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HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION
NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

The passing of Helen Clayton Armstrong in February reminded me of the many times
I spoke to her about her father, Nathan W. Clayton, the owner of Clayton Lumber and
a former President and Board Member of the First National Bank of South River. The
company was originally founded in 1894 as the Clayton and Pierson Lumber Com-
pany by N.W. Clayton and Elbert C. Pierson. Pierson’s great legacy to South River is
the street named for him, Pierson Street, and the house he built at the corner of Pierson
and Main Streets (232 Main Street) that still survives today. Clayton became the sole
owner of the business in 1918 after years of being the primary partner.

What makes Clayton Lumber so interesting is that, like other industries in South River
during the Golden Age of South River manufacturing, the company provided housing
for some of their workers, jobs for residents of South River and adjoining towns, and material for local busi-
nesses and houses. As Bank President and Board Member, Clayton provided loan money to residents and
business owners to stimulate business growth and home ownership. Much of this loan money was invested in
the bank by local business owners. Everything was local. Business owners lived in the borough, shopped in
the borough, invested their money in local banks, educated their children in the schools, and when they died
they were buried in South River and other New Jersey cemeteries (Clayton in Jamesburg and Pierson in Cran-
bury). In today’s global world it is hard to believe there was a time when the only thing that wasn’t local about
Clayton lumber was the wood itself, which came from the state of Washington.

Jessie Selover stated in his History of South River that four-fifths of the buildings and houses built in South
River from 1894 until the 1950s were built with Clayton lumber. So as you walk down the streets of South
River and see a house or business built during this era, remember that it was probably built with Clayton lum-
ber by local workers and with money from the local bank. These buildings showcase some of the last visible
remnants of the numerous products that were manufactured in the borough in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries. Clayton’s house at 98 Main Street, which was built around 1900, survives today as the office of Dr.
Hans R. Gandhi.

Please Spread the Word!

Richard K. Meyers O}lr second annual Richard K Meyers Squth ijer History High School Essay Contest
South River History is under way. The contest is for graduating high school seniors who are planning to

High School continue their education. The deadline for submissions is April 15, 2014. Two scholar-
Essay Contest

2014

ships of $500 each are available. Complete details are available online at:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/scholarship.html

For additional information, please contact the Society by email at:
southriverhistory@gmail.com.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation
News willingly corrects its factual errors. If
you believe we have made a mistake, please
let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Submissions for the June
2014 issue must be received by May 15.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive
your newsletter via email by sending a
message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

Inc. extends its sincere sympathies to the family and

friends of Norman Harder who was a loyal member

of the Society.

Donations In Memory of:

Special Acknowledgements

Reverend Emil Varga & Emma Tarcaly Varga
by Chaplain Emily Comella

Jo Ann Czapkowski by Frank Czapkowski

All dues and donations are
tax deductible.

Thank you.

Membership Renewal Reminder

There's still time to renew your membership for 2014!

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find out
when your current membership expires. If you don't
see 2014 (or later), please consider paying your dues
now. You can use the membership form supplied in
this newsletter or print one from the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support.




Riding the Rails

The February program was like taking a train ride from South Amboy to New Brunswick and seeing all of the
stops and turn offs along the way. Railroad historian Al Baumann provided a slideshow of photographs taken
while he was employed with the Raritan River Rail Road. Views of engines, cars, and cabooses were shown at
various stages, from getting serviced in the shops to running on the line. Having been personally involved in
some of the restoration, Mr. Baumann provided details about the cars as well as the in-house refurbishment
that was done.

Photographs taken while
on-board during a trip from
South Amboy to the New
Brunswick area highlighted
many places of interest.
Train junctions and cross-
ings, factories, the bridge
from Sayreville to South
River, and the silk mill ad-
jacent to the tracks at
Whitehead Avenue and
Herman Street in South
River were all included.
Freight stations and of-
fices, most lost to time,
were also depicted. Tom
Reynolds, from the Raritan

RlV?r Rail Road Historical The South River Drawbridge of the Raritan River Rail Road located off Whitehead Avenue next
Society, rounded out the to the South River Boat Club., May 28, 1938.
presentation with a bit of From the Collection of Alfred J. Baumann

history regarding the still-
standing Milltown freight station and the efforts to move and preserve it.

