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HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION
NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

As we celebrate our 25th anniversary as a historical society, I would like to thank the
original founders and those that have supported the idea of a historical society in the
borough for all these years. Their hard work and commitment to remembering and
celebrating the great history of this town has enhanced the knowledge of school chil-
dren, genealogists, scholars, new residents, and all interested lovers of history.

The borough has been a great partner with us for these 25 years. Recently a visitor
came through the front door and quickly remarked about the amazing museum that we
have developed in this venerable building. With the help of the borough, the building
has become a physical shrine to South River history which all residents and non-
residents can enjoy. We share images of many of our artifacts on our website and
Facebook page, but our museum provides an entirely different firsthand experience
with artifacts and history.

Although celebrating our 25th anniversary is a significant accomplishment for us as a historical society, we
would not be able to tell the story of the history of the borough without the wonderful artifacts that we have
included in our collection over the years, some purchased, but most from public donations. We appreciate
these gifts, each one of which gives us another piece of information about the town’s past.

Finally, I cannot help but feel that South River, with its amazing history, is a partner in this milestone. With-
out such a colorful and interesting past, our job would be difficult. Fortunately the history of South River never
ceases to amaze the curious person; its 293 years cover all aspects of the American historical experience.

How much do you know about the house you live in?

Now that winter is coming, it's a great time to start researching and
documenting the history of your home. Whether it was built in 1890 or |
1990, your house has a history that's worth knowing about. For
information on how to begin, visit:

http://www.oldhouseguy.com/researching-your-house.php

Please consider sharing a copy of your research with the museum so
that we can store it safely for future generations.

Help Wanted!

The South River Historical & Preservation Society is in need of a kiosk to display and protect artifacts in the
yard behind the museum. If you know of a Boy Scout who's looking for a project for his Eagle Scout award, or
someone who might like to volunteer for the project, please ask them to get in touch. We can be reached by
email at southriverhistory(@gmail.com.
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation
News willingly corrects its factual errors. If
you believe we have made a mistake, please
let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Submissions for the February is-
sue must be received by January 15.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive
your newsletter via email by sending a
message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.
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Louis Gambo, Spanish Teacher & Principal
by Mary Witt, MD

Dan & Evelyn Golden by Roger M. Golden

The South River Historical & Preservation Society
extends its sympathies to the family and friends of
Ann Smith. Ann Smith was a life member and
trustee of the society.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society
extends its sympathies to the family and friends of
June Sicknick Whetstone who was a loyal member.

Membership Renewal Reminder

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find
out when your current membership expires.
Please consider paying your membership dues for
2014 now.

You can use the membership form supplied in this
newsletter or print one from the website.
The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support.

All dues and donations are tax deductible.
Thank you.




2013 Members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Martin Adler

Maureen & Richard Alai

Traci & Jack Alai

Brian O. Armstrong

Ann & Anthony Aschettino

Karen & Tom Bara

Anothony Barritta

Georgia & Alfred Bauman

Katherine Bitow

Sandra & Virgil Blake

Caroline Boden Devlin

Karen Bradford

Christine Brasno

Louise Bruhn

Margaret & Donald Calnan

Lorraine Chevalier McDonald

Thomas Comella & Emily
Varga-Comella

Frank Czapkowski

Devin Jeter

JoAnn Devlin

Hank Dziemian

Eleanor R. Eppinger

Rosemary Erickson

George Feaster Family

Mary Forte

Christine Fowler

Joyce Funk

Jake Garboski

Marie Gardner

Myles R. Garrigan

Pat & Charles Gawarkiewicz

Paul Goepfert, Joann Smith-
Goepfert & William

Jennifer Golden

Melissa K. Golden

Roger M. Golden

Deborah Golden Katzman

Linda & John Grimm

Nicole Guardiano

Monica & Norman Harder, Jr.

& Family
Anita & William Hermstedt
Kathleen Hyland
Barbara Jensen & Family
Devin Jeter
Len Klekner
Marion Kutawski
Dianne Ann & Walter
Koziatek, Jr.
Bridget LaPlante
Elizabeth Litarowich
Alfred & Shirley Losiewicz
Gayle Martinez

Betty J. Matyas

Maureen McCallion

Ginger McCutcheon

Karyn & Paul Migut

Lydia Mrozek

Judy Olcsvay

Elaine O’Neill

*Peter O’Neill

Marley & John O'Neill, Jr.
Bernadette & Gregory Palaski
Karen & Tom Palumbo
Gary V. Petrie

