
 

SOUTH RIVER                September, 2008 

HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION  
              NEWS

 

2008 Meetings 
September 24     November 19 

 These Wednesday night meetings convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as   

 the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River.  The  

 Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month: 

 October 5     November 2     December 7 

 

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY CALENDAR 

Number 46 

President's Message by Dick Meyers 
 

Typical of many organizational newsletters, ours uses the “President’s Message” to greet readers, and its title 

and placement make it an attention-grabber.  As President, I’ve had the privilege of penning twelve of these 

columns, allowing me to share with members ideas and insights, information drawn from the field of historic 

preservation, and even personal experiences.  As a bonus,  like a cherry atop a sundae, I get to add my by-line, 

and that’s the only one you’ll see in this- and most every other- issue. 
                         “President’s Message” cont’d. on p.3 
 

Our Footprint in South River:  A Work In Progress 
 

What a befitting title for the study Nan Whitehead is conducting…and   

 for her presentation to the SRH&P Society at the June Meeting!  Ms.   

 Whitehead took us on a journey through time where we met her great-  

 grandfather, Samuel Whitehead.  He settled in the South River (former- 

 ly “Washington”) area in the first quarter of the 18th century, and,   

 through his initiative, the peach industry flourished and remained a  

 lucrative business through the mid-19th century. 
 

 The Whitehead Brothers literally and figuratively helped the area grow.    

 Firesand from South River was the            

 basis of another thriving industry.   
 

 Nan Whitehead’s grandfather built 

the house at 124 Main Street and served on the Board of the First Na-

tional Bank, and her father, Charles, brought South River into the spot-

light as he, an avid golfer, won the NJ Amateur Golf Championship 

award several years. 
 

The multimedia presentation - computerized photos, family scrapbooks, 

posters, Life magazine ads – was well received by the audience. 
 

Ms. Whitehead shared her investigative technique…time-consuming?  

Yes.  Rewarding?  Definitely, especially as connections with long-lost 

relatives are enkindled, maintained, and shared. 
 

The Whiteheads truly left their “footprint” in South River: street names – Whitehead Avenue, Charles Street, 

Russell Street, Katherine Street, Ann Street, etc; Monumental Cemetery plots and markers; building blocks in 

architectural edifices from here to New York City and beyond; and enthusiastic descendants, such as Nan 

Whitehead, keeping the family legacy alive! 

Above: Nan Whitehead in a reflective mo-

ment during her presentation. 

Above: Nan‘s  grandparents, Edward and 

Kathryne (Roller) Whitehead. 



 

 SRH&PS  

2008 Executive Board 

 

OFFICERS 
Dick Meyers 

President 

Ann Rafano 

Vice President 

Marilyn Anastasio 

Secretary 

Brian Armstrong 

Treasurer 

Marilyn Anastasio 

Immediate Past President 
 

TRUSTEES 
Katherine Bitow 

JoAnn Devlin 

Paul Goepfert 

Kathleen Hyland 

Art Londensky 

Lee Meyers 

Judy Olcsvay 

Robert Rafano 

Dolores Roginski  

Elaine Sicknick 

Robert Szegeti 

Nan Whitehead 
 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Marilyn Anastasio 

Harold Armstrong 

Helen Armstrong 

Stephanie Bartz 

Warren Booraem 

Woodis Booraem 

Ann Rafano 
 

COMMITTEES 
Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz 

Buildings & Grounds -  

Ann and Bob Rafano 

Calendar - Doris Miller 

Fund Raising - Joann Smith-

Goepfert and Paul Goepfert 

Grants - Brian Armstrong 

Historic Buildings & Sites -  

Ken Roginski 

Hospitality - Elaine Sicknick 

Membership - JoAnn Devlin 

Newsletter - Dick Meyers 

Program - Ann Rafano 

Publicity - Iris Schmitt 

Web Site - Stephanie Bartz 

 

 Special Acknowledgements (6/08-8/08) 
 

  CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF:  

       Umberto Palo by Sy Palo 

       J. Randolph Appleby III by Steve and Jan Biehl 

 

