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President's Message by Brian Armstrong

The South River Historical & Preservation Society is very excited about the publication
of the Images of America: South River book being released by Arcadia Publishing this
month. What makes this book unique is that it celebrates the vision of one man, Richard
Van Dyke Reid. Between 1890 and 1906, he photographed people, streets, and buildings
in the borough and other areas of New Jersey. Fortunately, through the foresight of Har-
old Armstrong and Earl Wenger, this collection of photographs became a key part of the
museum collections. For years the Society has been including photographs from the Van
Dyke Reid collection in calendars and newsletters. Visitors to the museum have been

Richard Van Dyke Reid, 1897. Photo-
graph by Holler, New Brunswick.

| ganized as Reid wanted them to be seen, with cate-

able to view reproductions of the photographs or-

gories such as residences, businesses, people, and
streets. We are thrilled that the collection will now
have a much larger audience.

I feel that Reid would be very pleased with the publication of this book.
First of all, he loved South River and obviously cared quite a bit about
recording the look of the town and the people in the late 19™ and early
20" centuries. I think he would be really amazed at the disappearance of
much of the core downtown businesses and industry of the borough, but
would be happy to see many of the familiar houses on Main Street which

I\l still retain the look of that era. He would probably lament the loss of the

closeness of the river to the town, but welcome the cleaner environment
with the elimination of coal burning factories, houses, and trains; reduc-
tion of dust from unpaved roads; absence of manure from horses and
other farm animals in the streets, and the general cleanliness of the streets
and buildings. Van Dyke Reid would also miss the many shade trees and
white picket fences which are long gone from Main Street.

Finally he would be amazed at how the new inventions of his era, the car, telephone, and electricity, have

transformed the American way of life. But knowing his love of photography, he would embrace the smart
phone and quickly begin a new collection of photographs and selfies for another generation of South River
residents to enjoy in the year 2115.

New Acquisitions, February — May 2015

e 1965 South River High School Oriflamme. Donated by Michael Pepe.

o Digital copies of 45 photographs taken around South River, ©1982 Andy Fritz. Donated by Andy Fritz.

e Pennants from the South River Maroons, St. Mary's, and Washington DC 1951; St. Mary's CYO cheer-
leader's uniform; SRHS gym suit; SRHS football jersey, #73, Frank J. Rzigalinski Jr.; SRHS football &
basketball pins with team photos; SRHS letters; paper megaphone from Joe Theisman Day, 1970; 11
SRHS football programs; SRHS alumni directory, 2003. Donated by Linda R. Gibbs.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation
News willingly corrects its factual errors. If
you believe we have made a mistake, please
let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Submissions for the September
2015 issue must be received by August 15.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive
your newsletter via email by sending a
message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTORS:

Maureen McCallion

Alexis & John Stashkevetch

Eileen White
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:

In Memory of Gail Apgar by Ann & Robert C. Rafano

In Memory of Matthew
IN MEMORY OF:

Zigmond Biernacki by Sue Rose

Joyce Mcllvaine Leaming by
Karen & Richard Satterthwaite

Margaret & Joseph Smutko by Gloria & Ken Smutko

Correction: The name of our April program
presenter, Karen Schnitzspahn, was inadver-
tently misspelled in the program announcement
in the February issue of South River Historical
& Preservation News and in the program syn-
opsis in the April issue. The editor regrets the
error. Our apologies to Ms. Schnitzspahn.

Rein by Janice Rein

Government Day 2015

South River’s 3" grade students along with their
teachers and chaperones, about 190 people in all,
visited the museum on May 22™ as part of the
annual Government Day tour. Other stops in-
cluded the Mayor’s Office, Police Station, Fire
Department, Rescue Squad, and Post Office.
Visitors to the museum were given a brief history
of the building and the war memorials. Inside, the
students were very interested in the exhibits and
excitedly looked at the different areas of the mu-
seum. In the graveyard, they learned about the
Frazee Urn and the gravestones. At the end of
their visits, many of the students, and some par-
ents, indicated that they look forward to coming
back in the future.




Conservation Work Continues

Thanks to generous contributions from donors, conservation work on the Old School Baptist Church grave-
yard, located behind the South River Museum, is continuing. The urn sculpted by well-known American artist
John Frazee, in memory of his wife,
Jane (1790-1832), has been cleaned
and treated. The headstones of Edgar
Hardenbrook (1847-1878) and Fran-
ces Lott Manahan (1777-1816),
which were leaning precariously,
have been righted and reset.

