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Number 84, April 2016

Next Meeting:
April 27

US Presidential
Elections and New
Jersey: Society Presi-
dent Brian Armstrong
will cover candidates,
issues, campaigns, and
results, emphasizing
1912 to the present.

Join us at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River
Museum — Old School
Baptist Church, 64-66
Main Street, South
River. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Museum Hours

The South River
Museum is open to the
general public from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month (second
Sunday if the firstis a
holiday):

April 3
May 1
June 5

Scholarship

The deadline for schol-
arship submissions is
April 15. Visit the
website for details.

NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

On a very cold January 19, 2016, a house fire at 115 Main Street left five families
homeless and damaged the old home which was the last local reminder of a remark-
able woman, Dr. Sarah Evans Selover, who worked in the borough in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. Dr. Selover attended the Peddie Institute in Hightstown, Bucknell
University, the College Preparatory School of Newark, NJ, and the New York Medi-
cal College, where she graduated in 1893. After completing her medical degree, she
spent a year as an intern in the New England Hospital for Women and Children in
Boston, Massachusetts. She came to South River in 1894 on the “advice of friends”
and opened an office.

The house at 115 Main Street was likely built by Dr. Selover’s husband, Charles H.
Selover, several years before their marriage on April 30, 1896. Her doctor’s office
was soon moved into the “rambling gray house.” Even before her marriage, Dr.
Selover began to distinguish herself and develop a trust with the community due to
her professionalism and experience. She had a “kindly disposition, tenacity of pur-
pose, and promptness in caring for her patients.” She treated many patients in their
homes and made house calls until they were well. Newspapers noted her treatment
of children with dog bites, injuries from falls, burns from bathwater, throat burns
from carbolic acid, and sprained wrists from roller skating. Adult injuries included
cuts from being buried under clay, broken ribs from falling off a ladder, stabbing
wounds, and a steam roller burn to the face. In all cases, she quickly served the pa-
tient by dressing the wound, performing small medical procedures, and finally send-
ing the patient to a hospital in New Brunswick or New York, if required.

Dr. Selover’s funeral was held on April 8, 1932, not far from 115 Main Street, at the
now lost Tabernacle Baptist Church that was g S— — —
located at the corner of Jackson and Main
Streets across from the current church. More
than 50 percent of South River’s population |
passed by her casket and viewed her remains. 8
Mayor James B. Armstrong requested that all 22
businesses suspend business for two minutes
during the funeral. Flags were at half-staff on

all public buildings and borough streets. An
obituary in the New York Times memorialized her remarkable life.

Footstone from Dr Selover S grave at
Washington Monumental Cemetery.

Hopefully, the building at 115 Main Street will be restored and will continue to be
part of the historical landscape of South River.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/ or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake,
please let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.
Submissions for the next issue must be received by May 10.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

South River (Images of
America) Book — $21.99
Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Medallion Ornament
Commemorating the Old School Baptist
Church (now the South River Museum)
—-$10.00

2016 SRH&PS Calendar —
$8.00; 2015 and older, $6.00
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00)
Includes historical images

with descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

1894 photo of the OSBC ¥
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(now the South River Mu-
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seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC
graveyard; Main St., 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with Envelopes — Set of
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features
an 1894 photo of the OSBC.

Lapel Pin — $5.00

Collectible pin commemorating
& the South River Museum — Old
@ School Baptist Church [size-
7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.

Iris Schmitt (2014)



Encore! Encore!

The program on February 24™ was an encore presentation of the film created on behalf of the South River
Lions Club. It documented the three day celebration South River held to honor those who served in all
branches of the military during World War 11. Several viewings of the film were held at the South River
Public Library in October 2015.

The first part of the film shows the memorial service that was held at Campbell School Stadium on June 30,
1946. It continues with the Homecoming parade that was held the next day and concludes with the fireworks
that closed out the third day of the celebration. During the showing,
popular music from the war years played in the background. An ex-
hibit of World War 11 memorabilia from the museum collections was
also on hand.

