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President's Message by Dick Meyers

Time flies. While it feels like only yesterday that the SRH&PS Nominating Committee entrusted to me the
organization’s leadership, it was actually November, 2005, and the moment has arrived for me to step aside.

There is much that I’ll deeply miss: the pleasures born of interacting with our Executive Board and general
membership and with the outside sources we called upon to help us fulfill our mission; the excitement of help-
ing to initiate and participate in the numerous projects that served both the organization and the Borough; the
satisfaction that comes from seeing those projects through to their completion.

At the same time, though, I look forward to continued interaction from a different vantage point; to the possi-
bility of playing other, as yet unknown roles within the organization; to the joy of seeing unfold the ways in
which our new President will build upon the past and forge what I’'m sure will be a productive, exciting future.

I can think of no better way to end my final President’s Message than I ended my first, fourteen issues ago. |
realize that it may seem passé, perhaps even corny, but it is what I wish for each of you in your heart, your
mind, and your life. Peace.

A Fresh Look At The OSBC Cemetery

Attendees at the September meeting were treated to a fascinating program about the
gravestones in the Old School Baptist Church cemetery, where the first interments
were made ca. 1800. Prior efforts at recording gravestone information in 1941 (the
Genealogical Society of New Jersey) and in 2003 (Earl Wenger) were limited to

; 2 . names and dates, but SRH&PS stalwart |8
Stephanie Bartz had a better idea: record
| everything!

" Stephanie recruited Marilyn Anastasio,
% Ann Rafano, and Dick Meyers to help in [Frm—m
| the project, and the team invested two | roject coor rdinator
full days and limitless ingenuity trying Stephanie Bartz shares

: . Lo, the team’s findings with
and after being cleaned and excavated. (r.) After the to decipher every inscription in the the audience.
newly uncovered information was recorded, the hole graveyard. The task was somewhat
was refilled with the original soil eased by recent conservation work done on eleven stones, thanks
to generous donations from Walter B. Woronowicz and the es-
tate of Edward W. Price (see November 2007 newsletter). While engravings on some of the untouched stones
were partially legible, the team employed cleaning and excavating “tricks of the trade” to identify a substantial
number of formerly unreadable inscriptions.

The gravestone of Libbie Rue in its original state (1.)

Continued on p. 4
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Anniversary o

This Wednesday night meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as

the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The

Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:
December 7 January4 February1




SRH&PS
2008 Executive Board

OFFICERS
Dick Meyers
President
Ann Rafano
Vice President
Marilyn Anastasio
Secretary
Brian Armstrong
Treasurer
Marilyn Anastasio
Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES
Katherine Bitow
JoAnn Devlin
Paul Goepfert
Kathleen Hyland
Art Londensky
Lee Meyers
Judy Olcsvay
Robert Rafano
Dolores Roginski
Elaine Sicknick
Robert Szegeti
Nan Whitehead

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Marilyn Anastasio
Harold Armstrong
Helen Armstrong

Stephanie Bartz
Warren Booraem
Woodis Booraem

Ann Rafano

COMMITTEES
Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz
Buildings & Grounds -
Ann and Bob Rafano
Calendar - Doris Miller
Fund Raising - Joann Smith-
Goepfert and Paul Goepfert
Grants - Brian Armstrong
Historic Buildings & Sites -
Ken Roginski
Hospitality - Elaine Sicknick
Membership - JoAnn Devlin
Newsletter - Dick Meyers
Program - Ann Rafano
Publicity - Iris Schmitt
Web Site - Stephanie Bartz

Our Man In Iraq
by Lee Meyers

Editor’s note: SRH&PS Trustee Lee Meyers is also a Staff Sergeant in the Army Reserve
and was recently called to duty in Iraq. If other members have relatives serving in the
conflict, please let us know. We want to acknowledge all who are serving our country.

This broadcast is being transmitted from
Ashraf, a hotbed of sin and intrigue in caus- |
tic Diyala province. We work with the Iraqi
army all the time. We teach them tactics,
weapons and vehicle upkeep, and how to
interact with their own people. They’re
learning they get more out of the local
populace with a kind word than with a butt
stroke to the head. Different countries, dif- |
ferent customs of course, but let's try our
way for a change. Some of them are very
motivated; many are very complacent.

