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HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION
NEWS

President's Message by Brian Armstrong

If the destruction from Hurricane Sandy in downtown South River was not enough,
the devastating fire on Christmas that destroyed the Hotel Pershing added more
gloom. Although the Hotel Pershing had lost some of its luster over the last few years,
at one time it was the most modern hotel in downtown South River along with the
Grand Hotel. It was named for the hero of World War I, General John "Blackjack"
Pershing and was built in 1929 by 34 year old Alexander Lach (b 1896). Lach, an
immigrant from Poland (1915), built his hotel on the spot where another borough
landmark, the Hoffman House, had stood for more than 50 years before being
destroyed by fire in the 1920s. The newly built Hotel Pershing had 24 rooms and hot
water. Yearbooks and newspaper ads show its presence in the community into the
latter part of the 20th century. Throughout its lifetime the hotel was managed by Lach,
his wife Nellie, and other Lach family members. Lach died in 1946. The bar of the
hotel was gutted by fire in 1976. Nellie died in 1977.

Other South River hotels consumed by fire include the Willet House, Klauser's South River Hotel, the Steam-
boat (original American House Hotel), the original Riverside House (Causeway), Manahan's Middlesex Park
Hotel/Race Track Hotel, the Swan Hotel, Schak's Hall, and the Railroad Hotel. The Union Hotel experienced
at least two fires, but survives today at 18-22 Main Street.

The unnamed woman who died in the Pershing Hotel fire now has a connection to Charles Fletcher, who died
in Fred Hausserman’s Riverside House fire in 1903, and Paul Tschumpher, who perished in Allgair’s
Steamboat Hotel fire of 1896.

Announcing the first annual SRH&PS scholarship awards!
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To be eligible for the award, students must sub-
mit an essay describing something that took
place in South River in their lifetime. An event need only be of significance to the student; it d not have
been a major event in South River's history on the website or via email. If you’re a student or know a stu-
dent who qualifies, take a look and spread the word! Your history is our history!

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/scholarship.html
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To Our Readers:

The South River Historical & Preservation
News willingly corrects its factual errors. If
you believe we have made a mistake, please
let us know.

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are
welcomed. Submissions for the April issue
must be received by March 15.

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive
your newsletter via email by sending a
message to southriverhistory@gmail.com.

Slezak.

Mazuroski.

Gliese.

New Acquisitions, September 2012 — December 2012

e One quart milk bottle from the South River business of
Joseph Chmura. Donated by Mark and Cathy

e South River High School Student Council minutes, Dec.
1, 1961 to June 6, 1984 (includes related documents
such as Constitution and lists of annual activities);
scrapbook, South River High School Future
Homemakers of America (FHA). Donated by Darlene

e Graduation photo of the South River High School class of 1966, B&W, 24 3/8” x 8”; photograph from
the South River High School class of 1966 trip to - -
Washington D.C., B&W, 20” x 12”. Donated by James

e Silver tray given to the SRHS 1966 football team by the South River Elks; program from testimonial
dinner for John Fitzpatrick, September 15, 1969; program from the 25" reunion of the SRHS class of
1930, June 11, 1955. Donated by Tom Bara.

e Maroon and gray corduroy jacket from SRHS; program from the 20 year reunion of the SRHS class of
1966. Donated by Paula Goss Pepe.

Continued on page 3




New Acquisitions, continued from page 2

e Photograph from the 45th reunion of the SRHS class of 1947, October, 1992; The Tell-Tale, March,
1944. Donated by Charles Sicknick.
e Program from the Home Coming Celebration, Veterans of World War II,

June/July 1946. Donated by Marie Gardner. SOUTH KIVER HIZH SGHODL
e The Oriflamme,Volume Eight, 1935. Donated by Cynthia Colalillo.
o The Oriflamme, 1931, 1933, 1935, 1937, 1940-1941, 1943, 1945, 1948, UITERARY MASAZINE

1950, 1958-1962, 1964, and 1967; SRHS Commencement programs, 1964
and 1967; newspaper clipping from reunion of SRHS Class of 1931; SRHS
Certificate of Commendation, 1967. Donated by Kelli Lester.