The film was enjoyed by all those who attended and brought back
many memories for audience members who were alive when the
film was made. Each time the film has been shown something new
has been learned. During this viewing the Society's president, Brian
Armstrong, recognized his uncle as one of the members of the Lions
Club who appears on horseback. Another attendee remembered that
she was a high school freshman and a member of the choir led by
Mrs. Prentice, who appears in the film.

Other viewers confirmed locations visible in the parade. Many were ~ Frontand back views of the Purple Heart

: - : : included as part of the display that accom-
surprised at how different the Old Bridge Turnpike looked when the panied the film screening, The medal was

parade turned onto it from DeVoe Street. All were amazed at the awarded posthumously to Frank T.
fireworks display that included a flag, the Liberty Bell, and men in a Godlewski, who was killed during the
ship, as well as the bursts of color that are common today. Invasion of Normandy.

If you still haven't seen the film, or would like to see it again, you’ll have the opportunity this spring when it
will once again be shown at the South River Public Library. Contact the library or email the Society at
southriverhistory@gmail.com for additional information.

The Ruptured Duck

In going through items left by your parents, you may have come across this funny
looking item which looks like it may be a button, or perhaps an old fashioned cuff
link. It definitely shows a bird in a circle. Actually, it is an official button used by the
US military from 1939 to 1946 to show that the wearer was honorably discharged. It
was intended to permit civilian dressed, honorably discharged personnel to easily
identify their former military status when applying for work or veterans’ benefits.

The original design, conceived in 1919, bore the flat image of an eagle as depicted in the Presidential Seal. In
May 1943, after the Washington Conference (code-named the Trident Conference) between Roosevelt and
Churchill, the image was changed to depict an eagle appearing to initiate flight (The Eagle Has Flown). The
issuance of the new image was intended to coincide with the timing of the first major Allied offensives against
the Axis powers in the Atlantic and Pacific.

The actress Hedy Lamarr was quoted as saying that her terrible and hazardous flight from Nazi Germany
originated, in her words, on a 'broken bird' (segeltuch gebrochen). In English, the German spoken by Lamarr
translates to "ruptured duck". The term was picked up by the movie-star crazed female employees of the
manufacturing plant that produced the button. Their shipping boxes were labeled "Ruptured Ducks", partly to
commemorate Ms. Lamarr's heroic flight, but mostly because it was common practice, if not required policy
during WWII, to label shipments destined for the war theater in a way that concealed their true contents from
enemy agents. "Ruptured Duck™ has forever caught on as the nickname for the Honorable Discharge lapel pin.




New Acquisitions, January—February

e Carte de visite, Mary Elizabeth "Libbie" Manahan Barkelew (b.1841 - d.1881), mother of James Barkelew,
photo by D. Clark, 11 Peace Street, New Brunswick. Donated by Stephanie and Ed Bartz.

e Medicine bottle, from R & R Drug Co. (H.A. Rothenberg, Proprietor), Ferry Street, South River. Donated
by Maureen Wlodarczyk.

e “Memory box" of handkerchiefs given to Miss Florence A. Propst by South River students. Donated by
Ruth Louise Propst O'Carroll.

e Genealogical and historical materials collected and compiled by Dick Meyers. Donated by Judy Zinis.

e Program from an event honoring George Cerekwas on his appointment as Chief of Police, 1978; DVD and
videotape of "South River: Home of the All Americans™ TV3 — 1983 — Matt Loughlin. Donated by Joe
Brzozowski.

e Copy of a photograph from the wedding of Joseph Valovcin and Maria Yuhas, circa 1915. Donated by An-
drew Valovcin.

e Trophy, “Winner First Invitation Amateur Tournament of Laurence Brook Country Club won by Charles
Whitehead.” Donated by Nan Whitehead.

e Photographs, newspaper clippings, programs, and other historical materials donated by Woodis Booraem,
including:

—Framed drawing/painting of the Klauser Hotel, by Edward Lange, 1882.

