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President's Message by Dick Meyers

My tenure as President of the SRH&PS has truly been a learning experience. Exploring our town’s history;
acquiring, preserving, cataloging, and storing its artifacts; interacting with its residents and political leaders: all
have provided lessons beyond my expectations. What stands out, though, is a lesson so obvious as to be easily
overlooked, and that is the value of teamwork. Without it, the Society would simply cease to exist.

While the workings of the Executive Board provide perhaps the most obvious example of teamwork, opportu-
nities abound for all members of the Society to help us further our goals. Many have accepted the challenge
and have, through their physical presence and effort, helped the SRH&PS to become the vibrant organization
that it is. For having gone above and beyond their obligations as Officers, Trustees, Committee Chairs, and
Members during the past year (April 2007-March 2008), I’d like to recognize the following:

Serving as Museum Docents: Marilyn Anastasio, Stephanie Bartz, Kathy Bitow, the Goepfert family (Joann, Paul, & William),
JoAnn Devlin, Kathleen Hyland, The Meyers family (Lee & Maureen), Elaine O’Neill, Ann Rafano, Karen Satterthwaite, Iris
Schmitt, Elaine Sicknick

Participating during Museum Worknites: Marilyn Anastasio, Stephanie Bartz, Lee Meyers, Elaine O' Neill

Staffing the Museum for Cruise Nights: Marilyn Anastasio, Doris Miller, Elaine Sicknick

Staffing the Museum for the Trolley Trek: Kathleen Hyland, Ann Rafano, Iris Schmitt

Staffing the Museum for Government Day (Student Tours): Pat Gawarkiewicz, Doris Miller, Ann Rafano, Elaine Sicknick
Staffing the SRH&PS Booth for Heritage Day: Marilyn Anastasio, Doris Miller, Ann Rafano

Representing the SRH&PS in the Memorial Day Parade: Marilyn Anastasio, Kathy Bitow, Lee Meyers, Doris Miller

For their contributions to the Society and for the privilege of working with them, I can only say, “Thank you.”

General Membership Meeting: A Meeting of the Minds

Among those in attendance at February’s meeting were Council members John Trzeciak, John
Krenzel and Michael Trenga, and after the latter two addressed the membership, it seemed clear
that Mayor Raymond Eppinger’s administration and the SRH&PS will be working in unison to ~ §
serve the citizens of South River. Councilman Krenzel (top photo) highlighted ideas for revising |
the Borough’s master plan with an eye towards redevelopment, including changes in zoning laws | &
and gathering detailed information about historic homes (50 years or older). Councilman Trenga P
(lower photo) noted that the administration would be looking for citizens’ input regarding eco-
nomic development, specifically in the downtown area of Main Street as far as Gordon Street.
Also due for consideration, he said, is the blighted area near the Veterans Memorial Bridge.

Following the Councilmen’s remarks, refreshments were served, and attendees were offered
tours of the second floor archives and cataloging area.

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY CALENDAR

April 23 June 25 September 24 November 19
These Wednesday night meetings will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as
the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The
Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:
May4 Junel July6 August3 September 7 October 5
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Call the Music What It Is: Rhythm ‘n’ Blues
By Dick Meyers

When current culture turns its atten-
tion to “the good old days,” don’t
count on getting an accurate represen-
tation. Take, for example, a PBS sta-
ple since 1998, the “doo-wop” con-
certs. They feature vocal groups of
the mid to late 1950s, and a recent
broadcast showcased the Penguins
singing their signature ballad, “Earth
Angel.” 1 was just entering my teen
years when songs like that got my
juices flowing, but I didn’t know them
as “doo-wops,” a relatively recent re-
naming: back then, they were R&B-
rhythm and blues.

My friends and I listened to the group
harmonies of the genre wherever and
whenever we could. We played the

WNIJR, which already had a stable of
solid DJs including Pat The Cat
Conell in his Switchin’ Kitchen. An-
other favorite station was New York
City’s WADO, whose headliner was
Jocko (“your ace from outer space”)
Henderson. Jocko’s “Rocketship”
blasted off each evening with his pre-
rap rhyme, “E to the ock; this is the
Jock, and I’'m back on the scene a-
with my record machine, saying ou-
puppa-du, and how do you do?”

We also bought the records, initially
the 12-inch 78 rpm records and later
the smaller 45s. Our South River
source was Rose Radio and TV on
Reid St. where, as had been the case
for decades in stores across the coun-

music on juke-
boxes downtown
in the Colonial
Sweet Shop and
up the hill at the
Tanner’s Corner
Newsstand, Mau-
rice Tanenbaum’s &
store that we knew e
as “Poon’s.” We
listened to it on
the radio, but not
on the major sta-
tions like WABC,
where a listener
was more likely to
hear a studio-
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outh River’s Donnie Kohut,
Dick Meyers, John Chando, and Pete
Pawlowski getting set to practice their
R&B act, ca. 1957. Unfortunately, prac-
tice didn’t make perfect.

try, records by
African-American
singers and musi-
‘| cians were set off
_| from “pop” music
¥ in a section dedi-
cated to “Race
Records.” And in
the record busi-
ness, race cer-

8 tainly was a fac-
& | tor.

