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President's Message by Dick Meyers

A recent visitor to the SRH&PS website asked that we include more information on the borough's largest
immigrant communities, the Portuguese and the Brazilians. We would love to accommodate, but there is a
problem: much of what the Society does is driven by its members, and at present, our membership includes
very few Portuguese or Brazilians.

Perhaps, as recent settlers, they feel that the history of South River is a “done deed,” manufactured by the
town's earlier immigrant groups, including the English, Germans, Poles, Hungarians, and Russians. The fact
is, however, that each and every moment is a transition from “now” to “then,” from “current events” to “the
recent past.” History is constantly in the making, and one could reasonably argue that up to now, very little
history has been made. Consider that, while planet Earth has been dated at 4.5 billion years, the human
species has only appeared in the last 200 thousand years. In relative terms, if the earth were one year old,
humanity would be but 23 minutes old. And South River, nearing its 300" birthday, would have been in exis-
tence for slightly more than two seconds.

Certainly, the town's earlier inhabitants have left their imprint on its history, but its newer arrivals are leaving
theirs, as well, and the two are inextricably linked. We ask our Portuguese and Brazilian neighbors- in fact,
we ask all of the borough's more recent arrivals- to join with us and allow us the opportunity not only to cele-
brate and explore the history of your group in South River, but to become a part of that history.

September Meeting Honors Civil War Veterans

September's General Membership Meeting featured Chuck Eck-
hardt and Bob McAvoy, co-authors of Our Brothers Gone Before.
The two-volume, 1,682-page book details more than 40,000 New
Jersey burials of those who served in the Civil War. The collabora-
tion between the two men began, recalled McAvoy, in 1989, with
no anticipation that their work would ever be published. They
were doing it, he said, “as our testament to those brave soldiers.”

Their presentation was laced with interesting anecdotes, such as
one concerning a Confederate veteran who had moved to NJ, but
hid his former allegiance to the extent that it was not even noted on
his gravestone; it was Eckhardt and McAvoy who eventually dis-
covered his secret.

The book's entries are listed alphabetically by veteran's name because, McAvoy said, arranging it any other
way would have required many more volumes. He suggested, though, that their findings will eventually be
released on CD so that searches might be made using the cemetery's name, the veteran's home town, or virtual-
ly any other bit of data.

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY CALENDAR

Final Meeting of 2007 (Annual Meeting): November 28

This Wednesday night meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as
the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The
Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:

December 2 January 6 February 3
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New Resource for Researchers
by William Goepfort

The historian Herodotus said “(I work) in the hopes of thereby preserv-
ing from decay the remembrance of what men have done.”

For my Eagle Scout project, I took the R. Van Dyke Reid Scrapbook of
Marriages 1847-1905, electronically preserved it onto a CD, and created
a means of finding data in it.

The South River Historical & Preservation Society now has a disc with
the scanned pages from the book and several indexes, including ones for
date, groom's name, groom's town, bride's name, bride's town, and town
married in.

In addition to the genealogi-
cal information provided
by the book, it also pro-
vides a look into the soci-
ety of the day. Some
entries tell what the gifts
were, who the guests were,
the style and material of
the bride's dress, and trip
plans. In one article, it tells
of'the “scandal” of an
elopement between the two
parties.

So, the next time you visit
the museum, take a few
minutes to read this 160
year old treasure.

I would like to thank the
Society, the scouts from
Troop 4, friends from
school, and my family
members for all their assis-
tance on the project.

Annual Meeting: Show & Tell!

Following the business meeting on November 28, those in attendance
will have an opportunity to share with others their ties to the borough's
past. SRH&PS members are invited to bring with them and discuss pho-
tos, letters, artifacts- virtually anything at all that has a South River story
behind it. And after everyone has had a chance to “show & tell,” mem-
bers will have an opportunity to “eat & enjoy” the delicious meal that is
being planned.

The old & the new (in more ways than one): Dick
Meyers (l.) holds Reid's 19th century scrapbook,
while Will Goepfort (v.) displays the 21st century
version he created for the SRH&PS.