—Program for the1891 event held on March 3™ and 4™ in Citizen's Hall, "Esther, the Beautiful Queen."

—Photograph album, including photographs of R. Van Dyke Reid, Henry Lockwood and his wife and daugh-
ter, and others unnamed, late 1800s.

—Photographs taken in and around the Klauser Hotel, circa late 1880s, and a set of 5 small bowling pins and
a ball, possibly from the Klauser Hotel.

—Booklet, "1720 — 200™ Anniversary of South River, NJ, September 24-25, 1920."

—Three photographs of the winning float from 200" anniversary parade, 1920; airplane on a platform built
over a car. Children seated in the airplane are Raymond D. Booraem Jr., Warren K. Booraem, and Eliza-
beth Bissett.

—Trophy for winning float in the 200" anniversary parade,
1920. "1720-1920, 200™ Anniversary, Borough of South
River, 1* Prize Best Float, Awarded, Raymond D. Booraem
and Warren K. Booraem, Sept. 24, 1920."

—Photograph of the "Welcome™ arch (located near the Polish :
church on Jackson Street) from the 200" anniversary celebra- |
tion, 1920.

—Photograph of the mtersectlon of Main Street and Stephen

is just visible at the left), 1920.

—Three photographs of Queen Riverie and her court, 200"
anniversary celebration, 1920.

—Photograph of a float, likely from the 200" anniversary
parade, "Willett's Landing, 1720, impersonated by direct

descendants." The first place float from the parade for South
—Framed photograph of the descendants of Samuel Willett, River’s 200th anniversary, 1920.
1920.

—Photograph of a group of children dressed as toy soldiers with an adult woman at each end of the line.
Elizabeth Bissett is one of the children. Taken at Willett School. [no date]

—Photograph taken after the fire at Allgair's barn, May 3, 1901.

—Photograph of children in costume dancing (possibly taken at Lincoln School). [no date]

—Photograph of a trolley on the flooded Causeway, circa early 1900s.

continued on page 5

—Photograph of original Baptist church. [no date]



New Acquisitions, January—February (continued)

—Two photographs of the Columbia Band, organized by Elwood Serviss, 1900 and 1908.

—Photographs of men and musicians seated in Washington Park. [no date]

—Photograph of men gathered in front of F.W. Bissett's store. Captioned "His former buddies.” [1943]

—Photograph of Ferry Street looking toward Main Street. [no date]

—@Postcard of the Klauser Building, Ferry St. [no date] -

—Photograph of Washington St. from Ferry St., 1900.

—Photograph of members of the South River Fire De-
partment in front of the Borough hall, circa 1908.

—@Postcards of Wm. Campbell and a female teacher
with students at the school on Thomas Street, 1906. |

—1911 calendar plate advertising Forman C. Bissett's [ —
Raritan River Railroad Hotel.

—Aerial view of South River. [pre-1928]

—Photograph of Raymond D. Jr., Warren, Woodis,
and Janet Booraem. [circa late 1920s]

—NMegaphone used by Woodis Booraem as a South
River High School cheerleader, circa 1935-1938. Washington Street from Ferry Street, 1900.

—Photograph of South River cheerleaders in mid-air
(left to right: Joyce Long, Woodis Booraem, Norma Burky, and Walter Kulik), circa 1935-1938.

—Photograph of a television showing the studio audience during the Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson.
Audience members are holding a banner for South River's 250" anniversary, 1970.

—Framed drawing of Old School Baptist Church — South River Museum building, by Jamie Swaine.

—Booklet from the "Centennial celebration of the original cupola bell of the South River Public School, in
service from 1853 to 1936."

—Program for the BPOE/Elks "Institution of South River Lodge No. 2033, Sunday, April 28, 1957."

—Photograph of the house formerly located at the corner of Jackson Street and Whitehead Avenue, 1900.

