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President's Message by Brian Armstrong 

 
After the flooding of South River from Superstorm Sandy, one of the saddest things to 

see on Main Street, besides the closed Bank of America, was the boarded up Sun Sun 

Chinese Restaurant. This building at 19 Main Street had been part of the landscape of 

the South River business district since the 1800s when the current brick building re-

placed an earlier building. I wondered if the building would survive or end up like 

many of the other damaged buildings. 

 

The business was originally called the Gordon House and was founded by Samuel 

Gordon in the 1830s. It is said to have replaced a bar owned by Peter Obert. The 

Gordon House prospered and was known as the Magnolia Hotel by the time Van Dyke 

Reid photographed the building in the 1890s. The hotel consisted of a saloon on the 

first floor and five rooms on the second floor. 

 

After Prohibition was repealed, the venerable house continued as a drinking establishment into the late 20th 

century with names like Wally’s Bar and Bob’s Bar. Bob’s Bar was one of the notorious Go Go bars of South 

River in the 1980s. Later it became the Sun Sun Chinese Restaurant. 

 

The building is currently being renovated to become Brownstone Bagels and Subs. During the renovation, I 

was contacted concerning some of the things that were found when they removed the layers of paint and walls 

that had been added over the years. When they got down to the earliest level, they found the remains of an 

Adam Forepaugh Circus poster from when it played in New 

Brunswick in the late 1800s. The Forepaugh Circus was one of 

the top three circuses of that era along with the Barnum & Bailey 

and Ringling Brothers Circuses. The thing that struck me was that 

my grandfather was a young boy living in South River during this 

era and may have gone to the circus shown in the posters.  

 

The plan for the bagel shop is to return the exterior to the way it 

looked 100 years ago and try to respect the surviving portions of 

the interior. The owner also plans to include a plaque in the build-

ing to describe its history, including a display of artifacts and pic-

tures. I am very excited that this building has survived and will 

have a new commercial life which will ensure its survival in the 

21st century. I hope that other businesses that will respect the 

past will also become established in this area as they rebuild the 

downtown business district of South River. 

 

 
 

Photo Credit:  Samuel Gordon’s Magnolia Hotel, photographed by R. Van 

Dyke Reid on May 25, 1892. 
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  To Our Readers:   
 

  The South River Historical & Preservation  

  News willingly corrects its factual errors.  If   

  you  believe we have made a mistake, please  

  let us know.  
 

  Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are  

  welcomed.  Submissions for the April 

  2015 issue must be received by March 15. 
 

  Please advise us if you would prefer to receive  

  your newsletter via email by sending a  

  message to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 
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And A Good Time Was Had by All 
 

The show-and-tell session at the Annual Meeting on November 19, 

2014 showcased a treasure trove of historical photos, memorabilia, 

and information about local organizations, people, and places.   

 

1. Gary Petrie displayed photographs of the Water Street building 

that started out as a gas station and later became his chiropractic           

office.        

     

2. Len Klekner shared a piece of family history in the form of a 

painting done by his grandfather, Louis Klekner.  

  

3. Marilyn Anastasio told the audience about the Campbell School 

Christmas concert captured for posterity on a vinyl record. 

      

4. Brian Racin described three trophies earned by Boy Scout Troop 

#4 as he donated them to the museum.    

  

5. Martin Adler displayed one of seven posters from the Liberty 

Ballroom before donating them to the museum.   

   

6. Doris Miller talked about items that she gathered from the estate 

of Ann Smith for addition to the museum collections. 

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
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2015 SRH&PS  
Calendar - $8.00; 

2010 to 2014, $6.00;  

2009 & older, 10 for 

$10.00. 
 

Old School Baptist Church print 

by Joseph Csatari - $25.00 

Numbered limited edition print 13” x 

15 ¾”, unframed, includes brief biog-

raphy of the artist and history of the 

Old School Baptist Church building.  
 

Commemorative 200th Anniversary 

Old School Baptist Church Medal-

lion Ornament  (South River Mu-

seum) - $10.00 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00: 

1894  photo of the 

OSBC (now the 

South River Mu-

seum); Frazee Urn 

& OSBC graveyard; 

Main St, 1906 
 

Commemorative Book Celebrating  

South River's 275th Anniversary, 

1720-1995 - $10.00 

Over 90 pages of text & photos. 
 

Wooden Plaque of the Old School 

Baptist Church - $10.00 

Made from timber from the original 

portico columns. 
 

