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Next Meeting: President's Message by Brian Armstrong
November 18

As I drive by the old site of the Knights of Columbus on Jackson Street, I am re-
In the Spotlight: The  minded of the original buildings that stood on the site 150 years ago, the Samuel
2015 Annual Meeting  Whitehead homestead and brickyard. In the 1800s, Whitehead owned much of the
will put the audience in  land between Jackson Street and Old Bridge Turnpike. The land that would be used

the spotlight witha  to establish the Washington Monumental Cemetery in 1856 was donated by him.

round of show-and-tell
of South River Whitehead had a career change in the 1850s, from fruit farmer to sand and clay ex-

memorabilia from cavator and seller. It was at that time that the site began to develop into one of
World War II or other  South River’s key industrial areas. In the 1860s, Whitehead started his own brick
eras. Please bringa ~ company behind his large house on Jackson Street. The house and the dormitory
piece of local history or connected to it provided housing for his seasonal workers.

R0 0 S In later years, Samuel Whitehead partnered with his daughters and their husbands in

Join us at 7:00 p.m.  the brick business. Following his death in 1873, the land between Jackson Street and
at the the cemetery was divided between the two daughters. They formed two new brick
South River Museum  companies, the Yates Brick Yard and the Theodore Willet Brick Yard. The latter
— Old School Baptist ~ Was still in existence until the early 20™ century. By 1930 the original buildings had
Church. 64-66 Main  been torn down and by 1940 the house that eventually became the Knights of Co-
Street, :South River., lumbus was built on the site.

Light refreshments will
be served.

Museum Hours

The South River Mu-
seum is open to the
general public from

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

on the first Sunday of

T T

Van Dyke Reid’s November 12, 1898 view of Jackson Street looking west from the cemetery gate.

Now that the site has been cleared for the new firehouse, the area resembles the only
each month (second photograph in the museum’s Van Dyke Reid collection that shows it. The house on
Sunday if the first is a Jackson Street and the outbuildings behind it are evident beyond the cemetery en-
holiday): trance which was then on Jackson Street. Most of the buildings were part of the fam-
ily farm, which is a strange concept to us today, but was an important part of most
November 1,2015  households before 1900. Businessman, banker, or brickyard owner, you likely
December 6,2015  owned one or more horses, pigs, and possibly a cow for milk. So before they build
January 3, 2016 the new firehouse, take one last look up Jackson Street toward Main Street and
February 7, 2016 imagine the houses, worker dormitory, brick yard and farm buildings that sat on that
corner for the better part of a century.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988 to
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the

history the borough. For more information, visit us at:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/ or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory
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Submissions for the next issue must be received by January 15.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter
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SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

OFFICERS TRUSTEES
President: Ed Cicchi
Brian Armstrong Hank Dziemian
Vice President: William Goepfert
Nan Whitehead Sara-Ann Goldman
Secretary: Linda Grimm
Richard Alai Anita Hermstedt
Treasurer: Paul Migut
Marilyn Anastasio Bernadette Palaski
. . Greg Palaski
Immedlate Past President Donna Rafano
Dick Meyers [Deceased] Ken Roginski

Charles Sicknick
COMMITTEES

Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz

Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano

Calendar - Doris Miller

Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert and Paul Goepfert
Grants - Brian Armstrong

Historic Buildings & Sites — Brian Armstrong
Hospitality - Linda Grimm

Membership - Marilyn Anastasio

Newsletter - Stephanie Bartz

Program - Nan Whitehead

Publicity - Donna Rafano

Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert
Web Site - Stephanie Bartz

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Woodis Booraem (2002)  Doris Miller (2008)
Ann Rafano (2003) Robert Rafano (2008)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) Brian Armstrong (2014)
Stephanie Bartz (2007) Iris Schmitt (2014)

South River (Images of Amer-
ica) Book — $21.99

Includes seven chapters with
more than 200 photographs
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015.

Holiday Medallion Orna-
ment Commemorating the Old School Bap-
tist Church (now the South River Museum)
—$10.00

2016 SRH&PS Calendar —
$8.00; 2015 and older, $6.00
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00)
Includes historical images

with descriptive captions.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

1894 photo of the OSBC Iz

(now the South River Mu-  |I/ 4 ,
seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC {ﬁ ?%F iy

graveyard; Main St, 1906.

Old School Baptist
Church Note Cards with Envelopes — Set of
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features
an 1894 photo of the OSBC.