In addition to the work done in the
graveyard, the World War I memo-

rial at the front of the museum has

also been cleaned and treated. Next e Sy i et 4 el s

steps include repairing the crack in el T D GO (3 Sen' e AR A AP
the cement foundation under the The southwest corner of the Old School Baptist Church graveyard. The Frazee
doughboy statue and work on the urn is seen at left inside the small fenced enclosure. The Hardenbrook and Mana-
brick base of the Obert monument in | han headstones are the fourth and sixth stones from the left in the row at the

the graveyard. back. Photographed on May 8, 2015 by Stephanie Bartz.

There's still more work to be done. You'll find a donation form on the newsletter insert if you'd like to contrib-
ute to future efforts.

Scouts Visit the Museum

The Girl Scouts of Troop 80308 and the Tigers from Cub Scout Pack
83 each paid a visit to the museum this spring. Accompanied by par-
ents and Troop Leader Jennie Racek, the Girl Scouts stopped in on
April 30™, The Tiger Scouts followed on May 6™ with their mothers
and their Den Leader, AnnMarie Karczmit.

Each of the scouts participated in a hunt to locate items in the mu-
seum based on descriptions provided by museum docents. At the
conclusion of the activity the scouts presented their findings of such
artifacts as the portraits of
the Willett sisters and the
arrowhead collection.
| Following a quick snack,
_| they were given a tour of
the Old School Baptist
Church graveyard behind
the museum.

An added treat for the Ti- | Girl Scout Troop 80308 posed in front of the
Willett sisters portraits during their visit to the

gers was a brief falk from museum on April 30", Left to Right (kneeling):

- museum trustee and Andreja Kutovy, Kristen Mazur, Nicole
The visitors from Cub Scout Pack 83 during scoutmaster of Troop 4, | Krushinski. Left to Right (standing): Emily
their May 6" trip to the museum. Left to Right: William Goepfert. Tuder, Taylor Krushinski, Kaitlyn Semanovich,
Diana Mayorya, Bryan Murillo, Matthew Goepfert spoke about his Grace Racek. Photograph by Kelli-Ann Mazur.

Oswald, and Brian Mayorya. Back Row: Troop Eagle Scout project, the
Leader, AnnMarie Karczmit. Photograph by ’

. 4 .
Rebeca Cespedes. index for R. Van Dyke Reid's scrapbook of marriage records, and

showed the scouts his Eagle Scout medal.
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64-66 Main Street
South River, New Jersey
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Your place in history.




Memories excerpted from remarks made at the 55th
reunion of the South River High School Class of 1941,
by Miles Robert Garrigan, President

I opened my own memory capsule the other day and sorted them out.
Here's what I found.

1. Freshmen classes at Willett School. Ethyl Petrie conducting danc-
ing classes after school. I learned to dance to "Rosalie."

2. "Young April" was the Junior Class play. There was a line in it —
"Love is a matter of chemistry." I didn't understand it then, but I
do now.

3. "Call of the Banshee" was the Senior Class play. I played Tom
Scott, a deaf mute. In retrospect — the critics were telling me
something.

4. A few years ago I was at West Point. I wandered through the
Thayer Hotel. Our Senior Class trip became a vivid memory. To
the girl who kissed me behind the palm tree — Thank You, Thank
You, Thank You. I will not tell — I am sworn to secrecy.

5. There are a few academic memories. One being Mr. Hall's Eng-
lish class — reading Matthew Arnold's "Sohrab and Runstum" —
an epic poem. There is a line — "Sweet are the uses of adversity."
I recall the discussion - for every bad happening, perhaps some-
thing good would come from it. So true.

6. ”Dill" Rossi and Miriam Robin debating the question. "Resolved
that the little man, who wasn't there, was there."

7. Sitting in Mr. Denny's class with my arm in a sling. I broke it do-
ing the "skyrocket" cheer. That was my "Badge of Courage." The
football players had nothing on me.

8. Mr. Schack's home room class was assigned to put on an assem-
bly program. I ended up singing "Home Cooking Mama with the
Frying Pan." A memory I am desperately trying to forget.

It's been an olympic year. The fifty-fifth reunion of our class, the
Olympic Games, the presidential election, and even a lunar eclipse a
few weeks ago. We cast our shadow on the moon.