Helen & *Edward Plank
Carol E. Presnal

Michael Psenechnuk

Amy & Zac Rafano

Rob & Julie Rafano & Family
JoAnn & Anthony Razzano
Matthew Rein

Kenneth R. Rice

Edna & Walter Rice
Dorothy Rice-Oliver

Irene “Debby” Richter
Wendy D. Richter

Dolores & Edwin Roginski
Jeanmarie & Larry Ruch
Ryan Ruzicki

Rutgers University Libraries
Frances & Brian Sanchez
Janet L. Satterthwaite
Karen & Richard Satterthwaite
Doris & Walter Schaed

Iris Schmitt

Kathleen & Albert Seaman
Gladys & Charles Sicknick
*June Sicknick Whetstone
Judith G. Smith

Layne Smith

Gloria & Kenneth Smutko
Dorothy “Dottie” Sowchuk
Alexis & John Stashkevetch
Jill, Steven & Hayden Sullivan
Barbara Szarka Lindsay
Sara Teator

Harriet Thomas

Till Family

Mary & Edward Timko
Cynthia & Eugene Urbanik
Eliane & Emiel Verloove
Rebecca Walsh

Raja Waran

Barbara Westergaard

Nan Whitehead

Janice Whitehead Chase

Diane Whitehead Himmelberger
Cynthia A. Wilk

Ed Witt

Anna Wolan Cygan
Walter B. Woronowicz
Sandra Zajac

Dorothy P. Zaleske

Lynn & Joseph Zawadsky
Peter M. Zawadsky

Jean Zimmerman

Mara & Edward Zukowski

Life Members

Paul Barsczewski
Stephanie Bartz

Louise Fitzpatrick

Eileen (Kozak) Koltowich
Candice Lewandoski
Kenneth Roginski
Norman Scheinberg

*Ann M. Smith

Mary Witt, MD

Honorary Trustees

Marilyn Anastasio
Helen Armstrong
Stephanie Bartz
Woodis M. Booraem
Warren K. Booraem
Doris Miller

Ann C. Rafano
Robert C. Rafano

Businesses

LaTavola Cucina
Rafano & Associates
Rafano & Wood PC
South River Boat Club

* Deceased




25 Years of Preserving History

It all started at Newark airport with the serendipitous discovery of a magazine piece about two 19" century oil
paintings depicting “The Willett Sisters of South River.” In August 1988, shortly after that catalytic event,
Ann C. Rafano and Florence Clayton initiated the formation of the South River Historical & Preservation So-
ciety. It was incorporated two months later, on October 3, 1988, with twelve South River residents as trustees:
Ann C. Rafano, Robert C. Rafano, Florence Clayton, Llewellyn Clayton, Woodis Booraem, Warren Booraem,
Doris Booraem, Elizabeth Chando, Kathryn Paprota, William Reichenbach, Audrey Scheidig, and Mary Weis.

The first major project of the group, not sur-
prisingly, was to raise the funds to acquire the
two paintings from the dealer in Maine. By
July 1989 they had come home to South River
and were being unveiled for public display.

Since that time, there have been many other
projects and many other participants.
Restoration, preservation, conservation, and
remembrance have been common themes in
activities ranging from getting the Old School
Baptist Church placed on the New Jersey and ‘
National Registers of Historic Places to
organizing events in celebration of the 275"
anniversary of South River and surveying and
photographing all of the stones in the oldest
sections of Washington Monumental Cemetery.

Florence Clayton and Ann Rafano unveiling the paintings that started
it all, July 25, 1989.

Partners in the work of the Society have included the New Jersey Historic Trust, the New Jersey Historical
Commission, the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission, Verizon, and private donors, all of
whom provided funding that made the work of the Society possible. Just as important have been contributions
from the Borough of South River, the students in the South River School District, and the Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts who have worked with the Society to preserve and record local history. And finally, perhaps the most
significant yet most easily overlooked partners have been the more than 350 individual donors who have saved
or rescued pieces of South River's history and passed them on to the Society for preservation. More than 9,100
items have been cataloged and added to the museum collections to date.

In the 25 years since its inception, the Society has presented more than 100 programs, produced over 70
newsletters, printed 24 historical calendars, and created in excess of 70 web pages. There have been 9 presi-
dents, 13 vice presidents, 9 treasurers, 7 secretaries, 67 trustees, uncounted numbers of committee chairs and
committee members, almost 500 Facebook friends, 13 honorary trustees, and many more individual, family,
student, life, and business members.

