
Recent newspaper notices and communications from FEMA reminded me of the events 

one hundred and thirty-six years ago when Garret I. Snedeker, Charles Whitehead, 

Jacob Levinson, and others in the community took the bold move to build South 

River’s silk mill with a hope that "if we build it they will come." South River was a 

community in crisis. They knew they had to solve the seasonal employment issues of 

both the agricultural and brick making businesses by building a factory on the banks of 

the South River to provide year round jobs in a manufacturing business. Although the 

first few years of the endeavor were challenging, it paid off when Herrmann, Aukam & 

Company moved their operations to South River in 1882 and ultimately acquired the 

building and its surroundings. 

 

Herrmann-Aukam soon found the need to expand the factory and provide some hous-

ing for their hundreds of workers. Twenty-five houses were built by the company be-

tween 1890 and 1896 to house company workers on Herman and other streets near the factory. These homes 

survived world wars, economic downturns, and modern renovations, but were unable to withstand the effects 

of Superstorm Sandy. 

 

My thoughts are with the homeowners who experienced the damage from Superstorm Sandy, and I realize the 

difficult decision they are making concerning their homes, but I will shed a tear for the loss of these relics of 

another age. Although many of them have been altered to the point where they lack much historical signifi-

cance, they are a reminder of a different time. We can only hope that these decisions provide South River with 

another opportunity to seize the day and make the community a better and safer place to live.  

 

Tradition, Pride, and Perfection – by Bridget LaPlante 
 

**Bridget LaPlante graduated from South River High School on June 21, 2013. What follows is her winning 

essay from the 2013 Richard K. Meyers South River History Essay Contest.** 

 

Tradition, pride and perfection.  These three simple words are the motto for the South River Rams football 

team.  Although this phrase is used for athletics, it is the way people who live here feel about the town.  Rams 

fans from years ago continue to show their school spirit by attending every football game.  Students who 

graduated twenty five years ago know the current players and yell advice like they are part of the coaching 

staff.  I will never forget that morning that I came face to face with true Ram pride. 

 

 “Mommy, Mommy,” I called to my mother.  I was four years old and I was watching magic roll down my 

street.  As I peeked around the trees lining Lexington Avenue, I could see a twenty foot Elmo approaching my 

bedroom window.  My mother and I peered out the window and tried to figure out what was going on.  I 

waved feverously hoping Elmo would see me and wave back. 

 

 “Let’s go!” My mom grabbed my hand and my baby brother.  We headed quickly downstairs to our street cor-

ner.   We were just in time to see the rest of my favorite Sesame Street characters head towards the football 

field.  As if seeing my hero Elmo wasn’t enough, there were teenagers throwing candy at me too!  It was            

better than Halloween.                                                                Continued on Page 3 
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SRH&PS 2013 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Correction from the June 2013 Newsletter 
 

Correction: The URL for Rutgers digital exhibit on trains was incomplete in the printed version of the June 

newsletter. The full URL is: 
 

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/exhibits/nj_railroads/ 
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Judith Smith and Matching Grant from  
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The South River Historical & Preservation Society  

extends its sympathies to the family and friends of  

Peter O’Neill. 
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 Membership Renewal Reminder  
 

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find 

out when your current membership expires.  

Please consider paying your membership dues for 

2014 now.  

 

You can use the membership form supplied in this 

newsletter or print one from the website.  

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support.  

 

All dues and donations are tax deductible.  

Thank you.  



New Acquisitions, June 2013 — August 2013 
 

 Digital copy of a photo of the Betty Dress Shop, owned by H. Ohlberg. Donated by Joan Greenwood. 

 Digital copy of 1946 wedding portrait of Martha Wisotsky Monush and Louis Monush, owner of the 

Monush Tavern (now the South River Pub). Donated by Barbara Rushworth. 

 Cigar box from the South River Tobacco & Candy Co.  Donated by Joyce Kosa. 

 Labors of a Modern Hercules: The Evolution of a Chemical Company, c1990. Donated by Cynthia Wilk. 