Lee Meyers (kneeling), flanked
by Army colleagues,; behind him
The differences between Shias and Sunnis | are two Iraqi soldiers.

seem to be under control around here. They

can actually work together and not try to kill each other. Or, at least, when
they are out with us on an operation. And being in their army is a guaran-
tee of getting a paycheck. There is definitely not much work in this area,
so they are somewhat able to provide for their families. Their army facili-
ties are very spartan. Sometimes we let them in our chow hall, and they
take piles of food so large they could not possibly eat it all. They take it
because they can. But, for the most part, they are trying to do something

for their country.

That's it for now. Your humble reporter will now have breakfast.
Lee
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Corrections

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly corrects its fac-
tual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake, please let us know
(see p. 6 for contact information ).

The September newsletter contained two errors. On page 1, a photo cap-
tion incorrectly identified Edward and Kathryn (Roller) Whitehead, grand-
parents of Nan Whitehead. On page 2, the name of Associate Editor &
Contributor Candice DeVoe Lewandoski was misspelled. The South River
Historical & Preservation News regrets the mistakes.




2008 Members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

“The loftier the building, the deeper its foundation must be laid.” Thomas Kempis

Martin Adler

Alice G. Agnone

Anthony F. Agnone

Thomas Anastasio Family

Brian O. Armstrong

Anthony Aschettino Family

Thomas Bara Family

William J. Barge

Alberta Bargloski

Charles G. Benn

Steve Biehl Family

Katherine M. Bitow

Doris D. Booraem

Elizabeth A. Booraem

Mary Ann Boyler

Walter Boyler

Karen L. Bradford

Christine Brasno

Henrietta Brasno

Louise Bruhn

Wilbur L. Bryan

Donald G. Calnan Family

D. E. Canino

Terry Capanna

Corinne S. Cebula

Chalcraft Family

Lorraine Chevalier
McDonald

Joseph Csatari Family

Maggie Cseh

Frank Czapkowski

JoAnn Czapkowski*

JoAnn Devlin

Carol A. DeVoe

Nelson DeVoe

Regina T. DeVoe

Candice Lewandoski

Hank Dziemian

Eleanor R. Eppinger

Janet B. Fairweather

Christy Fic

Mary Z. Forte

Marie S. Gardner

Myles Garrigan

Charles W. Gawarkiewicz
Family

James W. Genecki

Paul F. Goepfert Family

Roger M. Golden
Rosalie Golden

Loretta M. Gostkowski
Bonita C. Grant

Gilbert Greenberg
Walterene Harris Ratcliffe
Douglas E. Heine
William Hermstedt Family
Neil Hoskins Family
Kathleen E. Hyland
Eileen Hyland-Rosen
Hilda Kadela

Carol Kadi

John Kjersgaard

Vivian J. Kitchell

Helen Konopacki
Thomas Larson Family
Stan Lewandoski

Arthur M. Londensky Family
Alfred E. Losiewicz
Shirley E. Losiewicz
Betty J. Matyas
Maureen McCallion
William J. Mcllvaine
Lee Meyers Family

Paul J. Migut Family
Doris F. Miller

Diane Mozzo

Walter J. Mrozek Family
Mary Nemeth

Lorraine F. Nisonoff
Ruth Nole

Jeremiah O’Grady Family
Judy A. Olcsvay

Peter O’Neill Family
John O’Neill, Jr.