The vast majority
of companies re-
cording these art-
ists were inde-

polished version of “Earth Angel”
sung by Gloria Mann. Neither did we
listen to “Cousin Brucie” Morrow,
portrayed as a “group sound” guru on
the PBS concerts; in reality, his early
stint on WINS featured mainstream
music, and on moving to WABC, he
was all rock ‘n’ roll.

Instead, we tuned in to disk jockeys
who were R&B purists, like Ramon
Bruce, who began each show with “I
am the Bruce- called Ramon, the
Chatterer.” Bruce initially broadcast
over WAAT in Newark but soon
moved to another Newark station,

pendent labels run by white men, and
the vocalists were rarely rewarded
with the monies their records earned.
Typical were Chess Records, based in
Chicago and owned by Leonard and
Phil Chess, brothers who had emi-
grated from Poland, and Newark’s
Savoy Records, owned by Herman
Lubinsky, whose grandson, T.J.
Lubinsky, has been producing and
hosting the PBS doo-wop shows since
1998.

My friends and I emulated both the
sounds of the R&B groups and their

“Rhythm ‘n’ Blues,” cont’d. on next page




Website Spotlight

Did you know that there are more than 80 different South River
postcards available for viewing on the website? The oldest date from
the early 1900s and include pictures of schools, churches, factories,
street scenes, and more. The collection includes images from cards
owned by the Society as well as images from personal collections.

The most recently added card (right) is a comic portrayal of the
“Beef Trust of South River, NJ.” The card was mailed to Mrs.
Grant Lott in Asbury Park from her sister Clara in South River in

July, 1909.
Visit us at: http://www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/

%

“Rhythm ‘n’ Blues,” cont’d. from previous page

synchronized stage acts. At my parents’ Claremont Ave. home, we re-
corded on my dad’s reel-to-reel Webcor. First at Campbell School and
then at the high school, we used empty auditoriums and, more often, the
boys’ bathrooms to provide an echo that added richness to our harmonies.
We sang on street corners, too, our favorite spot being the low brick wall
in front of what is now the Elks building on Main St. Atop it, the cho-
reographed moves that accompanied our singing attracted plenty of at-
tention from the passing cars; it was almost as good as being on stage.

We actually did, in fact, perform on stage twice: at our Campbell School
Eighth-Grade Class Day and at our SRHS Senior Assembly. And
though my friends and I tried on a number of occasions to form groups
with the intention of performing on a professional stage, the bottom line
was that we simply didn’t have the talent. But, man, we did have fun.

As far as I’m concerned, the “doo-wops” label is just a little too cute,
belittling the music and those who performed it. Today’s entrepreneurs
can call it what they wish; for me, it will always be The Group Sound of
Rhythm and Blues.

Calendar Captures Another Award

The League of Historical
Societies of New Jersey
recently announced that the
South River Historical and
Preservation Society’s
2008 Calendar has won
Second Prize in the
League’s Publications
Awards Competition.
Linda Barth, Executive Di-
rector of the League, called
it “a fine publication that
benefits the entire history community.” The award will be presented
at the League’s June 14 meeting in Lambertville and marks the sec-
ond time that a creation by Doris Miller, Chair of the Calendar Com-
mittee, has caught the judges’ attention: the SRH&PS 2004 Calendar

SouTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY, INC.

2008 CALENDAR

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2008 SRH&PS Calendar- $7.00
Previous years also available - $6.00

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari

Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building -
$25.00

Commemorative 200t Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Mu-
seum) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Celebra-
tion of South River's 275th Anni-
versary, 1720-1995

Over 90 pages of text & photos -
$10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church

Made from timber from the original
portico columns - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes

Features an early photo of the OSBC;
Set of 5 cards - $2.50

Set of 10 cards - $4.00

SRH&PS Hat

Blue with white lettering and a
picture of the Old School Baptist
Church - $5.00

Note: Prices do not include postage.

took home the First Prize! .
3
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South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Phone us: 732-613-3078

Email us: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Visit our Website: http://www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/
Visit our Museum: See Calendar, p. 1

2008 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: [ | New [ | Renewal [ ] Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing:

(] Adult $10.00
Name(s): [ ] Student $5.00
Address: [] Family/Couple $15.00
City: State: ____ Zip Code: [ ] Business/Corporate  $25.00
Phone: ( ) E-mail: [] Lifetime - Individual $250.00

[ ] Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card.

[ ]I would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

The gift is: [ ]inhonorof [ ]in memory of:

Total amount enclosed: $ [ ]Cash [ ]Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership [All dues and contributions are
P.O. Box 446 tax-deductible.]

South River, NJ 08882

[ ] My company has a matching gift program.

Company name:

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Ine. is eligible to recerve matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Soeciety's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.
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