Old School Baptist Church Note 

Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5 

cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 

Features an  early  photo of the OSBC.  
 

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00 

Blue with white lettering and a picture 

of the Old School Baptist Church.  
 

Lapel Pin - $5.00 

Collectible pin com-

memorating the South 

River Museum - Old 

School Baptist Church 

[size- 7/8 inch] 

 

Note: Prices reflect minimum dona-

tions and do not include postage. 

Please visit our website (see back   

page) for additional items. 



 

 

New Acquisitions, October 2014 – January 2015 
 

 Photograph and biography of Major General James C. Cercy. Donated by Dr. Raymond Bastkowski on 

behalf of Major General Cercy. 

 

 50th reunion photograph of SRHS Class of 1954; copies of 1954 graduation program, photographs, and 

related items; pages from the Spokesman featuring photographs of the Class of 1954. Donated by Elmer 

Dey. 

 

 Postcard, election campaign of Freeholder Chris Rafano for reelection as a Freeholder, 1998; plastic 

document sleeve, Motor Service Garage, 127 Water Street; bill of sale for a Ford Tudor, Armstrongs' 

Sales Corporation, 1924. Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rice. 

 

 Scrapbook, South River High School sports, 1935 

to 1938. Donated by Mrs. Richard Perosa. 

 

 Three trophies earned by Boy Scout Troup #4 at 

the Snuffy Hollow Camporee: 1999, First Place, 

Best Troop Campsite, Spotswood Mayor's Award;  

2002 First Place, Best Troop Campsite, Monroe 

Township Mayor's Trophy; 2002 Third Place, 

Troop Award, Jamesburg Elks Lodge. Donated by 

Brian J. Racin. 

 

 7 posters for events at the Liberty Ballroom. Do-

nated by Martin Adler. 

 

 1956 South River High School Handbook; 1955-

56 Campbell School report card; assorted pro-

grams, magazines, photographs, postcards, and 

other ephemera. Donated by Susana Smith. 

 

 1942 South River High School commencement announcement; SRHS pin with ribbons; program from 

the 45th reunion of the Class of 1942; booklet and photograph from the 50th reunion of the Class of 

1942; song sheets for South River High School cheers and songs. Donated by Karen Scott. 

 

 Photograph, interior of Leisure Shoe Company factory, July 1952, with text from news service and copy 

of a related article by Mayor John F. Fitzpatrick, 

"South River Beats Power  Blackout" (American City, 

October 1952); photograph, Olive and George Brasno 

dancing, 1953, with text from news service; The Rari-

tan River: Our Landscape, Our Legacy, by Judy Auer 

Shaw, Rutgers University Press, c2015.  Donated by 

Stephanie and Ed Bartz. 

 

 Still with coiled copper tubing; bottles from South 

River Bottling Company, John Fee, and Alexander 

Schak; receipt book from Luna Bottling Company, 22 

Southside Ave.; stock certificate from Polish National 

Home of South River, 1928, and letter related to PNH 

shares. Donated by the children of Henry Hetman. 
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Pages featuring articles on SRHS boxing with photos of 

Al Mondrich, Don Warden, and Al Sitze (1936). From 

the scrapbook donated by Mrs. Richard Perosa. 

The still donated by the children of Henry Hetman 

on display at the museum along with  stoneware jugs 

from John Fee Jr. and S.Gazsi. 



 

 

Special Acknowledgements 

A Belarusian Mystery 
 

Can you help? Sergey Viazhevich, a researcher from the Republic of Bel-

arus is trying to learn more about a branch of his family that emigrated to 

the United States around 1910. Contact with them was lost after the mid-

1950s. 

 

Mark Vasilyevich Boshko was in his early twenties when he left the vil-

lage of Kopachi, in the Molodechno district of Belarus. He served in the 

U.S. Army during World War I and is known to have had a son named 

Anton who was born in the United States. 

 

From the little information we've located, we know that Mark Boshko was 

commonly known as Wasili and that his surname was often spelled 

Bosko. The 1940 census shows him living with his sister and brother-in-

law, Anna and Casimir Maletz, on Jeffrie Avenue in South River. He died 

on March 16, 1946. 

 

Other family members who emigrated include Philip Shark, who also 

lived on Jeffrie Avenue at one time; Daria Boshko; and Thekla Boshko. 