Marley O’Neill
Christine Orlando

Lola Ostaszewski
Gregory Palaski Family
Sy P. Palo

Kathryn M. Paprota
Kenneth Parsons Family
Gary V. Petrie

Helen Piatt

Edward Pirher Family
Cidalia Pisco Family
Edward R. Plank Family

Carol E. Presnal
Brian Racek Family
Amy L. Rafano Family
Robert C. Rafano
Anthony Razzano
JoAnn Razzano
Edna Rice
Walter F. Rice
Irene “Debby” Richter
Wendy D. Richter
Edwin A. Roginski Family
Kenneth A. Roginski
Jeanmarie Ruch
John M. Rudy
Frances A. Rupp-Sanchez
Edna Rusay
Al Sargente Family
Janet L. Satterthwaite
Richard Satterthwaite Family
Walter Schmitt Family
Albert M. Seaman
Steven Senko Family
Carol Sherwin
Charles E. Sicknick Family
Elaine Sicknick
June Sicknick Whetstone
Judith G. Smith
Ken Smutko Family
Dottie Sowchuk
Meaghan Spezzi
John Stashkevetch Family
Jamie Swain
Barbara Szarka Lindsay
Robert Szegeti Family
Edward J. Timko Family
Patricia A. Tursi
Eugene Urbanik Family
Emiel Verloove Family
John E. Weck
Mae H. Weck
Barbara Westergaard
Evelyn S. Whitehead
Nan Whitehead
Janice Whitehead Chase
Diane Whitehead
Himmelberger
Kathryne Whitehead
Rothenberger
Continued on p. 4




“2008 Membership,” continued from p. 3

Anna Wolan Cygan Joseph P. Zawadsky Joseph Zimmerman Family

Walter B. Woronowicz Lynn Zawadsky Edward Zukowski Family

Dorothy P. Zaleski Chester A. Zdrodowski *Deceased

Life Members Honorary Trustees Business Members

Louise Fitzpatrick Marilyn Anastasio Laffin Chevrolet

Eileen (Kozak) Koltowich Stephanie Bartz South River Loyal Order of

Richard Kln.gdon Meyers Harold Armstrong Moose — LOdge 165

Ann M. Smith Helen Armstrong Union Baptist Church of
Woodis M. Booraem South River

Warren K. Booraem
Ann C. Rafano

Special Acknowledgements (9/08-10/08)

CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF:
J. Randolph Appleby III by Woodis & Warren Booraem
Henry Kolakowski by Woodis & Warren Booraem

CONTRIBUTORS, CEMETERY CONSERVATION PROGRAM:

Warren K. Booraem and Woodis M. Booraem in memory of Great Grandfather Jonathan
Booraem, Great Grandmother Elizabeth Booraem, Elizabeth Cottrell (Jonathan Booraem’s
second wife), William Booraem (Jonathan & Elizabeth Booraem’s son), Martha Willett,
Jemima Willett (Martha Willett’s daughter)

Myles R. Garrigan in memory of his Aunt Beatrice Stults

Maureen McCallion

South River American Legion Post 214

“A Fresh Look...,” continued from p. 1

The work allowed Stephanie to fill in missing dates and
names and, through creative use of Internet search engines,
to complete quotations used as epitaphs, many of which
came from Bible resources and from 18th and 19th century
hymnals. To complete the project, she incorporated this
information, along with photographs, into a binder, Old
School Baptist Church Cemetery: Survey and Transcrip-
tions of Gravestones.
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While the binder also includes a diagram of the cemetery, ‘ e

a name index to stone numbers, and a list of names from | While Marilyn Anastasio and Dick Meyers (above) were
1941 that were missing in 1993 and 2008, the centerpiece Bsmmg down on the job, " Ann Rajano and Stephanie

. . . . . artz (out of view) were busily recording names.

is obvious: 51 pages with photos and information on the 54

stones/stone pieces. (The discrepancy between the number of pages and the number of stones results from two
footstones being placed on the sheets of the headstones they match, and two broken pieces of Jemima Willett’s
headstone, found in different parts of the cemetery, placed on a single sheet.) The binder is now available to
patrons of the Museum.

The Society’s objective is to continue conservation efforts on the remaining stones, which can only be done

with the help of additional donations. n



New Acquisitions, 2008

(Materials relate to South River, NJ, unless otherwise noted)

).

2).

3).

4).

5).

6).
7).

1894 book page, photo and bio of Melbourne MacDowell [actor
from South River]; postcard, German Presbyterian Church, 1907
postmark; postcard, Main St., 1912 postmark; postcard, #435-
Gordon St., 1916 postmark; postcard, Ferry St., 1910 postmark;
postcard, Scenes Around South River. Donated by Stephanie &
Ed Bartz.

Booklet, House of Assembly, Session of 1917: contains informa-
tion on Assemblyman George S. Applegate of South River.
Donated by Ralph Meade.

