South River on the map, but truth is I 
liked it that way. I liked how the town we found was a very small community, with many people that were al-
ways willing to help others. When I look back at it, this town created me into the person I am today. The way 
in which I really got involved in my community was scouting. The reason why I enjoyed Boy Scouts so much 
was because of the opportunity to help others in the community and the community in general. I started Boy 
Scouts when I was about six years old and have been in it ever since. We contributed by doing stuff from road 
clean-ups to marching in parades. While in Scouting I was also 
able to realize how many people respect what we do. For ex-
ample, when we did some of the road clean-ups, people would 
honk at us, or even come by and give us a hand or a snack. 
When people do things like that, it really makes me and my 
fellow Scouts feel really good about the things we did. In the 
end of the day we never got paid to do what we did, the only 
thing that I would consider “payment” is the recognition the 
community provided for us. In general, Boy Scouts was one of 
the many things that helped me learn to respect and honor my 
community. I do not say the Scout Oath every meeting we have 
for no reason, I say it because I mean it. "On my honor, I will 
do my best, to do my duty, to God and my country, and to obey 
the Scout Law, to help other people at all times, to keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight." 
 Not only has this helped me but so has the school system. Be-
ing in a small town can really benefit you. When I was younger 
I could not speak English very well, and I was amazed at the 
direct one on one attention I was getting from my teachers. I 
was not the best student in Elementary School, because of the 
language barrier that was holding me back. There were times 
where I wanted to go back, like my mom said when we first 
arrived.  
 The truth is it is impossible to find a community so diverse. 
While it is dominantly Portuguese, there are so many other eth-
nicities that make up the town. When looking at other towns 
around us and when comparing the populations I realize that 
we have so much to offer despite the size of our town and 
population. This has helped me in growing up, and realizing 
who I am. I believe that is the biggest benefit a town has to of-
fer to you. Finding out who you are, and learning more about 
yourself before leaving the town you grew up in is one of the 
most important things.  6 

The ancestry of South River’s diverse population from 
American Factfnder “Profile of Selected Social Char-

acteristics: 2000—Census 2000 Summary File 3 
(SF 3) - Sample Data”   



 

 

2016 First Place Scholarship Essay — continued from page 6 
 
Looking back, I look at myself as a kid that grew up in South River and reached his dreams. I will be attend-
ing George Washington University in the fall located in Washington, D.C. It is amazing that I will be com-
ing from such a small town to one of the greatest cities in the world, and as most people know it, our na-
tion’s capital. It’s usually one of those stories you see in movies, except this is actually my life. From being 
invited to the Presidential Inauguration, to traveling to China to solve pollution problems, I have been able to 
represent our town in so many ways. Most of the time people might not know where it is, but in the end of 
the day I am grateful to have the opportunity to represent my town and my community across the world. The 
National Honor Society is also something that helped me contribute to my community, and I believe one of 
the main reasons I got in was because of my previous involvement with the community. 
 South River is a town I will always remember for the rest of my life. It has again taught me who I am, and 
that is a person that is willing to help anyone by any means necessary. In my eyes giving back is the greatest 
satisfaction I could ever have. Money can never replace the memories I have made in this town with my 
friends and family. Years from now I want to come back here, and help even more in a much more influen-
tial way. I want to do this because of the people that helped me when I was not exposed to much opportunity 
early on in my life. This isn’t just a normal story, it is my life. I do not have one specific event I wanted to 
share, I just wanted to share my life. I believe that my life is a story in itself, and all of these experiences 
were able to originate from South River. I do not look at South River as just any city on the map, I view it as 
a city that helped me reach my dreams. In the end of the day, I am a young boy that came to the United 
States from Bulgaria and ended up in South River. Now, I will have the opportunity to be attending a very 
prestigious University located in the area in which our country started. Thus, South River will be my capital 
in my eyes because my life started from here, and I am very thankful for those that helped me achieve my 
goals. South River is the true definition of a community that stands together and I will be forever grateful. 
Membership  
Renewal Reminder 
 It’s that time again. Please consider 
sending in your membership dues for 
2017 or upgrading to a lifetime mem-
bership now. We need your continued 
support in order to continue our ef-
forts to preserve and promote South 
River’s rich history.  
 Check the mailing label on this news-
letter to find out when your member-
ship expires. If you’re receiving your 
newsletter electronically, email us at 
southriverhistory@gmail.com  and 
we’ll check our records to tell you 
when your membership expires. 
 You can renew or submit a new mem-
bership for yourself or a friend using 
the form supplied in this newsletter, or 
you can print a form from the website.  
 The SRH&PS appreciates your con-
tinued support. All dues and donations 
are tax deductible. Thank you! 

History Day in Middlesex County 
 Middlesex County enjoyed its second annual history day on June 5th 
and representatives of the society were there to enjoy it as well. In 
spite of sometimes unpredictable weather, the day offered the perfect 
opportunity to network with colleagues from neighboring organiza-
tions, tour East Jersey Olde Town, and share information with visi-
tors. We look forward to doing it again next year! 

Members of the society enjoying Middlesex County History Day, 
June 5, 2016. From left to right: Marilyn Anastasio, Bob Rafano, Ann 

Rafano, and Stephanie Bartz. 
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NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE   PAID 

PERMIT NO. 589 
SOUTH RIVER, NJ 

08882 
P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 
Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       
Website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 
Phone: 732-613-3078  [Messages only]     

Government Day 2016 
 On May 19, the third graders from the South River Ele-
mentary School made their annual trip to town. As we all 
know, the walk downhill was easier than the walk back to 
the school, but the children and the adults who accompa-
nied them made it. Fortunately, it was a perfect day for 
the walk. 
 Government Day is a tradition in South River with visits 
to the Police Station, the Borough Hall, the First Aid 
Squad, and the South River Museum. At the museum, the 
children are introduced to the war memorial monuments, 
the inside of the museum and its history, and the ceme-
tery. This year, they were given the task of trying to 
match pictures of cemetery gravestones with the actual 
stones. 
 It is interesting to note that during Cruise Nights and on 
Sundays or other occasions, when the museum is open, 
children come back and tell their friends and even their 
parents some of the history of the museum. The children 
seem to understand that the South River Museum is their 
museum. 
 Our thanks to Sara-Ann Goldman, Charles Sicknick, William Goepfert, and Marilyn Anastasio for serving as 
docents for Government Day 2016. 

The third grade students, teachers, and parents on “the long 
and winding road” back to the Elementary School. 

Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 



 

 

2017 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
     Name(s):______________________________________________________________
     Address: _____________________________________________________________
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 
         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email.

  

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one:

Adult                            $10.00
Student                        $5.00

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00
 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00

                   I would like to make an additional donation:
                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      General Fund 
Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                   All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882       My company has a matching gift program. 
Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 
Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)_____________________________________ 
   

         $________                           in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________       Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
 
Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 
    

 My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts.  

If your employer participates in such a program, please send a matching gift form with your donation form.  
The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