Wasili's son, Anton Boshko, is known to have lived on Hillside Avenue at 

one time. Anastasia Treese, another family member, was the last person in 

contact. She was, at that time, living on Dunham Street in Trenton. 

 

If you can provide any information about the South River branch of the family please let us know. Contact 

us by email at southriverhistory@gmail.com or leave a message at the museum (732-613-3078). 
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IN MEMORY OF: 
 

      Great Grandparents buried in the Old School Baptist Church Cemetery, 

          Jonathan Booraem & Betsy (Elizabeth) Willett Booraem 

               by  Woodis & Warren Booraem 

      JoAnn Czapkowski by Frank Czapkowski 

      Frank Shamy Sr. by Dorothy & Frank Shamy 

      Charles A. Sicknick by Gladys & Charles Sicknick 

      Rev. Emil Varga & Emma Tarcaly Varga by Emily & Thomas Comella 

      Christine Zukowski Widuta by Dorothy Clark 

 

 CONTRIBUTORS: 
    

    Brian Armstrong 

    Peg & Donald Calnan 

    Rosemary Erickson 

    Louise Fitzpatrick 

    Douglas E. Heine 

Wasili Boshko in uniform. The 

second man is not identified. Photo 

courtesy of  Sergey Viazhevich. 

Calendar Sale 
 

Don’t miss the opportunity to review South River’s past at a great price!  

 

Historical calendars published by the South River Historical & Preser-

vation Society from 1993 to 2009 are now on sale, 10 for $10.00. The 

2015 calendar is also available for $8.00 and calendars from 2010 to 

2014 for $6.00 All calendars will be available for purchase during mu-

seum hours and meetings. See the calendar included on the newsletter 

insert for dates. 

 

Email southriverhistory@gmail.com for additional information or visit www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/

history/calendar.html for a complete list of calendar photos. 
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Graduating students can become a part of South River history… 

Scholarships available! 
 

Do you know any graduating high school seniors who live in South River  and who are planning to continue 

their educations? It’s not too early to encourage them to submit entries for the 2015 Richard K. Meyers South 

River History High School Essay Contest.  
 

Any student who submits a qualifying 

essay by April 15, 2015 is eligible to win 

one of three awards.  

First place: $500 

Second place: $350 

Third place: $150 
 

Each essay must be a minimum of 1,000 words and describe some-

thing that took place in South River in the student’s lifetime. The 

event need only be of significance to the student; it need not have 

been a major event in South River’s history. 
 

All essays will be added to the permanent collections at the South 

River Museum – Old School Baptist Church. Complete details are 

available on our website: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/scholarship.html 

Please renew your 

membership for 2015! 
 

Check the mailing label to find out 

when your current membership expires. 

If you’re receiving your newsletter in 

electronic format, email us at 

southriverhistory@gmail.com  and 

we’ll check our records. 

 

You can renew or request a new mem-

bership for yourself or a friend using 

the form supplied in this newsletter, or 

you can print a form from the website.  

 

We appreciate your continued support. 

Dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Thank you! 



 

 

2015 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 

Please check one: New  Renewal  Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

 Include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

Check here & include your email above if you would like your newsletter via email. 

  

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 

  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00 

(please enter number in family) ___ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

I would like to donate an additional amount of $_________  (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter) 

The gift is:   in honor of    in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 

Total amount enclosed: $______________  ⁪  Cash  ⁪  Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership                   [All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.] 

                                                                        P.O. Box 446                                                   

                                                                        South River, NJ 08882 

⁪  My company has a matching gift program. 

       Company name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Company address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 

please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

                  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City, State, ZIP Code: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 Phone (Optional): _____________________ Email (Optional): ___________________________________ 

 Amount of donation: ________________ 

Please make checks payable to the     

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.                   SRH&PS, Inc.  

         P.O. Box 446  

 Send your donation form and payment to:           South River, NJ 08882     

                              

(If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.) 

 

2015 Meetings:  February 25  April 22  June 24  September 30  November 18 
  

February 25 Program: Jersey Shore Food History: Victorian Feasts to Boardwalk Treats - Karen Schnitz-

pahn, author of multiple books on aspects of New Jersey history, will speak about her most recent book and 

share memories of time spent in South River with her grandparents, Dr. and Mrs. Melvin M. Hunt. Light      

refreshments will be served.  
 

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main 

Street, South River.  
 

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month 

(second Sunday if the first is a holiday):     March 1   April 12   May 3   June 7   July 12 

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar 

Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form 