 CEMETERY CONSERVATION PROGRAM: 

       Katherine Bitow 

       Frank J. Czapkowski 

       Hilda Kadela 

       Joanne, Michele, & Steve Senko 

       Mae H. Weck, in memory of her grandfather, James DeVoe Van  

          Zandt, a member of the Old School Baptist Church 
    
 

Now You See It, Now You Don’t 
 

The “it” in this case is a garage at the perimeter of the OSBC Cemetery 

that worked in conjunction with the cemetery’s fencing to prevent unau-

thorized access.  That, however,  was apparently of no importance to the 

building’s owner, for in early July, without notifying the SRH&PS, the 

garage was demolished.  

 

With the cemetery then accessible twenty-four hours per day to anyone 

who might care to enter, Mayor Eppinger was apprised of the situation, 

and by mid-July, new fencing was installed to once more make the 

grounds secure. 
 

Thanks to the Borough’s quick response, the cemetery appears to have had 

no unauthorized visitors and suffered no vandalism.  For that, the Society  

extends to the Mayor and his team this very public “Thank you!”  
  

    

  South River Historical & Preservation News 
Published five times yearly by the  

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 
 

  Editor: Dick Meyers     
  
  Associate Editors & Contributors: Marilyn Anastasio   Stephanie Bartz                                                                                                                

                                             Candice DeVoe Lewandoski   Ann Rafano 
 

  Mailings & Distribution: Paul, Joann, & William Goepfert   

The photos above show (left) the building whose rear wall provided  cemetery secu-

rity in lieu of a fence; (center) the demolished building, resulting in unrestricted 

cemetery access; (right) the new fence, once again securing the cemetery grounds.  
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SRH&PS Members Honored for Their Work  
 

At May’s General Meeting, Woodis Booraem received the Frazee Award 

for outstanding service to the South River Historical & Preservation Soci-

ety.  One of the Society’s original trustees, her contributions have taken 

many forms, and all have been appreciated.  In the photo to the right, 

Woodis, seated in the foreground, is shown accepting the award from Soci-

ety co-founder and current Vice-President, Ann Rafano.      

 Congratulations are also due the Calendar      

 Committee and its Chairperson, Doris    

 Miller: the 2008 SRH&PS Calendar  

 received the 2nd Place Award in the League of Historical Societies of New  

 Jersey Calendar Contest.  The photo at left shows Doris holding the Award,  

 presented during the League meeting at the Holcombe-Jimison Farm- 

 stead Museum in Lambertville, Hunterdon County.  Complementing the  

 award presentations were the business meeting, talks on the histories of the  

 Delaware and Raritan Canal and the Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead Museum,  

 a luncheon, and a tour of the Farmstead.  Doris was accompanied by Ann  

 Smith and Marilyn Anastasio. 

 

An E-mail Surprise 
 

The Society received a most interesting email in 

April, sent by Victor Morin of Biak Island, Indone-

sia.  While roaming the island’s forest, Victor had 

found what he called “a brass badge” engraved with 

the names  Henry and Helen Piskadlo and a South 

River address.  An attached photo (see below) 

showed his find to be a military “dogtag.”  

Going into research mode, the Newsletter staff found 

that Henry was born in South River in 1914 and, as a 

child, lived with his Polish immigrant parents on 

Anderson St.; the staff also determined that he did, 

indeed, serve in the Army during WW II, and, in 

1982, passed away in the Borough.  
      

While Victor offered the dogtag to the Society, dis-

cussions stalled due to complex postal issues.  The 

Society contacted Congressman Rush Holt, asking if 

he could intervene on our behalf.  At this point, the 

Society has completed the necessary forms sent by 

the Congressman’s office and is awaiting his reply.    