Lapel Pin — $5.00

Collectible pin commemorating
the South River Museum — Old
| School Baptist Church [size-
7/8 inch].

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items.
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There’s No Place Like Jersey...

The September general meeting featured a talk by Maureen Wlodarczyk, author, genealogist, and columnist,
about her book Jersey! Then...Again. Readings from the book and anecdotes about some

8 of the little-known New Jerseyans and New Jersey events featured in it were the focus of

\‘# %‘ the evening. The talk was supplemented with a slideshow of illustrations from the book.
2 '\} SRt Several items related to the stories were also circulated among the audience members.

! e

AR f Wilodarczyk started her presentation with a brief history of how she became interested in

‘Jerse 1 genealogy and the quest to find her Irish roots. She continued with Vlgnettes from her

ﬂlgn"/\qam book, beginning with “Rosie the Riveter
— NJ Women in the War Effort” which
was inspired by a circa 1918 photograph
of four women working in a New Jersey railroad yard. Al-
though the phrase “Rosie the Riveter” was first used during
World War II, the concept of women filling in for men dur-
ing wartime had earlier roots, at least as far back as World
War I when women were employed in traditionally male
roles while men served in the military.

Maureen K. Wlodarczyk

Other accounts included “Votes for Women — NJ Suffra-
gettes,” “NJ Irish-American Boxers McCarthy and Burns,”
“Peter Graham — Phrenologist,” and “The Titanic Disaster.”  Maureen Wlodarczyk addresses the audience at the
The latter detailed the stories of several New Jersey resi- start of her presentation on September 30"
dents, including two who survived the 1912 sinking and two

who did not. Ms. Wlodarczyk read an excerpt from the account given by Elizabeth Dowdell, a governess,
describing her escape on lifeboat number 13. In 1958, Dowdell was a guest at the New York premiere of “A
Night to Remember,” the first feature film about the sinking of the Titanic.

“Hoboken: Home of Competitive Baseball” told the story of Hoboken’s Elysian Fields, mentioning not only
its role in baseball history, but also as a park and recreation area. Of particular interest was the account of a
murder that took place in the park. The event later served as the inspiration for the Edgar Allen Poe story,
The Mystery of Marie Roget, a sequel to his well-known detective story, The Murders in the Rue Morgue.

The final story of the evening featured “Dr. Oliver P. Brown —Herbal Medicine Practitioner.” A dealer in
patent medicines, “Dr.” Brown garnered much success in his career, even after he was exposed as a fraud.
When he died in 1878, his personal fortune was estimated at $30,000 or more. In spite of his reputation as a
snake oil salesman, he is remembered today as the author of The complete herbalist, or The people their own
physicians by the use of nature's remedies. describing the great curative properties found in the herbal king-
dom ..., still considered to be one of the most comprehensive books on the subject of herbal medicine.

Celebrating Veterans

In 1940, the population of South River was 10,714 people. 1,875 of those men and women, almost one fifth of
the town's population, served in the Armed Forces during World War II. The war ended in August 1945, and
from June 30 to July 2, 1946, South River held a celebration to honor the returning veterans. According to the
newspapers of the time, the parade held on July 1* drew 20,000 viewers and 2,000 participants. Portions of the
3-day event were filmed on behalf of the Lion's Club by Edward Warren, Raymond J. Demaison, and Nathan
Grossman.

On October 10™ and 11™, in honor of the 70™ anniversary of the end of WWII, the South River Historical &
Preservation Society, in cooperation with the South River Public Library, hosted screenings of the 1946 film.
More than 70 people came to watch the parade roll by. Viewers called out places they recognized which

helped keep others oriented on the path of the marchers. Continued on page 5




2015 Members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Martin Adler
Maureen & Richard Alai
Brian O. Armstrong
Sarah Attalla
Rebecca Baczyk
Tom & Karen Bara
Alfred & Georgia Baumann
Katherine Bitow
Virgil, Sandra, & Sarah Blake
Caroline Boden Devlin
Walter & Mary Ann Boyler
Marvin & Karen Bradford
Arianna Brister
Jacqueline Brown
Louise Bruhn
Edward & Audrey Brys
Donald & Margaret Calnan
Lorraine Chevalier McDonald
Dorothy Clark
Thomas Comella &

Emily Varga-Comella
Frank Czapkowski
Carol DeVoe
Hank Dziemian
Eleanor R. Eppinger
Rosemary Erickson
George Feaster
Alice Fehrer Wyatt
Christine Fowler
Joyce Funk
Dalma Gallardo
Marie Gardner
Myles R. Garrigan
Charles & Pat Gawarkiewicz
Paul Goepfert &

Joann Smith-Goepfert
William Goepfert
Jennifer Golden
Melissa K. Golden
Roger M. Golden
Deborah Golden Katzman
Sara-Ann Goldman
Donna Green
John & Linda Grimm
Eileen Habacht Nusbaum
Monica Harder
Douglas E. Heine
William & Anita Hermstedt
John & Janice Hutchison
Kathleen Hyland

Walter C. & Dianne Koziatek, Jr.