e SRHS Class Night and commencement programs, 1976; SRHS Esoterica
newspaper, March, 1975; South River High School Literary Magazine, 1975
and 197?. Donated by Sherry Smith.

e Commemorative plates from St. Mary’s Church and CYO Building [no
date]. Donated by Gary Petrie.

o 8th grade Middlesex County School Certificate, 1928; Willett School Student Councilor Certificate,
1934; Panoramic photo, SRHS Class of 1939;

Class photo, Campbell School, 1943; photo- » SR
graph, SRHS Drama Society [no date]; photo- e i
graphs of unidentified men’s group and U.S. MAP o FAIRVIEW TEE

Navy portrait [no dates]. Donated by Sara-Ann SOUTH RIVER IH?RE;VBE EN

Goldman. TR e arana
e Scrapbook of materials from the South River NEW J'E!BE!

Women’s Club for the years 1975 to 1976. Do-
nated by Marley Zawadsky O’Neill.

e Program booklet from the Forty-Fourth An-
nual Awards Dinner, Bill Denny Central Jer-
sey Chapter, The National Football Founda-
tion, 2012. Donated by Tom Bara.

e October 1979 copy of July 1928 Map of Fair-
view Terrace, Belonging to South River Im-
provement Co. Donated by Leon R. “Hutch”
Witkowski.

Special Acknowledgements

CONTRIBUTORS: IN MEMORY OF:

Maureen & Richard Alai Joseph Aschettino by Ann & Anthony Aschettino
Traci & Jack Alai Mary Caroline Boden by Caroline Boden Devlin
JoAnn & Anthony Razzano JoAnn Czapkowski by Frank Czapkowski
Jeanmarie Ruch Chester M. Rojek by Alison & Paul Demyanovich
Alexis & John Stashkevetch Chester M. Rojek by Bruce & June Hoff

Chester M. Rojek by Joyce House

Chester M. Rojek by Eleanor & Carl Serafin

IN HONOR OF: Margaret Smutko by Gloria & Ken Smutko

Ella & Charles Szarka by Barbara Szarka Lindsay
William “Bill” Csatari by Walter & Dianne
Koziatek, Jr.




Maroons Finish Unbeaten — Stubborn Zebra Eleven Is 8th Straight
Victim

At the November 2012 meeting of the SRH&PS, a presentation on the 1950 South River High School football
season by John O’Neill, Jr., a member of the team, focused on the final game of the season, played on Thanks-
giving. He displayed a memento of that completed season which was
awarded to each letterman at a dinner meeting of the South River Lions
Club on December 5, 1950. The framed award included the team’s sched-
ule, with scores of each game, and the Roster of Lettermen for the 1950
Football Season. It was titled:

South River High School
1950 Football Team
Undefeated  Untied
MIDDLESEX COUNTY CHAMPIONS
Group Il Central Jersey Champions

John described the Thanksgiving game that was played at Rutgers Stadium
before 8,000 chilled fans of the New Brunswick Zebras and the South River
Maroons, as well as many more who were listening in on WCTC radio.

i |

SRHS fell behind early in the 1* quarter due to a safety in the end zone by NBHS player, Sam Bonura, who
blocked a punt by South River’s Dick Meade. South River was outplayed during the 1% quarter and a major
portion of the 2™ quarter, but with a touchdown scored late in the 2™ quarter, the 1 half ended in the score:
SR-6, NB-2.

The 2" half was dominated by South River. Quarterback Joe Mark and End Dick Reichenbach scored touch-
downs in the 3" and 4™ quarters. Additionally, three passes were intercepted by South River’s Center, Line-
backer John Cienciewicki, causing a stir among the South River fans.

The writer, John O Neill, Jr., born and raised in South River at 39 East Street and 33 Whitehead Avenue, is of
Ukrainian descent and attended Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church. He graduated from Willett
School in 1947 and SRHS in 1951. His name was legally changed from John Cienciewicki, Jr. to John O’Neill,
Jr.in April 1951.

The Old House Corner by Ken Roginski

Wouldn’t you like to know who built your house, the names of all the owners, where they worked, when they
planted that big tree in the backyard, and why in the world did they paint that chestnut woodwork white, etc.
etc? Well so would we!