We would like to thank all of our volunteers, members, donors, project partners, and others who have
contributed to the success of the Society. We hope that you will join us, whether in person or in spirit, in
celebrating our Silver Jubilee. We look forward to many more years of preserving South River's past for future
generations.
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New Acquisitions, September 2013 — October 2013

e Photograph of St. Mary's graduating class (8 A,8B), 1966; photo-
graph of St. Mary's
graduating class
(8B) trip to Wash-
ington, 1966; photo-
graph of SRHS
graduating class trip
to Washington,
1970. Donated by
Paula Kolakowski
Dufty.

e Program, newspaper clippings, and other items from the 4™
Annual Arts, Sciences, and Crafts Fair, South River Jr. High
School, 1972. Donated by Doris Smith.

e One full-size male mannequin for use in museum displays.
Donated by Suzanne Buffalino.

o World War II era Coast Guard uniforms and photos of Paul M.
Zelanko, the ship he served on, and other officers and crew.
Donated by Mrs. Leslie A. Zelanko.

o Report of South River High School, 1915-1916; Alien Registra-
tion Card, Anton Fruh, 1917; SRHS diploma for Katherine A.M.
Fruh, 1918; Certificate of Naturalization, Anton Fruh, 1921; re-
ceipt from South River Brick Company (with envelope), 1922;
American Clay Products Co., Inc. employee contract, 1922; earn-
ings report for A. Fruh from Michelin Tire Company, 1923. Do-
nated by John and JoAnn French.

o DVD, newspaper articles, and other items related to Myles
Garrigan's time as a U.S. Congressional page. Donated by Myles
Garrigan.

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2014 SRH&PS
Calendar - $8.00

Previous years also
available - $6.00

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari - $25.00
Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %4, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building.

Commemorative 200™ Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Mu-
seum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Post-
card — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00
Features an 1894 7
photo of the OSBC e
(now the South it !.t;r “\@
8

River Museum).

5 S

Commemorative
Book Celebrating South River's
275™ Anniversary, 1720-1995 -
$10.00

Over 90 pages of text & photos.

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church - $10.00

Seeking Information

Did you know that the majority of the homes on Herman Street were
built in the late 1800s for the workers in the factory that’s located
there? The Society is interested in gathering information on the
factory and the homes. Photos, documentation, stories... we’re inter-
ested in whatever you have to share. Please contact us or stop by the
museum when we’re open. Contact information is printed on the
back page of this newsletter.

- -
R i Bl i

Made from timber from the original
portico columns.

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5
cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00
Features an early photo of the OSBC.

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00
Blue with white lettering and a picture
of the Old School Baptist Church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00
Collectible pin com-
memorating the South
River Museum - Old
School Baptist Church
[size- 7/8 inch]

Note: Prices do not include postage.
Please visit our website (see back
page) for additional items.
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The History of South River Banking

The September 25" meeting included a program presented by Brian Armstrong, President of the Society. The history of
South River banks and homeowner lending associations from the late
1890s to the present was the topic. The Penny Provident Bank, the First |
National Bank of South River, and the South River Trust Company were |
all covered in the presentation. The homeowner lending associations that :
were discussed included the “Old Reliable” Building and Loan / South
River Savings and Loan Association; Workers Building & Loan; Pulawski
Savings & Loan; and the Providers Building and Loan Association.

First National Bank, South River, N. J.

Mr. Armstrong used numerous photos, paintings and images, many on
loan from PNC Bank, to tell the stories of the people, buildings, and events
of significance to these financial institutions. He also provided profiles of
some of the key men and women who have led these successful institu- —

tions including Robert Fountain, Joe Mark, Jessie DeHart, L. Doris Price First National Bank, corner of Main and Reid
Fritsch, Ed Price, Mary G. Pekarski, Asher Bissett, and Benjamin S. Ko- Streets, circa 1908

nopacki.

The presentation illustrated South River’s reach in detailing how the various institutions added bank branches in other
Middlesex County towns and New Jersey locations as laws and regulations became less restrictive. Recent history, spe-
cifically relating to mergers and acquisitions, was also reviewed. Bigger institutions, like PNC Bank, Bank of America,
and Provident Bank have found homes in the borough in buildings that were once owned by local banks.




Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form

Name:
Address:

City, State, ZIP Code:
Phone (Optional):
Email (Optional):
Amount of donation:
Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and send them
with the form to: SRH&PS, Inc.

P.O. Box 446

South River, NJ 08882
(If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.)

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar

2013 Meetings: November 20 (Annual Meeting)

November 20: Celebration in honor of the 25th anniversary of the Society!

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main
Street, South River. Refreshments will be served.

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month
(second Sunday if the first is a holiday):

December 8 January 5 February 2 March 2

2014 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: [] New [] Renewal [IGift (from ) ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s):
L] Adult $10.00
Address:

) ] [] Student $5.00
City: State: ___ Zip Code: ] Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: (please enter number in family)

[] Business/Corporate $25.00
[] Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. . .
[] Lifetime - Individual $250.00

[] Check here and include your email above if you would like to receive your newsletter via email.
[] I would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

The gift is: [] in honor of [ ] in memory of:

Total amount enclosed: $ [1Cash [ Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership [All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.]
P.O. Box 446

South River, NJ 08882

] My company has a matching gift program.
Company name:

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




