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Next Meeting:
June 22

The Lincoln Experience

Meet and converse with
Abraham Lincoln, the
16" President of the
United States, as
portrayed by Robert
Costello. This living
history program tells
the story of Lincoln’s
family life as well as
his Presidency and the
war years.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum — Old School
Baptist Church, 64-66
Main Street, South
River. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to the
general public from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month (second
Sunday if the first is a
holiday):

June 5
July 10
August 7
September 4

NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

When | look down Main Street and see the Veterans Memorial Bridge to Sayreville,
with busy traffic entering and leaving South River, | often think back to the way the
waterfront looked during earlier years of South River history. The current bridge,
built in the 1970s, changed the entire orientation of the waterfront. Before that time,
you had to turn right at the end of Main Street onto Water Street which led to the

Causeway and then to
the Causeway bridge.
Businesses in this sec-
tion of town were in
the center of the action & &%
rather than isolated as [

they are today.

SOUTH RIVER BRIDGE BETWEEN SAYREVILLE AND SOUTH RIVER, N. J

The nature of the road
created a slower pas-
sage which diverted
traffic away from the
waterfront at the end of
Main Street. Although
there was once a small
hotel where the begin-
ning of the Veterans
Memorial Bridge now sits, it was moved to open the view. A hundred years ago a
trip through the center of town provided a clear view of the river; work done in the
1920s and 1930s on the “little ditch” led to the silting of this part of the river.

The Causeway bridge, circa 1935. Postcard from the collection of the
South River Historical & Preservation Society.

In the past, people that lived in the borough were connected to the river they saw
every day. Boat builders and captains were local tradesman who prospered; they
were early home owners in the town and became civic leaders. Docks were located
near brick yards and other businesses on the river so that barges could be loaded
with bricks, clothing, and other goods for transport to Raritan Bay and other loca-
tions. When the railroad arrived in the 1890s, boat transportation became obsolete
even though the river was still a constant in peoples' lives.

Today the connection to the river is distant. If you do not drive over the bridge, a
view of one of the ponds created from clay excavations (Daley’s Pond or Bissett’s
Pond) may be your only connection to water until a bad storm provides an unwanted
reminder of the proximity of the river.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/ or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake,
please let us know.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Medallion Ornament
Commemorating the Old School Baptist
Church (now the South River Museum)
—-$10.00

2016 SRH&PS Calendar —
$8.00; 2015 and older, $6.00
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00)
Includes historical images

with descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

1894 photo of the OSBC ¥
b 4
o L
,.... - T I - g“

(now the South River Mu-
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seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC
graveyard; Main St., 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with Envelopes — Set of
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features
an 1894 photo of the OSBC.

Lapel Pin — $5.00

Collectible pin commemorating
& the South River Museum — Old
@ School Baptist Church [size-
7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.

Iris Schmitt (2014)



Join Us at Middlesex County History Day!

Sunday, June 5th, will mark the second annual Middlesex County History Day at East Jersey Olde Towne
Village. We’ll be there to share in the ;

celebration of local history along with rep-
resentatives from many other historical
organizations from the area.

If you’re interested in local history, this is
definitely the place to be! Stop by the
booths to see the items on display, grab
some literature, or ask a question. Visit
the craft demonstrations to pick up some
tips or just marvel at the craftsmanship.
Take a break to listen to 18th century mu-
sic in the Church of the Three Mile Run.
Join a tour of the Wagon House currently
undergoing restoration and view some of
the never-before-seen artifacts from the
excavations at Raritan Landing. There’s
lots to do and something fun for everyone!

Brian Armstrong, Ann Rafano, and Stephanie Bartz staffing the table at East
The event is free of charge and will be Jersey Olde Towne Village, Middlesex County History Day, May 31, 2015.

held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., rain or Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio.
shine! For more infomation visit:

http://www.co.middlesex.nj.us/Government/Departments/BDE/Pages/History-Day.aspx

A Snapshot of Middlesex County

The 1860 census paints quite a

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. different picture of Middlesex
County than the one we see to-
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New Jersey and the Presidential Election

More than 100 years of presidential elections were covered during the
April program presented by society president, Brian Armstrong. The
focus was on New Jersey and the role it played over the course of
those many years. An underlying theme throughout the presentation
was that the concept of “dirty politics” is not a recent occurrence, but
one that's persisted over time. Historical elections, for example the
1828 contest between Andrew Jackson and the incumbent John
Quincy Adams, were just as hard fought as the elections of today,
perhaps more so.