 

“President’s  Message,” cont’d. from p.1  
 

In newspapers, virtually every article and every col-

umn has a by-line, but in newsletters like ours, the  

by-line is rare.  The twelve issues preceding this one, 

for instance, contained forty-five articles but just  

four had by-lines.  Other than the “President’s Mes-

sage,” the by-line is used only when the text is not 

specifically SRH&PS-related, such as Miles Garri-

gan’s remembrance of “Lunch at the White House,” 

or when the article is self-focused, such as William 

Goepfert’s discussion of his CD database that re-

created the R. Van Dyke Reid Scrapbook of Marriages 

1847-1905. 
 

Who then, does the vast majority of the writing and 

editing for our newsletter?  The reader might assume 

that this is essentially a one-man operation, but that 

assumption would be wrong- and the blame would  

be mine.   
 

To give at least some credit where credit is due, this 

issue will begin the practice of listing the newslet-

ter’s staff (see p. 2).  My colleagues’ work is tireless, 

their contributions incalculable.  As Chair of the 

Newsletter Committee and as the organization’s 

President,  I apologize to the staff for keeping them 

under wraps, and I apologize to our readers for with-

holding from them the names of  those who help to 

make our newsletter the informative and enjoyable  

publication that it is.                               

         
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A Sunday to Remember 
 

Although SRH&PS policy calls for two docents to be present during the Museum’s “Open House” on the first 

Sunday of each month, on rare occasions, just a lone docent serves.  Thankfully, that wasn’t the case on June 1 

when docents Marilyn Anastasio and Stephanie Bartz greeted seventeen visitors, among the highest turnouts 

ever for a normal Sunday opening.    

 

Our docents report that most of the visitors attended in small groups, and while they were truly interested in 

what the Museum had to offer, they themselves were of interest, as well.   Please take a few minutes to scan 

the photos, and see if you don’t agree.  

 

Pointing at an item in the kitchen area, 

Gregory Carr seems to get son Oliver’s 

attention.  Daughter Olivia, though, seems 

far more interested in the camera. 

Students Tiffany Bootier (l.) and Amy    

Kopko take a brief break from paging 

through one of the Museum’s offerings. 

Museum-goers (l. to r.)  Bob McAteer, Thomas Kelly, Doris 

(Kelly) Toth, Peggy (McAteer) Holsworth, and Richard (Butch) 

Holsworth pose by the Frazee Urn poster for our photogra-

pher. 

Enjoying the Museum’s offerings are (front, l. to r.) Al Hamil-

ton, Richard West, (back, l. to r.) Benjamin Porawski,  and 

Ibrahim Shakor. 
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The Ghost of Washington Park  

 

What’s a father to do when his daughters won’t stay home at night?  

A South River man’s answer, as reported in the December 7, 1900 

edition of the New York Times, was to try frightening them into be-

coming homebodies. 
 

According to the Times, when Main Street resident George Hender-

son grew weary of his “pretty and popular” daughters stepping out 

after supper, he decided to make their home seem a safe haven by 

“haunting” the neighborhood.  Henderson began slipping into “sheets 

and other snowy vestures” and prowling his girls’ main gathering 

spot, the borough’s Washington  Park section, an area bounded by 

Main Street and Old Bridge Turnpike and including DeVoe, Al-

bourne, Beryl, Colfax, Darrow, and Wilcox, as well as part of Edge-

wood, Ferris, Garwood and George.   
 

The Times reported that the ghostly goings-on caught the attention of 

some young South River men, who, led by Ellis Van Hise, decided to 

lie in wait for the “spook.”  When the  unsuspecting  target walked 

into their ambush “late in the evening" on December 6,  the men 

wasted no time in grabbing the culprit.  They were surprised, though, 

to find under the sheets Henderson, whom the Times identified as “a 

well-known and generally respected citizen of South River.” 
 

On being confronted, Henderson admitted “haunting the park,” ex-

plaining that he’d done it out of love for his daughters and promising 

that his ghostly behaviors were over.  That was apparently enough to 

satisfy Van Hise and his colleagues, who released Henderson without 

further incident. 
 

