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Number 43 NEWS

President's Message by Dick Meyers

I was introduced to the South River Historical & Preservation Society when I first visited the Museum in
hopes of doing some family history research. When the docents introduced me to the Van Dyke Reid scrap-
books of photographs, marriages, and deaths, I was stunned; I'd no idea such treasures existed, and I know
now that they are but a sampling of the wonders housed in the Museum. As members, we're entitled to take a
measure of pride in the nature and quality of the Society's holdings.

Perhaps even more important than what the Society has, however, is what it does, both in public and behind
the scenes. How does the organization interact with, and what does it do for, its membership and the communi-
ty at large? Toward what ends are its efforts directed? Since our newsletters reflect the Society's major activi-
ties, I'd prefer not to answer those questions directly, but rather let the newsletters speak for themselves.

Please read this issue- and perhaps even skim through earlier issues (available at the Museum and on our Web-
site). When you've finished, I believe you'll have found that, as was true with the Society's holdings, we are
definitely entitled to take a measure of pride in the nature and quality of the Society's activities.

Contributors to SRH&PS Honored

Bob Rafano, Chair of the Building and Grounds Committee and a newly elected Trustee,
took center stage at the Annual Meeting to honor two groups of people.

The first included recipients of the newly created Frazee Award, which carries with it des-
ignation as an Honorary Trustee of the Society. The Award may be given to any person,
organization, corporation, society, etc. who has demonstrated outstanding service to the
SRH&PS over a significant period of time. Announced

as the Award's initial recipients, were Llewellyn Clayton,
Florence Clayton, Earl Wenger, Woodis Booraem, Ann
Rafano, Stephanie Bartz, and Marilyn Anastasio.

Bob also directed the audience's attention to the plaque
honoring members of the Willett Society. Anyone whose
single individual donation to the SRH&PS falls within the
following categories is designated a Willett Society Member and the appropri-
ate designation is affixed to the donor's name on the Willett Society plaque:

Plaque listing Frazee
Award honorees.

Bob Rafano explaining the Willerr |  Washingtonian - $10,000 and above Historian - $2,500 to $4,999
Society plaque. Preservationist - $5,000 to $9,999 Benefactor - $1,000 to $2,499.

Acknowledged as members of the Willett Society were Ed Price (Washingtonian), Walter Woronowicz
(Washingtonian), Woodis Booraem (Preservationist and Historian), Warren Booraem (Preservationist and His-
torian), Helen & Harold Armstrong (Benefactor), and Eileen (Kozak) Koltowich ( Benefactor). Said Bob,
“We appreciate the generosity that these members have shown to the SRH&PS and are pleased to place their
names on the Willett Society Plaque.”

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY CALENDAR

2008 Meetings
February 27, April 23, June 25, September 24, November 19
These Wednesday night meetings will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as
the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The

Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:
March 2 April6 May4 Junel




SRH&PS . . ]
Vaudeville in SR: More Than Jokes Stolen
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South River was jumping on the night of November 15, 1899: 250 cus-
tomers packed Yates Hall to enjoy a vaudeville show staged by a high-
spirited troupe called The Boston Funmakers. The audience, however,
learned that a popular show business adage, “The show must go on,” was
more fiction than fact- at least, that's how the following day's New York
Times reported it.

A page four article noted that after song and dance man James Watson
left the stage, his performance had the crowd shouting for an encore, but
they waited...and waited...and waited. When Watson finally did reap-
pear, it was only to ask if there were a constable in the house because, he
is quoted as saying, “The manager and the treasurer have skipped with
the box office receipts.” The audience reportedly responded with gales
of laughter and ignored Watson's protestations that this was not part of
the act, but was a true case of larceny; only when the rest of the perfor-
mance was cancelled did the crowd take Watson seriously.

The manager and treasurer, said the Times, were apprehended in New
Brunswick, exhausted and covered with mud after having walked the
eight miles from South River through a raging storm. Although it was
stated that the police could find no evidence linking the duo with the miss-
ing receipts, they were nevertheless held on a larceny charge because the
company's pianist claimed they'd stolen his overcoat.

If the Boston Funmakers had a return engagement at Yates Hall, it's a
safe bet that 1) the pianist kept a close eye on his overcoat; 2) an even
closer eye was kept on the box office receipts; and 3) the audience lis-
tened far more closely to what James Watson had to say.

Crossword Puzzle Proficiency Pays Off

As the only two SRH&PS members to cor-
rectly solve the crossword puzzle in
September's newsletter, Regina T. DeVoe
and Sonny Lewandoski recently reaped
their rewards. In the photo to the right,
Regina (L.) and Sonny display their prizes:
2008 Memberships and 2008 Calendars,
compliments of the Society.

The solution to the puzzle can be seen on
our website as an addendum to the September newsletter.

Members Only!

* Please note that if there is an “08” on your Newsletter's mailing label,
you have already renewed and paid for your 2008 membership. If
there is no “08” on the label, please consider using the renewal form
of the Newsletter now.

+ Ifyou would prefer to receive your only copy of future Newsletters
in PDF format via email, please contact the Society via email at
SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com.




