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President's Message by Brian Armstrong

A few weeks ago I attended a wedding reception for a woman who works with my
wife in Lakewood, New Jersey. During the cocktail hour I met a retired couple who
knew the bride and soon learned that they met in South River during the 1960s.
Their relationship was very interesting to me since she was a recent immigrant from
Ireland and he was a Russian who emigrated from South America when they met.

He lived on Whitehead Avenue in the area often referred to as “Russian Alley” and
she lived in the Irish neighborhood. Their wedding reception in the mid-1960s was
at Schack’s Hall (today the Ria Mar Restaurant) and he told me they had to hire extra
security because half the attendees were Irish and the other Russian. Apparently the
reception was quite lively and they had to replace the police officers several times
due to their participation in the festivities. I am not sure if the police officers were
Irish or Russian or some other nationality; the department had officers to represent
each major ethnic group in the borough during this era.

During the 1950s and 1960s many couples began to marry outside of their ethnic background. In some cases it
was very difficult for the families to accept what today is considered quite normal. I have a friend whose Ital-
ian father and Irish mother had a hard time from their families when they married in the 1950s even though
they were both Catholic. Today many people of different ethnicities, backgrounds, and religions marry and
build successful families. As testament to the union of this couple, they are still together after being married
for 45 years. As you read this article, an immigrant woman and man from different ethnic groups in South
River are falling in love and will eventually mix their ethnic heritages to build a new American life in the bor-
ough.

New Acquisitions, January-April 2011

South River, NJ
250th Anniversary

Reel of Super 8 film with handwritten label on can, South River 250"  »
Anniversary, 1970. Donated by Joseph Brzozowski.

o Badges, patches, buttons, delegate ribbons, and other items relating to the ]
South River Fire Department and former Chief Dennis V. Dukay; Oriflamme
1955 — 1958, related photos, and 1958 The Ram newsletter. Donated by Cami |
Dukay.

o Newspaper clippings and other paper items relating to various aspects of South River history. Donated by
Eugene and Cynthia Urbanik.

e Documentation for an automobile purchased at Armstrong Motors. Donated by Al Bowman.
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The Railroad Hotel of Jackson Avenue By Brian Armstrong

On Jackson Street, near the intersection with Raritan Avenue, the century old building at number 68 continues
to serve as a drinking establishment like it did during the Golden Age of the South River Industrial Era. Like
most bars during this era, it was patronized by a specific ethnic group, the Irish, who shared a cultural heritage
with the family that owned it. Over the years this ethnic connection was lost and replaced with connections to
other ethnic groups such as Eastern Europeans and Hispanics in order to provide a place for people of similar
backgrounds to drink and socialize.

The original owner, Thomas Daley (sometimes spelled Daly or Dailey in
newspapers and other sources), was born in New Jersey in 1851 or 1852.
His parents, Michael and Sarah Daley, were both born in Ireland. His fa-
ther was a day laborer living in South River in 1860 with his wife and
three children (Mary, 16; John, 11; and Thomas, 9). By 1870, Thomas
was living in the household of his 50 year old widowed mother who had
$2,000 worth of real estate and $200 in her personal estate. Thomas mar-
ried Mary Ann (whose maiden name may have been Goggin) in 1874, two
years after she came from Ireland. They had three children. A map from
the 1870s shows the Daley homestead at the corner of Washington Street
and Gordon Street where the South River Municipal Building is today.

Highlight from 1876 map.

Continued on Page 3




The Railroad Hotel of Jackson Avenue, continued from page 2

In the late 1880s or early 1890s, Thomas estab-
lished the Daley Hotel and later changed the name
to the Railroad Hotel after the railroad was built
down Jackson Street to transport the bricks from
the Willett and Yates Brothers brick yards to
barges for transport. The location of the first Rail-
road Hotel was most likely the square property at
the intersection of Jackson Street, Raritan Avenue,
and Willet Lane which today contains early 20th
century cottages. This is consistent with the 1908
description of the property as found in the South
River Directory (“Jackson Street near Gordon .
Street”). The tenants of this large hote} were most o i P Bt - o
likely connected to the two aforementioned brick Thomas Daley's Railroad Hotel as photographed by R. Van Dyke
yards. Van Dyke Reid photographed the hotel a Reid on June 7, 1898.

few months before Thomas Daley died on Decem-
ber 24, 1898.

Although Mrs. Daley had a son, Thomas E. Daley Jr., and two daughters, Mary Willet and Sarah Tice, her
nephew William Goggin became a fellow trustee after her husband’s death. William James Goggin was born
on November 27, 1876 in Ireland. Census documents and family oral history indicate that he immigrated to
the United States between 1889 and 1891 and was naturalized in 1896. Mary Daley may have been his
mother’s sister and was likely responsible for raising the twelve year old orphan and introducing him to the
hotel business. William Goggin is listed as a boarder in a house on Holmes Avenue, near the hotel, in 1900.
He is listed as working as a laborer for PyroGranite Brick Yard which indicates that he was not working full-
time in the hotel business at the time of his uncle’s death.