Armstrong's emphasis was on the elections of the past century includ-
ing the issues, the campaigns, and the results. His well organized
presentation was accompanied by slides and anecdotes, as well as an
exhibition of some of the campaign buttons and other U.S. presiden-
tial election memorabilia that are part of his personal collection.

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN MEMORY OF: GENERAL FUND:
\ i W C

AT Yioos Ro' [Vicsonw Joseph Nole by Ruth Nole _ Maureen McCallion

'l\/‘4 v ERATIO N_ Peter J. O’Neill by Elaine O’Neill

/ L Joseph & Margaret Smutko SCHOLARSHIP FUND:

by Gloria & Ken Smutko
ouvepmag ronion Lo | Mty A & Waler Boyler
’ %9 CEMETERY FUND: Lorraine Chevalier McDonald

inauguration of Woodrow Wilson. From

the collection of the S_outh Rl_ver Historical Mary Ann & Walter Boyler
& Preservation Society.

News of the Past — “Good Bye Washington Park™

New Brunswick Times, June 25, 1915, page 5 — Washington Park will soon be a part of ancient history. The
buildings are being torn down as the first step toward dividing the property into building lots. The park is lo-
cated in the residence section of the borough. For time out of memory this place has been known as the bor-
ough’s outdoor amusement place and for many years it was called Gordon’s Grove. Many of the public affairs
were held there including picnics, dances, festivals, and fairs. They were well patronized and the place was
well known throughout the county.

Following the erection of new buildings and the remodeling of the place it was re-named Washington Park
which was opened for the first [time] on Decoration Day 1896. Thousands of people came from all sections of
the county to enjoy the pleasures that were provided by the management. It was an uncommon sight to see 10
extra trolley cars waiting outside of the Park on Saturday night to carry the visitors to their homes.

The Park included about three acres of land and was coverd [sic] with massive chestnut and oak trees. The
chestnut tree scale which was introduced into this country from Japan in 1905 made its appearance in South
River in 1909, and the beautiful chestnut trees in the Park were the first to be blighted. One by the one the big
trees became victims of the scale until the shade was completely destroyed.

For several winters the large dance pavilion was inclosed [sic] and used by the Sterling A.C. for a basketball
court. Many speedy contests were staged there and for two seasons it was the center of attraction.
Editor’s note: Washington Park was located at the corner of Main and Devoe Streets.




New Acquisitions, March—April

e Photographs, newspaper clippings, programs, and other historical materials donated by Woodis Booraem,

including:

—Tintype of two unidentified women. [1800s]

—Program for an event held on Monday, April 18" and Tuesday, April 19" in Citizen's Hall, “Esther, the
Beautiful Queen." [18927]

—Program for Grand Concert, Sayre & Fisher Hall, Sayreville, NJ, Monday, May 9", 1892.

—Photograph of the Elwood Serviss home at the corner of Whitehead Avenue and Elizabeth Streets. [no
date]

—Photograph of the house formerly located at the corner of Jackson Street and Whitehead Avenue (now the
site of St. Mary's church), 1900.

—Photograph of Washington Street from Ferry Street, May 8, 1900.

—Photograph of the Nonpareil Club and the Columbia Band, early 1900s.

—Photograph of Pauline Klauser
(grandmother of donor), early 1900s.

—South River Review, Volume 1,
Number 8, Oct. 7, 1904.

—Photograph of members of the South
River Fire Department in front of the
Borough hall, circa 1908.

—Program from a concert by the Co-
lumbia Band, December 1, 1909.

—Invitation to the wedding of Olive
Waite Cathcart and Arthur Douglas
Pringle, Holy Trinity Church, June
22,1912.

—Invitation to the wedding reception
of Elizabeth Klauser and Raymond
Dudley Booraem, Nov. 14, 1912. _Sriipeg i T B

—Photograph of the descendants of An undated photograph of the residence of Elwood Serviss at the corner of
Samuel Willett taken for the 200" Whitehead Avenue and Elizabeth Streets.
anniversary of South River, 1920.

—Photograph of the organizing committee for the 200" anniversary of South River, 1920.

—Photograph of the South River War Memorial Free Public Library, May 30, 1926.

—Photograph of Asher W. Bissett. [no date]

—Photograph of Mayor, Borough Council, and town officials in the Council Chambers at the Borough Hall
on January 1, 1927.

—SRHS "Commercial Broadcast," December 21, 1937.