Photocopy, photo of DeVoe homestead, corner of Main and
DeVoe Sts., 1900; print of scanned photograph of DeVoe home-
stead, corner of Main and DeVoe Sts., 1920s; photocopy, photo
of blacksmith shop of Nelson DeVoe, Sr., on DeVoe St., 1890s.
Donated by Myra Linde.

T-shirt, U.S. Olympic Torch Relay, Feb. 4, 1980, South River;
pad and pencil, advertising “Blue Coal” from Thomas &
Chadwick, Inc.; 5 photographs, late 1890s-early 1900s, showing
factories, the South River Fire Department, and Allgair's Hotel,
envelope from J.F. Milano & Son, 10 Reid St.; sheet music, pur-
chased at Chas. J. Mannino Accordion and Guitar School, 85
Main St. Donated by Eleanor Eppinger.

Photograph of “Andy” Sicknick in Andy’s Candy Shoppe, 66
Main St., ca. 1932-1942. Donated by June Sicknick Whetstone.
Wooden sign, "Dr. A.A. Pansey M.D." Donated by Walter Rice.
Twenty-one undated photographs, including an elementary

school class photo and a collection of photos from a parade.
Donated by David Zwolin.

8). SRHS Oriflamme yearbooks, 1939 and 1946. Donated by Dick

Meyers.

9). Football program, SRHS vs. NBHS, Hall of Fame Game,

Thanksgiving Day 1949; scrapbook, Bill Denny’s scrapbook of
newspaper clippings, photos, and other material related to SRHS
football, including statistics from 1919 through 1973 and newspa-
per clippings from 1927 to 1953; scrapbook, Bill Denny’s scrap-
book of newspaper clippings and other material related to SRHS
football from 1954 until the 1970s; collection of newspaper clip-
pings, programs, and other material relating to SRHS Football
— collected by Helen Silvester who attended all but 2 SRHS
games in the 40 years that preceded her death. Donated by Bill
Denny Chapter, National Football Foundation.

10). Ball-point pen, from Lincoln Chevron Service, Prospect &

Thomas Sts. [no date]; coin holder, Thrifty Tiger Dime Saver
from Central Jersey Savings and Loan Association, 75 Main St. —
includes $3.00 in dimes, most dating from mid to late 1960s
[coin holder came from the Estate of Irene Buga]. Donated by

To be continued...

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

Lapel Pin - $5.00
Collectible pin com-
memorating the South
River Museum - Old
School Baptist Church
[size- 7/8 inch].

2009 SRH&PS Calendar - $8.00
Previous years also available - $6.00

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari - $25.00
Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building.

Commemorative 200™ Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Mu-
seum) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Celebra-
tion of South River's 275™ Anni-
versary, 1720-1995 - $10.00

Over 90 pages of text & photos.

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church - $10.00

Made from timber from the original
portico columns.

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes

Features an early photo of the OSBC;
Set of 5 cards - $2.50

Set of 10 cards - $4.00

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00

Blue with white lettering and a
picture of the Old School Baptist
Church.

Holiday Ornament - $3.00

Limited edition 275th Anniversary,
1720-1995 (red and white ball with a
picture of the Old School Baptist
Church)

Note: Prices do not include postage.
Please visit our website (see back
page) for additional items.

Eliane Verloove.
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P.0. Box 446 SOUTH RIVER NI
South River, New Jersey 08882 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Phone us: 732-613-3078

Email us: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Visit our Website: http://www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/
Visit our Museum: See Calendar, p. 1

Write to us: See address, above

2009 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: | | New [ ] Renewal [ Gift (from ) ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing:
Name(s): ] Adult $10.00
Address: L] Student $5.00
City: State: Zip Code: [ Family/Couple $15.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: [] Business/Corporate  $25.00
[ ] Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. [ ] Lifetime - Individual $250.00
| T would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

The gift is: ] inhonor of [ in memory of:

Total amount enclosed: $ [] cash [ Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership [All dues and contributions are

P.O. Box 446 tax-deductible.]

South River, NJ 08882

] My company has a matching gift program.
Company name:

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.



http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Enjsrhps/