 Items from the SRHS Class of 1947: photographs of the 1943 SRHS football squad (freshman year), 1946 

SRHS football team (letterman’s picture), 1946 season SRHS football team (class of 1947 seniors), 

Thanksgiving Day 1946 game at Rutgers stadium, 1946 SRHS football team (class of 1947 senior year), 

SRHS commencement (June 12, 1947), Class of 1947 10th reunion, Class of 1947 50th reunion, and Class 

of 1947 60th reunion; “The way we were, Class of 1947 taken in 1946” (2 class photos with info on Class 

of 1947 as  Juniors); program, Annual Commencement, SRHS, June 12, 1947; “Our Senior Year, 1946-

1947”; booklets from the Class of 1947 40th and 45th reunions; 5 Rams tack pins; textbook, Natural Ad-

vanced Geography, c1898, 1901; My Weekly Reader, edition no.5, 

week of April 1-5, 1935. Donated by Alfred and Shirley Losiewicz. 

 Photographic prints of the 1920 South River Grammar School 8th 

grade class,  1923 SRHS Senior Football Team, 1924 SRHS Track 

Team, 1924 SRHS graduating class, 1941 South River Grammar 

School class, 1944 SRHS Football Team, 1945 SRHS Basketball 

Team, and the 1945 SRHS graduating class; personalized football 

charm given to members of the undefeated 1944 SRHS Football 

Team. Donated by Howard Newman. 

 South River High School Basketball Schedule (1926-1927, 1927-

1928, and 1928-1929); Baseball and Track Schedule, SRHS, Season 

of 1929, with newspaper clipping “South River Team Opposes As-

bury Park” about the upcoming May 22, 1929 track meet; SRHS Songs, courtesy of H.S. Girls’ Glee Club, 

including the Basketball Schedule for the 1939 Season. Donated by Dr. Michael Schemick. 

 Explosion at Morgan: The World War I Middlesex Munitions Disaster, by Randall Gabrielan, 2012. Do-

nated by Robert C. Rafano. 

 Willett School PTA booklets and membership cards, 1992-93 & 1993-94; Campbell School PTA booklets, 

1993-94 and 1994-95 with membership cards for 1994-95. Donated by Teresa Ary. 

 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, Drew Pearson poster, memorabilia from South River’s 250th anni-

versary, and items from the U.S. Bicentennial. Donated by Mary Ann Hoffman. 

 21 digital photos taken during Governor Christie’s visit to South River on July 16, 2013. Donated by Wil-

liam Goepfert. 

 Bird’s eye view of South River, NJ postcard (showing the view from David Street & Johnson Place). Do-

nated by Lowell Joerg via the Bank of America. 

 

 

Tradition, Pride, and Perfection – continued from page 1 

            

It was a beautiful October morning.  The weather was absolutely perfect for the parade and the football game 

afterwards.  Even though my family was living in our home for almost three months we saw neighbors we 

never met before.  I was amazed by the number of people that lined the streets watching the parade go by.  It 

felt as if the whole world came out to see this one event.  I remember feeling so small compared to everyone 

around me.  My neighbors made a space for me to see as the floats and Homecoming court drove by.  The 

pride and spirit of South River High School was tangible.  The road was an ocean of maroon and gray.  The 

band played the high school’s Alma Mater and the whole crowd sang along.  My mother and I tried to clap our 

hands in time to the band since we did not know the words.  Even at four years old, I felt like I was a part of 

this town’s rich tradition.  I watched the Pop Warner football players and cheerleaders walk by.  They held 

their heads high as parents shouted their names and cheered them on.  Following close behind, I remember 

hearing, “Hey! Go Rams go” as the high school cheerleaders marched by.                     Continued on Page 4 
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8th grade, South River Grammar 

School, 1920  



Tradition, Pride, and Perfection – continued from page 3 

            

“Mommy, I’m going to do that some day,” I tugged on her jacket and pointed at the cheerleaders. 