M Following the slideshow,
. &y the audience was invited
, (M| to browse through Mr.
} g : | ) " ‘ ‘ | d Baumann’s extensive
| scrapbooks, which fea-

ture photographs of Rari-
tan River Rail Road
buildings, engines, cars,
and nearby sights. A
book, Rails up the Rari-
tan, written by local en-
thusiast, Fred Diebert,
 now deceased, was rec-
ommended as a readily
available source which
' "~ documents much of the

x . & RRRR and includes pho-
The Raritan River Rail Road passenger station at Whitehead Avenue, circa 1915. tos, some in South River.

From the Collection of Alfred J. Baumann




History on Our Doorstep:
Governor Christie's Town Hall Meeting — by William Goepfert

On Tuesday March 18", South River played host to Governor Christie’s 114th Town Hall Meeting held in the
gym at the St. Mary’s Coptic Community Center (formerly Corpus Christi School) located at 80 David Street.
The audience, which filled the gym to capacity, included government officials from not only South River, but
Sayreville and as far away as Newark, along with students from various schools in the area. The Governor’s
speech dealt primarily with the status of buyout money for victims of Hurricane Sandy and how, though the
process may seem slow to those waiting to receive their money, compared to other states such as New York,
the process is moving along rather fast.

Following the speech, the floor was opened to public questions. Before accepting questions, Governor Christie
outlined the rules for those who wished to participate. He included a caveat warning those in attendance that a
group had staged disruptions at his recent events, and if they made their presence known here, the rest of the
audience should simply wait for the police to remove them.

After answering three questions
and calling on a woman to answer
a fourth, six protesters wearing
shirts with various political mes-
sages written on them, stood up
and began loudly reading off a
prepared statement directed
against the Governor. After about
a minute, South River Police be-
gan escorting them out of the
auditorium to the applause of eve-
ryone else gathered. The rest of
the meeting went smoothly, save
for a heated argument between
the Governor and a woman who
questioned his Medicaid policies. The final question, from a young girl in the audience, related to where Gov-
ernor Christie sees New Jersey in ten years. The Governor responded that he honestly did not know, except
that the future of the state would be in the hands of future generations.

Governor Christie addresses the audience in South River, March 18, 2014.
Photo by William Goepfert

Excerpts from “South River News”
— New Brunswick Times, Monday Afternoon, April 13, 1914, page five

- At a meeting of the delegates of the German Alliance of South River, held at the Riverside Hotel on the
Causeway, it was decided to hold the annual celebration of German Day at Schack’s Park, Monday, August 3.
- William T. Armstrong has purchased a new set of bells to use in connection with his trap drum.

- “Fantomas,” in four reels, a great detective story, will be shown at the Star Theatre tonight. This is a contin-
ued story and is very exciting.

- Sewell Cathcart has resigned his position in the planning department at the Herrman-Aukum Company’s
handkerchief factory to accept a position as clerk in the Board of Public Works office in the borough hall.

- Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Selover motored to Metuchen Saturday afternoon, where they were the guests of Mr. and
Mrs. William J. Armstrong who recently moved to Metuchen.

- Peter Olchaskey, Red Dey, Carnegie Anderson and Joseph St. Peter were joy-riding yesterday in Pete's high-
powered Marion.

- The new steel ceiling and side walls in the borough hall have been completed and the hall presents a fine ap-

pcarance.