Mary Daley continued to run the hotel as the Railroad Hotel or Daley’s Hotel during the next ten years. Tho-
mas, Mary Daley’s son, was apparently not interested in running the hotel. He became a tire-maker, estab-
lished his own household after his marriage in 1907 or 1908, and died in 1911. The hotel burned in 1908 at a
loss of $6,000 and was rebuilt on the adjoining lot (68 Jackson Street).

William Goggin married Margaret Catherine Reilly in 1906 and appears to have taken over ownership of the
hotel in 1910 (although Mrs. Daley continued to own the building until her death). Goggin and his family
lived in the building and were joined by a son, William Goggin Jr., in 1913. William Goggin was active in the
Middlesex County Liquor Dealers' Association and represented the organization at their 30th annual conven-
tion in Atlantic City in 1914. He also socialized with other South River bar and tavern owners. He traveled to
Washington DC in 1913 with John Fee and other South River businessmen as guests of Congressman Scully
of South Amboy. In August 1914, Mayor Fee and William Goggin attended the races at Saratoga together. In
1916, he joined fellow hotel owners as pallbearers at the funeral of Stephen Howarth who had owned the
Swan Hotel (Old Bridge Turnpike) and the Columbia Hotel (55 Jackson Street).

William Goggin was also an early car enthusiast and was involved in an accident in April 1913. Shortly after
seven o'clock in the evening, a new National car driven by Russell S. Whitehead, with passengers John Fee Jr.
and William Goggin, was “running at a good speed and crashed into a bridge with the occupants being thrown
out on the River road near the Fields farm. No one was seriously hurt but the front axle of the car was broken.
The car was racing with another before it landed on the trolley track of the Public Service line of Bound
Brook. Motorman Fagen and trolley passengers helped lift the broken car off the tracks so that trolley traffic

Continued on Page 4

could be restarted.”




The Railroad Hotel of Jackson Avenue, continued from page 3

A second fire near the Railroad Hotel occurred in 1913 and was considered the biggest fire that the borough
-9 = -] had experienced since the great Main Street conflagration in the summer of 1908. The
$*? ; 5 -- - . |fire was started when a burning match was dropped on some hay at Patrick Allen’s barn.
ez il Mr. Allen suffered $10,000 of the $12,000 in losses due to the destruction of dwelling
BLAZE AT houses, barns, supplies, tons of hay, and equipment, including a stage used by the Grand
: Bixe Army of the Republic in their Decoration Day services. Allen’s residence on the corner
' EUUTH : HWEH of Jackson and Obert Streets caught fire several times but was extinguished before the
flames did any significant damage. Mrs. Daley’s ice house and barn burned, along with
Headline from the | one of the cottages she owned on the corner of Willet Lane and Obert Street. The cot-
New Brunswick Times, | tage, which was later rebuilt, was part of a group of cottages built by her late husband
June 6, 1913. for workers at the Yates and Willett Brickyards and for other families in town. Newspa-
per accounts recalled the fire that destroyed the first Railroad Hotel in 1908 and the de-
struction by fire of Mrs. Daley’s daughter’s, Mrs. Mary J. Willet, millinery store on the corner of Main and
Stephen streets.

Prohibition was introduced in the early twenties; it had a negative effect on Goggin and other South River ho-
tel/liquor businesses. William Goggin died onocooooooooooooooooooooooooooooococwo
in 1925 at the age of 50. In 1930, his - .
widow (aged 44) was living at 68 Jackson William Goggln
Street with their son, William Goggin Jr.
(17). She owned the building and property Q
valued at $10,000. Catherine (41) and KRUGER’S SPECIAL
Helen McNulty (38) were “roomers” who
worked as milliners in a local hat shop.
They paid a rent of $150 each per year.

During the seventeen years following his Q DO NSNS (O F
death, all of William Goggin’s South River | 1920 advertisement from the booklet published in celebration of the 200th
property was gradually sold off by his Anniversary of South River.

widow and son until the last sale in 1942.

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

68 JACKSON STREET SOUTH RIVER, N. .
Phone 226

pa ) — N — -]

This hotel/bar was not one of the first hotels to receive a new liquor license in 1933 when prohibition was
lifted; however, 68 Jackson Street was granted a license later and became active again as a bar. Over the years
the venerable bar has been know as such names as Emmy's Tavern (owner: Illona Domanski in 1963), Dirty
Nelly's, and Smitty's Cabaret (owner: Bob Smith). Today it is the El Tenampa Bar. (owner: Sergio and Ysais
Perez).