 

“Maybe someday,” she responded with a faraway look in her eye.  I started to say something else but I was 

soon drowned out by the sound of fire engines blaring up the road.  My baby brother started to cry and I knew 

we would have to go inside soon.  I took one last look at the lights, the fire trucks and police cars and wonder 

if I would ever see this kind of magic outside my window again. 

 

From that day on, every October I looked forward to the Homecoming Parade.  Although it was only one day 

out of the year, that feeling of being a part of my town could never be replaced. 

 

As I got older, I gave the candy to my little brother and studied the way the Homecoming Queens styled their 

hair.  I noticed the cars they were driving and the dresses they wore.  Some years I pitied them because they 

looked so cold.  Bundled up with their maroon and gray afghans, they still looked like princesses. 

 

As a senior, I am proud to say I was truly a part of this special day throughout my four years in South River 

High School.  Each year, I gave up hours of sleep to crumple old news paper in order to create such master-

pieces as a thirteen layer cake (in honor of the class of 2013) and Mickey and Minnie Mouse.  I am particu-

larly proud of our award winning Buzz Lightyear float complete with little green aliens.  Each year, our class 

worked together to impress our neighbors, teachers and friends.  Parents, teachers, and guidance counselors 

came to the Knights of Columbus to support us with everything from chicken wire to tissue paper.  Each year 

we were surprised by what we were able to accomplish when we worked together. 

 

For three years, I was able to walk in the parade as a Rams cheerleader.  Marching in my Rams uniform, I re-

membered the day I implored my mother to become a cheerleader.  Even though the neighborhood has 

changed a bit, neighbors have moved in and some have passed on, the sun still shines brightly on the crisp Oc-

tober morning of Homecoming Day. 

 

This past year I was given the honor to be a can-

didate for Homecoming Queen.  The little girl 

who admired the Homecoming court year after 

year was now sitting atop a 1968 Mustang with 

her best friend’s dad driving.  He looked like a 

seventeen year old kid ready to hit the grid iron, 

if only he had a uniform. 

 

I looked out over the crowd as we drove up 

David Street.  Twelve years later, the same sea of 

maroon and gray filled the town.  I saw all my 

neighbors and their families standing along the 

street waving and taking pictures.  Twelve years 

later, the band continued to play the Alma Mater.  

I looked at my front yard and saw my mother 

singing along with my little brother and his 

friends.  I waved to the little girl who stood at the 

front of the crowd with the same sense of awe 

and wonder I had at my first parade.  Looking 

out, I saw how much my family, friends and 

neighbors changed over twelve years.  Yet, the tradition, pride and perfection that makes South River so 

unique continues to last year after year. 
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Bridget LaPlante and her escort, C.J. Ryan, being driven in the 

homecoming parade on October 14, 2012 by Joseph Zyskowski.  

Photo by Jeff Liedl. 



A Blast from the Past 
 

The June 26th SRH&PS program played to another full house at the 

South River Museum. Randall Gabrielan, executive director of the 

Monmouth County Historical Commission, discussed the October 4, 

1918 explosion at the T.A. Gillespie Shell Loading Plant in the Mor-

gan section of Sayreville and its effect on surrounding communities. 

Estimates of the number of people who were killed vary greatly; 

there is no complete record. Gabrielan explained that the blasts 

started in one building and lasted for three days because the fire trav-

elled from building to building. A 30 foot deep crater marked the site 

and it was only after World War II that the land was finally cleared to 

make way for new construction. 

 

The talk also encompassed other destruction that took place on the 

east coast during World War I and speculation as to why the Morgan 

explosion has been largely forgotten, while events such as the 1916 

Black Tom explosion in Jersey City have not. Several factors seem 

likely to have contributed to the collective amnesia. The Gillespie 

plant had only begun production in mid-1918, just a few short 

months before it was completely devastated by the accidental explo-

sion. About 5 weeks later the war ended and a return to normality 

was likely uppermost in the minds of most Americans. During such 

times, Gabrielan said, it’s the heroes who are remembered, not the 

munitions producers. 