2008 Members of the South River Historical &Preservation Society, Inc.
“The loftier the building, the deeper its foundation must be laid.” Thomas Kempis

Martin Adler
William Barge
Mary Ann Boyler
Walter Boyler
Christine Brasno
Louise Bruhn
Wilbur L. Bryan
Dot Canino
Corinne S. Cebula
Maggie Cseh
JoAnn Devlin
Regina DeVoe
Hank Dziemian
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Rosalie Golden
Roger M. Golden
Loretta Gostkowski
Gilbert Greenberg
Walterene Harris Ratcliffe
Douglas E. Heine

Family Memberships

Ann & Anthony Aschettino

Marilyn & Thomas Anastasio

Margaret & Donald Calnan

Carol & Nelson DeVoe

Patricia & Charles W.
Gawarkiewicz

Joann & Paul Goepfert

Anita & Bill Hermstedt

Karyn & Paul Migut

Lydia & Walter Mrozek

Cidalia Pisco

Dolores & Edwin Roginski

Kathleen Hyland
Eileen Hyland Rosen
Hilda Kadela
Vivian J. Kitchell
Stanley Lewandoski
Alfred E. Losiewicz
Shirley E. Losiewicz
Betty Matyas
Maureen McCallion
William Mcllvaine
Doris Miller

Diane Mozzo

Mary Nemeth
Lorraine Nisonoff
Ruth Nole

Judy A. Olcsvay
John O'Neill, Jr.
Marley O'Neill
Lola Ostaszewski
Gary Petrie

Helen Piatt

Family Memberships (cont'd.)

Iris & Walter Schmitt
Gloria & Kenneth Smutko
Alexis & John Stashkevetch
Jean & Joseph Zimmerman

Life Memberships

Stephanie Bartz

Louise Fitzpatrick

Eileen (Kozak) Koltowich
Richard K. Meyers

Ann M. Smith

Special Acknowledgements:

CONTRIBUTORS (11/07-1/08):

William Barge

Margaret & Donald Calnan
Douglas E. Heine

Maureen McCallion
Lorraine Nissonoff

Alexis & John Stashkevetch
Barbara Westergaard

JoAnn Razzano
Anthony Razzano

Irene “Debby” Richter
Wendy D. Richter

Ken Roginski

Frances Rupp-Sanchez
Carol Sherwin
Meaghan Spezzi
Barbara Szarka Lindsay
Patricia A. Tursi

Mae H. Weck

John E. Weck

Barbara Westegaard
Evelyn S. Whitehead
Nan Whitehead

Janice Whitehead Chase
Diane Whitehead Himmelberger
Kathryne Whitehead Rothenberger
Anna Wolan Cygan
Joseph P. Zawadsky
Lynn Zawadsky

Business Memberships

Union Baptist Church

Honorary Trustees

Marilyn Anastasio
Harold Armstrong
Helen Armstrong
Stephanie Bartz
Woodis M. Booraem
Warren K. Booraem
Ann C. Rafano

CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF:

Daniel L. & Evelyn Golden by Roger Golden

Dr. Maxwell S. Golden by Mrs. Maxwell S. Golden

Rose Greenberg by Gilbert Greenberg

Ted Kadela by Hilda Kadela

William and Theresa Mcllvaine by William J. Mcllvaine
My Mother, Beulah S. Stults-Kitchell by Vivian J. Kitchell

The South River Historical & Preservation Society extends its sympathies
to the friends and family of long-time member Melvin Petersen.




South River Museum & Scouting: Perfect Together!

Marilyn Anastasio and Ann Rafano hosted tours of the
Museum for two groups of scouts in November, providing
them with structured activities followed by refreshments.

On November 13, Tiger Cub Scouts from Pack 4 visited.
As a way of introducing the boys to the Museum's holdings,
Marilyn and Ann gave each Scout the description of an item
which he then had to hunt down. After all the artifacts had
been found, each Scout pointed to his article and read infor-
mation about it to the group. Before leaving, the Tiger
Cubs happily agreed to pose for a group photo (right). Front Row: (I to r) Thomas Costello and Eric Cardoza;
Back Row: (1 to r) James Podeszfinski, Silvo Cruz, Zachary
: Then, on November Rafarno, Nicholas Razzano and Derrick Whittaker.
| 24, Marilyn and Ann
!l were on hand to greet Brownie Troop 1251, whose members were working
| toward a badge that required visiting a cemetery. In addition to satisfying
the requirement, the Brownies had the satisfaction of going with their par-
ents on a three-part “History Hunt,” covering the front of the museum
including the monuments, the inside of the museum, and the cemetery.
After completing the hunt, the Brownies were able to share with each oth-
er, and with their parents, interesting and important information about the
| museum. (The “History Hunt” was created with money received from a
grant provided by the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commis-
sion.)

= Sl

Brownies and their parents at work on
the Museum's History Hunt.