The program is shaping up as a fitting end to another productive year,
and your presence will make the evening that much better!
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The Executive Board and member s of the SRH& PS offer heartfelt condolencesto the family
of LouisE. Rezem, Sr. Mr. Rezem wasa Life Member and atruefriend of the Society.




Crossword Puzzle Solved by Two

On a Friday worknight following publication of the Crossword Puzzle
Contest in September's newsletter, Marilyn Anastasio, Dick Meyers,
and the puzzle's creator, Stephanie Bartz, wrestled with a problem:
what do we do if no one submits a perfect solution?

It turns out that we need not have worried because two SRH&PS
members showed that the puzzle's theme, “South River, Past

and Present,” was no puzzle to them. Congratulations to Regina T.
DeVoe and Sonny Lewandoski, each of whom mailed in a completed
crossword that was 100% correct. Both winners will receive their
2008 Memberships and 2008 Calendars compliments of the Society.

The solution to the puzzle can be seen on our website as an addendum
to the September newsletter.

Cemetery Restoration Begins

e ——

With thanks to two generous
benefactors, Walter B. Wor-
onowicz, whose donation was
earmarked for this project,
and the estate of Edward W.
Price, restoration of some of
the most severely damaged
grave markers in the OSBC
Cemetery has begun. Select-
ed to perform the work was
Monument Conservation Col-
laborative of Colebrook,
Connecticut.

Of the eleven markers initial-
ly slated for restoration,
MCC's Conservator, Irving

Above: Temporary braces hold in
place this grave marker, restored to
Slavid, reported that three the base from which it had long ago
broken markers were not sal- toppled. Below: The clamps on these
vageable because no addition- 1wo markers show where the upper
al fragments of those stones  portions of broken stones had been
were found. “To make them reattached.
appear less distracting,” said [ s SRR
Slavid, “they were all reset

flat into the ground and set
perpendicular to adjacent
markers.” Two more were
also deemed unsalvageable,
so Slavid selected five other
stones for restoration.

Work is expected to be com-
pleted by mid-November. 5

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2008 SRH&PS Calendar- $7.00
Previous years also available - $6.00

Old School Baptist Church print by
Joseph Csatari

Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 %”, unframed, includes brief bio-
graphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building -
$25.00

Commemorative 200" Anniversary
Old School Baptist Church Medal-
lion Ornament (South River Muse-
um) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Celebra-
tion of South River's 275th Anniver-
sary, 1720-1995

Over 90 pages of text & photos -
$10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church

Made from timber from the original
portico columns - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes

Features an early photo of the OSBC;
Set of 5 cards - $2.50

Set of 10 cards - $4.00

Thomas Street School Centennial
Celebration (1885-1985)

24-page souvenir program includes a
detailed construction history, ca. 1885
photo of the school, lists of early staff
and administrators, lists of graduates

£ | from 1893-1911, and more. Also

receive a brick-by-brick drawing of

# | the school by South River Middle

School Art teacher Charles Bissette -

2 [$3.00

S| | SRH&PS Hat

Blue with white lettering and a
picture of the Old School Baptist

= | Church - $5.00
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South River, New Jersey 08882 08882

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

Phone us: 732-613-3078

Email us: SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Visit our Website: www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/
Visit our Museum: See Calendar, p. 1

Write to us: See address, above

2008 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Date Annual Dues Categories

3 Adults™ $10.00
O Students $5.00
1 Family™* $15.00

Please check one: d New [ Renewal O Gift (from )

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on membership listing:

Name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.): (# of family members )
Address: U Business/Corporate  $25.00
U Lifetime (Individual) $250.00
City: State: Zip: *For nultiple memberships, please
i . attach a list of additional names
Phone: ( ) E-mail: to this form.
O Iwould like to donate an additional amount of § (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

This gift 1s O in honorof O in memory of

Total amount enclosed:$ O Cash U Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership

P.O. Box 446 (All dues and contributions are tax-deductible)
South River, NJ 08882

1 My company has a matching gift program. Company Name:

Company's address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts, If your employer participates in such a program.,
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society’s fiscal year 1s JTanuary 1 to December 31.