New Acquisitions, January—March 2014 SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

Map of Western Middlesex County and a portion of Somerset
County from Lex's Service Station, Cor. S-28 at Tanners Corner,
South River, NJ (w/photos and ads for area businesses), ¢c1946;
ticket, Grand Military Ball! Given in honor of the 28 NJ Volun-
teers Infantry Veteran Ass'n under the auspices of Frank Lloyd
Post, 79, at Citizen's Hall, South River, Thursday Ev'g, Sep. 26,
1895; book, Classic Diners of the Northeast, 1986, c1980. [pages
105-107 cover Bosko's Diner]. Donated
by Stephanie and Ed Bartz.

Collection of 10 Ram fan pins. Donated
by Joyce Kosa.

Brochure for Laffin Chevrolet-
Oldsmobile 1986, including the history
of the business back to the 1920s. Do-
nated by Rene Reuse.

Newspaper, "Time Capsule, Parade
Mark South River's 250 years," Subur-
ban Weekly, November 18, 1970. Do-
nated by Mary Ann Hoffman.

Wooden Ram fan pin
donated by Joyce Kosa.

Program from 1938 testimonial dinner for Alexander Wo-
jeiechowicz, with autographed photo; 1947 program from Bill

Denny's 20" anni-
: N

[ versary as a
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SRHS coach, with

autographed
photo and scores
from all 20 years;
1940s era news-
paper articles on
South River
sports; European
Theatre "Combat
Records" of Com-
pany "C" 324"
Infantry, 1944-
1945; South River
— Sayreville edi-
tion of the Spokesman, Nov. 27, 1963. Donated by Anne Marie
Cerankowski.
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Autographed photo of “Wojie” from the 1938 pro-
gram donated by Anne Marie Cerankowski.

Fordham University

Mack Bulldog magazine, volume 2, 2013, with feature article
about Joe Csatari. Donated by Alfred J. Baumann Jr.

Stubben English riding saddle from Kuberski / South River Sta-

2014 SRH&PS
Calendar - $8.00
Previous years also

available - $6.00 ]

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari - $25.00
Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %”, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building.

Commemorative 200" Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Mu-
seum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Post-
card — Set of 3
postcards, $1.00
Features an 1894
photo of the OSBC
(now the South
River Museum).

Commemorative Book Celebrating
South River's 275™ Anniversary,
1720-1995 - $10.00

Over 90 pages of text & photos.

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church - $10.00

Made from timber from the original
portico columns.

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5
cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00
Features an early photo of the OSBC.

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00
Blue with white lettering and a picture
of the Old School Baptist Church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00
Collectible pin com-
memorating the :
South River Museum |§
- Old School Baptist
Church [size- 7/8
inch]

Note: Prices do not include postage.
Please visit our website (see back
page) for additional items.

bles. Donated by Rosemarie Doyle McKenna.
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Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form

Name:
Address:

City, State, ZIP Code:
Phone (Optional):
Email (Optional):
Amount of donation:
Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and send them
with the form to: SRH&PS, Inc.

P.O. Box 446

South River, NJ 08882
(If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.)

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar

2014 Meetings: April 23 June 25 September 177 November 19

April 23" Program: Along the Raritan River: South Amboy to New Brunswick: Jason Slesinski, Borough
Historian of Sayreville and Vice-President of the Sayreville Historical Society, will use historical maps and
photographs to tell the story of the river's natural beauty and resources, historic floods, economic enterprise,
devastating pollution, and continued renewal and recovery.

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main
Street, South River. Refreshments will be served.

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month
(second Sunday if the first is a holiday): May 4 June1 July6 August3

2014 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: | New | Remewal | Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please check one:

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing:

Name(s): - Adult $10.00
Address: r Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: - Family/Couple $15.00
lease enter number in famil
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (pl_ Y —
Include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. - Business/Corporate  $25.00
r Check here & include your email above if you would like your newsletter via email. Lifetime - Individual $250.00
r I would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)
The gift is: - in honor of r in memory of:
Total amount enclosed: $ ] ™ Cash ] r Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership [All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.]
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882
[] r My company has a matching gift program.

Company name:

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