Two years ago the SRHS offered a general membership meeting with a discussion on How to Document and
Research the History of your Home. The goal was and still is to encourage residents to collect and continu-
ously update information about their homes from constructing the home, to renovating a bathroom, to planting
atree. Whether the home was built in 1890 or 1990, the current owner is part of the history of the house and
their information will be valuable to the town and the owners’ descendants in future years.

For those of you who have completed this project, please contact us so we can safely store your information at
the museum. If you have not yet begun, go to www.OldHouseGuy.com/researching-your-house to learn how
to get started. Winter is a great time of the year to start, so don’t delay. Please feel free to contact me via the
website or at 732-462-4623 with any questions or assistance you may need.



http://www.OldHouseGuy.com/researching-your-house

Snapshots from Show-and-Tell 2012 SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2013 SRH&PS o
Calendar - $8.00 e
Previous years also @
available - $6.00 e
Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari - $25.00
Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %4, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building.

Commemorative 200™ Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Mu-
seum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Post-
card — Set of 3 postcards, $1.00

(¥ | Features an 1894 ]
&;‘1!!? A
'}

(now the South

photo of the OSBC
River Museum). Bt

Commemorative
Book Celebrating South River's
275™ Anniversary, 1720-1995 -
$10.00

Over 90 pages of text & photos.

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church - $10.00

l _’ ‘f" C - " o e Made from timber from the original
| . . . - | | portico columns.
1.  Martin Adler shows off his auction treasures. 0Old School Baptist Church Note
o ) ) Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5
2. An appreciative audience hears about Bill Hermstedt’s cards. $2.50: set of 10 cards. $4.00
antique marbles. Features an early photo of the OSBC.

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00
Blue with white lettering and a picture
of the Old School Baptist Church.

3. Marley O’Neill presents her scrapbook from the South
River Women’s Club.

4. Ken Roginski explains how historical catalogs can be an Lapel Pin - $5.00
essential tool for home restoration. Collectible pin com-
memorating the South
5. Gary Petrie gives a quiz on NJ rock-n-roll artists. River Museum - Old
School Baptist Church
6. Nan Whitehead displays one of her father’s golf trophies and [size- 7/8 inch]

bronze baby shoes from two generations.
Note: Prices do not include postage.
7. Michael Psenechnuk recounts football and wrestling Please visit our website (see back
memories and labels South River “the friendliest town.” page) for additional items.
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South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Mailing address: See above

Phone: 732-613-3078

Email: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/
Visit our Museum: See Calendar (insert)

Membership Renewal
Reminder

There's still time to renew your membership for
2013!

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find
out when your current membership expires. If you
don't see 2013 (or later), please consider paying

South River Historical & Preservation & Like | | Message % ~
Society

your dues now. You can use the membership e W

form supplied in this newsletter or print one from Mo e
the website.

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued lfb Like us on

support, Facebook

All dues and donations are tax deductible.
http://www.facebook.com/

Thank you. . .
southriverhistory




Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form

Name:
Address:

City, State, ZIP Code:
Phone (Optional):
Email (Optional):
Amount of donation:
Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and send them
with the form to: SRH&PS, Inc.

P.O. Box 446

South River, NJ 08882
(If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.)

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar

2013 Meetings: February 27 April 24 June 26 September 25 November 20

February 27: Stephen Conte, host and producer of cable television's Family Historian, will discuss techniques,
resources, and other aspects of genealogy research that have been featured on the program during the past 26
years. Mr. Conte has been a professional genealogist since 1980 and is a former trustee of the GSNJ.

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main
Street, South River.

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month
(second Sunday if the first is a holiday): February 3 March 3 April 7 May 5 June 2

2013 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: || New ] Renewal [ Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please check one:

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing:

Name(s): | Adult $10.00
Address: || Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: [] Family/Couple $15.00

(please enter number in family)

Phone: ( ) E-mail:
[] Business/Corporate  $25.00

|| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card.

|| Lifetime - Individual $250.00

|| Check here and include your email above if you would like to receive your newsletter via email.
|| I would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

The gift is: | in honor of [ in memory of:

Total amount enclosed: $ [ Jcash  [] Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership [All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.]
P.O. Box 446

South River, NJ 08882

[] My company has a matching gift program.
Company name:

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