—Photograph of a house, likely on Main Street, with the notation "Peterson.” [no date]

—Photograph of the Brant home at the corner of Ferry and Washington Streets (later the location of the
Klauser Building), circa 1900.

—Photographic portrait thought to be Susie Klauser. [no date]

—Two photographs of the Martha Washington Society [no date]

—Photograph of the bar at the Raritan River Railroad Hotel, with bartender, Jim Fitton, and owner Forman C.
Bissett, circa 1900.

—Photograph of Amelia Serviss, Janet Booraem, and Eliza-
beth Klauser Booraem, plus three additional photographs Special Acknowledgements
taken at the Booraem home.

—Photographs of Corpus Christi Church and rectory taken by | ~oNTRIBUTIONS
Raymond D. Booraem, Jr.

—Photograph of a ship at Staten Island along with a copy ofa | IN MEMORY OF:
1953 newspaper article about Fred Beldring.

—Card advertising excursions to Highland Beach.

—Photograph of S.Willett Booraem (1832-1901). [no date]

—Program for Asher W. Bissett’s 75" birthday, 1943.

—Booklets from 50" reunions of the SRHS classes of 1939
and 1940, and the 40™ reunion of the class of 1952.

—Framed congratulations from the Mayor and Council to GENERAL FUND:
Elizabeth Booraem on the occasion of her 100" birthday,
March 17, 1984, along with assorted letters, newspaper
clippings and other items.

—Assorted newspapers and newspaper clippings.

Frances & Fred Kornacki by Donna Green
Joyce Mcllvaine Leaming

by Karen & Richard Satterthwaite
Joseph & Margaret Smutko

by Gloria & Ken Smutko

Margaret & Donald Calnan
Carol E. Presnal

Jeanmarie & Larry Ruch
Dorothy & Frank Shamy




Treasures from the Archives — The Memory Box

Every so often a new donation arrives at the museum that not only evokes a strong sense of history, but also
generates an emotional response. The "Memory Box," donated earlier this year by Ruth (Louise) Propst
O'Carroll, is one such artifact.

Mrs. O'Carroll wrote, "I am the niece of Miss Florence A. Propst, who taught in the South River Public
Schools, specifically, Willett — grade two. She taught early in the [20"] century there, and during the depres-
sion, until the mid 50s, when she retired at age 72.

"The reason for my contribution enclosed relates to your most recent newsletter we received. The portion
about the handkerchief factories reminded me of a box she cherished and left to me. It was treasured, not so
much for its contents, as much as reminders of the children of South River who had given the hankies en-
closed to her. Usually, at Christmas, she would receive numerous envelopes from her children with a hankie
or two enclosed... no doubt sewn by many of the mothers of those children, who worked in those handker-
chief mills. The delicate designs are reflected in the corners of many of them, no doubt the workmanship of
those skilled embroiderers mentioned in your excellent article.

"She would be pleased to know that her little gift reminders would have a home in the town where they had
been crafted and given to a teacher with love. Keep up your good work preserving the history of your fine
town."
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A sampling of the handkerchiefs from Florence A. Propst’s memory box.

Florence Propst was born in Pennsylvania in 1892, and moved to Milltown in the 1920s. Before relocating to
New Jersey, she taught in a one room schoolhouse in rural Pennsylvania where grades 1 to 12 were together

in one room. She shoveled snow, pumped water, and stoked the pot-bellied stove before school began. After

moving to Milltown, she took a position in South River and started her memory box. She died in 1984.

Like many dedicated South River teachers, Miss Propst lived nearby, but didn’t call South River home. The
connections were nonetheless strong and the memories of the time she spent here and the children she taught

were long-lasting.



The Main Street Walking Tour

...and what a tour it was! Brian Armstrong, President of the South River Historical & Preservation Society,
led a group of more than 50 people on an hour-long tour on Saturday, March 12. The event was sponsored
by the South River Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission and the South River Police Department provided
an escort to guarantee the safety of the
large group of pedestrians. Special
thanks go out to Special Law Enforce-
ment Officer, Travis Taylor, for insuring
safe passage for all those who attended.