—Program from the "Birthday Dinner tendered Asher W. Bissett on the Anniversary of this Seventy-fifth
Birthday," 1943.

—Photograph of 5 men: George Bowen, Harold R. Armstrong Sr., Earl B. Van Ness, Raymond D. Booraem,
Sr., and Asher W. Bissett, March 4, 1944 — "With best wishes to Asher — 3-4-'44 Chas."

—Letter "To Future Citizens of the Borough of South River" on the occasion of the cornerstone being laid for
the new Administration Building for the Board of Public Works, January 4,1950.

—Program from the dedication of the Administration Building, Board of Public Works, August 1, 1950.

—Program from the testimonial dinner in honor of William C. Denny and Leon Chando, sponsored by the
Junior Chamber of Commerce of South River, February 3, 1962.

—Photograph of the Smith sisters: Martha, Theresa, Elizabeth, Rosella, and Mary, with accompanying text.

—Photocopy of Whitehead and Yates pages from a book entitled Ancestry of William Sperry Beinecke,
c1974.

—Newsletter, "Out & About in South River," Volume 1 Issue 1, Winter 95 edition.

Continued on page 6



New Acquisitions, March—April — continued from page 5

—Photograph album containing a collection of unidentified tintypes and cartes de visite; only photos identi-
fied are of Abraham Lincoln and E.l. Booraem, Civil War era.

—Photograph of four musicians in Wash-
ington Park, 1896.

—Photograph of Klauser's South River Ho-
tel with a group of people standing in
front. [no date]

—Photograph of Klauser's South River Ho-
tel with a group of people seated and
standing in front (4" lady front, Mrs.
Booraem). [no date]

—Photograph of a flooded Klausers Lane,
early 1900s.

—Photograph of a train wreck from the
filming of a movie, early 1900s.

—Photograph of an unidentified class witha| ~
female teacher at the school on Thomas | - T ' ’

Street. [no date] Musical quartet in Washington Park, 1896.

—Photograph of an unidentified class with
William Campbell at the school on Thomas Street. [no date]

—Photograph of a large group of students at the school on Thomas Street with William Campbell and another
man. [no date]

—Photograph of a large group of students at the school on Thomas Street with William Campbell. [no date,
but taken on the same day as the previous photo]

—Photograph of a large group of young children with a Catholic nun. [no date]

—Photograph of a large group of students with a female teacher, all in winter coats. [no date]

—Photograph of a band in military-style uniforms with plumes on their hats. [no date]

—Photograph of a group of men in front of F.W. Bissett's drug store. [no date]

—Photograph taken after the 1908 Main Street fire.

—Undated map of South River showing the ownership of various tracts of land; area around Charles, Stanton,
and Lincoln Streets is labelled "Willetsville™; current Raritan Avenue is labelled Cemetery Avenue.

—Postcard of a group of girls in uniforms with two teachers. Girl seated at center is holding a basketball that
says "SRHS '12-'13."

—Photograph of the Willet House hotel, Ferry Street and Klauser Lane. [no date]

—Book of recipes collected from local residents. [no date]

—Photograph of Elizabeth & Raymond Booraem with sons, Raymond and Warren Booraem and their trophy
for the best float in the parade for the 200" anniversary of South River, 1920.

—Photograph of the Welcome arch for the 200" anniversary of South River and the home of Asher W. Bis-
sett, Jackson Street, 1920.

—Program, “Testimonial Dinner tendered by the Directors of the South River Building and Loan Association
to the Officers of the Workingmen's, Providers' and Pulawski Building and Loan Associations,” April 21,
1931.

—Photograph of the Queen Riverie float from the 200" anniversary of South River, 1920.

—South River High School Commencement program, June 16, 1938.

—Booklet, Fiftieth Anniversary, The South River Building and Loan Association (Old Reliable), April 1942.

—Last will and testament, Charles B. Burnett, M.D. (d. 1951)

—Genealogical and Historical Sketch, "The Burnetts and their Name."

—Booklet, Fifty Years of Banking, The First National Bank of South River, 1902-1952.

—Photograph of members of the South River Rotary Club, prior to 1955.

—Booklet, South River Rotary Club Twenty-Fifth Anniversary, 1930-1955.

n Continued on page 7



New Acquisitions, March—April — continued from page 6

—Photograph of one of the electrical generators in the Public Works building. [no date]

—Photograph of Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors of the South River Trust Company, prior to
1953.