Finally, at the annual meeting on
November 28, Boy Scout William Goepfort officially presented to the
SRH&PS his completed Eagle Scout project: a computerized version of the
R.Van Dyke Reid Scrapbook of Marriages 1847-1905. In addition, William
“created a means of finding data” on the CD and demonstrated the project.
His indexes have now been installed on our our new Dell computer, where ;
they are available to the public. He concluded by recognizing all who had Left: SRH. & S Biasiiont Dick Mezeis

helped him with the project. thanks William Goepfort for the Reid CD;
Right: the CD's cover.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society is proud of its connec-
tions to Scouting. The experiences of our members make it ever more clear that the time and effort invested in
these young people now will pay dividends in the not-too-distant future.

Website Spotlight
New!

Index to the R. Van Dyke Reid Scrapbook of Marriages, 1847-1905. Organized alphabetically by the last
name of the groom, the index provides a key to the material in Van Dyke Reid's scrapbook of handwritten
notes and newspaper clippings relating to marriages in South River and the surrounding areas between 1847
and 1905. The resource is accessible from the South River History page of the website and represents just a
portion of the Eagle Scout project of William Goepfert (see above; also reported in the November 2007
newsletter).

Of Note!
In 2007 the website entertained visitors from at least 40 of the 50 states, and from more than 45 countries

on 6 continents.




State Library Saves Researchers $

Despite being a subscription service, the HeritageQuest website has
long been popular among those with interests in genealogy and his-
tory. The site provides Federal Census images from 1790-1930, over
22,000 family and local histories, PERSI (an “index of over 2 million
genealogy and local history articles”), and much more. Now, thanks
to the New Jersey State Library, the website is bound to become even
more popular: the Library has made HeritageQuest freely available to
all New Jersey residents with library cards.

To connect to HeritageQuest, follow these steps, provided by the
Genealogical Society of New Jersey's Michelle Chubenko:

1) Have your library card handy.

2) Go to URL: www.jerseyclicks.com

3) Choose “Custom Search/Choose Your Database” (middle right
of screen)

4) On the next screen, enter your library card bar code number to
sign in.

5) The next page is the main menu of databases available to you.
Scroll to the Genealogy heading; click on “ProQuest Heritage-
Quest.” Tt will launch in a new browser window (tab).

That's all it takes for you to begin exploring HeritageQuest's priceless
collection of data- and the price couldn't be better!

This 'n' That

In October, the Society donated 9 boxes of unneeded items to the
Auxiliary of the University Medical Center at Princeton for their
89th Annual White Elephant Rummage Sale.

The Cemetery Restoration Project highlighted in the last News-
letter was completed in early November. Among the first to visit
the Cemetery in its improved state were members of Brownie
Troop 1251, who were there on a “History Hunt,” as shown in the
photos below (see story on p. 4).

s

At November's Annual Meeting, members re-elected Dick Meyers,
Ann Rafano, Brian Armstrong, and Marilyn Anastasio to their
respective positions as President, Vice President, Treasurer, and
Secretary; elected as Trustees for 2008-2010 were JoAnn Devlin,
Robert Rafano, Robert Szegeti, and Nan Whitehead.

Ken Roginski, Chair of the Historic Buildings & Sites Committee,
submitted a report on Lincoln School to the State Historic Preser-
vation Office to learn if the school is eligible for preservation.

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2008 SRH&PS Calendar- $7.00
Previous years also available - $6.00

Old School Baptist Church print by
Joseph Csatari

Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %”, unframed, includes brief bio-
graphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building -
$25.00

Commemorative 200" Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Muse-
um) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Celebra-
tion of South River's 275th Anniver-
sary, 1720-1995

Over 90 pages of text & photos -
$10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church

Made from timber from the original
portico columns - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes

Features an early photo of the OSBC;
Set of 5 cards - $2.50

Set of 10 cards - $4.00

SRH&PS Hat

Blue with white lettering and a
picture of the Old School Baptist
Church - $5.00

Note: Prices do not include postage.

SRH&PS + Microsoft

Using the website TechSoup.org, “The
Technology Place for Non-Profits,”
the Society applied to and was found
qualified for the Microsoft Software
Donation Program. Now on our com-
puters are Publisher (for the Newslet-
ter), PowerPoint (for presentations),
and Access (for databases). The pro-
grams are valued at $965; the So-
ciety's total cost was $49.
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P.O. Box 446 SOUTH RIVER. NJ

08882
South River, New Jersey 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Phone us: 732-613-3078

Email us: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com
Visit our Website: www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/
Visit our Museum: See Calendar, p. 1

Write to us: See address, above

2008 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Please check one: [ | New [ ] Renewal [ ] Gift (from ) | ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES
Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing:
[J Adult $10.00
Name(s):
(] Student $5.00
AL [] Family/Couple $15.00
City: State: Zip Code:

[] Business/Corporate  $25.00

Phone: ( ) E-mail: [] Lifetime - Individual $250.00

[[] Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card.

[] I would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

The giftis: [] in honor of [] in memory of:

Total amount enclosed: $ [] Cash [] Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)
Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership |All dues and contributions are
P.O. Box 446 tax-deductible.|

South River, NJ 08882

[_] My company has a matching gift program.

Company name:

Company address:

As a tax-exempt corporation. the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