John Kulakovich

Marion Kutawski

Elizabeth Litarowich

Alfred & Shirley Losiewicz

Brandon Madalone

Lily Marach

Joseph & Sheila Mark

Betty Matyas

Maureen McCallion

Bruce Meyers

Paul & Karyn Migut

Hannah Maire Nale

George & Ruth O’Carroll

Elaine O’Neill

John & Marley O'Neill, Jr.

Gergory & Bernadette Palaski

Tom & Karen Palumbo

Justin Pechulis

Gary V. Petrie

Jakub Policht

Carol E. Presnal

Michael Psenechnuk

Amy & Zac Rafano

Chirs & Donna Rafano & Family

Rob & Julie Rafano & Family

Anthony & JoAnn Razzano

Janice Rein

Kenneth R. Rice

Walter & Edna Rice

Dorothy Rice-Oliver &
Allen Oliver

Irene “Debby” Richter

Wendy D. Richter

Donna Roehsler

Edwin & Dolores Roginski

Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch

Janet L. Satterthwaite

Richard & Karen Satterthwaite

Walter & Doris Schaed

Iris Schmitt

Karen L. Schnitzspahn

Albert & Kathleen Seaman

Teresa Sellar

Joanne Senko

Michael Senko

Frank & Dorothy Shamy

Charles & Gladys Sicknick

Judith G. Smith

Kenneth & Gloria Smutko

Dorothy “Dottie” Sowchuk

John & Alexis Stashkevetch
Jill, Steven & Hayden Sullivan
Barbara Szarka Lindsay
The Till Family

Edward & Mary Timko
Eugene & Cynthia Urbanik
Emiel & Eliane Verloove
Dolly Williscroft Vivaselli
Eileen White

Nan Whitehead

Janice Whitehead Chase
Diane Whitehead Himmelberger
Cynthia A. Wilk

Anna Wolan Cygan

Walter B. Woronowicz
Aeron Yesis

Dorothy P. Zaleske

Lynn & Joseph Zawadsky
Peter M. Zawadsky, MD
Jean Zimmerman

Edward & Mara Zukowski

Life Members

Paul Barsczewski
Stephanie Bartz

Barbara B. Cline

Louise Fitzpatrick

Eileen (Kozak) Koltwich
Candice Lewandoski
Kenneth Roginski
Norman Scheinberg, Ph.D
Mary Witt, MD

Business Members

Alai Tile Company

Financial Foundations Services
Group

La Tavola Cucina

Rafano & Wood, PC

Rutgers University

Honorary Members

Woodis Booraem (2002)
Ann Rafano (2003)
Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Doris Miller (2008)
Robert C. Rafano (2008)
Brian Armstrong (2014)
Iris Schmitt (2014)




Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN MEMORY OF:

Mary Caroline Boden by Caroline Boden Devlin
Fred & Olga Fehrer by Alice Fehrer Wyatt
Mildred Stults Garrigan & Beatrice Stults

by Myles Garrigan
\

IN HONOR OF:

Linda Grimm & Marilyn Anastasio
by John & Janice Hutchison

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:

John & Janice Hutchison
Anthony & JoAnn Razzano

GENERAL FUND:

Rosemary Erickson
Elizabeth Litarowich
Frank & Rose Shamy
Judith Smith
with a matching grant from Johnson & Johnson
The Till Family

New Acquisitions, Sept. — Oct. 2015

e Wedding dress worn July 8, 1911 by Mary Halasz at
her marriage to John Pastor at St. Stephen Protomar-
tyr Church. Donated by Sandra Pastor—Buttons.

o  WWII medals and photograph of Albert Krempecki,
Memorial Day parade program, May 25, 2015; invi-
tation to the event honoring Albert Krempecki fol-
lowing the 2015 Memorial Day parade; card with
biographical information and image of Albert Krem-
pecki. Donated by Stella Krempecki Gumino.