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, April-May 2011

CONTRIBUTORS:

Margaret & Donald Calnan
Maureen McCallion
JoAnn & Anthony Razzano
Barbara Westergaard

CONTRIBUTORS, CEMETERY CONSERVATION PROGRAM:

Mary Ann & Walter Boyler




April Meeting Notes

Ray Williams (photo on right) presented
the program about colonial paper money at
the April meeting. Along with a display of
actual colonial money, Mr. Williams in-
cluded interesting facts and fascinating sto-
ries about the currency

In early colonial times, goods were primar-
ily purchased and sold through the barter
system. As the colonies became more
populated, the need for and use of coins became more prominent.
Because of a lack of coinage in commerce, each colony printed its
own paper money, which was usually based on the English system of
pounds, pence, and shillings or the Spanish Milled Dollar. Since the
money was printed by each separate colony, the money could be
safely used in that colony. Each piece was issued with hand drawn
signatures, hand printed numbers, and other anti-counterfeiting de-
vices such as mica flakes in the paper, water marks, Franklin's nature
prints of leaves, and complex designs. The bills were backed by cop-
per, silver, or gold.

When cashing in paper money, one would receive the value of the
money in coins. The value of silver and gold coins was based on
weight. Sometimes change was made by cutting coins into pieces.
Spanish coinage was seen throughout our entire colonial era. The
term 2 bits, 4 bits, etc. were the terms used to describe the value of
the Spanish coins.

Continental currency was divided into 1/6, 1/3, 1/2, 2/3, and 1 dollar
denominations, with many more reaching up to the highest denomi-
nation of $80! One Spanish Milled Dollar was worth six (6) shil-
lings. Most paper money was rag paper. When it started to tear or
wear out, colonists would sew, pin, glue or back the bill to keep it in
circulation. It is interesting to note that printed on some colonial
money was the phrase: “To Counterfeit is Death.”

oy e
NE SHILLING:
"HIS BiLi of ONE

The note above was issued by New Jersey according to an act dated
March 25, 1776. It was printed by Isaac Collins in Burlington, NJ
and has three signatures. The center signature is that of John Hart,
Signer of the Declaration of Independence. The denomination is one
shilling and it clearly states, “ “Tis Death to counterfeit.”

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2011 SRH&PS
Calendar - $8.00
Previous years also
available - $6.00

Old School Bap-
tist Church print by Joseph Csa-
tari - $25.00

Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building.

Commemorative 200™ Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Mu-
seum) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Post-
card — Set of 3
postcards, $1.00
Features an 1894
photo of the OSBC
(now the South
River Museum).

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5
cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00
Features an early photo of the OSBC.

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00
Blue with white lettering and a picture
of the Old School Baptist Church.

Lapel Pin - $5.00
Collectible pin com-
memorating the South
River Museum - Old
School Baptist Church
[size- 7/8 inch]

Note: Prices do not include postage.
Please visit our website (see back
page) for additional items.

SRH&PS on Facebook!

Next time you log on to
www.facebook.com, please consider
taking a moment to ‘Like* our

SRH&PS page! ‘Liking* our page
will expand the number of people
who know about the Society!
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Write to us: See mailing address, above

Phone us: 732-613-3078

Email us: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Visit our Website: http://www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/
Visit our Museum: See Calendar (insert)

Lost at Sea on the Steamship Pacific

Stephen and Thomas Jeffries were aboard the U.S. mail steamship Pacific
when it left Liverpool on January 23, 1856. The ship disappeared and none of
the forty-five passengers or one hundred and forty-one officers and crew was
ever heard from again.

Stephen and Thomas are among the many people who are memorialized at
Washington Monumental Cemetery. Although they perished before the incor-
poration of the cemetery in December 1856, their names are featured promi-
nently on an obelisk in one of the oldest sections of the cemetery. Thomas was
the husband of Elizabeth Martin, Stephen their only son.

More than 2,400 photographs of the stones at Washington Monumental Cemetery have now been incorpo-
rated into the information collected and stored at the South River Museum. The names, dates, and other data
have been entered into a database which now also includes links to the photos.

Although only the six oldest sections of the cemetery have been surveyed, and only five photographed, the
project is ongoing. Additional photographs will be taken and additional stones surveyed as time and weather
permits. To consult the database, or for assistance in locating a stone, please visit the museum or contact the

Society.




Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form

Name:
Address:

City, State, ZIP Code:
Phone (Optional):
Email (Optional):
Amount of donation:
Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and send them
with the form to: SRH&PS, Inc.

P.O. Box 446

South River, NJ 08882
(If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.)

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar

2011 Meetings: June 22

September 21 November 16

All meetings convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly the Old School Baptist Church/War
Memorial Building), 64-66 Main Street, South River. Light refreshments will be served.

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month
(second Sunday if the first is a holiday):

July 10  August7 September 4 October 2

2011 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

[] Check here and include your email above if you would like to receive your newsletter via email.
B would like to donate an additional amount of $

The gift is: " | inhonorof [ in memory of:

Please check one: || New [ ] Renewal [ Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: Please check one:
Name(s): | Adult $10.00
Address: L] Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: [] Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: | Business/Corporate  $25.00
|| Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. ] Lifetime - Individual 250.00

(Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

Total amount enclosed: $ D Cash

Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

[ My company has a matching gift program.
Company name:

|| Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

[All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.]

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