The tour started and ended at the South
River Museum where visitors were in-
vited inside to view the exhibits, and
outside to view the historic graveyard
behind the building. Those in attendance
enjoyed the displays and some took
home copies of the South River—Images
of America book which was published in
June 2015.

Brian Armstrong with some of the tour group at one of the stops during the

Armstrong led the energetic group from tour of Main Street on March 12, 2016. Photograph by Anita Hermstedt.

the museum down Main Street toward
the river. He discussed not only the buildings along the way, but stories of the people and events which took
e place in the buildings. The 1888 political riot between
the Democrats and the Republicans, the 1908 fire that
decimated much of the block between Obert Street and
Ferry Street, bootlegging and Prohibition, the 1928
opening of the Capitol Theatre, the 1932 strike and la-
bor riot, and the 1936 shooting of Police Chief Charles
Eberwein were all covered. Stores, banks, and other
businesses were described, along with blizzards, floods,
and ghost stories. There was something for everyone.

The “Town Center” chapter of the South River book

k BN et RS e provided a basis for the tour. Armstrong compiled addi-
The view looking up Main Street after the 1908 fire. The  tional information from newspapers, census records,
Washington Hotel (now the location of Z&Z Roofing and

Siding) is at the left.
Postcard from the collection of Stephanie Bartz.

maps, directories, and other resources to fill in the
gaps and expand his talk to include stories as recent
as the 1984 performance by Metallica at the Union
Jack, formerly located on the corner of Main Street
and Stephen Street.

A tour of Washington Monumental Cemetery on
Hillside Avenue is currently in the planning stages.
For additional information please contact the South
River Cultural Arts & Heritage Commission via

The Borough HaII (now the Criminal Justice Bmldmg) as it
. . ) looked when it was built in 1908.
email at culturalarts@southrivernj.org or by phone Postcard from the collection of Donna Kornacki Green.

at 732-257-1999 ext. 150.
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Scholarship Essays Due April 15th

Please remind any high school seniors you know that entries into the
Richard K. Meyers South River History Essay Contest must be re-
ceived by April 15th! The contest is open to all graduating high
school seniors who are residents of South River and who are plan-
ning to continue their educations.

Since the inception of the program,
we’ve received essays about a wide
range of subjects, including home-
coming, Hurricane Sandy, the ducks
at Daley’s Pond, art programs at the
high school, and the razing of the
Knights of Columbus building. Es-
says must describe something that
took place in South River during the
lifetime of the student submitting the
essay. Students are encouraged to
write about something that’s of per-
sonal significance; it need not have
been a major event in South River's history.

First place winner Rebecca
Baczyk receives her award from
Society President, Brian
Amrstrong, June 22, 2015.

The first place winner will receive a check for $500; second place,
$350; and third place, $150. Complete details about the essay con-
test are available on the Society’s website or by emailing the Society
at southriverhistory@gmail.com.

Have you renewed your
membership for 20167

If you haven’t already sent in your
membership dues for 2016, please
consider sending them in now. Your
support will help the Society to
continue its efforts to preserve and
promote South River’s rich history.

Check the mailing label on this news-
letter to find out when your current
membership expires. If you’re receiv-
ing your newsletter via email, contact
us at southriverhistory@gmail.com and
we’ll check our records to tell you
when your membership expires.

You can renew, or submit a new mem-
bership for yourself or a friend, using
the form supplied in this newsletter, or
you can print a form from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your contin-
ued support. All dues and donations are
tax deductible. Thank you!




2016 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New |:|Renewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): r Adult $10.00
Address: I Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: I Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. r Business/Corporate  $25.00
|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r Lifetime - Individual $250.00

|:| 1 would like to make an additional donation:

$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund

$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund

Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be

P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts.
If your employer participates in such a program, please send a matching gift form with your donation form.
The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