o Booklet of Belarusian poetry, 4 Handful of Words,
by Lavon Baravy (pseudonym of Leo Surak); pin-
back from the 250" anniversary of South River,
1970. Donated by Leo Surak.

e Photographs of the 1958 SRHS graduation at Camp-
bell Field and the 1954 Confirmation at St. Stephen's
Church, taken by Stanley Surman; photograph of the
1946 graduating class of Willett School. Donated by
Tracy Till.

e Photos of Al Hillman, magician and owner of Hill-
man’s Bar, Emma’s Doghouse Club, and unnamed
parade; newspaper clippings about “The Castle” and
the Capitol Theatre; postcards of SRHS on Thomas
St. and Walker Gordon rotolactor; ticket to 1955

Celebrating — continued from page 3

The viewing room at the library was decorated with
a list of the men and women who served during the
war. Those who attended the event searched for the
names of family members and friends to confirm
that they were recognized for their service. Also
displayed were photos of those who died while in
service, as well as other photos and documents that
have been shared with the society. Popular music
from the war era played softly in the background
while the film was shown, giving everyone a feel-
ing of nostalgia for the time.

During the course of the film screenings, viewers
also reminisced about some of the places shown in
the film. Kuberski's stables, then located at Jackson
and Radcliffe Streets, was featured in the parade
preparation segment. The open field where mem-
bers of the Lion’s Club appeared on horses was on
Radcliffe. The clock on the PNC bank is visible at
the beginning of the fireworks segment, as is the
Honor
# Roll
then
located
on the
corner
of Main

~~ HONOR ROLL

: . — w1 and
A rare view of the Honor Roll from St eph en
a 1940s era postcard.
Streets

opposite the bank. The Honor Roll stood through-
out the war and names were added as men and
women joined the military.

The biggest surprise came from a conversation with
Mark Mician, whose grandfather was Edward War-
ren, one of the photographers of the black and
white portion of the film. Mician's grandfather
worked for DuPont in the experimental film depart-
ment and DuPont supplied him with film to

test. Mr. Warren also had a darkroom in his home
where he developed the film he shot. He regularly
filmed high school football games so that the team
could review their performance. Although Mician
was aware of some of his grandfather’s work, he
never knew about the filming of the 1946 celebra-
tion. Later in his life Mr. Warren discarded all of
the films he had made over the years, including im-
ages from family events. The Society is happy to be
able to preserve one small but significant piece of
Mr. Warren’s work.

SRHS graduation. Donated by George Feaster. .
5
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Connected by a River

Armstrong (left), President of the SRH&PS, to
the RMHA directors during the September 19™
event at the South River Museum.

Donald Peck (right), Vice-President of the Rari-
tan-Millstone Heritage Alliance, introduces Brian

The South River Museum was the host site for the September 19"
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage
Alliance. The guest speaker was Dr. Judy Auer Shaw, director of the
Sustainable Raritan River Initiative and senior research specialist at
the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy at Rut-

gers University. Dr.
Shaw spoke about the
rewards of being a part
of the historic preser-
vation community.
Her recently published

| book, The Raritan

River, Our Landscape,
Our Legacy, was also
discussed.

The Alliance is com-
prised of a more than
140 historic sites lo-
cated along the Raritan

and Millstone Rivers in Middlesex, Somerset, and Mercer counties.
These include commercial, non-profit and educational entities, mu-
seums, private homes, and restaurants. For more information, in-

cluding a guidebook to RMHA sites, visit www.raritanmillstone.org.

It’s time to renew your
membership for 2016!

Please consider sending in your mem-
bership dues for 2016 or upgrading to a
lifetime membership now. We need
your continued support in order to con-
tinue our efforts to preserve and pro-
mote South River’s rich history.

Check the mailing label on this news-
letter to find out when your current
membership expires. If you’re receiv-
ing your newsletter via email, contact
us at southriverhistory@gmail.com and
we’ll check our records to tell you
when your membership expires.

You can renew or submit a new mem-
bership for yourself or a friend using
the form supplied in this newsletter, or
you can print a form from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your contin-
ued support. All dues and donations are
tax deductible. Thank you!
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2016 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: |:| New DRenewal |:| Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): I Adult $10.00
Address: I Student $5.00
City: State: ___ ZipCode: | T7 g, hiiviCouple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00
|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. r Lifetime - Individual $250.00
|:| I would like to make an additional donation:
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash I:' Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 3 1.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.

Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts.
If your employer participates in such a program, please send a matching gift form with your donation form.
The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