A year like this will not happen again until 2016 — according to my
calculations. I am not sure of the eclipse. So let's enjoy this one. Per-
haps, our seventy-fifth reunion will be held in a space station hover-
ing over South River.

An imaginary conversation on the ground would go something like
this —
"Isn't that an UFO?"
"No, that's the South River High School Class of 1941 hold-
ing their seventy-fifth reunion."
"They always were light years ahead of their time."

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

Images of America:
South River — $21.99 §
Includes seven chap-
ters with more than

200 photographs and
descriptive captions.

Commemorative
200™ Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church—South
River Museum Medallion Orna-
ment — $10.00

2015 SRH&PS
Calendar — $8.00;
2014 and older,
$6.00 (2009 & older,
10 for $10.00)

Commemorative Book Celebrating
South River's 275" Anniversary,
1720-1995 — $10.00

Over 90 pages of text & photographs.

Postcards — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00:
1894 photo of the
OSBC (now the
South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Urn || o AR
& OSBC graveyard; | b
Main St, 1906.

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes — Set of 5
cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00
Features an early photo of the OSBC.

Lapel Pin — $5.00
Collectible pin com-
memorating the South
River Museum - Old  [§
School Baptist Church | &
[size- 7/8 inch].

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari - $25.00
Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %7, unframed; includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building.

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-
tions and do not include postage.
Please visit our website (see back
page) for additional items.
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Made in New Jersey by William Goepfert

The program for the April meeting featured a lecture by Linda J. Barth, historian and author of multiple books
on New Jersey history. Titled The Garden State: Where Ideas Grow, the presen-
tation covered various inventions and inventors from throughout New Jersey’s
history, as further detailed in Barth's book 4 History of Inventing in New Jersey:
From Thomas Edison to the Ice Cream Cone.

Mrs. Barth divided her presentation into different categories of inventions, like
entertainment, communications, food, sports, and medicine, and included spe-
cific examples from Thomas Edison and Bell Labs. Edison’s phonograph and
kinetoscope were among the entertainment items, along with flexible photo-
graphic film, and Les Paul’s electric guitar. There were many examples from the

el
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communications category, thanks largely to the contributions of Bell Labs and & >
RCA. The touch tone telephone, satellite communications (via the Telstar series v o 1‘]
of satellites), and fiber optics were all covered. Another communications break- SN

through came via Samuel Morse and Alfred Vail, who jointly invented the tele-
graph and the language now known as Morse code. It is Morse, however, that
history remembers, unfairly forgetting Vail’s contributions.

Linda J. Barth with her book,
A History of Inventing in New
Jersey. Photo by William

Another inventor forgotten by history is Seth Boyden, who invented a process Goepfert.

for patent leather and malleable iron, yet died poor. He was praised by Edison for his contributions to society,
but he never desired to patent his inventions. As for food, items created in New Jersey include pork roll,
M&M’s, Bosco Chocolate Syrup, cultivated blueberries, and, contrary to popular legend, the ice cream cone.

When asked about why she decided to write a book about New Jersey’s inventions, Mrs. Barth stated that she
was tired of seeing negative portrayals of New Jersey, and decided to put out some positive information.




2015 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: [ | New [ | Renewal [ |Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): - Adult $10.00
Address: - Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: - Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)
: : . '
|:| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00
|:| Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. Lifetime - Individual $250.00
I would like to make an additional donation:
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and payment to: SRH&PS Membership All dues and donations are tax-deductible.
P.O. Box 446 Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

|:| My company has a matching gift program.
Company name/address

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

SRH&PS Donation Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: (Optional) E-mail: (Optional)
$ |:| in honor of |:| in memory of:
$ Scholarship Fund
$ Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program
$ General Fund
Total amount enclosed: $ |:| Cash |:| Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your donation form and payment to: SRH&PS, Inc. All donations are tax-deductible and will be
P.O. Box 446 recognized in our newsletter.
South River, NJ 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar

2015 Meetings: June 24 September 30 November 18

June 24 Program: /mages of America: South River Book Launch Event: The newly published collection of

more than 200 photographs of South River will be introduced. Copies of the book will be available for pur-
chase.

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main
Street, South River. Light refreshments will be served.

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month
(second Sunday if the first is a holiday): June 7 July12 August2 September 6