(Editor’s Note: The romantics among us might wonder if Ellis Van 

Hise, the only young man mentioned by name, might have had a ro-

mantic interest in one of the three Henderson daughters named in the 

article, Jessie, Alice, and Esther.  A look at the 1910 Federal Census 

does little to satisfy our curiosity, for while his wife, Lillian, is not a 

Henderson girl, the couple did name one of their daughters Jessie.) 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
  

Each of the activities listed below will be made much richer by your  

presence.  Please mark your calendar. 

 

2009  SRH&PS Calendar- $8.00 

Previous years also available - $6.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church print 

by Joseph Csatari 

Numbered limited edition print 13” x 

15 ¾”, unframed, includes brief biog-

raphy of the artist and history of the 

Old School Baptist Church building - 

$25.00 
 

Commemorative 200th Anniversary 

Old School Baptist Church Medal-

lion Ornament (South River Mu-

seum) - $10.00 
 

Commemorative Book in Celebra-

tion of South River's 275th Anni-

versary, 1720-1995 

Over 90 pages of text & photos - 

$10.00 
 

Wooden Plaque of the Old School 

Baptist Church 

Made from timber from the original 

portico columns - $10.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church Note 

Cards with Envelopes 

Features an early photo of the OSBC; 

Set of 5 cards - $2.50 

Set of 10 cards - $4.00 
 

SRH&PS Hat 

Blue with white lettering and a 

picture of the Old School Baptist 

Church - $5.00 
 

Note: Prices do not include postage. 

Please visit our website (see back   

page) for additional items. 

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 

 September 18, Thursday – The final Cruise Night of 2008 will be from 5 to 9 p.m. on Main Street.  The mu-  

 seum will be open.  Please come and visit.  
 

 September 24, Wednesday – The General Membership Meeting will be at 7 p.m. at the museum.  The pro-  

 gram will be about the Old School Baptist Church cemetery, located behind the Museum.  Come and hear    

 about our continuing conservation efforts and the new information we’ve uncovered!  
 

 September 27, Saturday – The South River Heritage Day celebration will be from noon to 5 p.m. on Mont- 

 gomery Street, next to the South River High School.  If it rains, the event will be held indoors.  The Historical  

 Society will have a table and will be selling 2009 calendars.  Hope to see you there!  
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NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE   

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 82 

SOUTH RIVER, NJ 

08882 

P.O. Box 446 
South River, New Jersey 08882 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

Phone us: 732-613-3078       

Email us:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com                                       

Visit our Website:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/  

Visit our Museum: See Calendar, p. 1 

http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Enjsrhps/


The South River Historical & Preservation Society needs your 

help to preserve the Old School Baptist Church Cemetery! 

 

The Old School Baptist Church Cemetery, located behind the South River Museum, is in need of 

conservation. In the almost 200 years since the earliest known burial in 1813, the stones have seriously 

deteriorated. Many have disappeared completely, while others are in serious disrepair. 

 

Thanks to two generous donors, the Society was able to have conservation work done on 11 stones in 

the fall of 2007. Many more stones still need work. 

 

The gravestone of Amelia Ricketts, pictured at left, is one of the 

most obvious examples of the need for conservation. The stone 

was broken off and the largest piece of it now stands upside down.  

The stone is in memory of Amelia Ricketts, who died August 6, 

1854 at the age of 19 years, 7 months, and 16 days. The verse on 

the base of stone is only partially legible, but reads: 

 

Dearest Mother thou has left us 

And thy loss we deeply feel 

But ‘tis God that has bereft us 

He can all our sorrows heal 

 

Please help us in our efforts to preserve this and other valuable pieces of South River history. If you 

would like to contribute to the conservation effort for this stone, or for other stones in the cemetery, 

please complete the form below and mail it with your check payable to the South River Historical & 

Preservation Society, Inc.  All donations are tax deductible.  

 

 
Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 

Donation Form 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP Code: ________________________________________________________ 

Phone (Optional): __________________________________________________________ 

Email (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 

Amount of donation: ________________  

 

Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and 

send them with the form to: SRH&PS, Inc.        (If you would like to make a 

P.O. Box 446          memorial donation, please  

South River, NJ 08882         add the information to the 

 back of the form.) 
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