 

Records indicate that South River did feel the effects of the blast. A 

1921 Senate Document detailing reparation costs approved by the 

Gillespie Explosion Claims Board includes payment for damage to 

property on the corner of Thomas and Main Streets, as well as on 

Jeffrie Street. 

 

2014 SRH&PS  
Calendar - $8.00 

Previous years also 

available - $6.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church print 

by Joseph Csatari - $25.00 

Numbered limited edition print 13” x 

15 ¾”, unframed, includes brief biog-

raphy of the artist and history of the 

Old School Baptist Church building.  
 

Commemorative 200th Anniversary 

Old School Baptist Church Medal-

lion Ornament  (South River Mu-

seum) - $10.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church Post-

card – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 

Features an 1894  

photo of the OSBC 

(now the South 

River Museum). 
 

Commemorative 

Book Celebrating  South River's 

275th Anniversary, 1720-1995 - 
$10.00 

Over 90 pages of text & photos. 
 

Wooden Plaque of the Old School 

Baptist Church - $10.00 

Made from timber from the original 

portico columns. 
 

Old School Baptist Church Note 

Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5 

cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 

Features an  early photo of the OSBC.  
 

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00 

Blue with white lettering and a picture 

of the Old School Baptist Church.  
 

Lapel Pin - $5.00 

Collectible pin com-

memorating the South 

River Museum - Old 

School Baptist Church 

[size- 7/8 inch] 

 

Note: Prices do not include postage. 

Please visit our website (see back   

page) for additional items. 

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
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South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Mailing address: See above 

Phone: 732-613-3078       

Email:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       

Website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/  

Visit our Museum: See Calendar (insert) 

 

Museum Mystery by William Goepfert 
 

The first week of July marked the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, considered by some to be the 

turning point of the Civil War, and the “high water mark of the Confederacy.” It also marks another 150 year 

anniversary, which quite literally, has been laid at the doorstep of our museum. 
 

On the front step of the museum, lies the inscription “B.B. July 2, 

1863”, which for all intents and purposes, dates to that time. No 

one knows exactly who or what this relates to, however one         

hypothesis is that it refers to Battery “B” of the 1st New Jersey 

Volunteer Light Artillery Battery, a unit which, on that date (July 

2nd), saw some of the heaviest action of all the artillery units that 

day. However this is just the best guess. The carving could also          

refer to a soldier whose initials were B.B. and who fought at     

Gettysburg, a soldier who served in that unit and wished to           

memorialize it, or simply somebody who carved their initials on 

the step. 
 

Even the date itself leads to some speculation, as it is not known 

when it was carved. Should anyone have  

information about the inscription, please do not hesitate to con-

tact the Society. 

 



2014 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 

Please check one:   New       Renewal      Gift (from_______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

 Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

  

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 

  Please check one: 

 

 Adult                              $10.00 

 Student                           $5.00 

  Family/Couple              $15.00 
(please enter number in family) ____  

 Business/Corporate   $25.00   

 Lifetime - Individual 250.00 

 Check here and include your email above if you would like to receive your newsletter via email. 

  I would like to donate an additional amount of $_________  (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter) 

The gift is:  in honor of  in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 

Total amount enclosed: $______________  Cash      Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership                   [All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.] 

                                                                       P.O. Box 446                                                   

                                                                       South River, NJ 08882 

 My company has a matching gift program. 

       Company name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Company address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 

please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

                  __________________________________________________________________ 

 City, State, ZIP Code: ________________________________________________________ 

 Phone (Optional): __________________________________________________________ 

 Email (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 

 Amount of donation: ________________ 

 Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and send them  

 with the form to:   SRH&PS, Inc.  

                                 P.O. Box 446  

                                 South River, NJ 08882  

 (If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.) 

2013 Meetings:   September 25  November 20 (Annual Meeting) 
 

September 25: South River banks and homeowner lending associations from the 1890s to the present, pre-

sented by Brian Armstrong, President of the South River Historical & Preservation Society.  
 

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main 

Street, South River.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month 

(second Sunday if the first is a holiday):    
     

    October 6   November 3   December 8 

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar 

Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form 