—Resolution in memoriam of Asher W. Bissett (d. May 31, 1958), from the Mayor and Council, June 9,
1958.

—Program for the Dedication of South River Lodge No. 2033 (BPOE/EIks), October 2, 1960.

—Minutes from the 250™ Anniversary Committee Meeting, October 9, 1970.

—Letter to Eva C. Bissett inviting her to participate in the ceremonies for South River's 250" Anniversary,
October 16, 1970. Includes newspaper clippings, a bumper sticker, and a guest ticket for the Steering
Committee reception signed and with a note from Taryn Thomas, Anniversary Queen.

—Program for the Concert by the Imperial Symphonic Band and Chorus in honor of the 250" Anniversary
of South River, November 9, 1970.

—Pinback button from the celebration for South River's 250" Anniversary, 1970.

—Steering Committee pinback ribbon, 250" Anniversary, South River, NJ.

—Guest ticket, Steering Committee 250" Anniversary, South River, Reception, November 6, 1970.

—Ashtray, South River 250" Anniversary, 1720-1970, Courtesy of First Charter National Bank, South
River.

—Program from the "Antiques as Décor" event held at the Imperial Music Center, April 5-6, 1974.

—Large stein from the SR Fire Department/SR Rescue Squad anniversaries, 1976.

—Leaflet from the Antiques & Collectibles Appraisals event held at the Imperial Music Center on May 20,
1990.

—Assorted newspaper clippings.

e Adbvertising calendars from B&C market and Pulaski Savings; commemorative ashtrays from the South
River Tavern and the 25" reunion SRHS class of 1941; bottle and thermometer/weather forecaster from
Allgeier's Sodas; key case, pen holder, and pen from Motor Service (127 Water St.); can opener from
Blue Tap Inc., Bar & Package Store; miles per gallon calculator from Clayton Lumber Co.; keychains
from Laffin Chevrolet; pocket knife from the Sailor Soldier Marine Vending Co.; South River Rams
keychain; pens from the 50™ anniversary of Hanco Service; can openers and clip from Holmes Calendar
Co.; rulers, bag clip, and can cover handed out during various elections; paper bank from Central Jersey
Savings; plaque and badges from Reliable Hook & Ladder Fire Company and badges from various Fire-
men's Assn. conventions; U.S. Army Good
Conduct Medal. Donated by Walter and Edna
Rice on behalf of Josephine and Walter Swin-
ski and the Rice family.

e Attendance certificate for Charles Armstrong,
South River Public School No. 1, 1900; book-
let commemorating the wedding of Theo
Gould Haven and Charles Chambers Arm-
strong, 1919; photograph of Armstrong's Ga-
rage, 1919; embossing seal, South River Con-
tracting Company; resolution from the First
National Bank of South River honoring Na-
than W. Clayton, 1949; driver's license, cer-
tificate, and photos from Nathan W. Clayton;
certificates and correspondence belonging to
Harold Armstrong Jr.; genealogy bookilet, Armstrong’s Garage & Supply Company, 1919.

"Innis — Innes — Applegate, 1742-1958"; Girl

Scouts certificates, cards, and newspaper clipping from Mrs. Harold Armstrong Jr., 1960s; scrapbooks of
photos, newspaper clippings, and other items from Harold and Helen Clayton Armstrong. Donated by
Brian Armstrong on behalf of the Armstrong family.
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Celebrating Community

Brownie Troop 80793 visited the South
River Museum on May 5. It was a step

on the way to their Celebrating Commu-
nity badges. Leaders Andrea Semanovich
and Dana Hardin organized the outing.

After learning about the history of the
building, each girl was asked to locate an
item in the museum based on a given de-
scription. Once each artifact was located,
the girls identified them for the rest of
the troop and shared the descriptions that
had been provided.

The museum exhibits were enjoyed by
all. The large map of South River and the
yearbooks were of special interest.

At right, pictured in front of the museum —
Front row, left to right: Angela, Kaya, and
Rachel; Second row, left to right: Gabby,

Rebecca, Alexis, Madelyn, Ava, Arianna, and
Caolinn; Third row, left to right: Leader Dana
Hardin and Leader Andrea Semanovich.
Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio.




2016 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New |:|Renewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): r Adult $10.00
Address: I Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: I Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. r Business/Corporate  $25.00
|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r Lifetime - Individual $250.00

|:| 1 would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts.
If your employer participates in such a program, please send a matching gift form with your donation form.
The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




